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Computer-Mediated Art Instruction at the College-level:

How We Accept the Conditions of Cultural Identity

Tai Ho Kim
Seoul Women’s University

The course of video classes that | taught in
2005 was based on an effort to find what
kind of cultural background we have in
Korea. At the beginning of the spring class,
students in the class were encouraged to
have a certain critical amount of Korean
cultural identity. Now | find it was not an
appropriate method to lead students to
find naturalness in their works. As a result
of pushing them into feeling it was
mandatory to have something Korean in
their works, they were trying to shoot a
series of Korean traditional objects and
places that were stereotypes too banal to
use in a new way. Therefore, | admit that
| had put some obstacles that prevented
keeping their points of view as natural as
possible from the beginning of the first
semester. One thing that can be taken
productive from the mistake is that the
students and | came to recognize why
traditional icons have to remain
traditional and not produce any kind of
new point of view.

That was the key point where the students
and | had been relieved from the idea of
having a cultural identity. Students seemed
to approach the way they live and trivial
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things that can usually be found from the
daily routine. Other than that case, some
students tended to stick to their inner
world. Cell Phone (by Jung-sang Lee) is
an example that shows how the aspects
of habit and obsession are mixed in the
daily routine. A girl who shows up in the
video seems to be playing with the cell
phone, and at the same time it looks like
she is waiting for a call from someone all
the time in a sequence that presents the
bedroom without lighting. The light from
the cell phone in the dark bedroom
appears to make her more concentrated
on the phone, and she even looks as if
she is treating the cell phone as a living
thing.

A documentary video, Where Are We
Headed To? (by Hyun-sook Kim) shows how
she approached cultural issues in Korea
by focusing on how people find the way
of loving traditional culture in their daily
lives. The Gook-ak (Korean classical
music) teacher from the alternative school
tries to find a way to apply the merited
factors of Gook-ak to the class through a
non-classical but experimental way. And
the other person who is focused on the
other part of the video works for a bank,
and he is a collector of antiques as well.
On his way to his workplace from home,
he does not bother to walk more than
necessary because he chooses the way
through In-sa dong. In-sa dong is one of
the places where you can find more
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antique shops than other areas in Seoul,
and he seems to be really happy at the
moment of walking on the street.
Another documentary video produced by
her presents an old inn and an old woman
who owns and manages it. The progress of
how the video has been made is composed
of four parts: finding the place,
interviewing a person who is directly
related to the place, documenting it on a
video, and editing it trying not to intrude
the context from the fact. This is quite
the same with the typical process of
making a documentary film, but the
aesthetic aspects that stem from the
video are not based on any manipulation
but on a poetic prose that the old woman
made while she was being interviewed.
Her statements are not making a complete
consequential structure, which is more or
less correlated randomly. They create a
unique and autonomous flow of
consciousness. This project was
completed under a couple of suggestions
from the class of fall semester.

The first request from the class was that
you have to research a site and bar any
kind of site-specific point of view from it.
And the next request was that you should
try to intervene and influence on the
context that was born from the site. Five
students (Ji-eun Jung, Seo-yeon Hong,
Su-jin Bae, Young-hee Choi, Yeon-hee Lee)
in the class worked together for three
projects each time. One of the three
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projects was about Chung-gae-cheon,
which is a stream running across the north
area of Seoul. This stream had been
covered by concrete pavement for more
than 30 years, which had been creating a
lot of serious problems for the ecosystem
and made the water polluted.

Moreover, there are a number of
historical heritages buried under the
pavement. Gwang-gyo, as a
representative example among them, is
an extravagant stone bridge that was built
hundreds years ago in the age of the
Chosun dynasty. Therefore, if any mayor
would ever try to uncover the stream and
rebuild the area around it, he/she
possibly could encounter a huge debate
from diverse people with diverse points of
view about how to make it. Anyhow, this
rebuilding project has been completed
even though it had faced a lot of
resistance when it was in progress. But
there are many problems with the result
still remaining on condition of how the
project was finished.

For instance, the connection between the
stream and the natural headspring was not
rebuilt completely. That means the water
flowing in the stream is actually tap water
that the city government pays KWRC (the
Korea Water Resources Corporation)
budget for. They made three events when
the area was extremely crowded with
people who are all indulging in the
triumphant moment of watching newly
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born Chung-gae-chun. The events are
relevant to the efforts for making up the
faults that had been made during the
rebuilding project. They urge the

viewer into having a critical viewpoint
about alternating the artificial condition
with more natural results.

Other interesting projects that are
included on the list of works for screening
are not introduced in this writing, and

I would like to put off the chance to
introduce them until the screening on
February 2006. The class of fall

semester was about trying to find real
factors from the experiences on the real
environment. The next key point about
keeping the video real is in shooting and
editing. If you could ever find what is
real from the experiences in the site, you
might be able to figure out what you have
to do or not during working on shooting
and editing. These whole attempts based
on real sites had been suggested to
approach a significant value in the
cultural background experiences in the
site, you might be able to figure out what
you have to do or not during working on
shooting and editing. These whole at-
tempts based on real sites had been sug-
gested to approach a significant value in
the cultural background
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