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What’s The Big Idea?
TC seeks defining cross-
disciplinary challenges

“You shouldn’t have to buy 

us dinner to get us all 

around a table.”

That quip, by Professor of Political 

Science and Education Jeffrey Henig to 

TC President Susan Fuhrman, brought 

a big laugh from the 16 policy-minded 

faculty members at a working meal 

convened by Fuhrman and Provost 

Thomas James in October. But the line 

also reflected a broader truth that the 

evening—the first in a series of “domain 

dinners” this fall that will bring togeth-

er faculty with related interests—was 
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Election ’08 and TC’s 
Education Debate 
Presidential education advisors spar over teacher 
preparation, merit pay and federal funding 

In their debate at Teachers College on October 21st, the education advisors 

to the two leading presidential candidates presented starkly different assess-

ments of American education and its future.

“Right now, we don’t have the capacity to ensure that everyone gets what 

is really the new civil right—access to a high-quality education,” said Linda 

Darling-Hammond, Education Advisor to Democratic nominee Barack Obama. 

“That is going to require equalization of resources, and it is going to require 

investments. When people—particularly rich people—say that money doesn’t 

matter, I don’t see them trying to give it up.”

Darling-Hammond, the Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Education 

at Stanford University 

and previously a long-

time TC faculty member, 

said that the United 

States has “fallen to 35th 

in the world in math, to 

15th in terms of college 

access,” that “the nation’s 
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The student voice

Time to get With the Program
Being a Student Senate Program Ambassador won’t cut into your schedule

There are other benefits to being a 

program ambassador. Suppose you have 

an idea but aren’t sure you have time to 

follow through on it, or if it’s something 

better left to a Senate committee to 

implement. You can vet it with the Senate, 

and we’ll figure out the best way to make 

it happen. 

The first Student Senate meeting 

of each month will be preceded by a 

monthly Student Forum, where you 

can raise issues and concerns with your 

department representatives. The Forums for the fall 

semester are scheduled for Friday, November 7 and 

Friday, December 5, both from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. 

While program ambassadors are strongly encouraged to 

be present, all students are welcome to come and voice 

their concerns. 

The full list of Student Senate department 

representatives can be found on the Student Senate Web 

site (www.tc.edu/senate). Any student who has an idea, 

a complaint, or just a curiosity about life at TC should 

attend the monthly Forums. 

Sure, we’re all busy—but didn’t we come to TC to 

make our voices heard?

A vast majority of TC students 

have at least one thing in com-

mon—graduate school keeps us 

busy. However you are dividing your 

schedule between classes and work—par-

ticularly if, like more than a few people 

around here, you’re doing both full time—

you probably have come to a new appre-

ciation of the word “exhausted.” 

Yet if you’re civically-minded (and 

who at Teachers College isn’t?), you 

might wish you could also get involved in 

improving your academic program. Now the Student 

Senate has an opportunity for you to do so that requires 

only a minimal amount of your time.

Each departmental Student Advisory Group 

now includes program ambassadors who work closely 

with their respective Student Senate department 

representative on improving academic advising, faculty 

mentorship of students, peer-to-peer mentorship and 

more.

It is our goal to have at least one doctoral student 

and one master’s student per program serve on each 

departmental Student Advisory Group. That’s impor-

tant because—although our department representatives 

are excellent and have great working relationships with 

the department chairs—the Student Senate reps would 

like to hear directly from students themselves. The reps 

will then share concerns and issues with the Student 

Senate, which, in turn, will bring them before the 

administration for action.

For more information on the student senate, visit  
www.tc.edu/senate

tC student senate 
president ricco Wright
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graduation rate has been stagnant for 40 years,” and 

that those failures “are costing us in many ways—in our 

economy, in our national security.”

But Lisa Graham Keegan, Education Advisor to 

Republican nominee John McCain, said, “there is just 

not one single credible study now that says what we really 

need to do in the United States is spend more money.” 

Keegan said that the U.S. “in real current dollars has 

quadrupled our funding since 1968, and at the same time 

we have had achievement absolutely flat, slightly negative. 

If money were the answer, New Jersey and [Washington] 

D.C. ought to be off the charts, and they are not.”

Keegan, formerly Superintendent of Public 

Instruction for Arizona’s public schools, said McCain 

wants the country to “sit down, make some tough deci-

sions. Are we in our own way? Do we have barriers that 

are keeping us from having the best teachers in the most 

needy classrooms? Why is this not happening in the pres-

ence of the resources we do have?”

The debate, titled “Education and the Next 

President,” was moderated by Teachers College President 

Susan Fuhrman in TC’s 600-seat Cowin Conference 

Center before a full house of faculty, students, staff 

and trustees, along with invited state and city offi-

cials. An additional 9,000 people (including many 

TC alumni) registered to watch a live Webcast of the 

event by the newspaper Education Week. Video of the 

debate has been posted on both the Education Week  

(www.edweek.org) and Teachers College sites, as well as on 

iTunes University, Apple’s site for higher education content  

(http://itunes.tc.columbia.edu).

The exchanges between Keegan and Darling-

Hammond were, on the whole, genteel and at times even 

collegial. Still, there were moments when sparks flew.

For example, Keegan described McCain as a strong 

supporter of using merit pay for teachers, saying he 

would like principals to be able to use federal money 

“to reward teachers primarily on the basis of student 

achievement.” But she said that constraints such as 

“bargained agreements” with teachers unions typically 

prevent merit pay arrangements.

Darling-Hammond countered that Obama prefers 

to “recognize and reward excellence in teaching as part of 

a career development program that ensures that begin-

ning teachers get strong mentoring on the way into the 

profession.” She said such “career ladder” initiatives “have 

lasted much longer than many of the merit pay plans that 

have come and gone” in recent years—including Florida’s, 

which the state scrapped not long ago. 

“Even some teachers who received the bonuses felt 

they were unearned,” she said. “They felt that it was cre-

ating a competition among teachers instead of teachers 

working collegially, and that it was disadvantaging teach-

ers who took on the neediest students. There were a lot 

of concerns.”

The speakers also clashed over charter schools and 

vouchers. Keegan said that McCain “would absolutely lift 

any caps on the ability of states” to create new charters 

and that, unlike Obama, he “does not want to get into 

the business of saying to states what an effective charter 

school program is.”

e d u C at i o n  d e b at e  ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  pa g e  1 )

C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  4

The great Debate
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Start get access to Head Start. Only three percent of the 

children eligible for Early Head Start get access to Early 

Head Start.”

K e e g a n :  “If it were true—and I wish it were—that 

preschool was resulting in this fabulous effect, then by 

now we should have a lot more progress in elementary, 

middle and high school. The vast majority of our four-

year-olds have access to a preschool program. The question 

is whether it is effective access. Are those kids ready? Are 

they lucky enough to be in the presence of somebody who 

knows how to get their language going? Senator McCain 

is saying, look, we have got to talk about the quality of 

these programs.”

t e a C h e r  p r e pa r at i o n :  a lt e r n at i v e  v s . 
t r a d i t i o n a l  C e r t i f i C at i o n

K e e g a n :  “Senator McCain believes that Teach for 

America is a compelling program. [And] Troops to 

Teachers—right now it represents the single most prevalent 

resource for minority men. The alternatives will become 

mainstream, and I think they should. Senator McCain is 

saying we have to keep the door open. So we need a high 

standard and low barrier to entry, lots of ways to come in. 

Lots of ways for mid-career changers, like the American 

Board for Certification of Teaching Excellence.”

d a r l i n g - h a m m o n d :  “Let’s talk statistics. Thirty 

percent of teachers leave [Teach For America] within five 

years—that’s the federal number from the Baccalaureate 

and Beyond survey—and others show that 49 percent of 

those who come in without training leave within that 

period of time. Nineteen percent of those who come in 

fully trained leave in that period of time. So there is a big 

difference from how long prepared teachers stay in the 

profession.”

v o u C h e r s / p r i vat i z at i o n

d a r l i n g - h a m m o n d :  “Senator Obama is opposed to 

Darling-Hammond said Obama has “proposed to 

expand both funding for public school charters and 

accountability” and that he “wants to see that failing 

charters are closed while successful charters are enabled 

to move forward.

“Choice isn’t worth much if all it does is move around 

the deck chairs on the Titanic,” she said.

Ultimately, the speakers agreed on little beyond 

Fuhrman’s observation that “too little has been said about 

education” in the presidential campaign—and for that, 

both blamed the media.

Here’s a sampler of what Keegan and Darling-

Hammond said on other issues:

n o  C h i l d  l e f t  b e h i n d

d a r l i n g - h a m m o n d :  “We need to be able to look at 

measures that, in addition to the kinds of standardized 

tests we currently have, evaluate 21st century skills. If 

you look at other countries, their assessments include 

relatively few multiple-choice items and, in some cases, 

none. Kids are doing science inquiries, research papers, 

technology projects. Those are part of the examination 

system. They are part of the accountability system, in 

countries that are top-ranked in the world.”

K e e g a n :  “Senator McCain is absolutely adamant that 

state standards and the assessments for kids that are in 

place have got to stay in place. The problem with backing 

off of assessments and turning them into portfolios 

[compendia of students’ work over time] or things that 

are more subjective is that we can’t compare kids.” 

e a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  e d u C at i o n

d a r l i n g - h a m m o n d :  “The early childhood research 

base is really clear that high-quality preschool has strong 

and lasting benefits for students throughout school. 

Obama’s plan is to expand access because right now, 

only about 40 percent of the children eligible for Head 

The great Debate
e d u C at i o n  d e b at e  ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  pa g e  3 )
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linda darling-hammond

vouchers. He believes they drain money from the public 

schools. What we have found in the voucher programs is 

quite often a lot of the private schools don’t really want 

high-need kids with poor attendance records and low test 

scores. They don’t want to participate in the voucher. For 

education to get better for those children, they need high-

quality public schools.”

K e e g a n :  “It’s disingenuous to have been the recipient 

of a scholarship of a private school [as Obama 

was for some years] and lecture people that going 

to a private school drains money from the public 

schools. Countries that have more than 50 percent 

private schools have better public schools. So Senator 

McCain, although it’s a small portion of his plan, does 

believe in a desperate situation like D.C. where kids 

are failing to learn to read, if parents want an option, 

[vouchers are] probably a good idea.” 

a C C e s s  t o  h i g h e r  e d u C at i o n 

d a r l i n g - h a m m o n d :  “Senator Obama has worked 

with the Congress to raise the amount of the Pell Grant so 

that it more closely approximates what people actually 

have to pay. He has also proposed a $4,000 a year tax 

credit for young people to go to college. That will pay 

about two-thirds of the cost of college at a public college 

or university, and will enable virtually all young people 

who are qualified, have made the grades and are ready to 

advance, to be able to go to college.”

K e e g a n :  “There are a number of highly successful 

projects now that have college work in the high school. 

And kids can collect credits while in high school and 

reduce the cost. Senator McCain wants to make sure there 

is already a connection made around the junior year and 

certainly by the senior year between a student and what 

their post-secondary work is. So either they are already 

being connected into high-level vocational training for life-

sustaining skills work or to the military, if that’s where they 

are headed, or they 

are already engaged 

with a community 

college or university. 

“The other thing 

he would do is to 

take all of the grant 

programs—unfortu -

nately, we had the 

Congress add 50 new 

categories to higher 

ed granting pro-

grams—and make 

that a much cleaner 

project. We could add 

$3 billion by simply streamlining the project, and Senator 

McCain is saying all of the grant programs have got to 

be under one umbrella so that they are easy for families, 

they are accessible, there is transparent information about 

schools.”

e d u C at i o n  r e s e a r C h

K e e g a n :  “I think the efforts have been noteworthy 

over the past few years to try to tie instruction to 

scientifically-based research, to really hold our feet to the 

fire on whether what we are doing is having an effect on 

C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  � 7

susan fuhrman

lisa graham Keegan
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around TC

b i g  i d e a s  ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  pa g e )

designed to address: There are huge opportunities at TC 

to unite people across fields and departments, but far too 

little has been done to capitalize on them. 

Or as a faculty member from another institution told 

Fuhrman this past summer after participating in a review 

of TC’s strengths, “You have a lot of wonderful dots—if 

only you could connect them.”

It was for precisely that reason that last year James 

set in motion a series of external reviews and self-studies 

of TC’s nine academic departments. That process has 

since yielded a host of valuable recommendations, but at 

the core is the notion that the College must identify a set 

of Big Ideas to galvanize its faculty, students and staff to 

address some of the world’s most pressing problems. 

In Fuhrman’s view, the College has all the tools to 

do just that.

“From the beginning, breadth has been the College’s 

hallmark,” she has written. “We were never just a college 

to prepare teachers, but also the birthplace of nursing 

education and nutrition education; a place where the 

application of psychology to education became a field 

unto itself; and where education is viewed as occurring 

not only in classrooms, but also in homes, streets, 

churches, communities and beyond. We have expertise in 

education technology, curriculum development, literacy, 

urban science and math education, and more. All of 

which uniquely positions us to grapple with problems 

that arise from multiple causes—which are the kinds of 

problems that the world increasingly faces.”

Fuhrman is adamant that whichever Big Ideas the 

College ultimately settles upon, they “will not be imposed 

from the top down, but instead, come from our faculty 

themselves.”

Last year’s review process made significant progress 

in that direction, as the reviewers presented James with a 

number of potential ideas suggested by faculty or growing 

directly out of their work. These include:

• Using schools as hubs of communities by bringing 

together faculty in health, nutrition, psychology, 

community-building, and curriculum and teaching;

• Exploring the complex relationship among behavior, 

learning, genetics and the environment, and then 

drawing, for example, on partnerships the College 

already has in place in regions where genomic stud-

ies are conducted;

• Understanding the role of citizenship in a global 

society, particularly through exploring the dichotomy 

of nationalism and democracy, by bringing together 

people in international studies, philosophy of 

education, history, social studies and anthropology;

• Linking knowledge about cognitive processes with 

efforts to better structure and individualize teaching 

and learning, drawing in particular on technology 

expertise at the College;

• And, apropos of October’s domain dinner, the notion 

of shaping policy across the human lifespan, drawing 

on in-house expertise in education economics, early 

childhood learning, adult education and more.

None of these ideas has been officially adopted yet, 

but all have been sufficiently well-received by faculty 

that Fuhrman and James are using them as the organizing 

principle for the domain dinners. 

As October’s dinner showed, such gatherings are 

likely to be highly productive—but also, at least initially, 
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to (what else, in academia?) raise more questions than they 

answer.

For example, at the policy dinner, the guests pro-

posed no fewer than 10 distinct ideas for more specific 

themes around which they could all work together more 

closely. Among the suggestions: transitions between points 

and systems in the education process; creating common 

metrics for weighing the relative value of different educa-

tion interventions; enabling policymakers to make bet-

ter informed decisions by bringing them to TC for crash 

courses that help them frame the issues; building tools that 

classroom teachers can use; and distilling and applying the 

best education practices of other countries.

The faculty members at the dinner also debated the 

question of how they themselves should be organized and 

their collaborations structured. Some called for the creation 

of a formal policy department, others for measures such as 

new courses in which students solve a cross-disciplinary 

problem for a real-world client, and still others for the 

creation of a new “professor of practice” track at the College 

that helps bring policy into the classroom and vice versa.

“I hear too often from people working in schools that 

policy can’t help them because its messages are too unclear,” 

said Thomas Corcoran, Co-director with Fuhrman of the 

Consortium for Policy Research in Education, who is 

based at TC. “We’ve got to change that.”

Sharon Lynn Kagan, who as 

TC’s Associate Dean for Policy 

and Research has led efforts 

over the past several years to 

bring together policy work at 

the College, summed up the 

discussion by saying that “we’ve outlined three basic 

areas where we can make improvements—being proactive 

around common themes, increasing our capacity to edu-

cate legislators about policy, and bringing coherence to 

the assemblage of opportunities for students here at TC. 

We have to pursue them all.”

Fuhrman said she was very pleased with the 

discussion and promised to “fight for money and support 

for the ideas we come up with.”

And James closed the evening by observing that 

“Plato defined a symposium as a raising of glasses together 

with one’s colleagues. We’ve done that here tonight, and 

it’s been a great discussion. Now we need to do the work 

that makes TC the place that people look to for the next 

generation of thought in policymaking.” v

macy art gallery’s Exhibition “Chinese Flavor: a Collection of 
Zheng Qinyan’s landscape Paintings and Calligraphic Works,” 

held its closing reception on october 3rd. Professor of 
Education mun Tsang (left) from the International and 
Transcultural studies Department learned techniques 
from the artist (center) Zheng Qinyan.
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Teachers College has entered into two new 

international partnerships since the beginning 

of the fall  term, creating memoranda of 

understanding with the governments of the Dominican 

Republic and Bhutan.

In late September, D.R. President Leonel Fernández 

spent an afternoon at Columbia Secondary School (CSS), 

the new science-themed public school that Columbia 

University opened in fall 2007 and whose principal is 

TC alum Jose Maldonado-Rivera. Fernández was in 

town for the opening of the United Nations General 

Assembly and was also a featured speaker at Columbia’s 

annual World Leaders Forum. One goal of his visit to 

CSS, which included a lengthy question-and-answer 

session with students (see story at www.columbia.edu/

cu/news/newyorkstories/

fernandez.html), was to 

learn more about the 

school’s philosophy and 

social studies curricula, 

which have been shaped 

by Deanna Kuhn, TC 

Professor of Psychology 

and Education. The other 

was to ask Teachers College 

for help as the D.R. works 

to create small schools in 

the mode of CSS, with 

particular emphasis on 

targeting students in middle and early high school. 

“Right now, there is an education crisis in the 

Dominican Republic,” Fernández said when he and a 

group of advisors and ministers met at TC with Provost 

Thomas James, Director of International Affairs Portia 

Williams, Kuhn, Maldonado-Rivera and others. “When 

you look at the statistics for our region, we are behind 

in everything that matters for the 21st century. We’re not 

investing enough in schools—at present about five per-

cent of the gross domestic product. We need to change 

that, but we also lack a plan for improvement. Students 

are still learning by memorization—they’re not conceptu-

alizing or learning how to use their knowledge in solving 

problems. So we need to change our philosophy of educa-

tion, and we have to do it at a point where students first 

learn how to think.”

Fe r n á n d e z ,  w h o 

lived for some years in 

Washington Heights as a 

teenager, said he would like 

“a permanent collaboration 

with Teachers College” in 

which TC functions as an 

advisory group to the D.R., 

hosts Dominican interns 

and also helps in the found-

ing of small schools.

James pledged TC’s 

cooperation. “Your words 

Making More New Friends 
TC’s international outreach efforts now include new partnerships  
with the Dominican Republic and Bhutan

engineering a solution  a student at Columbia 
secondary school displays an engineering project 
to visiting dominican republic president leonel 
fernandez (left) and principal Jose maldonado-rivera
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go to the heart of the mission of this institution, because 

if we’re not having an impact out in the world, our work 

wouldn’t matter. So we’re going to find ways to do this.”

Teachers College has also entered into partnership 

with Bhutan, another country undergoing widespread 

educational reforms. 

Located in South Asia, in the Eastern Himalayas, 

Bhutan is a small kingdom with fewer than a million peo-

ple. Bhutan is widely known for having popularized the 

concept of Gross National Happiness as an alternative to 

Gross National Income. Gross National Happiness is a 

concept that seeks to provide value to sustainable devel-

opment, environmental protection, cultural preservation 

and good governance, to balance concerns purely based 

on income. Over the last decade, Bhutan has managed 

to reduce its pover-

ty rate and develop 

economically while 

sustaining a pris-

tine environment. 

It is incorportating 

itself into the global 

economy while at 

the same time sup-

porting traditional 

cultural values.

Building on a 

relationship estab-

lished through TC 

faculty member Francisco Rivera-Batiz and a Bhutanese 

former TC student, Gyaltshen Penjor, who now heads the 

country’s Royal Council of Education, Teachers College 

has agreed to provide training to Bhutanese educators, 

while serving in an advisory capacity to the government 

as it seeks to formulate a national curriculum frame-

work. TC also seeks to improve teacher education and 

school management in Bhutan, establish independent 

assessment and evaluation institutions, and create model 

schools of excellence.

Williams, who was named to head TC’s interna-

tional partnership efforts this past spring, said both 

agreements exemplify the kind of work TC is seeking to 

do, “because they benefit our partners and create new 

opportunities for our faculty and students.”

Typically, such 

arrangements come 

about because TC 

alumni  working 

on the ground in a 

given country either 

approach the College 

to initiate a partner-

ship or play a key 

role in facilitating 

the creation of one. 

The new work with 

C o n t i n u e d  o n 
pa g e  1 0

International

Making More New Friends 
TC’s international outreach efforts now include new partnerships  
with the Dominican Republic and Bhutan

engineering a partnership  fernandez and tC provost tom James 
(center) agreed in october to create a working partnership between 
the College and the dominican republic.
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the D.R. is something of an exception, however. President 

Fernández said he first learned of Kuhn’s work “when I 

was browsing on the Internet” and then instructed his 

aides to make inquiries.

In a special presentation during Fernández’s visit to 

the College, Kuhn, who served as thesis advisor to CSS 

Principal Maldonado during his student days at TC, 

elaborated on her approach, which is called Education 

for Thinking, and how it is being implemented at the 

school. 

“We start by asking, ‘What skills do we most want 

middle school students to acquire during their years of 

formal schooling?,’” Kuhn said. “And the answer is: The 

intellectual skills that will prepare them to use their 

minds well to address the compelling needs and issues 

that arise in society.”

Among the core skills that Education for Thinking 

seeks to instill ,  inquir y and argument loom large. 

“Inquir y” includes iden-

tifying questions worth 

asking, making reasoned 

predictions, seeking infor-

mative evidence, analyz-

ing evidence, identifying 

patterns, drawing conclu-

sions and developing and 

testing models. Kuhn has 

developed special inquiry 

software programs that 

prod students to think this 

way. “Argument” covers the 

goals of engaging students 

in informed and reasoned debate about contemporary 

and enduring issues; helping them to learn to know 

their reasons, listen to others’ reasons and address them, 

understand the role of evidence in argument, and appre-

ciate that the ultimate point to argument is to learn 

from different perspectives. To absorb these lessons, stu-

dents first collaborate with a partner to argue against an 

opposing-side pair; use instant messaging software as a 

medium for classroom discussion; reflect on transcripts 

of past dialogues; and prepare for, conduct and review 

a full-group “showdown” debate on questions ranging 

from “should a family be allowed to educate a child 

at home” to “should the U.S. get involved in a foreign 

peace-keeping effort.” 

At the end of her presentation, Kuhn showed a 

graph showing that students taught with the Education 

for Thinking program showed much greater use of true 

exchange (rebuttal sequence length) than those who were 

not. v

Education for Thinking 

is supported by the U.S. 

Institute for Education 

Sciences. To learn more about 

Education for Thinking, visit

www.educationforthinking.org. 

To learn more about Columbia 

Secondary School, visit www.

columbiasecondary.org.

our man In BhuTan  TC alum gyaltshen Penjor, who 

heads Bhutan’s royal Council of Education, helped 

create a partnership with the College

n e W  f r i e n d s  ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  pa g e  � )
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I and robot
How, really, can futuristic gadgets help us learn? 
Sandra Okita explores the learning partnership between 
people and technology

Where others walk through today’s toy stores 

and see high-priced stuff with complicated 

instructions, Sandra Okita envisions a world 

where toys and other tools evolve into technological learning 

partners that expand students’ understanding of the world.

Okita, whose expertise spans education, psychology 

and human-computer interaction, takes an interdisciplin-

ary approach to the study of technology in education, an 

area that is thriving at TC. This fall, Okita teaches a course, 

“Instructional Design of Educational Technology,” that 

examines what features can be built into technology to help 

kids learn.

“Teachers College is one of the few schools of education 

today that have an established focus on this kind of interdis-

ciplinary research,” Okita says. “The students and faculty are 

stimulating, adventurous and open to new ideas. It’s a great 

fit for me.”

Okita grew up in California and attended Keio 

University in Japan, drawn by its strong interdisciplinary 

program in humanities and computer science. She then 

earned a master’s degree in psychology and a doctorate in 

education, both from Stanford University. It was there, doing 

volunteer work in an eating disorders clinic, that she found 

her true calling to explore the social components of technol-

ogy. A nurse in the clinic focused on caretaking responsibili-

ties for virtual pets as a way to persuade an anorexic teenager 

to eat. Okita discovered that through this simple “caring for” 

and primitive feedback, the child could develop a strong 

relationship with technology. The child was aware of the 

consequence of starvation, but knowledge alone did not trig-

ger behavior. What drove her to eat was the strength of this 

social component and the relationship she had developed 

with her virtual pet.

At TC, Okita will 

investigate how the use 

of innovative technolo-

gies (robots, mixed real-

ity and real-time dis-

tance learning studios) 

enable students to build 

a learning partnership 

with technology and reveal new insights into the role of 

social relationships in learning.

“I ask myself, ‘What can we learn about the way these 

children interact with robots that will help us to design 

technologies that enhance learning? And how can we design 

robots that actually learn along with students, creating a 

relationship that is dynamic, so that the robot can anticipate 

the needs, for instance, of children with learning needs and 

devise the next step of their learning experience?”

Okita will continue her collaborations with researchers 

at Honda Research Laboratories, Omron, Sony and AIST. 

As she explores the relationships between people and tech-

nology, Okita says her ultimate emphasis is always on the 

human partner. “My interest is to tease out the features that 

are actually helping children learn more deeply, more indi-

vidually, more profoundly, and to design technologies that 

enhance those features,” she explains. “I don’t care whether 

the technology is simple or sophisticated. Whatever helps 

the student learn, that’s what is important.” v

An incorrect version of this story on faculty member Sandra 

Okita appeared in the October 2008 issue of Inside. The Office 

of External Af fairs regrets the error. Above is the correct version 

of the story.

Faculty
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Partnering Across the Education 
Pipeline
TC holds a statewide conference on higher education-public school parnerships

“We are publicly responsible for what 

happens in the schools. It is risky, of 

course, but it’s a commitment that we 

believe in.”

The speaker was Teachers College President Susan 

Fuhrman, greeting a gathering of nearly 200 education 

leaders and New York State education officials at TC in 

late October to discuss expanding partnerships between 

university and public schools statewide and creating 

models of cooperation for school systems across the 

country. 

By “we,” Fuhrman was referring both to TC, which is 

in the midst of an intensive new program of outreach to 

schools in Harlem and other local neighborhoods, and to 

institutions of higher education 

in general. By “commitment,” 

she meant “a deep, sustained 

partnership with schools in which 

the College shares accountability 

for student outcomes.”

The conference,  t it led 

“Univers i ty-Assisted Publ ic 

Schools as a Model for P–16 

Education in New York State,” 

was organized by TC’s Office 

of School and Community 

Partnerships (OSCP), which was 

created in 2007 to provide a single point of access for City 

schools to the College’s resources. The Office has raised 

more than $8 million in grants for school partnerships, 

including a new initiative to create after-school program-

ming with four local community-based organizations. (For 

more on that initiative and on OSCP, see accompanying 

stories.)

A dominant theme at the meeting was that, amid the 

current economic crisis and cutbacks in public funding, 

partnerships between universities and public schools could 

be the only way the nation’s school system will be able to 

educate and train future generations. 

Keynote speaker Linda Darling-Hammond, Charles E. 

Ducommun Professor of Education at Stanford University 

and the founder of a high school 

in California, stressed that such 

partnerships are not only pos-

sible, but necessary, to make 

the American education system 

work for children, families and 

the economy in the 21st century.

She noted that the United 

States has slipped to thirteenth 

from first in the world in terms 

of percentage of adults who 

graduate college. As a result, 

it has had to rely on foreign 
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heads OSCP, introduced a panel 

whose members described three dif-

ferent approaches to school-univer-

sity partnerships—start-up, turn-

around and wraparound.

Jennifer Raab, President of 

Hunter College in New York City, 

said Hunter’s decision to start 

Hunter Science High School was 

driven by a “self interest” in creating 

a pipeline of 

excellent high 

school gradu-

ates for the 

college. After 

resolving in 

its favor some 

issues with the 

City regard-

ing staff hir-

ing (Hunter 

wanted con-

trol) and responsibility for physical maintenance, which 

Hunter did not want, the college opened the school in 

2003. Since then, nearly 99 percent of graduates of the 

high school have gone to college and of that number, 

nearly one-quarter to Hunter College.

Partnering Across the Education 
Pipeline
TC holds a statewide conference on higher education-public school parnerships

workers.  “We 

are  actual ly 

not able to 

fill  the high-

tech jobs with 

graduates of our 

own,” Darling-

Hammond said. 

“We are not 

going to move 

for ward as a 

nation unless 

we address this 

issue.”

The solu-

t i o n  w i l l 

require a com-

plete redesign 

of the nation’s education sys-

tem, from preschool through 

college, and a closing of the 

achievement gap between 

minority and white students—and that will not hap-

pen without increased school-university partnerships, 

which “can create, protect and document new educational 

designs,” Darling-Hammond said.

TC Associate Vice President Nancy Streim, who 

Community

C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  1 4

and Jennifer raab said hunter was 
motivated in part by self-interest in 
creating its own high school

preaChing the poWer of partnerships   
linda darling-
hammond (top) 
warned that the 
u.s. is unable 
to fill high-tech 
jobs with its own 
graduates; C. Kent 
mcguire (right) 
said temple 
university 
became 
visible in 
the com-
munity 
through 
school 
partner-
ships; 
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Giving an example of the “turnaround” model, C. 

Kent McGuire, Dean of Temple University’s College of 

Education, described Temple’s Partnership Schools, which 

five years ago started running four elementary and two 

middle schools (the total number has since dropped to 

four) in the poorest ZIP codes of Philadelphia. “We are 

attempting to create a direct pathway from neighborhood 

schools to the University,” he said. “The way had been, 

‘don’t attempt to go to Temple, but go to community 

colleges.’”

The program arose from a “commitment of Temple 

to its neighbors,” with whom the university had had a 

“long, challenging relationship,” McGuire said. Temple 

was turning itself into a more residential college and rais-

ing its admissions standards at a time when fewer than 50 

percent of kids in its north Philadelphia neighborhood 

were going to any college, let alone Temple.

Temple “surrounded the schools with a range of 

support,” McGuire said, including after-school programs, 

and became “highly visible in the community” while 

providing their teachers with intensive professional 

development, altering their work routines and sending 

more Temple graduates into the schools.

Temple’s program has raised test scores, albeit from a 

low base, and with performance varying widely among the 

lower-performing schools. But overall outcomes have been 

good, McGuire said. “Violence is down, attendance is up, 

parental involvement is up.”

TC Trustee James Comer, founder of the Comer 

School Development Program at Yale University, where 

he is Maurice Falk Professor of Child Psychiatry, described 

his program’s “wraparound” approach, which bolsters 

educational intervention with a range of social services, 

such as nutritional and health counseling and working 

with parents. Comer, who is a physician, said his model 

takes into account the broad developmental needs of the 

child—not just the academic needs—and the need for a 

community culture that supports children’s aspirations to 

succeed.

“The social network has a great influence on a parent 

and child,” he said. “This is very important when we think 

about the dropout rate. I knew from the beginning that I 

wanted to be a doctor, and I had a network 

that protected me from the nay-sayers.”

Comer said his program, which began 

in New Haven and now operates in several 

cities, “all but closed the achievement gap” in 

five years in Asheville, North Carolina.

Speakers emphasized that in successful 

partnerships, the commitment on the higher 

education side must begin with the president 

and faculty of a college or university. Panelist 

Corey Bowman, who develops school part-

nerships at the University of Pennsylvania, 

said Penn brings all the resources of the 

higher education institution to bear on its 

programs—not just the Graduate School of 

Education, but the School of Social Policy & 

Practice, the medical school, and the science, 

arts and humanities programs, as well as an 

pa r t n e r s h i p s  ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  pa g e  1 3 )
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a reWarding Commitment  James Comer (top) said his 
program all but closed the achieve-
ment gap in asheville, north 
Carolina; Johanna duncan-poiter 
(right) said higher ed must be at 
the table in reviewing high school 
graduation standards; and nyC 
Councilman robert Jackson spoke 
of his experiences in mobilizing the 
community around education issues.



novEmBEr 2008  1�8 all arTIClEs Can BE FounD aT: http://www.tc.edu/inside

Tatjana Koke, the minister of Education and science of latvia and a former 
TC Professor of Education (above left, with Portia Williams, TC’s Director of 
International affairs) delivered a lecture, “Educational reform in latvia 
since the Collapse of the soviet union and Integration With the European 
union,” before a full house in milbank Chapel on september 23. The lecture was 
sponsored by the Programs in International and Comparative Education, the 
office of Policy and research, and the office of International affairs.

academically-based community service program through 

which Penn undergraduate students work in Philadelphia 

schools.

Another recurring message was that higher education 

must act as partners with the schools rather than as direc-

tors, and not treat schools as simply places to do research. 

Colleges and universities must establish long-term, con-

sistent cooperation over several years that helps provide 

schools the support they need.

Yet Raab also said that the higher education partner 

must be able to choose the leadership of a public school 

it partners with and to work closely with the school on 

management and teacher training. She said she had been 

unwilling to put Hunter College’s name on a school for 

which the college could not make hiring decisions. 

Johanna Duncan-Poitier, New York State’s Senior 

Deputy Commissioner of Education for P–16, said that the 

state actively supports the creation of university-school 

partnerships as the way to transform education from 

prekindergarten through college. 

“This isn’t altruism any more,” 

she declared. By 2020, 60 percent 

of jobs are going to require a college 

education. Yet the American system 

is graduating only about four per-

cent more students than in 2004. “At 

that rate, 14 million people will not 

have jobs,” she said.

Worsening the outlook, about 

one-third of students who start col-

lege don’t finish. Fifteen percent 

of students in four-year colleges, 

and 48 percent of those in two-

year colleges, require remedial stud-

ies. Duncan-Poitier said that results 

from the pre-k–12 system’s failure 

to prepare students for college. “We 

need to start reviewing and renew-

ing graduate standards, with higher 

education at the table,” she said. “We know that students 

who participate in partnership programs succeed.”

A final panel examined the issue through the lens of 

the current economic crisis and suggested that, now more 

than ever, pre-k–12 schools must rely on higher educa-

tion’s more-stable financial resources as well as  its pro-

grammatic and research capabilities. Because New York 

City can’t afford to do much educational research, “uni-

versities are really our R&D departments,” said Photeine 

Anagnostopoulos, Chief Operating Officer for the New 

York City Department of Education. “They bring in what 

they’ve learned around the country.”

The economic downturn could make school systems 

more open to new cooperation with higher education, 

argued Seymour Fliegel, President of the Center for 

Educational Innovation-Public Education Association. 

“There’s never been a better time to get creative.” v

Community
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TC has received a $3.2 million grant to work with 

New York City community-based organizations 

to create after-school programs at public schools 

in Central Harlem, Morningside Heights, Washington 

Heights and Inwood.

The College’s Office of School and Community 

Partnerships (OSCP), which received the three-year 

grant from the New York State Department of Education, 

will design and run after-school programs focused on 

the so-called “STEM” disciplines—science, technology, 

engineering and math. These subjects have received 

insufficient funding and attention in recent years, 

especially in schools 

where poverty is high 

and funding is scarce, 

and where, as a result 

of pressure to meet the 

student proficiency 

goals of the federal 

No Child Left Behind 

legislation, teachers 

have had to focus most 

of their efforts on test 

prep in literacy and 

Robots and Rockets Launch TC 
After-School Partnerships
TC wins $3.2 million grant to run after-school programs in four local neighborhoods

basic math.

Called TC’s Harlem Ivy project, the initiative 

brings the College into partnership with The After-

School Corporation (TASC), Children’s Art and Science 

Workshops, Harlem Children’s Zone, Harlem Dowling 

and the New York City Mission Society. The after-school 

programs will run at Public Schools 161, 115 and 92, and 

Middle School 344. Students who participate will get the 

chance to operate and program a robot and do other types 

of hands-on projects intended to spark their interest in 

technology and the sciences.

“There is no more important place to do that 

work, and no more 

important place to 

start, than in our own 

neighborhood,”  said 

TC’s President Susan 

Fuhrman to the group 

of 30 who gathered at 

TC on October 15 to 

launch the project. The 

Harlem Ivy project 

will create “the highest 

quality after-school 
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Robots and Rockets Launch TC 
After-School Partnerships
TC wins $3.2 million grant to run after-school programs in four local neighborhoods

programs in order to provide a model for the rest of the 

country.”

The programs had previously been run by TASC, 

which requested TC’s involvement and will continue to 

offer technical and administrative support.

“We are going to be able to help children in cutting-

edge ways through new technologies and connections to 

the university campus and community,” said TC’s Nancy 

Streim, Associate Vice President and OSCP Director.

Mary Bleiberg, Vice President for Policy and 

Program Development at TASC, was enthusiastic about 

exposing the after-school participants to Teachers College 

and Columbia University. “All of the community-based 

organizations and all of the kids are now going to be able 

to have access to the greatest university in the world and 

the opportunity for our kids to come onto campus to see 

what they can do—and that is so exciting,” she said. “In 

six or seven years we may see kids who might not have 

thought of going to college beforehand entering Columbia 

University, Hunter or Yale.”

Added Stephanie Palmer, Executive Director of the 

New York Mission Society, “Never before has there been 

a time when these services are so important to residents 

in Central Harlem. We often hear that the neighborhood 

Community
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IT Is roCKET sCIEnCE  october 16th was national 
“lights on after-school” day, celebrating after-school 
programming nationwide. Kids at nyC’s P.s. 161, where TC 
will create new science-focused after-school programs, 
shot off rockets in honor of the occassion.
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helping Educators help 
Themselves
Working with Associate Vice President Nancy Sreim, Emily 
Zemke is the go-to person for access to TC’s resources

public schools in Harlem. 

She also does research on partner schools, manages 

communication between the schools and TC and recently 

organized “University-Assisted Public Schools as a Model for 

P–16 Education in New York State,” a conference held on 

October 22 at TC. (See page 12).

In other words, she’s the go-to person for Harlem public 

school administrators and teachers who want to access the 

resources and expertise at TC.

For example, 10 seventh graders from Hugo Newman 

School now visit the campus every week for two hours of 

community service in different offices. Another four students 

from Cristo Rey High School share a full-time salaried posi-

tion at TC. Two work for EdLab, the creative services group 

in TC’s Gottesman Libraries, where they are learning Web-

based video editing. 

“People can call in with any request,” Zemke says, add-

ing that teachers contact her about college visits, student 

volunteers and recruitment, as well as access to professional 

development and other resources and opportunities. 

As TC’s partnerships with Harlem schools grow, Zemke 

believes there will be more opportunities to help area students 

succeed. 

“There is such huge potential in a neighborhood like 

Harlem, where there are some extremely hardworking and 

committed teachers and principals,” she says. 

To effectively direct and channel TC resources into 

schools, OSCP is finalizing a contract with the New York 

City Department of Education to establish a long-term 

Emily Zemke, the coordinator of TC’s year-old 

Office of School and Community Partnerships 

(OSCP), has always been drawn to education.

As a journalist in London in the early ’00s, she 

covered issues in public school education, but was often 

disappointed by the superficial, sensational way editors 

approached complex and important stories.

So three years later, she created her own job. She 

started XCM (Extra-Curricular Magazine), a publi-

cation for teachers in London, produced on behalf of 

London University’s Institute of Education. There she 

wrote in-depth stories on issues teachers wanted to read 

about, while writing grants to fund the publication.

Still, Zemke was troubled by the difficulty of fairly 

representing teachers’ interests and needs through the 

commercial press. So in January 2004, she took the 

next logical step and embarked on a Ph.D. at Warwick 

University. She studied teachers’ professional identity in 

newspapers and research literature.

A visiting scholar position brought her to Teacher’s 

College in 2006. Here she completed her doctorate and 

took up her current position, where, as right hand to 

Associate Vice President Nancy Streim, she is thrilled to 

be in the epicenter of the burgeoning educational move-

ment of university-assisted education.

“It is really exciting to be involved, from the begin-

ning, in this extremely worthwhile agenda,” Zemke says. 

Zemke has helped OSCP win $8.5 million in grants 

that will be used in partnership programs with a group of 

speCial 

report o
n tC

’s osCp



novEmBEr 2008  1�8 all arTIClEs Can BE FounD aT: http://www.tc.edu/inside

emily zemke

School Partnership Network with 10 to 12 public 

elementary, middle and high schools that serve 

students most at risk for dropping out or under-

achieving. TC will direct a wide array of exist-

ing and new resources to the Network schools, 

including professional development opportuni-

ties, targeted curriculum enhancements, student 

teacher placements and parent/family engage-

ment activities. 

Two recently awarded grants—a $5 mil-

lion grant from the GE Foundation and a $3 

million grant from the state-funded Harlem 

Ivy 21st Century Community Learning Center 

program—will enable the TC partnership office 

to begin creating tailor-made programs for these 

schools.

Zemke says the purpose is to “raise student 

achievement in a sustainable way.” With more 

resources, students in partner schools will be 

better able to navigate the school pipeline into 

college. But there is a broader purpose, too: TC 

will create models that can be replicated, a ben-

efit to struggling public schools everywhere.

“We feel a responsibility to help and sup-

port the children of this community by helping 

educators help themselves,” Zemke says. “We are 

stakeholders in their future.” v

TC’s office of school and Community Partnerships (osCP) was 
created in 2007 to bring the College’s many existing outreach 
programs under a single umbrella, and to take TC’s partnership 

efforts to a new level. 

The office is headed by associate vice President nancy streim, who 
with TC President susan Fuhrman helped start a model university-
assisted public school in West Philadelphia when the two were at 
the university of Pennsylvania’s graduate school of Education. They 
also created partnerships with several existing public schools in the 
neighborhood. 

since arriving at TC, streim has hosted several meetings with harlem 
leaders and public school principals and superintendents to learn 
their needs. osCP, created by streim soon after her arrival, has since 
added staff, created a brochure and Web site listing all relevant 
TC resources, and secured more 
than $8 million in grants to part-
ner with local schools. The lat-
ter includes $5 million from the 
gE Foundation to partner with 
a group of harlem schools on 
curriculum and teacher devel-
opment in sTEm subjects (sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math) and $3.2 million from 
new york state to create sTEm-focused after-school programming.

The office is also the focal point for TC’s efforts to launch its own 
pre-K–8 public school in harlem, slated for Fall 2010.

streim heads a staff that consists of osCP Coordinator Emily Zemke, 
who does research on partner schools, coordinates communica-

tion between the schools and 
TC, and heads conference plan-
ning (see story on facing page); 
Project Director Janell Catlin 
for gE Partnership schools; and 
samantha Freeman, Program 
manager for harlem Ivy 
Partnerships.

samantha freeman

Janell Catlin

TC’s School 
Partnership Team
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h a r l e m  i v y  g r o u p s 
m e e t  “ t r i b o t ” is changing, but despite evidence that poverty is 

decreasing, there are disturbing statistics that show 

child poverty in this area is increasing.”

Harlem Ivy is with a national organization, the 21st 

Century Community Learning Centers, which funds 

and oversees after-school programs across the country 

and helped organize national “Lights On Afterschool” 

day, October 16. To commemorate the day, children at 

one of the Harlem Ivy schools, P.S. 161 in Harlem, set 

off air rockets using handcrafted launchers constructed 

of empty plastic two-litre bottles.

“After-school is a movement,” Palmer said at 

the program launch. “It is a right for kids across the 

nation, and especially in communities where parents 

are struggling.”

Harlem Ivy is one of several new ventures by 

Teachers College to support New York City public 

schools and their students. It is sponsored by OSCP, 

which was created at TC in 2007 with a mission to 

engage the College more closely with public schools 

in New York City. In spring 2008, OSCP secured 

a $5 million grant from GE Foundation to partner 

with 12 public schools in Harlem on STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and math) education. For 

more information, visit www.tc.edu/oscp/. ³

pa r t n e r s h i p s  ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  pa g e  1 7 )

a t the launch of the harlem Ivy after-school 
project on october 15, leaders of four new 

york community-based organizations, as well as 
school principals and teachers, were introduced 
to “Tribot,” a three-wheeled, computerized robot 
that will be a feature of the project’s  science-
based curriculum.

Daoquan li, a third-year doctoral student in 
TC’s Instructional Technology and media Program, 
clapped his hands while walking around a small 
table. he wasn’t dancing, but instead sending 
the 14-inch by 4-inch, sound-sensitive robot in 
circles on the tabletop. The robot avoided the 
table’s edges with distance and light sensors on 
its front that looked like camera lenses.

“Beginning students experience how the sensors 
work,” said li, who developed “Tribot” with 
fellow graduate students under the direction of 
margaret Chan, assistant Director of research at 
TC’s Institute for learning Technologies. “Then 
they learn programming, using the mathematical 
concepts of distance, rate and time.” ³
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n o v e m b e r  3  –  � �
art exhibit: richard Jochum, “intersections 
and interstices” at macy gallery
�:00 am - �:00 pm • 444 macy hall
New and recent work in a variety of forms 

and media including video, photography, 

ionstallation and object art. reception on 
november 6, 6-�pm, in macy gallery.

n o v e m b e r  7
adaptive technology - learning fundamentals
11:00am - 1:00pm • �34 horace mann
A MUST for serious web designers, this 

1-day, 2-hour informational workshop is for 

students, staff and faculty to learn about about 

speech synthesis and screen readers, and ways 

to incorporate basic technology making Web 

sites accessible for people with disabilities. 

The cost is $15; no prerequisites necessary. For 

more information, please contact Academic 

Computing; 212-678-3302; acs@tc.edu.

Benefits Q & A Session 1
3:00pm - 4:00pm • 30� russell hall
Come ask questions about benefits plan 

options during Open Enrollment. For more 

information, call 212-678-3175.

resume Writing Workshop
�:00pm - 3:00pm • room tbd 
For more information on this workshop, visit 

www.tc.columbia.edu/careerservices. 

monthly student forum: 6:00pm - 7:00pm
student senate meeting: 7:00pm - �:00pm
��� thompson hall
Monthly Student Forums provide students an 

opportunity to personally address their issues 

and concerns to their department representa-

tive. In addition to providing a feedback anal-

ysis of the Student Senate’s  work, all students 

are invited to voice an idea, complaint or 

concern and be heard. Student Senate meet-

ings (held bimonthly) directly follow and are 

open to all members of the Teachers College 

Community. Please visit www.tc.edu/senate 

for more information.

myers lecture: the play in art research by 
Charles garoian 
7:00pm - �:00pm • Cowin Center
Garoian, Director of the School of Visual Arts 

and Professor of Art Education at Penn State 

University, is the author of Performing Peda-

gogy: Toward an Art of Politics, coauthor of 

Spectacle Pedagogy: Art, Politics, and Visual 

Culture, and he has performed and lectured 

in colleges and universities, galleries and 

museums nationally and internationally. For 

more information, call 212-678-3360 or email 

arted@tc.edu.

n o v e m b e r  7  &  �
observing & assessing the preschool learner 
Conference
11/07/0�; �:00am - 4:00pm
11/0�/0�; �:00am - �:00pm
With increased public attention on the im-

portance of the early childhood years and the 

No Child Left Behind legislation comes the 

need for screening and diagnosis, assessment 

for curriculum planning, intervention, and 

program evaluation. This conference, directed 

by Ann Boehm and Barbara Sandberg, focus-

es on developing meaningful intervention by 

using the outcomes of assessment to inform 

intervention planning, both at home and in 

school. Some of the topics to be addressed 

are: social/emotional factors to handle school 

preparedness at the pre-school and kinder-

garten levels; cognitive and early literacy skills 

expected of young children; recent tests used 

for screening and intervention planning; and 

the relationship of the law to the assessment 

of preschoolers. For more information, visit 

www.tc.edu/ceoi/preschool.

n o v e m b e r  �
grant Writing Workshop for graduate students
�:30am - 1�:00noon

For more information, contact 

studentactivities@tc.edu.

n o v e m b e r  1 0 
ticket sale for The Rockettes 
Purchase your ticket in 160 Thorndike. Tick-

ets are Cash Only. ONLY one ticket per TC 

student ID. Student must be present with 

their TC ID. Tickets are Non-Refundable. 

For more information, contact studentac-
tivities@tc.edu.

“a mathematics education travelogue in 
asia - dispelling myths and opening dialog”
6:30pm - 7:30pm light supper and discus-
sion
7:30pm - �:00pm colloquium lecture
location tbd
Steve Rasmussen, Key Curriculum Press, 

will discuss his mathematical travelogue 

drawing from experiences in a dozen Asian 

countries. The pictures are personal, the 

experiences are singular, the observations are 

idiosyncratic. The human face of mathemat-

ics education that emerges helps show that 

colleagues in Asia struggle with issues not 

unlike our own. For more information, con-

tact tcmath@tc.edu or call (212) 678-3381.

n o v e m b e r  1 0  –  d e C e m b e r  �
Knitting Class series - second Class:
every monday from 1�:00pm–�pm
This is a wonderful opportunity for begin-

ners to learn about the art of knitting and for 

experienced knitters to perfect their skills. 

Fee: $15 for knitting materials. The classes are 

limited to 15 students. Contact Bianca Mona 

in the Office of Diversity and Community 

Affairs at ws_div-comm@tc.columbia.edu or 

call 212.678.4186 to register.

n o v e m b e r  1 0  &  1 1
google Collaboration playground
part 1: 11/10/0�; 11:00am - 1:00pm; �34 hm
part �: 11/11/0�; 11:00am - 1:00pm; �34 hm

Calendar
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This 2-day, 2-hour informational workshop 

is for students, staff and faculty to explore 

the collaborative fun of Google Documents. 

Students will share and co-author Google 

slideshow, word processor, spreadsheet and 

calendar documents online. Privacy, offline 

capabilities and Office import/export will 

also be covered. The cost is $30; no prerequi-

sites necessary. For more information, please 

contact Academic Computing; 212-678-

3302; acs@tc.edu.

n o v e m b e r  1 1
tiaa-Cref
�:00am - �:00pm • �03 russell hall

Benefits Q & A Session 2
11:00am - 1�:00pm • 306 russell hall
Come ask questions about benefits plan 

options during Open Enrollment. For more 

information, call 212-678-3175.

veterans day: news display
�:00am - 11:00pm • the everett Café

fall film series: Education in America: 20th 
Century
1�:00pm - 1:00pm • �nd floor, gottesman 
Education in America is a series of archival 

films about the history and origins of 

schooling in our country. The series is 

narrated by Freeman Butts, the William E. 

Russell Professor Emeritus in the Founda-

tions of Education, who served as Head of 

Department of Social and Philosophical 

Foundations at Teachers College Columbia 

University from 1948 to 1958. Part 2, the 

Nineteenth Century, discusses the develop-

ment of free public school systems from 

the time of the Northwest ordinance until 

1900, including the westward movement, 

the change to secular education, the rise and 

decline of the district school, the struggle for 

tax support and state control, compulsory 

attendance laws, and the rise of teacher-

training institutions. It describes the influence 

of American textbooks, the effect of the Civil 

War on education, and the contributions of 

Daniel Webster, William McGuffey, Gideon 

Hawley, and Horace Mann. Please contact 

Jennifer Govan govan@tc.edu or visit www.
tc-library.org for more details.

education pioneers
4:00pm - �:30pm • room tbd 
For more information on this workshop, visit 

www.tc.columbia.edu/careerservices. 

afri-Cafe lecture series - facing the violent 
past and Challenges of reconciliation in 
south africa
7:00pm - �:00pm
30� russell hall 
This Afri-Cafe Lecture will feature Karen 

Murphey, Director of International Programs 

at Facing History and Ourselves, an interna-

tional educational and professional develop-

ment NGO. She coordinates projects outside 

the US, plans and facilitates seminars, and 

supports in-country colleagues with strategic 

planning. She works in a range of countries, 

including England where Facing History 

has an office and Northern Ireland, Rwanda 

and South Africa where Facing History has 

in-depth collaborations. She is currently 

working on a web-based interactive module 

that explores transitional justice processes in 

Germany, Northern Ireland, Rwanda and 

South Africa. Karen attended Carleton Col-

lege and has a PhD in American Studies from 

the University of Minnesota. Light refresh-

ments will be served.

n o v e m b e r  1 �
brown bag lunch discussion with aaron pallas
1�:30pm - 1:4�pm • �71 grace dodge hall
Professor Aaron Pallas will be speaking about 

“New York City’s School Progress Reports: 

What Have We Learned?” A very light lunch 

will be served.

In’s & Out’s of Teacher Certification
4:00pm - �:00pm • 400 russell hall
What do I need to do before I graduate? 

How do I find out the requirements for my 

certification area? This workshop is open to 

all students seeking teacher certification. Call 

212.678.4057, email chung@tc.edu or visit 

www.tc.edu/ote with questions.

live performance: Joe freuen (Jazz)
�:00pm - 6:00pm • the everett Café
Trombonist and composer Joe Freuen attend-

ed Manhattan School of Music and Teachers 

College, receiving a Masters of Jazz Studies 

and Masters of Education and has received 

numerous awards, including Downbeat 

Magazine’s Student Awards for both 2005 

and 2006, an ASCAP Young Jazz Composer 

finalist award in 2005, Jazz at Lincoln Center’s 

First Music Commission Project honorable 

mention in 2005, and U of O Jazz Studies 

Student of the Year in 2004. The Everett Cafe 

is host to a series of 1-hour musical perfor-

mances by musicians in the Teachers College 

community. Come grab a coffee and enjoy the 

music.

private, public, independent, and Charter 
schools sharing effective practices in im-
proving education
�:30pm - 7:00pm • milbank Chapel
Schools employ different efforts in working 

towards educational equity as it pertains to 

creating a safe, sensitive, and successful learn-

ing community. Experienced leaders from the 

public, private, independent and charter sec-

tors are invited to give brief descriptions of the 

measures their schools take towards ensuring 

educational equity while discussing common-

alities and misconceptions of their practice. 

The conversation will be mediated so that 

each panelist has the opportunity to speak for 

ten to fifteen minutes before participating in a 

question and answer exchange. This dialogue 
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will be immediately followed by a recep-

tion where all in attendance are encouraged 

to engage in dialogue with the speakers and 

their peers. In addition, TC will also invite 

representatives from local schools in order to 

further educate students in attendance about 

the specifics of how certain practices work in 

their institutions while discussing potential 

job opportunities. For further question or 

concerns please contact Alex Shaurette via 

email at pas�163@columbia.edu. This event 

is brought to you by KDP, Department of 

Organizational Leadership, Student Senate 

and Career Services.

typical errors in learning Chinese as a second 
or foreign language 
7:30pm • 30� russell hall
The Certificate Program in Teaching Chinese 

to Speakers of Other Languages (TCSOL) 

cordially invites you to a guest lecture by Pro-

fessor Xiaobing Zhou, Dean of the School for 

Overseas Educational Exchange, Sun Yet-Sen 

University, Guangzhou, China. Light refresh-

ments will be served. The talk will be given in 

Chinese. RSVP to tcsol@tc.columbia.edu or 

visit www.tc.columbia.edu/tcsol.

film screening: I Love Hip Hop in Morocco!
7:00pm - 10:00pm • �nd floor, gottesman
A film screening and discussion of the recent 

documentary, I Love Hip Hop in Morocco! 

will be led by Assistant Professor Louis 

Francis Cristillo, Project Director for the 

Muslim Youth in New York City Public 

Schools Study. Cristollo will then be joined 

by Dr. Hisham Aidi, lecturer in political 

science at Columbia’s School of International 

and Public Affairs, and Joshua Asen, Co-

producer/Director of the film, to discuss this 

story of a group of Moroccan Hip Hop artists 

who, after meeting strong resistance and ap-

pealing to the American Embassy, successfully 

launch the “I Love Hip Hop!” festival in three 

Moroccan cities. Co-sponsored by the Center 

for African Education at Teachers College 

and the Middle East Institute at SIPA. Please 

RSVP to library@tc.edu. 

n o v e m b e r  1 3
Buddhist Meditation: Q & A with a monk
7:30pm - 9:00pm • Whittier Cafe, 1st floor
Please bring a comfortable cushion (or two) 

for meditation. Contact Mike Wong at 

mhw�1�0@columbia.edu or call or 917-224-

5979.

literacy Workshop
1�:00pm - 1:00pm • 17� grace dodge hall
“Fun Ways to Support Your Child with Read-

ing and Writing” are a series of workshops 

for all support staff and faculty members 

who wish to learn how to interact with their 

children around literacy. Using the materi-

als provided participants will learn ways to 

talk about books with their children and to 

develop a repertoire of writing activities to do 

with children. The workshops will be lead 

by Marjorie Martinelli, a K-2 literacy staff 

developer; Jane Bean-Folkes, a 3-5 literacy 

staff developer; and Chris Lehman, a middle 

school literacy staff developer at the Teacher’s 

College Reading and Writing Project. Join 

us for an hour of fun and learning that can 

support your child’s literacy learning. Bring 

a brown bag lunch; desserts and drinks will 

be provided. For more information, email 

lehman@tc.edu.

free baby & me yoga
�:00 - �:30pm: 6 weeks-crawling group 
�:30 - 6:00pm: Crawling-pre-walking group 
�:30 - 6:30pm: herbal tea and conversation 
�17 new residence tv lounge 

The class will consist of movement, yoga, and 

techniques for baby massage. First class is 

offered free of charge; future participation for 

a fee. Email Amita for more information at 

amitaroyshah@gmail.com.

n o v e m b e r  1 6
live on broadway: Wintuk 
3pm 
Purchase your ticket in 160 Thorndike. Tick-

ets are Cash Only. ONLY one ticket per TC 

student ID. Student must be present with 

their TC ID. Tickets are Non-Refundable. 

For more information, contact studentac-
tivities@tc.edu.

n o v e m b e r  1 7  &  1 �
Comprehensive educational equity: 
overcoming the socioeconomic barriers to 
school success
�:00am - �:30pm • Cowin Conference Center
We hope you will attend The Campaign for 

Educational Equity’s 2008 Equity Sympo-

sium. The purpose of this year’s conference 

is to confront the reality that to overcome 

achievement gaps and promote academic 

proficiency for all children, we must tackle 

the full range of opportunity gaps faced by 

children from backgrounds of concentrated 

poverty, including health-, home-, and com-

munity-related barriers to learning, as well as 

inequities in academic opportunities. 

Review current research on these issues; 

Examine the experiences of important 

demonstration projects; Present estimates of 

the actual costs of providing a range of the 

most essential services; and Consider feasible 

initiatives for implementing a policy of com-

prehensive services on a broad scale. 

Others have studied this approach over 

the years, and many, varied demonstration 

projects have been mounted. This confer-

ence will explore how we move from pilots 

to policy with specific proposals for bringing 

the scale efforts to provide access to neces-

sary resources and comprehensive services. 

With a video introduction by Tony Blair 

and presentations by Chuck Basch, Geoffrey 

Canada, Arne Duncan, Edmund Gordon, 

Carl Hayden, Cheryl Hayes, Sharon Lynn 

Kagan, Milbrey McLaughlin, Michael  

Calendar
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Rebell, Richard Rothstein, Heather Weiss 

and others. For more information, contact 

Jessica Garcia at 212-678-8362 or jgarcia@
tc.edu or visit www.tcequity.org/symposium.

n o v e m b e r  1 7
lecture and reception: Cameron mcCar-
thy, Re-reading Class, Re-reading Cultural 
Studies, Re-reading Tradition: Neo-Marxist 
Nostalgia and the Remorselessly Vanishing 
Pasts
177 grace dodge hall • 3:00pm - �:30pm
McCarthy assesses the status of the concepts 

of tradition and class within contemporary 

cultural studies literature on the industrial 

working class—maintaining, in part, that 

these terms have been deployed within a 

center-periphery thesis and a field-bound 

ethnographic framework by cultural studies 

scholars pursuing a sub-cultural studies ap-

proach. “Britishness”—the silent organizing 

principle defining metropolitan work-

ing class traditions and forms of cultural 

resistance—has placed cultural studies in 

tension with postcolonial subjectivities often 

reduced. He insists that recent films and 

literary works offer a more complex story of 

class identities in the age of globalization and 

transnationalism. McCarthy teaches mass 

communications theory and cultural studies 

at the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign as University Scholar and Com-

munications Scholar in the Department of 

Educational Policy Studies and has authored 

or co-authored many books, such as Mul-

ticultural Curriculum: New Directions for 

Social Theory, Practice and Policy and Read-

ing and Teaching the Postcolonial: From 

Baldwin to Basquiat and Beyond (Teachers 

College Press, 2001). Jointly sponsored by 

TC’s Programs in English Education and So-

cial Studies. For more information, contact 

Lisa Daehlim at 212-678-3469 or daehlin@
tc.edu.

more zen, less phobia: a film screening and 
discussion regarding the �00� Xenophobic 
violence in south africa
4:00pm - 6:00pm • 30� russell hall
As part of the Tri-Continental Film Festiva, 

in August 2008, Filmmakers Against Racism 

screened seven short movies, under the ban-

ner of More Zen, Less Phobia, based upon 

footage shot in May 2008 when attacks broke 

out against people who were presumed to be 

mkwerekweres [“foreigners”] in South Africa. 

Refugees from Zimbabwe, Mozambique, 

Congo and Somalia were particularly targeted, 

62 people were killed, and tens of thousands 

of people were displaced to temporary camps. 

A selection of the films will be shown, and a 

discussion of the causes and consequences of 

the bloodshed, and the reception these films 

have received, will be led by TC’s Professor 

of Arts Administration Steven Dubin; Sean 

Jacobs, University of Michigan; and Francois 

Verster, Queen Wilhelmina Visiting Professor 

of the History, Language and Literature of the 

Dutch-Speaking People, Columbia. For more 
details, email library@tc.edu.

elizabeth minnich on Transforming 
Knowledge: university seminar on innovation 
in education
7:00pm - �:00pm • 30� russell hall
Join Dr. Minnich, Senior Scholar at the 

AAC&U’s Office of Diversity, Equity and 

Global Initiatives, for a stimulating evening 

of new ideas and discussion on changing 

what and how we think in informal and 

formal schooling while including and valuing 

the majority of humankind. The Univer-

sity Seminar on Innovation in Education 

explores the process of learning in individuals, 

organizations, and society–throughout the 

lifespan and via major institutions and is co-

chaired by Ronald Gross, who also conducts 

Gottesman’s Socratic Conversations, and 

Robert McClintock, TC’s John L. and Sue 

Ann Weinberg Professor in the Historical and 

Philosophical Foundations of Education. 

n o v e m b e r  1 �
fall film series: This Brave Nation: Part 5
1�:00noon - 1:00pm • �nd floor, gottesman
This Brave Nation is a new documentary 

series from Brave New Foundation and 

The Nation magazine. In five parts, the film 

joins some of the most celebrated progressive 

minds, including Carl Pope, Executive Direc-

tor of the Sierra Club; Van Jones, founder 

of the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights 

and Green For All; Bonnie Raitt, legendary 

musician, feminist, activist; Dolores Huerta, 

legendary organizer, feminist, and activist; 

Anthony Romer, Director of the American 

Civil Liberties Union; Ava Lowery, home 

schooled peace activist and filmmaker; Pete 

Seeger, folksinger and political activist, Majora 

Carter, founder of Sustainable South Bronx; 

Tom Hayden, Activist and Former California 

State Senator; and Naomi Klein, author of No 

Logo and The Shock Doctrine. The docu-

mentary series serves to raise questions and 

stimulate conversation about social justice and 

constructive social and political change. Please 

contact Jennifer Govan (govan@tc.edu) or 

visit www.tc-library.org for more details. This 

is the final part.

new york City doe information session
4:30pm - �:30pm • 400 russell hall
Find out how to obtain a job in NYC. Fa-

cilitated by Fern Cruz, Recruitment Man-

ager for TC. Registration is requested. Call 

212.678.3502/3466, email ote@tc.edu or visit 

www.tc.edu/ote for more information.

virgina pourakis duet (flute)
6:00pm - 7:00pm • the everett Café

live on broadway: Young Frankenstein 
7:00pm
Purchase your ticket in 160 Thorndike. 

Tickets are Cash Only. ONLY one ticket per 
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TC student ID. Student must be present with 

their TC ID. Tickets are Non-Refundable. 

For more information, contact studentactivi-
ties@tc.edu.

n o v e m b e r  1 �  &  � 0
powerpoint beyond the basics - Creating 
graphics and multimedia presentations
part 1: 11/1�/0�; 1:00pm - 3:00pm; �34 hm
part �: 11/�0/0�; 1:00pm - 3:00pm; �34 hm
Instructed by Linda Bloom. This two-day, 

two-hour informational workshop is for stu-

dents, staff and faculty to learn to customize 

presentations using templates, multiple slide 

masters, and custom animation. Incorporate 

audio and video, create flowcharts, and create 

custom slideshows using hyperlinks. The cost 

is $30; prerequisites are PowerPoint Basics or 

instructor’s permission. For more informa-

tion, please contact Academic Computing; 

212-678-3302; acs@tc.edu.

n o v e m b e r  1 �
booktalk: Completing Your Qualitative Dis-
sertation, with linda dale bloomberg and 
marie volpe
4:00pm - 6:00pm • 30� russell hall

diversity film series
�:00pm - 7:00pm • 136 thompson hall
The Office for Diversity and Community Af-

fairs will sponsor a Diversity Film Series, and 

we invite you to the screening of the third film 

in the series, TBA.  Light refreshments served. 

For more information about events listed 

please contact our office, Zankel 128, x3391. 

Come and meet with us! We welcome your 

thoughts, ideas for additional programming, 

concerns and opportunities for collaboration. 

For more information, contact Jolene A. Lane  

at lane@tc.columbia.edu.

Benefits Q & A Session 3
3:00pm - 4:00pm • 461 grace dodge hall
Come ask questions about benefits plan 

options during Open Enrollment. For more 

information, call 212-678-3175.

n o v e m b e r  � 0
exhibit—Children’s rights: news display
�:00am - 11:00pm • the everett Café
On 11/20/1959 the United Nations issued a 

Declaration of the Rights of a Child; the docu-

ment contains 10 guiding principles no matter 

one’s race, color sex, language, religion, politi-

cal or other opinion, among them: the special 

right to grow up and to develop physically 

and spiritually in a healthy and normal way, 

free and with dignity; the right to a name and 

citizenship; the right to housing and medical 

services, to special care if handicapped, to love 

and understanding, to free schooling, play and 

equal opportunity; and the right to be taught 

peace, understanding, tolerance and friend-

ship.

blood drive 
1:30pm - 7:00pm
For more information, contact studentactivi-

ties@tc.edu.

family: haven, hassle, or ...?! a socratic 
Conversation
4:00pm - �:00pm • �nd floor, gottesman
What does Family mean to you? What are 

the economic social roles of Family today? 

How do you respond to Family issues in the 

political arena? How do Family circumstances 

affect learning, education—and your own life? 

Participate in this conversation (moderated by 

Ronald Gross, author of Socrates’ Way, Co-

chair of the University Seminar on Innova-

tion in Education, is part of a year long series. 

Examine how issues of fairness have played 

out through history, is key to effecting lasting 

change. To assure yourself a spot, complete 

with diet hemlock and cookies, please RSVP 

to library@tc.edu.

myers lecture: intersections and interstices 

by richard Jochum 
4:00pm - �:00pm • macy gallery
The Austrian sculptor and media artist Rich-

ard Jochum has been a visiting scholar at 

Teachers College since 2004. This presenta-

tion highlights the visual output of a scholar 

who has used his art practice as a basis 

for becoming part of the TC community 

through his lectures, research, and courses. 

The accompanying exhibition displays 

new and recent work in a variety of media 

including video, photography, installation, 

and object art. Following its title, “Intersec-

tions and Interstices,” Richard will discuss 

how he explores notions such as ‘threshold,’ 

‘interstice,’ and ‘space in between,’ that have 

been an ongoing theme of his work. For 

more information, please call 212-678-3360 

or email arted@tc.edu.

recruitment: Carney, sandoe and assoc.
7:00pm - �:00pm • location: tbd
Carney, Sandoe and Associates provides 

Placement, Head of School and Top Admin-

istrator Search, and Consulting Services for 

independent, charter, and like-kind schools 

all over the country, and all over the world. 

More schools use CS&A than any other re-

cruitment firm—having successfully worked 

with over 1,500 schools in 46 states and 26 

countries internationally to provide the 

most exceptional recruitment and consult-

ing services available. For more information 

on this workshop, visit www.tc.columbia.
edu/careerservices. 

buddhist meditation: topic to be tba
7:30pm-9:00pm • Whittier Cafe, 1st floor 
Contact Mike Wong at mhw�1�0@colum-
bia.edu or call or 917-224-5979.

n o v e m b e r  � 1
hpse �00� fall open house
�:30pm - 7:30pm • ��1 grace dodge hall
Program Open House. Please contact  

Calendar
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v o lu m E  1 4  • n u m B E r  2

C o n ta C t  u s !
W e  W a n t  to  h e a r  f r o m  yo u ! 

to submit story ideas, visit:
www.tc.edu/newsbureau/newsrequest.htm 

or e-mail  e a @ t c . e d u
or send via campus mail to box 306,

offiCe of eXternal affairs.

please  submit  calendar  not ices  by 
the  1�th  of  the  month  preceeding 

the  event,  by  emai l ing 
farmer@tc.edu .

Tamsyn Phifer with inquiries at trphifer@

yahoo.com or 212-678-3750.

student senate meeting
6:00pm - �:30pm
Student Senate meetings provide an oppor-

tunity to voice concerns and ideas. They are 

held bimonthly and are open to all members 

of the Teachers College Community. Please 

visit www.tc.edu/senate for more informa-

tion.

n o v e m b e r  � 4
Teacher Certification Exams Overview
4:00pm - �:00pm • 177 grace dodge hall 
Find out what to expect on the 3 required 

NYS teacher certification exams. The first 5 

people get a free test prep book! One lucky 

person will get 1 test paid for by attending 

and being in OTE’s raffle! Please contact Julia 

Yu at ote@tc.edu or 212-678-3978. 

n o v e m b e r  � �
live performance: Wadsworth strings
�:00pm - 6:00pm • the everett Café
The Wadsworth Strings Ensemble features 

music for classical strings, from the sympho-

nies of Mozart and Haydn, to well known 

arias from the operas of Puccini and Bizet, 

adding in a selection of continental Viennese 

waltzes and French cabaret. Wadsworth 

Strings, emanating from the Washington 

Heights area, is a division of Claremont 

Strings, founded by Vivian Penham, a gradu-

ate of the Juilliard School and Columbia 

University. Come grab a coffee and enjoy the 

music. 

n o v e m b e r  � 7
tC Community thanksgiving dinner 
1�:00-3:00pm • grace dodge dining hall 
An Invitation to the Teachers College 

Community. Have Thanksgiving with your 

TC Family! “Traditional American” holiday 

fare: Roast Turkey with all the trimmings–

mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, green 

beans, tossed salad, cake, sweet potato pie 

and beverages. Special activities: music, and 

raffles.  It is sure to be a Very Special Event!  

Dinner will be served from 12-1:30pm 

followed by desserts. A limited number of 

tickets are available. Sponsored by the Office 

s of the President for Diversity and Com-

munity Affairs, Residential Services, Student 

Activities and Programs, and the Student 

Senate. For ticket sales and questions please 

call (212) 678-4164 or email ws_div-comm@
tc.columbia.edu.

d e C e m b e r  1  –  1 �
student fall exhibition
macy gallery, 444 macy hall
�:00am - �:00pm
Student works from the studio classes 

of Painting, Drawing, Ceramics and 

Exploratory Investigations. Curated by 

Rebecca Bourgault, Judith Burton, Tom 

Lollar, Joy Moser, and Maurizio Pellegrin. 

opening reception is on friday, december �, 
�-�pm, macy gallery.

d e C e m b e r  1
film screening: Revolution ‘67 w/marylou 
tibaldo-bongiorno
4:00pm - 7:30pm
306 russell hall

dr. uwe gielen, on Counselors and 
therapists in a multicultural World: 
university seminar on innovation in 
education
7:00pm - �:00pm
30� russell hall
Join Dr. Uwe Gielen for a stimulating 

evening of new ideas and discussio. The 

University Seminar on Innovation in 

Education explores the process of learning 

in individuals, organizations, and society–

throughout the lifespan and via major 

institutions and is co-chaired by Ronald 

Gross, who also conducts Gottesman’s 

Socratic Conversations, and Robert 

McClintock, TC’s John L. and Sue Ann 

Weinberg Professor in the Historical and 

Philosophical Foundations of Education.
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C a r l a  f i s h e r  ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  b a C K  C o v e r )

student achievement gains. But there 

is room for improvement there.

“Senator McCain says we have 

got to get out of the process of doing 

earmarked research projects and get 

to a place where we can absolutely 

have a national area of focus. He 

is proposing putting somebody in 

the White House whose brief is 

basic research in the United States—

primarily in the area of science and 

technology, but also education K–

12.”

darling-hammond: “The Obama 

campaign has talked about how to 

ratchet up substantially both the 

amount and quality of educational 

research, so that we are making 

decisions based on what works. He 

also proposes a panel of education 

researchers, practitioners, business 

people and others who will help us 

think about how to scale up what 

works. How do you think about the 

governance changes? How do you 

think about the networking that’s 

needed? In doubling the research 

budget, he looks for more research 

on learning, learning for special 

needs students and English language 

learners, as well as learning in 

general, so we begin to tackle issues 

we have in enabling all kids to meet 

standards. And also research about 

how to develop more of the “D” in 

the R&D, to develop the kinds of 

curriculum and assessments that will 

be productive for the full range of 

learners in our schools.” v

e d u C at i o n  d e b at e   ( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  pa g e  � )

Development and Digital media, 
who is something of a living legend 
in the field. and of course, there 
was the coursework, which put 
cognitive development concepts 
together with technology.

“It’s made me a much bigger 
geek,” she says. “all these inter-
esting things I see have names 
and reasons and theories behind 
them, and I share that way too 
often with people who don’t really 
care.”

she finds this rich research 
background invaluable in her 
field. “research works hand-in-
hand with the development cycle,” 
she says. “There are so many more 
nuances to designing effective 
products for children than just 
making bigger buttons and using 

shorter words. It helps to stand 
on the shoulders of researchers 
who have done so much testing.”

right now Fisher is working at 
sesame Workshop on multimedia 
software that tailors instruc-
tion to the individual student. 
students take a standard liter-
acy test, and the program uses 
their individual profiles to pro-
vide games and video content 
(including over 2,000 archived 
clips from the 1970s educational 
Tv show “The Electric Company”) 
that focus on the areas where 
they struggle.

“In the classroom, a student 
is often one voice among thirty, 
but online you have opportunities 
to tailor content toward interests 
and needs,” Fisher says. “We’re 

going to see more and more of 
that in education.”

still, she says, parents face 
challenges in navigating all the 
new technology in education. 

“There is so much more noise 
out there to sort through. We may 
have had a computer as kids, but 
we weren’t also competing with a 
cell phone, a nintendo Ds, a Wii, 
and xBox and 14,000 different 
channels and Web sites. The sheer 
amount of choices is huge.”

For her own part, though, Fisher 
says it’s rewarding to be able to 
say “I made a game today. 

“Every once in a while I’ll see 
a kid on the subway using some-
thing that I helped to create, and 
it’s just a great feeling. v

f o r  C a l e n d a r  e v e n t s 
individuals with disabilities 
are encouraged to contact 
oasid at oasid@tc.edu,   

(�1�) 67�-36��, (�1�)  
67�-3��3 tty, (�1�) 67�-
3��4 video phone, as early as 
possible to request reasonable 

accommodations, such as asl 
interpreters, alternate format 
materials, and a campus map 
of accessible features.
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Discovering 

her Inner 
Child

TC Student Carla 
Engelbrecht Fisher didn’t 
know that children’s games 

and TV shows were her pas-
sion until she started writing 

for a kids’ magazine

F or Carla Engelbrecht Fisher, there 
was a time when the magazine 
rack at Barnes & noble held a 

student Profile

power akin to that of the sorting hat in 
the harry Potter books: each publication 
represented a different possible life.

“Coming out of college, all I wanted to do was work 
at a magazine—it didn’t really matter which one,” 
says Fisher, who is earning an Ed.D. in Instructional 
Technology and media in TC’s Communication, 
Computing and Technology in Education Program. 
“If Motor Trends had hired me, I’d be living a very 
different life now.”

The magazine that did hire Fisher was Highlights 
for Children, and it started her down a path that led 
to TC, working in research and multimedia content for 
“sesame street,” and ultimately, designing games for 
elementary school students who are having problems 
learning to read.

Fisher admits she might not have taken as readily 
to crankshafts as she did to children’s media. “I never 
really grew up,” she says. “I’m still perfectly happy to 

play with kids’ toys and watch children’s television 
shows, even though I don’t have kids. most of my 
friends working in other fields don’t get to have 
stuffed animals on their desks.”

But Fisher’s true love is playing with ideas, and 
TC has helped her to do just that. For starters, 
the College awarded Fisher a one-year Elihu rose 
Fellowship, covering about half the cost of her 
tuition. The Fellowship required her to do an 
internship with a non-profit company, and her 
advisor, Professor Chuck Kinzer, suggested she 
try sesame Workshop, the production facility for 
“sesame street” and related toys and education 
products, because it was one of the few places 
doing the kind of game development she was 
interested in. as a result, Fisher has gotten to work 
directly with glenda revelle, the Workshop’s vice 
President for Education and research and Creative 
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