

A Soldier’s Story
Garth Stewart lost a limb in Iraq, returned to active 
duty, and now he’s taking on TC—as a student
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Earthly Pursuits
TC’s Peter Coleman to join 
Columbia’s Earth Institute

Teachers College Professor Peter 

Coleman, who studies intractable 

conflicts around the world, is join-

ing the Earth Institute, the famed research 

center at Columbia University headed by 

economist Jeffrey Sachs.

Beginning this fall, Coleman, Associate 

Professor of Psychology and Education and 

Director of TC’s International Center for 

Cooperation and Conflict Resolution, will 

be among the first group of professors 

from different schools across Columbia to 

assume joint faculty appointments at the 

institute.

Over the past decade, the Institute has 

Late on the evening of March 19, 2003, Garth Stewart looked up 

into the Kuwaiti sky and saw it glimmer and glow amid a mis-

sile barrage. So began his initiation, Operation Iraqi Freedom, 

the American military effort that toppled Saddam Hussein. Two weeks 

later, the initiation got a lot rougher when Stewart, then just 20 years old, 

stepped on a landmine buried 

along a forlorn strip of road 

on the south side of Baghdad, 

leaving his left leg a mangled 

mess. 

Most people would have 

called it a war, but just three 

months later, Stewart was 

back with his battalion, on 

active duty. To get there, he 

would undergo a rehabilita-

tion stint at Walter Reed Army 

Medical Center that would be 

chronicled on the front pages 

of the Washington Post  and 

mount a challenge that would 

ultimately rewrite the Army 

rulebook. And he would also 

Garth 
Stewart
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Student

“I’ve taken a lot of trips 
back to Walter Reed since 

to visit the newly wounded, 
and it feels  

really good to be able to tell 
them, ‘Look, you can do 

whatever you want.  
You can go back and do the 

job. I did it.”
~ g a r t h  St e w a r t

strike up a friendship with New York Times political 

cartoonist Jeff Danziger that would lead him to attend 

Columbia University on the GI Bill, and that has now 

brought him to Teachers College to prepare for life as a 

social studies teacher.

“I was told that I recovered from my injury the fast-

est they’d ever seen,” says Stewart, whose boyish, bespec-

tacled mien is belied by 

his 6-foot-5-inch, 200-

plus pound frame. “I’ve 

taken a lot of trips back to 

Walter Reed since to visit 

the newly wounded, and 

it feels really good to be 

able to tell them, ‘Look, 

you can do whatever you 

want. You can go back and 

do the job. I did it. If 

you don’t want to go back, 

I’ve already gone to college 

and here is how I used my 

benefits.’ They just light 

up. They see the light at 

the end of the tunnel. It 

makes a big difference and 

that means a lot to me.”

Stewart grew up in 

Stillwater, Minnesota, a 

hamlet of some 15,000 people on the banks of the St. Croix 

River. It was there that he decided after graduating from 

Stillwater Area High School to enlist in the Army—some 

two months before the 9/11 attacks. By 2003, as the threat 

of war grew more ominous by the day, he was living in a 

tent in the big sandy of southern Kuwait, where tempera-

tures would soar above 130 degrees by day and come sun-

down his unit would drill until 3 a.m. “I enjoyed it; it was 

fun,” he says almost wistfully. “Operation Desert Spring 

was honestly fun.”

The fun and games 

would soon come to end, 

however, when Stewart’s 

unit was among the first 

wave of American soldiers 

to cross the Iraqi border. 

The mission—or “planned 

final objective” in military 

speak—of his platoon of 30 

men was to make it to a 

highway cloverleaf in south 

Baghdad. All of their maps 

ended at that one spot, the 

pot of gold at the end of 

their rainbow. 

After a pitched fire 

fight, Stewart and his pla-

toon made it to that final 

objective in early April 

and secured the road. “All 

we were doing was sorting 

through captured weapons and processing prisoners,” he 

says. “Me and a friend were walking on a road toward an 

anti-aircraft bunker and—Bam!—I stepped on that land 

St e w a r t  C o n t i n u e d  F r o m  F r o n t  pa g e
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mine.”

In a split second, the explosive ripped through his 

foot and sent his life careening on a journey he could 

hardly have imagined. His wound would become infected 

with Acinetobacter bacteria, which thrives in the fertile 

soil along the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and in order to 

rid his body of the infection, Army doctors would have to 

amputate four times—in each case inching nearer to his 

left knee. 

He spent three weeks at Walter Reed, where the mor-

phine essentially brought his digestive system to a screech-

ing halt. He couldn’t even hold down water and spent a 

week hooked up to an IV. “I just threw up all day long.”

To make matters worse, during an epidural, his doctor 

punctured his spine, causing a leak of cerebral spinal fluid 

that resulted in what is known as a spinal headache—a 

head-throbbing, mind-numbing, migraine-like pain.

If his first two weeks at Walter Reed were hell, the final 

one was infinitely better. After his last surgery, Stewart 

told his doctors he was getting off Dilaudid no matter the 

pain, and his body began to recover. That same week, U.S. 

Senator Daniel Inouye, who had himself lost an arm in 

World War II as a member of the 442nd Regiment—a unit 

made up of Japanese Americans who fought so bravely and 

well that it became the most decorated in U.S. military 

history—walked up to Stewart’s bedside and asked him if 

he could pin his Purple Heart on him.

“I said I’d be honored and stood up on one leg, and he 

pinned on my Purple Heart with his one hand,” Stewart 

says. “And then right behind him, Hulk Hogan came by to 

say hello. I told Hulk Hogan that he was my hero when 

I was a kid, and he told me, ‘Well, you’re my hero now, 

brother.’ I was on Cloud Nine that day.”

Two days later, looking gaunt at just 156 pounds, 

Stewart left Walter Reed for good.

For soldiers who lose a limb, the pattern is always the 

same: the military issues an honorable discharge, and they 

venture off to make a life for themselves outside the uni-

form. In fact, in 2003, it was against Army regulations for 

an amputee to serve in the infantry. Stewart, however, was 

set on returning to his battalion—amputation or not.

He simply out-willed the Army bureaucracy. With 

the aid of a prosthesis (these days he wears the latest 

and greatest, the BioQuest Prosthetics Freedom Foot), 

he passed the Army’s physical training test, re-qualified 

St e w a r t  C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  4

aCtiVe dutY garth Stewart helped rewrite army 

regulations when he returned to his infantry battalion 

after having his left foot amputated.
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on his rifle and mortar, and somehow managed to 

attend the Army’s National Training Center for Desert 

Warfare. He simply would not take no for answer, and 

he eventually made it back to his battalion, rejoining his 

buddies at Fort Benning in Georgia—and in so doing 

helped change Army regulation. 

“Think about it this way: If you get injured, you 

gotta prove to your-

self that you can still 

do what you were 

doing at the time of 

the injury,” he 

says. “I needed 

to do that. So 

that was very 

satisfying for 

me. There were 

two things I was worried about in the hospital bed, and 

it was athletic prowess, Was I ever going to be strong 

again? and then vanity, What would girls think? I found 

out the first weekend I was home that women are very 

forgiving about that sort of thing. So I quit worrying 

about that. And then as far as athletics goes, I went back 

to the Army.”

St e w a r t  C o n t i n u e d  F r o m  pa g e  3

Having proven he could do it, Stewart left the ser-

vice in late 2004, but not before dashing off a fan letter 

to Danziger, whose anthology Wreckage Begins with ‘W’ 

struck a chord. Danziger by turn invited Stewart to New 

York to stay with him and his wife and visit local col-

leges. Stewart took him up on the offer, and the moment 

he walked onto the Columbia campus, he knew it was 

the place for him.

His experience at Columbia was great, he says. He 

fit right in, so much so that some of his friends don’t 

even know that he had served in the military or that he 

wears a prosthetic foot. And those who do know have 

simply expressed interest, curious about his experiences 

and the on-the-ground realities of war in Iraq.

But Stewart concedes that there were a few run-ins 

over the years, namely with members of the Columbia 

chapter of the International Socialist Organization. 

“They were protesting the war, and I walked up to them 

and told them I was a veteran and tried to tell them some 

of the things they were saying weren’t correct,” he says. 

“I just wanted to tell them, ‘Look, I was there, and no, I 

never ate a baby, and I seriously did do my best to help 

the average Iraqi.’ Well, they weren’t interested in that 

kind of a story. They thought it was ridiculous, and they 

thought I was a racist.”

In May, he graduated from Columbia with a bach-

elor’s degree in history. By then, however, he’d already 

decided his next move: attending Teachers College. He 

says he has harbored the desire to teach since his days 

in high school in Stillwater, where he was, admittedly, 

a rather modest student. “One thing I like about an 
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“People have asked me, 
‘If you could go back in 

time, would you still walk 
down that road?’ The 

answer is yes.”
~ g a r t h  St e w a r t

education career is the idea of getting paid to talk. That’s 

pretty irresistible. I can talk all day.”

There was never any question where he would pur-

sue his graduate education. In fact, he even spoke about 

his desire to attend TC when he made an appearance 

(his second) on journalist Anderson Cooper’s program 

on CNN in October of 

2008. (While on the air, 

Stewart asked Cooper for 

a letter of recommenda-

tion.)

When it came time 

to apply, Stewart tapped 

his expanding network of 

friends and acquaintances 

for those letters of rec-

ommendation. And the 

letters came—from the 

likes of former Defense 

Secretary and World Bank 

President Paul Wolfowitz, 

U.S. Rep. Charles Rangel, 

e ssay i s t  Chris topher 

Hitchens, and, yes, Cooper himself.

These days, Stewart is looking forward to immers-

ing himself in his studies at TC and earning his degree 

in the Teaching of Social Studies. “I’m here to cut my 

teeth,” he says. “I’m going to student-teach in New York 

City. If I can teach here, I can teach anywhere.”

Even so, he remains unsure whether he’ll enter the 

classroom right after graduation. He’s weighing the idea 

of tapping what’s left of his military benefits to pursue 

a law degree, and maybe—given his gift for gab—give a 

political career a shot. “I like attention and like I said 

before, I like to talk.”

Regardless, it’s been a good life, he says, and what-

ever he has been through is what it is. No regrets.

“I’ ll tell you what, 

I would give up my leg 

for Columbia,” he says. “I 

don’t think there is any 

other way I would have 

gotten to go to Columbia. 

My parents are actual-

ly dirt poor, and I grew 

up on welfare. So there 

is no way I ever would 

have gone to a school like 

Columbia unless I had 

that government fund-

ing. And as it turns out, 

I’m a smart kid and had 

the brains to get through 

school, but the money 

had to come from somewhere. People have asked me, ‘If 

you could go back in time, would you still walk down 

that road?’ The answer is yes.” ❖

to link to this and other multimedia stories on Garth Stewart, 
visit www.tc.columbia.edu/news/7136 and connect to pieces 
from current tV, Cnn’s anderson Cooper, CBS, the Washington 

Post, the New York Times and the Columbia Spectator.

Student
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community

Enter...The Port al
And relax, because life online at TC just got easier

W
hether you’re new to Teachers College, 

or just returning after the summer, 

check out that blue icon in the upper 

right-hand corner of the TC home 

page that says “myTC login.” Introduced by Computing 

and Information Services on a pilot basis back in the 

spring, and now launched college-wide, myTC is your 

ticket to easier, more centralized navigation when you 

work on the TC Web, whether you’re a faculty member, 

staff member or student.

“The idea behind the 

myTC portal is to integrate 

everything that TC people 

use behind a single sign-on,” 

says Ena Haines, Director 

of Information Technology. 

“It’s a secure environment 

that provides an easily navi-

gable framework for every-

thing you do in your differ-

ent roles at TC—and a lot of 

people here have more than 

one.”

So, for example, if you’re a student, once you’ve logged 

into myTC, you have access to ClassWeb and course 

announcements without having to log in again. Or if 

you’re a staff supervisor with direct reports, logging in to 

myTC gives you access to leave reports.

“It’s customized—it knows who you are when you log 

in,” Haines says.

To log into myTC, you need your Columbia University 

Network Identifier (your UNI, which is the part of your 

e-mail address before the @ sign, your initials followed by 

an assigned number) and the password you use with it. (If 

you don’t know them, click on the “TC Help” function.) 

Logging in takes you to a welcome page with College-wide 

announcements (made by a small group of authorized peo-

ple from the Provost’s office, public safety and other area 

VPs). There’s another channel, Announcements for Me, 

with targeted announcements for particular groups—for 

example, telling people in 

a particular building about 

planned maintenance.

“And then, of course, 

there are the vital ones—

Free Food and Lost and 

Found,” Haines says, with 

a smile. “Those are designed 

to do away with all those 

emails that fly back and 

forth and clog up the sys-

tem. And it will also be a 

boon to students, who argu-

ably need free food the most, because right now they don’t 

get emails that are addressed to the community.”

Another clickable category offers updates on the 

weather, upcoming events and even reserved readings from 

the TC library. And there’s also a self-service category 

through Banner that facilitates signing up for TC alerts, 

submitting and approving leave reports and timesheets, 

This portal provides 
central access to all the 

resources that are targeted 
to you, whether you’re a 
student, staff or faculty. 
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Enter...The Port al
And relax, because life online at TC just got easier

updating personal information and more.

Portal users can also download software that’s free or 

for which TC has a paid subscription, including for home 

use by faculty and students. 

“For example, faculty and students can download 

anti-virus programs and End Note, a bibliographic tool for 

scholarly work,” Haines says. 

Paul Acquaro, Director of TC’s Office of the Web, 

praises the Portal as a platform for such programs. “I think 

the nice thing about the portal is that it gives us a way to 

create Web applications without worrying about logins 

and other security issues like who people are,” Acquaro 

says. “It’s a platform for developing more and more 

sophisticated online tools.”

Students can also access a category called “My 

Account,” showing their tuition balance for the semester. 

The system lets them drop and add courses, check on 

financial aid and, of course, look at their grades. 

The myTC portal is based on the Luminis Platform 

from SunGuard Higher Education, the vendor of TC’s 

Banner enterprise resource planning (ERP) system, but 

was adapted in-house by a team led by senior programmer 

Ed Presutti. The effort is still a work in progress.

“We’re soliciting feedback from people—just e-mail us 

at mytc@tc.edu,” Haines says. “And we want to add some 

additional bells and whistles”—for example, a set of col-

laboration tools for non-class groups, such as faculty doing 

a joint research project or people working together on a 

committee; and (working with the Office of Community 

and Diversity) an Intranet version of the TC directory 

which will include staff photos.  

“The goal,” Haines says, “is to bring access to all the 

functions that people need together in a secure, easily used 

common gateway.” ❖

 Find myTC 
through the blue 

icon at the top right of 
the TC homepage or at 
http://my.tc.edu/.
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olga hubard
assistant 
professor of art 
education

What is the academic 
path that led you to 
tc?

For the last six 

years, I have been an 

assistant professor on 

a term appointment 

at TC, so this is a 

smooth transition for 

me. Before that, I was 

Head of Education at 

the Noguchi Museum, 

a wonderful garden museum in Queens dedicated to the 

work of Japanese American artist Isamu Noguchi. Prior 

to Noguchi, I worked as a museum educator for MoMA 

(the Museum of Modern Art), as a teaching artist in the 

New York City public schools, and as Museum Education 

Coordinator at the Heritage School.

What will you be teaching?
I’ll be teaching a few different courses related to 

museum education. I’ll also teach a course that takes a 

critical look at various art histories, a master’s research 

seminar and painting. 

New Faces on t he Faculty
TC’s newest crop of professors share their perspectives on their research and teaching

What are you academic passions?
I am passionate about how art can help us be more 

attuned to the nuances of life, how it can help us experience 

the seemingly ordinary in fresh ways. I particularly 

enjoy opening artistic windows for people who have 

limited experience with art, and to prove those who have 

decided that “they are not artistic” wrong. The collective 

learning that happens when everyone in a group has the 

opportunity to develop an artistic voice is magical for me. 

I am convinced that everybody, regardless of background 

or age, has the potential—and the right—to engage with 

the world through art. Unfortunately, the common myth 

that only naturally gifted people can participate in artistic 

creation often gets in the way. Another misconception 

is that art is not worthy enough as a way of knowing. I 

am committed to fighting these myths. In my view, an 

excellent, highly democratic art education is the best 

weapon.

michael Kieffer
assistant professor of teaching english to 
Speakers of other Languages (teSoL)

What is the academic path that led you to tc?
I taught English as a second language for several years 

at a middle school in Long Beach, California. Although 

I loved teaching, I also became frustrated by the lack of 

instructional tools available to leverage my students’ unique 

strengths and to address their challenges. I started my 

doctoral work at the Harvard Graduate School of Education 

olga hubard
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and instruction that will draw on the exciting research in 

this growing field.

What are your academic passions?
As a former teacher, I am passionate about improving 

instruction for students from linguistically diverse 

backgrounds. I hope that my teaching and research can 

help teachers provide more students with the education 

they deserve. As a researcher, I am also fascinated by 

the complexities of language and literacy, and about the 

intriguing ways in which different skills and contexts can 

play into the processes of language learning and reading 

development. 

Joey Lee
assistant professor 
of Communication, 
Computing and 
technology in 
education

What is the academic 
path that led you to tc?

I received my Ph.D. 

f ro m  Pe n n sy l va n i a 

State University in 

Information Sciences and 

Technology. Prior to that, I worked as a software engineer 

for IBM at the Research Triangle Park in North Carolina.

New Faces on t he Faculty
TC’s newest crop of professors share their perspectives on their research and teaching

determined to address this 

problem by conducting 

e m p i r i c a l  re s e a rc h 

on second- language 

l i terac y development 

and translating research 

findings into useable 

knowledge for educators. 

While at Har vard, I 

worked with a wonderful 

team of colleagues on 

a sequence of studies 

investigating second-

language vocabulary and 

reading comprehension in an urban school district. I 

was also lucky to work as a coordinator for the Advisory 

Council on Advancing Adolescent Literacy to the 

Carnegie Corporation of New York, a group of prominent 

researchers, policy-makers, and educators that has sought 

to raise awareness about the large number of students who 

achieve basic literacy skills but struggle with the advanced 

reading and writing demands of middle and high school.

What will you be teaching?
I’ll be teaching two core courses for students in 

the K-12 TESOL Certification Program, one on TESOL 

methods for grades 7-12 and a newly revived course on 

methods for teaching math, science, and social studies 

to second-language learners. I’ll also be designing a new 

course for TC on second-language literacy development 

michael Kieffer

Joey Lee

n e w  Fa C u Lt Y  C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  1 1

Faculty
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What will you be teaching?
I’ll be teaching Video Games and Education and Intro 

to Flash-Based Media.

What are your academic passions?
I’m very interested in identity and culture, and how 

we can design and leverage interactive technologies such 

as Serious Games to impact self-concept and learning, 

or to promote social change (e.g., the Games for Change 

movement). I’ve taught a number of courses with high 

school students in which rich, firsthand experiences within 

video games and collaborative virtual environments helped 

them gain valuable insights into themselves and other 

cultures—among other positive outcomes. These kinds of 

experiences can be powerful in terms of shifting identities 

and changing perceptions, and I find that when a student 

becomes engaged in his or her own learning, it’s extremely 

rewarding for me as a designer and educator.

Yolanda Sealey-ruiz
assistant professor of english education

What is the academic path that led you to tc?
Before coming to Teachers College, I was a Research 

Associate with New York University’s Metropolitan 

Center for Urban Education. In this position, I led studies 

on the achievement gap for school districts in New York 

and New Jersey. I also provided professional development 

to districts around the state of New York on the topics of 

race and class in schools, and disproportionality in special 

education. During my time at NYU, while finishing my 

degree in English Education, I taught the master’s level 

courses: Inquires in Teaching and Learning, The Study of 

Teaching, and Language Acquisition in Multicultural and 

Multilingual Contexts. I am fortunate to be entering my 

17th year of teaching, having held positions as Instructor 

of Letters at the College of New Rochelle, School of New 

Resources, and Assistant Professor of Composition and 

Rhetoric at Kingsborough Community College. I started 

my teaching career as a high school English teacher in 

1993.

What will you be teaching?
I will be teaching The Teaching of Writing, and 

Writing Non-Fiction at the master’s level, and Teaching 

English in Diverse Social/Cultural Contexts, which is 

taken by masters and doctoral students.

What are your academic passions?
My academic passions live in the fields of English 

Yolanda Sealey-ruiz

in the next 

iSSue, meet 

more new FaCuLtY: 

randaLL aLLSup, 

adriana aBdenur, Judith 

SCott-CLaYton, marC 

hiLL and mariana 

Souto-manning.
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Faculty

What is the academic path that led you to tc?
In a way, I never left. As a graduate of the M.A. and 

Ph.D. programs in Teaching as Applied Behavior Analysis, 

I’ve continually served as a mentor to many masters and 

doctoral students in the program in my capacity as a 

Senior Behavior Analyst Consultant to various CABASor 

Comprehensive Application of Behavior Analysis to 

Schooling model schools. (CABAS is a method to teach 

children of all abilities, but it is most widely acclaimed for 

its success with children with autism.) 

What are your academic passions?
I believe that the best teaching practices involve the 

use of research-based procedures—not the latest fads. It’s 

my hope that I can shape the next generation of effective 

teachers who will investigate and solve problems using the 

science of behavior, instead of accepting demands to use 

Education and Adult Education. I see my teaching and 

research as opportunities to enhance the learning that 

happens in classrooms for adult reentry students and 

youth, particularly youth who attend urban public high 

schools. I am passionate about teaching educators ways to 

tap into the rich culture, language and worldviews their 

students bring with them to the classroom. For example, 

I guide teachers in creating learning activities, responsive 

curriculum, and appropriate assessments which hold 

their students to high academic standards while reflecting 

their interests and life experiences. I believe this leads 

to a richer learning experience for teachers and their 

students.

Jessica Singer-dudek 
assistant professor of education and 
psychology

What will you be teaching?
I’ve been a full-time lecturer in the program in 

Teaching as Applied Behavior Analysis at TC for two 

years now. I teach core masters level courses for majors 

in the Program in Applied Behavior Analysis devoted 

to the interpretation, adaptation and implementation 

of New York state curricular standards for grades pre-K 

through sixth grade, theories and methods of behaviorally 

based scientific instruction, and research-based tactics for 

improving performance, enhancing existing behaviors, 

teaching new behaviors, and inducing new developmental 

capabilities.

Jessica Singer-dudek

n e w  Fa C u Lt Y  C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  1 3
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special advisor to UN Secretary-

General Ban Ki-Moon, had been 

contemplating an initiative to 

disseminate research on conflict 

resolution to policymakers and 

those working in war zones.  

Coleman, however, suggested 

an alternative focus for the 

C o L e m a n  C o n t i n u e d  F r o m  F r o n t  pa g e

associate professor  
peter Coleman, tC alumnus 
and director of tC’s 
international Center for 
Cooperation and Conflict 
resolution,  

will be among the first 
group of Columbia 
professors to assume joint 
faculty appointments at 
Cu’s earth institute.

emerged as a leading research center 

focused on sustainable development, 

drawing on a range of scholars with 

varied backgrounds from biology 

and agronomy to economics and 

climate research.

“The Earth Institute is trying 

to effect significant change in some 

very dire and complex social systems 

and many of them are, in fact, 

in the middle of conflict zones,” 

Coleman says. “This is an excellent 

opportunity for us because I bring 

both a social psychological and 

complexity science lens to bear on 

these projects, and we gain access to 

learn on-the-ground about a wide 

variety of different conflicts in the 

international domain.”

Coleman first began working 

with the Earth Institute a year ago, 

when he was invited by Sachs and 

Columbia President Lee Bolinger to 

join its academic committee made 

up of Columbia faculty. Sachs, who 

ser ves as Special Representative 

of the United Nations for the 

Millennium Development Goals—

eight international objectives to 

reduce extreme poverty, hunger, and 

disease by the year 2015—and who is 

project—one geared not on 

preventing conflict and violence but 

rather on establishing sustainable 

peace.  This orientation not only 

incorporates ideas and methods of 

conflict resolution and violence 

prevention, but also addresses the 

necessary and sufficient conditions 

for maintaining a lasting end to 

hostilities in a country or region.

Working with the Institute, 

Coleman and Dr. Gary Belkin, 

Director of the Program in Global 

Mental Health at the New York 

University School of Medicine, 

convened a meeting in March of 

scholars, UN officials, directors 

of international nongovernmen-

tal organizations, and philanthro-

pists to discuss the current state of 

research and practice on sustainable 

peace. As a result, Coleman and TC 

Professor Emeritus Morton Deutsch 

have commissioned a group of psy-

chologists to author a series of chap-

ters for a book that they will edit 

on the psychological dimensions of 

sustainable peace.

In July, Sachs invited Coleman 

to join an international advisory 

group who traveled to Haiti on a 

research
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fact-finding mission for the UN. The 

goal was to learn about the current 

situation in the country in order 

to eventually provide the Haitian 

government, UN officials, and the 

international community with 

recommendations on number of 

fronts, from economic development 

to easing potential conflicts.

“My primary responsibilities 

as a member of the faculty of the 

Earth Institute will be to marshal 

efforts related to sustainable peace,” 

Coleman says. “It could have 

different components, including the 

development of an interdisciplinary 

course, a multidisciplinary theory 

development project, publishing the 

book, and continuing work in the 

field. We know a lot about conflict 

and violence and the conditions that 

lead to destructive conflicts today, 

but much less about the conditions 

that foster sustainable peace. This is 

an excellent opportunity to begin to 

reorient our work from problems to 

solutions.” ❖

last october, for example, amid 
the tumultuous economic and politi-
cal climate, Swart organized the inau-
gural Free Fallin’ Fest for students, 
staff, faculty and other members of 
the tc community. And in the spring, 
the Go Green committee of the Student 
Senate organized an Earth day festi-
val that was headlined by singer Pete 
Seeger and drew not only people from 
tc but throughout the community. All 
of it has convinced Swart that the 
Student Senate has the power to bring 
many elements of the college and the 
community together.

but Swart is more than a consensus 
builder—he’s a survivor.  one of six chil-
dren—his identical twin Jeffrey is a music 
engineer and producer—Swart was diag-
nosed with cancer at 19 while in college 
and underwent chemotherapy. 

“having survived cancer, you’re 
grateful for each day,” Swart says. “When 
you go from being in the Icu to enjoying 
the streets of new york city as a happy, 
healthy young man, you smile a lot.”

the experience most certainly 
changed him and planted a vocation-
al seed. during more than two years 
as a patient at St. Jude’s children’s 
research hospital in memphis, Swart 
was surrogate uncle, brother, mentor 
and teacher to children who, like him, 
were fighting for their lives. he taught 
them to speak English and do math, to 
play the drums and ride their bikes.

“I felt the joy in teaching, learn-
ing, and helping to make a positive 
difference in someone else’s life, and 
that’s one of the best parts of being 
a student here at teachers college,” 
Swart says. “We all share that common 
calling: to help make that difference.”

As to his future after tc, he says it’s 
fluid. For now, he’s exploring the links 
between activities that engage us to 
use both sides of our body and both 
sides of our brain. but he’s got a few 
years to decide. here’s to betting that 
whatever he does, it’ll involve plenty 
of creativity and perseverance.  ❖

bad curricula or conform to practices 

that are not informed by research 

and student data. The hard part is 

identifying what impedes a child’s 

progress, such as missing capabili-

ties or developmental repertoires, 

and designing instruction to actu-

ally induce those missing capabili-

ties, or fill in the gaps so that the 

child can go on and learn subsequent 

skills. Instead of excusing missing 

repertories by blaming the presence 

of a disability, native language, or 

socioeconomic status, I believe good 

teachers should view a child’s educa-

tional struggles in the manner that 

B. F. Skinner did: “The (student) 

is always right,” and it is up to the 

teacher to figure out the problem 

and apply scientific tactics to remedy 

it. I hope that I can instill this pas-

sion for research and inquiry in my 

students. ❖

n e w  Fa C u Lt Y  C o n t i n u e d  F r o m  pa g e  1 1

S w a r t  C o n t i n u e d  F r o m  B a C K  C o V e r

                   to see a video interview with 

coleman, please visit www.tc.edu/

news/article.htm?id=7135.
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It began with a typewriter.

In a 1931 study, Ben D. 

Wood, a Teachers College 

alumnus and pioneer in the field 

of learning technologies and test-

ing, showed that using typewriters 

encouraged more and higher-quality 

writing and better cooperation in 

the classroom.

Years later, the connection drew 

the interest of IBM, where the study 

formed the basis of the company’s 

Writing to Read program, developed 

by one of Wood’s associates. Wood, 

Professor of Collegiate Educational 

Research at Columbia University, 

was also a key figure in the prolif-

eration of standardized tests and 

consulted on the development of 

the first commercial test scoring 

machine, the IBM 805. He would 

go on to serve as a longtime consul-

tant to IBM founder 

Thomas J. Watson.

Wood’s l i fework 

was research; he want-

ed others to be able to 

do the same. Thanks 

to savvy, early invest-

ment in IBM, Wood 

establ ished endow-

ment funds at TC. In 

1972, he set up the 

Elbenwood Fund for 

Educational Research 

of Young Children, fol-

lowed by the Institute 

for Learning Technologies Fund in 

1986. In 1989, three years after her 

husband’s death at 91, Grace Turner 

Wood established the Ben D. Wood 

& Grace Turner Wood Fellowship 

Fund, through which 26 doctoral 

students have received three years of 

full tuition and a stipend.

“The fellowship gives stu-

dents the time they need to do 

really good work,” said John Black, 

the Cleveland E. Dodge Professor of 

Telecommunications and Education 

and Director of Wood’s Institute for 

Learning Technologies, which over-

sees the fellows program. “Supporting 

yourself siphons time and energy that 

could be devoted to your research.” 

Wood was awarded the Teachers 

College Medal for Distinguished 

Service in 1969. Columbia University 

Professor Emeritus George C. 

Thompson, who became friends with 

his colleague after retirement, says that 

Wood, a native Texan, had a mind that 

was rarely at rest: “He was a self-made 

man and a very kind person.”

Substantial gifts such as the 

endowed funds—made possible by 

the generosity and foresight of Ben 

Wood—make an enormous impact 

at the College. His scholarships have 

enhanced TC’s ability to attract the 

best students and to keep them, and 

have given dozens of students the gift 

of graduating debt-free. ❖

A Profile in Giving
Alumnus Ben D. Wood was a pioneer in learning technologies and  
a fervent philanthropist whose legacy lives on at TC 

8 to learn more about leaving a 
legacy at tc, go to  

www.tc.edu/supporttc2/
plannedgiving.htm

Professor ben d. Wood, left, a longtime Ibm 
consultant, with Ibm chairman thomas J. 
Watson.  Photo courtesy IBM Corporate Archives

tc legacy 
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who She is
Rebecca Solow is the academic 

secretary for the Program in Social 

Studies in the Department of Arts 

and Humanities. She’s responsible 

for a range of administrative duties 

for the office on the fourth floor 

of Zankel Hall, from coordinating 

course schedules to helping students 

through the registration process. 

road to tC
Rebecca grew up in the Boston 

area and earned a Bachelor of 

Fine Arts in illustration from the 

Hartford Art School in 2006. Soon 

after, she headed to New York City, 

working as a freelance illustrator 

while holding down a job at an art 

gallery and teaching art classes. She 

joined TC in the fall of 2007 as a 

temporary employee, but spent less 

than a week as a temp before being 

hired. “I was really ready for a full-

time job,” she says.

most memorable tC 
experience

“The most memorable parts of 

the job for me are watching students 

graduate. I am one of the first people 

s tudents  see 

when they come 

in and I’m one 

of the last people 

they see as they go 

out, so to watch that 

whole process is really 

fun and memorable.”

in her Spare 
time

Rebecca may be a 

secretary by day but 

at night and on the 

weekends, she’s an illustrator—and an 

accomplished one at that. Her work 

has appeared in Highlights magazine, 

she’s illustrated CD covers, wine 

labels, the cover of the University of 

Hartford telephone directory, and 

even designed tattoos for “private 

clients.” She has her own Web site 

(www.rebeccasolow.com)  that 

features her artwork, and co-writes 

a blog, Running with Paintbrushes 

(http://runningwithpaintbrushes.

blogspot.com) with two other 

illustrators. And when she finds the 

time, she’s an avid photographer, 

often taking shots in and around 

TC.  

did You Know?
She’s in the process of writing 

and illustrating a couple of children’s 

books, and in the fall she’ll travel to 

Egypt for six weeks with a team 

from the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art. She’ll be doing technical draw-

ings of various artifacts at a dig that 

the museum has been excavating for 

the last few years. “It was a grueling, 

five-hour interview and I had to do 

a sample drawing and answer a ton 

of question. But I got the job. It’s all 

so unreal. I don’t even know what 

to expect. I’m just looking forward 

to it so much.” ❖

tc at Work: 
rebecca Solow
Finding a Creative Outlet at TC 

tc at Work
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Years back, while studying abroad in Florence, 

Italy, Samantha Lu was faced with an unexpected 

problem: how to get the washing machine in her 

apartment to work. It looked like an American model, but 

it sure didn’t operate like one.

She was also perplexed by 

why the markets were always 

closed when she went grocery 

shopping in the afternoon. (The 

answer, she learned, was that 

Florentines took afternoon naps). 

She didn’t know it at the 

time, but all those little cross-

cultural challenges and discover-

ies would turn out to be pret-

ty good training for Lu, who 

in January became director of 

the Teachers College Office of 

International Student Services.

“My experiences definite-

ly helped me in understand-

ing where students are coming 

from,” Lu says. “Some of these 

things are so basic, but if you don’t already know them, it’s 

a learning experience.”

Lu tries to provide plenty of learning experiences for 

TC’s international students, helping them with everything 

from navigating life in New York City to opening a bank 

account. A worldly sort herself, Lu was born in China and 

immigrated to the United States during grade school. After 

graduating from the University of Nebraska, Lu worked in 

two other international offic-

es across the country before 

taking the associate director 

position at TC in 2007.

“It ’s a good opportu-

nity,” Lu says. “I really like 

TC. Our students are wonder-

ful. They’re really intelligent 

and they do a lot of research 

and take the initiative, which 

makes our job easier.”

According to Lu, about 

600 of TC’s 5,000 students 

come from overseas, a num-

ber that has remained stable 

for some years. The students 

come from every corner of 

world—from China to Brazil 

and beyond—to study every-

thing from art education to the economics of education, 

drawn by TC’s reputation and strong academic programs.   

In addition to providing ongoing help with immigration 

and academic matters, Lu says the Office of International 

People

“I really like TC. 
Our students are 

wonderful. They’re 
really intelligent and 

they do a lot of research 
and take the initiative, 
which makes our job 

easier.”
~ S a m a n t h a  Lu

The World at H er Door
As the College’s new director of the Office of International Student Services,  
Samantha Lu is helping students from around the world navigate TC and NYC
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Student Services also tries to mix in 

fun events. In November, the office 

organizes International Education 

Week with any number of research 

presentation and lectures, and in the 

spring, it hosts International Week, 

a social celebration in which student 

groups share aspects with their 

culture, from music to cuisine, with 

the TC community.

Though she’s still settling into 

her new position, Lu already has 

some projects in the works. In the fall, 

she hopes to have immigration and 

employment opportunity workshops 

available online for students who are 

unable to attend in person. She is also 

planning an online video to introduce 

students to the orientation process 

before they arrive.

“The idea,” Lu says, “is to reduce 

anxiety.” 

But many things will stay the 

same—not the least of which is a 

tradition started by former direc-

tor Marion Boultbee of organizing a 

scavenger hunt as way to orient new 

international students to TC’s laby-

rinthine hallways. So not to worry, 

Lu says, as everyone can still expect 

to see intrepid international students 

navigating the halls in search of some 

of TC’s more obscure locales. ❖
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ContaCt uS!
we want to hear From You!

to submit story ideas or other  
information of interest, visit:

www.tc.edu/newsbureau/newsrequest.htm 

or e-mail: ea@tc.edu 
or send via campus mail to: 

office of external affairs, Box 306

The World at H er Door
As the College’s new director of the Office of International Student Services,  
Samantha Lu is helping students from around the world navigate TC and NYC

8  to learn more about 
International Student Ser vices, 
including resources and events, 
visit w w w.tc.edu /international.

Samantha Lu
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TC Campus News
weLComing new 
empLoYeeS
A dozen people joined the staff 
at teachers college during the 
months of June and July. Welcome 
to tc! (If you were hired during 
June or July and are not listed, 
please contact the office of 
human resources to be included 
in an upcoming issue of Inside.) 

Faisal Anwar
Solutions Architect, 
Gottesman libraries

Penina braffman
Assistant to the director, 
office of Policy and research

Elizabeth carlson
head teacher, hollingworth 
center

rochelle dalton
Associate director, ncrESt

Pawanpreet dhaliwal
Policy Associate,  development 
and External Affairs

nicole Edgecombe
Senior research Associate, 
Institute on Education and the 
Economy 

lisa Goldenberg
Assistant director of Special 
Gifts, development and 
External Affairs

lidie rose mercado 
Administrative Assistant, 
President’s office 

christie natonio
Assistant  director, recruitment 
and External relations, Summer 
Principal leadership Academy

Katja Pansch
Assistant teacher, hollingworth 
center 

nicole Siniscalchi
Assistant director Financial 
Aid, office of Financial Aid

matthew vincent
Associate Web Editor,  
development and External Affairs

StaFF 
anniVerSarieS
happy anniversary to the 
following fulltime employees 
who have provided 10 or more 
years of service to tc and whose 
anniversary took place in June 
or July. (If your anniversary 
date was in June or July and are 
not listed, please contact the 
office of human resources to be 
included in an upcoming issue.)

Wavely cannady ...................... 44 

lead Person boiler mechanic, 

maintenance

Josephine takeall .................... 40 

lead Accounts clerk, Student 

Accounts

Arsya Emamali........................ 38 

Account clerk, Student Accounts

Katanik, diane ....................... 37 

director of Academic 

Administration,  

human development

John Astore ............................ 36 

lead Person/maintenance, 

maintenance
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Anthony mcKay ....................... 28 

custodial Supervisor,  

Facilities

courtney Ayee  ....................... 27 

Assistant director,  

Student Accounts

William manning  ..................... 26 

lieutenant, Public Safety

Florine mccutchen  .................. 22 

data Information Processor, 

office of the registrar

Karen harris ........................... 22 

Admissions Assistant,  

office of Admission

Patricia osbourne ................... 21 

transcripts Secretary,  

office of the registrar

Arnold callwood ..................... 20 

lead Person Plumber, 

maintenance

narine chandrapaul ................ 20 

handyperson, Facilities

Gerald White .......................... 20 

refrigerator Engineer, 

maintenance

Gladys camacho ......................17 

Facilities Information 

coordinator, Facilities

Grace chough ......................... 16 

Senior Staff developer,  

reading and Writing Project

cherlyn Johnson ...................... 16 

custodian II,  

operations

Ena haines ............................. 15 

director of Information 

technology, Administrative 

computing

mary lynch ............................. 15 

Senior Financial manager,  

tc Press

david novick  ......................... 15 

Senior Grants Accountant,  

Grants and contracts Accounting

ramadan osmani  ................... 15 

Assistant mechanic/Electrician, 

maintenance

maureen brooks  ..................... 14 

Financial coordinator,  

reading and Writing Project

michael Spratt........................ 11 

Painter, maintenance

Evelin collado  ........................ 10 

Senior Accounts clerk,  

Accounts Payable

Francine French ...................... 10 

clerk/typist,  

office of the registrar

revathi Joshi  ......................... 10 

Programmer/Analyst, 

Administrative computing

Aubrey mason ......................... 10 

custodian II, operations

terri Williams-ruiz .................. 10 

office manager,  

development and External 

Affairs

w e d n e S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  2 
First day of Class, autumn term begins
 
ticket Sale: Yankees, awesome 80s 
prom, & west Side Story            
9:30am & 4:30pm • 160 thorndike hall 
SALES FOR: Yankees vs. Orioles, 

September 11, 7:05pm; West Side 

Story, September 13, 3:00pm; Awesome 

80s Prom, September 26, 8:00pm. 

For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit 

www.tc.edu/studentactivities. 

 
Teacher as Observer and Guide: Feature 
Film from the teachers College archives  
4:00pm - 5:30pm • 102 russell hall
 
Student organization wine & Cheese 
4:00pm - 6:00pm • dodge dining hall 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.

tc.edu/studentactivities. 

S e p t e m B e r  2  &  3  
registration and add/drop period. 
9:30am - 6:00pm 
Advisors available from 3:00p.m. to 

5:00p.m.

F r i d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  4 
new international Student orientation 
9:30am to 3:00pm    
Cowin Center, 147 horace mann  
Mandatory F-1 & J-1 Immigration 

Sessions for all new Sum/Fall F-1 & 

J-1 students. Meet other new and 

continuing international students from 

around the world! Learn “essential 

information” for international students 

who are new to TC, New York City 

and/or the US Strategies for Academic 

calendar
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calendar
Survival and Success. Get your “burning 

questions” answered by those who know 

best—successful TC international students! 

Email tcintl@tc.edu for more information.

  
taLK: Bill grueskin on Journalism trends 
10:30am - 12:00pm • Cu’s Lerner hall 
A talk about journalism trends by Prof. 

William Grueskin, Dean of Academic Affairs. 

Presented by Columbia’s Journalism School, 

Student Affairs & Career Services.

m o n d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  7 
Labor day holiday  
TC and NYC schools are closed, and there 

will be no classes. Members of the staff who 

are on the full time monthly payrolls and 

union employees, will be on paid holiday. 

Access to academic buildings will be through 

the Main Hall entrance only, from 9:00am - 

6:00pm. No one will be admitted without a 

valid T.C. identification card. 

t u e S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  8  
aquatic Center opens 
 
writing Center opens
 
insurance 101    
12:00pm - 1:00pm & 4:00pm - 5:00pm 
Location tBa 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

w e d n e S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  9 
ticket Sale: mets     
9:30am & 4:30pm • 160 thorndike hall 

September 23, Mets vs. Braves, 7:10pm 

For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.

tc.edu/studentactivities. 

 
Yoga     
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café 

 

t h u r S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  1 0 
Last day to file for doctoral Certification 
Examination (Ed.D./Ph.D.) to be given 

October 16 or October 23.

 
total Body Conditioning   
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

 
hechinger 2009 Community College Fellowship 
9:00 am - 7:00 pm • 306 russell hall  

F r i d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  1 1 
international welcome reception 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

m o n d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  1 4 
hBS Film & discussion event: Grandmother To 
Grandmother: New York to Tanzania  
3:00pm - 5:00pm • no location specified 
The Department of Health and Behavior 

Studies at Teachers College will present John 

Ankele’s documentary film, “Grandmother 

To Grandmother: New York to Tanzania,” 

which won a CINE Golden Eagle in July 

2009. Co-director and co-producer John 

Ankele and two other members of the 

project will talk about their experiences in 

making the film and lead a discussion about 

this critical topic, which examines the lives 

of grandmothers on two continents who 

are living with the effects of AIDS in their 

families and communities. According to the 

film’s directors, in Sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS 

is wiping out a generation of parents, leaving 

13 million orphans behind. A similar thing 

is happening in cities all across America—

AIDS, drugs and violence are wiping out 

a generation of parents, leaving millions 

of children behind. Grandmothers, often 

impoverished themselves, are rescuing the 

children and struggling to raise them.  

This film introduces two projects—one in 

the Bronx, one in Tanzania—and tells the 

stories of how community partnerships 

are working to transform situations 

fraught with confusion and fear into 

opportunities for renewal and hope.   

More information can be found at: 

http://olddogdocumentaries.com.

 
memorial service for Lucia Capodilupo   
2:00pm • milbank Chapel 
Teachers College will hold a Memorial service 

for Lucia Capodilupo, Director in the Office 

of Corporate and Foundation Relations. To 

RSVP or for more information, please e-mail:  

tcinvite@columbia.edu.

t u e S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  1 5 
Last day to add and drop courses for the 
autumn 2009 term, file a Certificate of 
equivalency, and enroll on Student health 
Service and Student medical insurance 
programs. 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

 
Student advocates for the arts meeting 
1:00pm - 2:00pm • 305 russell hall
 
pure data Focus group: amy Khoshbin and 
Christian Cerrito    
4:00pm - 6:00pm • 305 russell hall
 
doctoral Students dinner discussions  
4:00pm - 6:00pm • gdh private dining room 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

w e d n e S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  1 6 
Library resources and Services with a 
Cephalonian twist     
4:00pm - 5:30pm • 305 russell hall
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requests for late registration under 
exceptional circumstances on or after 
this date require registrar’s approval and 
payment of $100 late registration fee.
 
Bank of america information Session  
6:00pm-7:00pm & 7:00pm-8:00pm  
138 horace mann 
This information session is sponsored by 

Teacher College’s Office of Career Services 

(TCCS).

 
Casual Conversations   
12:00pm - 1:30pm • gdh private dining room 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

 
part-time Job Fair    
1:00pm - 4:00pm • Location tBa 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

 
Yoga     
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café 

t h u r S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  1 7 
Last day to file notification in office of 
doctoral Studies of intention to defend ed.d. 
and ph.d. dissertation during the autumn 
term 2009.
 
total Body Conditioning   
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café  

F r i d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  1 8 
meet the Firms networking prep workshop 
1:00pm-2:00pm • Location: tBd 
This information session is sponsored by 

Teacher College’s Office of Career Services 

(TCCS).

S at u r d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  1 9  
writing Center presents: introduction to apa 

9:30am - 12:00pm • Location tBa 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

S e p t e m B e r  1 9  &  2 0 
rosh hashanah 

t h u r S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  2 1 
Johnson and Johnson information Session 
6:00pm - 9:00pm • 138 horace mann 
This information session is sponsored by 

Teacher College’s Office of Career Services 

(TCCS).

S e p t e m B e r  2 1 
eid al-Fitr
 
ticket Sale: in the heights    
9:30am & 4:30pm • 160 thorndike hall 
October 4, In the Heights, 2:00pm. For more 

information, email studentactivities@tc.edu 

or visit www.tc.edu/studentactivities. 

t u e S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  2 2 
provost’s Brown Bag Lunch 12:00 pm - 2:00 
pm 104b russell hall
 
Stressbusters 12:00pm - 2:00pm 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

w e d n e S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  2 3 
FaLL 2009 meet the Firms networking event 
6:00 – 8:00 pm 3rd Floor gottesman Libraries 
TC’s Office of Career Services and the 

Program in Social-Organizational Psychology 

invite you to participate in the ninth annual 

Meet the Firms Networking Event. TCCS 

is hosting this event in order for students 

and alumni to network with professionals 

within their field to learn more about Human 

Resources, Training and Consulting positions 

that are generally available at the represented 

uS ConStitution 
daY eVent

Marriage Rights: 
Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness 

Thursday, September 17th 

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Milbank Chapel 

 

New York State Assembly 
member Daniel O’Donnell, 
City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn, Columbia 
University Professor Jeffrey 
Lax, and Susan Sommer, 
Senior Counsel and Director 
of Constitutional Litigation 
for Lambda Legal, will present 
to the Teachers College 
Community an update on the 
status of same-sex marriage in 
New York State and engage in 
the national debate addressing 
the disparity of rights when 
juxtaposed to those enjoyed by 
heterosexual married couples.  

To RSVP, please contact Matthew 
Camp at camp@tc.edu or at 212-
678-3427. The event is sponsored 
by the Vice President’s Office 
for Diversity and Community 
Affairs, the Office of Government 
Relations, and Queer TC.
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organizations. In addition, students and 

alumni will learn about competencies specific 

employers look for and strategies to pursuing 

employment. For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

 
Yoga     
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café 
 

t h u r S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  2 4 
rethinking education in the age of tech-
nology: the digital revolution and School  
7:00pm - 9:00pm • 229 thompson hall 
Allan Collins, Northwestern University, 

will discuss new technologies, the learning 

opportunities that now challenge traditional 

schools and colleges, and how people are 

learning with the aid of new technologies 

(playing complex video games, taking online 

courses for advanced degrees, commercial 

learning centers for test preparation, etc.) 

How people think about education is 

changing as they can decide what they want 

to learn, when they want to learn, how they 

want to learn and where they want to do 

it. These changes demand a new kind of 

educational leadership and changing roles 

for government. New leaders will need 

to understand the affordances of the new 

technologies, and have a vision for education 

that will bring the new resources to everyone. 

Refreshments will be served. For more 

information, visit www.tc.columbia.edu/mst.

 
total Body Conditioning    
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café 

F r i d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  2 5 
Book talk: Someone Else’s Face in the Mirror, 
with Carla Bluhm, nathan Clendenin, & John 
Broughton     
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm • 306 russell

S at u r d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  2 6 
awesome 80s prom    
8:00pm - 12:00am 

For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

t u e S d aY,  S e p t e m B e r  2 9 
Last day to change points in variable point 
courses.

t h u r S d aY,  o C to B e r  1 
Library resources and Services with a 
Cephalonian twist     
4:00pm - 5:30pm • 306 russell hall
 
Fairfax application deadline 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities. 

 
total Body Conditioning    
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café 

o C to B e r  2 
Sukkot Begins

o C to B e r  2  a n d  3 
Conference: examining the educational needs 
of mexican Youth 
Teachers College will hold a conference 

on the educational needs and strengths of 

Mexican youth and families in the tri-state 

area. The conference, which is organized by 

the Faculty Working Group on Latina/o 

and Latin American Education at TC, will 

explore the varied educational opportunities 

and experiences—from early childhood 

to adulthood—of Mexican immigrants 

throughout the region. Among the featured 

speakers at the conference are: Kris Gutierrez, 

Professor Social Research Methodology at the 

University of California at Los Angeles and 

President-Elect of the American Educational 

Research Association; and Stella Flores, 

Assistant Professor of Public Policy and 

Higher Education at Vanderbilt University. 

Online registration to attend the conference is 

free at www.tc.columbia.edu/latino-ed.

m o n d aY,  o C to B e r  5 
university Seminar on innovation in 
education    
6:00pm - 9:00pm • 305 russell hall

w e d n e S d aY,  o C to B e r  7 
ticket Sale: wicked    
9:30am & 4:30pm • 160 thorndike hall 
TICKED SALE for Wicked, October 21, 

8:00pm. For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.

tc.edu/studentactivities. 

 
Yoga     
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café 

t h u r S d aY,  o C to B e r  8 
Book talk: the Best dancer, with 
Christopher Keller    
4:30pm - 5:30pm • 305 russell hall
 
total Body Conditioning    
12:00pm - 1:15pm • whittier Café  
 
national depression Screening day  
3:00pm - 7:00pm • Location tBa 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.

tc.edu/studentactivities. 

o C to B e r  9 
Sukkot ends

o C to B e r  1 0 
writing Center presents: Concept mapping 
9:30am - 12:00pm • Location tBa 
For more information, email 

studentactivities@tc.edu or visit www.

tc.edu/studentactivities. 

o C to B e r  1 2 
Columbus day (nYC Schools Closed)

t u e S d aY,  o C to B e r  1 3 
tiaa-Cref one-on-one financial meetings 
8:30am - 4:30pm • 203 russell hall
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Teachers College Annual Fund 2008-2009

BeTTer ogethert        

the Power of  
teachers college

Brilliant minds coming together  
to transform lives.

We all work better together. 
Teachers College works better 
with you.

Make a secure donation online at  
www.tc.edu/givetotc or call 212-678-4067.

Why Give to the Annual Fund:

• Your gift supports the interdisciplinary 
research that will ignite change in  
education, health and psychology. 

• Your gift puts more TC alumni in the field, 
where their research is transforming lives. 

• Your gift helps TC maintain its premier 
position among its peer graduate schools  
of education. 

• Your gift ensures that TC has the resources 
necessary to support current students 
through meaningful financial aid packages. 



Student Profile
Michael Swart is ready to take 
the helm of the Student Senate 
and lead it in a creative way

the biking accident on Amsterdam 
Avenue that broke michael Swart’s 

collarbone and sidelined him for weeks 
in August could have been a disaster. 
Instead, it turned out to be a teachable 
moment. “Injuring yourself teaches you 
to take a step back and evaluate the 
larger picture,” Swart says with a laugh, 
recuperating in his dorm room. “Sure, it 
will have an impact on this semester, but 
you learn to adapt.”

that can-do spirit might have some-
thing to do with how Swart became 
President of the teachers college Student 
Senate this year. After starting out as a 
graphic artist, then a montessori instruc-
tor and then transitioning to the film and 
music business, Swart, now 31, came to 
tc a year and a half ago to pursue a Ph.d. 
in educational psychology. last fall, he 
decided to join the Student Senate.

“to me,” Swart says, “the Student 
Senate is our voice, our opportunity to 
sing our praises, to express grievances, 
to make our experience at tc the best it 
can be.”

he hopes his experience working on 
music videos for the likes of the red 
hot chili Peppers and ludacris, and as a 
graphic artist crafting advertisements for 
albums by madonna and the Foo Fighters 
has prepared him to steer the Senate in a 
creative direction. 

Graphic Artist, 
Educator, Survivor—
and Student Senate 

President

michael 
Swart

S w a r t  C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  1 3


