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TC receives $2.45 million grant to develop a 
curriculum on America’s fiscal challenges

Stimulating 
Equity? 
TC event asks if funds are used 
as intended

States are using federal stimulus 

money intended to promote inno-

vation and equity in schools to plug 

holes in education budgets ravaged by the 

recession. 

That is the finding of at least one 

major study that will be presented at 

“Stimulating Equity? The Impact of the 

Federal Stimulus Act on Educational 

Opportunity,” a symposium that will be 

held at Teachers College on February 8 and 

9, in the Cowin Center. 

anand R. Marri, assistant 
professor of Social Studies 

and education

Teachers College has received 

a three-year $2.45 million 

grant from the Peter G. 

Peterson Foundation to develop a 

comprehensive social studies and 

mathematics curriculum about 

the fiscal challenges that face the 

nation, which will be distributed 

free of charge to every high school 

in the country.

Titled “Understanding Fiscal 

Responsibility: A Curriculum for 

Teaching About the Federal Budget, 

National Debt and Budget Deficit,” 

the non-partisan, inquiry-based 

curriculum will teach students the 
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“Adolescents with a more 
informed perspective about the 

national debt, federal budget, 
and budget deficit from our 
curriculum will be able to...

demand better decisions from 
their elected leaders.”

~ a n a n d  M a R R i , 
a S S i S ta n t  p R o f e S S o R  o f  S o C i a l  St u d i e S  a n d  e d u C at i o n

facts, significance and consequences for the United States 

and its citizens of public policies leading to persistent defi-

cits and a growing national debt. The curriculum will be 

organized around several questions:

• What do we need to know and understand about 

the federal budget, national debt and budget deficit 

in order to make informed public policy choices that 

comport with our values and social goals?

• What are our national fiscal practices, policies and 

priorities?

• How  s h o u l d 

we address our 

nation’s  enor-

mous fiscal chal-

lenges today and 

in the future? 

• What are the 

opportunity costs 

associated with 

not addressing 

the state of our 

nation’s budget, 

deficit, and debt?

With this year’s 

federal budget due to 

go before Congress 

in February, national 

attention will be focused on the state of the federal budget 

and the nation’s fiscal outlook. At the beginning of 2010, 

the federal government had borrowed nearly $8 trillion for 

the public, including a $1.42 trillion added in the last fiscal 

year. The total debt, including debt the government owes 

itself, exceeded $12 trillion.  

“We are confronted with urgent financial challenges 

fueled by mounting deficits and debt which threaten 

the long-term health of our economy,” says Peter G. 

Peterson, Founder and Chairman of the Peter G. Peterson 

Foundation. Peterson is also co-founder of The Blackstone 

Group, Chairman Emeritus of the Council on Foreign 

Relations, and former U.S. Secretary of Commerce. “On the 

country’s current course, our children will not do as well 

as their parents’ generation. Education is a critical compo-

nent in setting a different course, but at present there is no 

comprehensive high 

school  curr iculum 

on our nation’s fis-

cal challenges. We felt 

that Teachers College, 

with its demonstrated 

track record of creat-

ing innovative, mul-

timedia curricula was 

the partner of choice 

for this important 

project.”

“ M o s t  yo u n g 

Americans do not have 

an adequate under-

standing of the ever-

increasing national 

debt, budget deficit, 

or of the budget process itself,” says Anand R. Marri, 

Assistant Professor of Social Studies and Education at 

Teachers College, who will lead the project. “In light of 

recent research showing that children possess the ability 

to understand specific economics topics such as banking, 

possessions/ownership, prices/profits and savings by the 

time they reach the age of eight, we expect that adolescents 

with a more informed perspective about the national debt, 

n at i o n a l  d e b t  C u R R i C u lu M  C o n t i n u e d  f R o M  f R o n t  pa g e

curriculum
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federal budget, and budget deficit from 

our curriculum will be able to make more 

knowledgeable and responsible decisions 

about their own finances and demand better 

decisions from their elected leaders.”

A baseline study funded by the Peterson 

Foundation and conducted by Marri has found 

that current economics education about the 

federal budget and fiscal policy is virtually 

non-existent in U.S. high schools. Marri 

will present key findings from the study—

which includes interviews with teachers 

in nine states, a review of social stud-

ies learning standards in all 50 states, 

a review of the eight most commonly 

used high school and collegiate eco-

nomics texts, and a review of high 

school mathematics standards—at 

a launch event for “Understanding 

Fiscal Responsibility” on February 11th. 

Led by Marri, an extensive ensemble of faculty 

and graduate students from Teachers College’s Social Studies 

and Mathematics programs will work on “Understanding 

Fiscal Responsibility.” The curriculum will be field-tested 

in a nationally representative sample of 25 schools in three 

cities (Austin, Pittsburgh, and New York City), then 

revised for full national distribution to more than 100,000 

schools in 2011. At the conclusion of the project, another 

research organization at Teachers College, the National 

Center for Restructuring Education, Schools and Teaching 

(NCREST), led by faculty member Thomas Hatch, will 

conduct an evaluation of the curriculum.

The curricula will incorporate books, primary sources, 

simulations, films such as “I.O.U.S.A” and other visual and 

digital media. It will be appropriate for students ranging 

from grade seven through col-

lege, and for teaching in five subject 

areas: Civics/Government, Economics, U.S. History, 

World History/Global Studies, and Mathematics. 

Teachers College, through its Social Studies program, 

has created several award-winning multimedia curricula. 

In 2007, with funding from the Rockefeller Foundation, 

a team led by Margaret Crocco, the program’s coordina-

tor, created “Teaching The Levees: A Curriculum for 

Democratic Dialogue and Civic Engagement,” which—

n at i o n a l  d e b t  C u R R i C u lu M  C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  4
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keyed to the HBO documentary When the Levees 

Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts, directed by Spike 

Lee—explored civic issues raised by Hurricane Katrina 

and its aftermath. “Teaching The Levees” has been dis-

tributed free of charge to more than 30,000 schools and 

community organizations nationwide. Through that 

project, EdLab, a research and creative services unit 

within the College’s Gottesman Libraries, gained access 

to more than 50,000 educators. EdLab, which will pro-

duce and distribute copies of the “Understanding Fiscal 

Responsibility” curriculum and maintain a Web site for 

the project, will use that database to target secondary 

school social studies and math teachers, supervisors and 

administrators likely to be interested in the curriculum.

Materials for the project are being developed under 

the oversight of a national advisory board. The board’s 

membership, while not yet finalized, currently includes 

n at i o n a l  d e b t  C u R R i C u lu M  C o n t i n u e d  f R o M  pa g e  3

Robert A. Sunshine, Deputy Director of the Congressional 

Budget Office; Lloyd Bromberg, Director of School 

P r o g r a m s 

at  Federal 

Reserve Bank 

of New York; 

three lead-

ing econom-

ics  educa-

tors (Henry 

M. Levin, 

Director of 

the National 

Center for 

the Study of 

Privatization in Education at Teachers College; Philip 

Van Fossen, Associate Director of the Purdue University 

Center for Economic Education; and Mark Schug, 

Director of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

Center for Economic Education); Joseph Peri, Acting 

President and Chief Executive Officer of The Council 

For Economic Education (CEE); David Anderson, Vice 

President of Working In Support of Education (w!se); 

and two award-winning secondary social studies and 

mathematics teachers (Susan D. Miller of NYC’s Eleanor 

Roosevelt High School and Rebecca Tatistcheff of the 

Bank Street College School for Children).  ❖
To learn more about the Peterson Foundation,  

visit www.pgpf.org. 

To see  Anand marri  discuss the curriculum and 
more, visit www.tc.edu/news/7337

“At present there 
is no comprehensive 

high school curriculum 
on our nation’s fiscal 

challenges.”
~ p e t e R  g .  p e t e R S o n , 

C h a i R M a n ,  t h e  p e t e R  g .  p e t e R S o n  f o u n d at i o n



peter george peterson (at left) swears in 
pamela Chelgren, the first woman officer 
of the noaa corps, as u.S. Secretary of 
Commerce in 1972.

curriculum
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Teachers College Annual Fund 2009-2010

BeTTer ogethert        

the Power of  
teachers college

Brilliant minds coming together  
to transform lives.

We all work better together. 
Teachers College works better 
with you.

Make a secure donation online at  
www.tc.edu/givetotc or call 212-678-4067.

Why Give to the Annual Fund:

• Your gift supports the interdisciplinary 
research that will ignite change in  
education, health and psychology. 

• Your gift puts more TC alumni in the field, 
where their research is transforming lives. 

• Your gift helps TC maintain its premier 
position among its peer graduate schools  
of education. 

• Your gift ensures that TC has the resources 
necessary to support current students 
through meaningful financial aid packages. 
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The event, convened by the College’s Campaign for 

Educational Equity, is the first major national symposium 

to analyze the impact of The American Reinvestment 

and Recovery Act (ARRA), which is enabling the 

U.S. Department of 

Education to dis-

tribute $100 bil-

lion to states over 

the next two years 

for public schools 

suffering from the 

effects of the reces-

sion.

The sympo-

sium will specifical-

ly assess the impact 

of this windfall of 

federal cash—more 

than double the 

Department’s 2009 

budget—on pro-

grams designed to improve equity and opportunity for 

low-income students.

The keynote speakers at the symposium are 

Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell, who has 

insisted that funding for educational equity provisions in 

his state continue as scheduled, despite the current eco-

nomic downturn; and Russlynn Ali, Assistant Secretary 

for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, who 

is responsible for enforcing civil rights law in schools. 

Susan H. Fuhrman, President of Teachers College and 

a prominent national scholar of education policy, will 

moderate a panel of state education commissioners, 

including Mitchell Chester of Massachusetts.

When Congress passed ARRA last February, one 

intent was certainly to stabilize education funding, but 

its other aims were to continue equity and adequacy 

reforms, and promote education reforms to boost student 

St i M u l at i n g  e q u i t y  C o n t i n u e d  f R o M  f R o n t  pa g e

pennsylvania governor  
edward g. Rendell

“Some states 
apparently increased 

their anticipated 
education deficits upon 

learning that substantial 
federal funding for 

education was in the 
offing in order to avoid 
planned cuts in other 

areas of the budgets.”
~ M i C h a e l  R e b e l l ,  f o u n d i n g  d i R e C to R , 

 t h e  C a M pa i g n  f o R  e d u C at i o n a l  e q u i t y

Equity
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Officer of the Center on Education Policy, will 

deliver the results of a survey of state officials by 

his organization. The officials reported that, of 

the federal money they planned to use to fund 

education reforms, most will go toward developing 

data systems for tracking student success and 

for adopting more rigorous academic standards 

and assessment, and less money will be spent 

on improving the effectiveness and distribution 

of teachers and turning around low-performing 

schools—two indicators of how well they anticipate 

serving low-income children and communities.

• Maris Vinovskis, Professor of History, University 

of Michigan, will deliver a paper on the changing 

role of the federal government in education.

• A session on handling budget shortfalls in New 

York State will include Photeine Anagnostopoulos, 

Chief Operating Officer, and Alison Avera, Deputy 

Chief Operating Officer, of the New York City 

Department of Education; Dan L owengard, 

Superintendent of the Syracuse City School District; 

Mary Anne Schmitt-Carey, Executive Director of 

Say Yes to Education in Syracuse; Glynda Carr, 

Executive Director of Education Voters of New 

York State; and Geri Palast, Executive Director of 

the Campaign for Fiscal Equity.  ❖

achievement.

“Our initial anal-

ysis indicates that 

stabilization may in 

some cases have been 

unduly emphasized 

at the expense of the 

equity and reform 

goals of the ARRA,” 

says Michael Rebell, 

founding Director of 

The Campaign for 

Educational Equity 

and organizer of the 

annual symposium. 

“Some states appar-

ently increased their 

anticipated education deficits upon learning that sub-

stantial federal funding for education was in the offing 

in order to avoid planned cuts in other areas of the 

budget.”

At the symposium Rebell, former lead attorney in 

the law suit that won billions of dollars in education 

funding for New York City—money that is now on 

hold—will deliver a paper arguing that states are legally 

required, even in a recession, to continue to equalize 

educational opportunity for all children. “Children’s 

constitutional rights are not put on hold because there 

is a fiscal crisis,” he says.

Also at the symposium:

• Jack Jennings, President and Chief Executive 

To learn more about The campaign for Educational 
Equity visit www.equitycampaign.org and Tc’s 2010 

Equity Symposium, visit www.tc.edu/symposium.

Russlynn ali, assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 
u.S. department of education
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Translating Wr iter’s Block  
Into Writing
A blend of TC’s technology and language expertise could help non-native  English speaking young writers put pen to paper

“W
hat should I write about?”

It’s a likely complaint from 

any eighth grader faced with an 

essay or creative assignment. 

For the emergent bilingual student who doesn’t speak 

English, though, making that first move to set pen to 

paper can be a deal-breaker.

Now two TC fac-

ulty members in seem-

ingly disparate areas of the 

College—Jo Anne Kleifgen 

of the International and 

Transcultural Studies depart-

ment and Charles Kinzer 

of the Communication, 

Computing, and Technology 

in Education (CCTE) pro-

gram—are working together 

to improve the academic 

writing of such emergent 

bilingual learners. The two are developing a technology-

based intervention with a curricular approach to support 

and increase English Language Learners’ (ELLs’) aca-

demic writing through multimodal, web-based software. 

Their project, STEPS to Literacy: An Integrated Digital 

Writing Space for English Language Learners, was recently 

awarded a three-year, $1.5 million dollar grant from the 

Institute of Education Sciences (IES), a division of the U.S. 

Department of Education. 

“Our work is based on real need,” says Kleifgen, 

Professor of Linguistics and Education. “There are lots 

of children whose home 

language is different from 

English who aren’t suc-

ceeding academically.” For 

example, among eighth 

graders who speak English 

as a second language—the 

demographic Kinzer and 

Kleifgen are focusing on—

only 4 percent are proficient 

readers. Approximately 75 

percent of this population 

is Spanish-speaking. 

Kleifgen notes, “Most 

emergent bilingual students come from poor families and 

urban areas—there is a real need for intervention.”

“A huge component of academic writing is finding 

relevant, disparate sources and synthesizing the material in 

meaningful ways,” Kinzer says. “Students have to structure 

“Most emergent 
bilingual students come 
from poor families and 

urban areas—there is a real 
need for intervention.”

~ J o a n n e  K l e i f g e n ,
p R o f e S S o R  o f  l i n g u i St i C S  a n d  e d u C at i o n

research



“Once students start to 

do research,” Kinzer says, 

“the issue of having nothing 

to write about goes away.”

The roots of the col-

laboration between Kinzer 

and Kleifgen go back a few 

years, when students taking 

courses with each of them 

obser ved that both were 

interested in language and 

technology. (Kleifgen has, in 

fact, been teaching a course 

in the CCTE program 

since the late 1980s.) Soon 

after, they applied for—

and received—a grant from 

the Kellogg Foundation to 

research their unique cur-

ricular approach at a Bronx 

middle school. 

In 2005, Kleifgen and 

Kinzer ran a year-long pilot 
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Translating Wr iter’s Block  
Into Writing
A blend of TC’s technology and language expertise could help non-native  English speaking young writers put pen to paper

it logically and create an academic argument.”

To aid in this process, Kleifgen and Kinzer use a 

framework called “STEPS + G,” co-developed earlier by 

Kinzer (then at Vanderbilt University), through which 

students can learn about various subjects. “STEPS + G” 

stands for Scientific, Technological, Economic, Political, 

Social, and Geographic—all of the perspectives students 

are encouraged to consider when tackling any topic. 

More specifically, the “STEPS + G” framework helps 

students grapple with that painful question, what to write 

about, and the software additionally addresses issues of 

synthesis and the mechanics of writing. For example, in 

a curriculum on the Civil Rights movement, students are 

encouraged to consider applying all of the “STEPS + G” 

elements as they work in the Web-based learning space. 

The space includes pictures from the era, such as images 

of Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr., as well as 

other Civil Rights-themed materials, original audio and 

transcripts of King’s speeches (in English and Spanish), 

and materials about civil rights from various geographic 

regions of the country. As all transcribed materials are 

available in English and Spanish, students can use their 

native language resources to grasp concepts, form ideas, 

and create notes and drafts, before ultimately writing in 

English. 
St e p S  to  W R i t i n g 

C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  1 0

Joanne Kleifgen, 
professor of linguistics 
and education; Charles 
Kinzer, professor of 
Communication, Computing 
and technology in education
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T
eenagers typically challenge anything and 

everything—or as Guillermo Marini, a 

third-year Philosophy and Education Ph.D. 

candidate at TC puts it, adolescence is “a time 

of awareness—students are distinguishing themselves 

from their parents and from the larger group, and 

questioning what they want to do with their lives.” 

So why not teach them philosophy? Most countries 

in Europe and Latin America do just that, but not the 

United States, where most young people complete high 

school without ever having been exposed to the most 

basic philosophical questions of existence, ethics and 

aesthetics.

Last January, Marini, fellow Philosophy and 

Education Ph.D. student Timothy Ignaffo and a group 

of other students at TC and Columbia set out to change 

that picture, creating the Philosophy Outreach program. 

Members of the initiative now travel weekly to a number 

of city schools, where they facilitate weekly after-school 

dialogues, coordinate guest lectures, or both. 

With the benefit of a seminar on how to guide 

text-based discussions, taught by TC Philosophy and 

Education Program Director David Hansen, the TC and 

Columbia volunteers have guided students in parsing a 

Philoso phy in 
the Tre nches
TC and Columbia volunteers are helping high school students  
ponder the meaning of it all

program in the school, where students and teachers 

were able to use a Web-based learning space to 

improve writing skills, an area in which there had 

been relatively little focus and study. They chose to 

work with eighth graders because the New York City 

Department of Education annually tests this age group 

on writing at the end of the school year. 

During the first phase of IES funding, Kinzer and 

Kleifgen will use information from the pilot program 

to expand and refine the design of their program. This 

spring, they hope to return to the same Bronx school, 

to develop the new Web space. In addition to working 

with teachers and students in the classroom, they will 

also convene a group of 10 “student consultants,” who 

will help determine the accessibility and usefulness of 

the curricular approach. 

During the second year of funding, Kleifgen 

and Kinzer will expand their research settings and 

resources, as well as continue to stay current with 

technological trends as they become relevant to the 

development of the project. In the third year, they will 

incorporate a science curriculum, continue to increase 

the research settings, and produce training materials 

for teachers. 

Ultimately, Kinzer and Kleifgen are striving to 

build a culturally sensitive learning space that will be 

beneficial for the students in their project and beyond. 

They hope to emerge with evidence that their method 

shows promise. They also hope to have a “usable sys-

tem” in place that can be replicated and expanded to 

support learning across disciplines. 

There are institutions where faculty members 

from different home departments might have found 

it difficult to find each other and work together. In 

this instance, though, Kleifgen and Kinzer both say 

that coming from different academic backgrounds has 

enriched their collaboration and benefited students. 

“Fortunately, at TC,” Kleifgen says, “if you want 

to engage in this kind of collaborative work, you can 

find a way.” ❖

St e p S  to  W R i t i n g  C o n t i n u e d  f R o M  pa g e  9
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Philoso phy in 
the Tre nches
TC and Columbia volunteers are helping high school students  
ponder the meaning of it all

range of works, including Siddhartha by Herman Hesse 

and Sophie’s World, a novel on the history of philosophi-

cal thought, by Jostein Gaarder. 

“We use short stories, too—anything that gets the 

students thinking and talking,” says Ignaffo, who coor-

dinates the program. “The responses have been tremen-

dously positive.” 

Ignaffo says the program is rooted in the concept 

that engendering “philosophical discourse is an 

organic way to learn.” 

The program has grown steadily since its launch. 

Last year, it had a presence in four schools in New 

York City, including the Brooklyn and Manhattan Free 

Schools, and nine active volunteers. Thanks to seed 

funding from the Squire Foundation and support of TC 

and Columbia faculty, there are now eight participating 

schools and 22 active volunteers. In addition, Philosophy 

and Education graduate students will have the unique 

opportunity to teach a philosophy course this spring at 

Columbia Secondary School, which has philosophy as 

part of its innovative core curriculum. 

Marini hopes the model of the Philosophy Outreach 

Program can be replicated by graduate-level students in 

other disciplines.

“We’ve had the privilege and gift to come to 

graduate school,” says Marini. “Who else has this kind of 

opportunity to share?” 

The program has made such a strong impact that 

one high school student who was moved to speak at 

TC this past fall about his positive experience has since 

enrolled in Princeton University’s summer program in 

philosophy.

For Marini and Ignaffo, success stories like that one 

are simply added motivation to create the highest quality 

experience, not only for high school students, but for the 

teaching volunteers.

“Teaching is a craft,” Ignaffo says. “We want to be 

prepared and to provide a good service.” ❖

In Nyc Schools
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“Technology isn’t just some 
bauble or required vocational 
training, like driver’s ed, but 

instead something with serious 
potential for scholarship.”

~ J u d i t h  C R a M e R ,  
e d u C at i o n a l  t e C h n o lo g y  S p e C i a l i St

S
he’s pursued degrees at Yale, Cornell and Parsons, 

but this past summer, when Judith Cramer 

was given the chance to take some professional 

development courses on TC’s dime, she headed 

off for “cartoon college” in Vermont.

“I wanted to work on my storytelling skills with 

Comic Life,” says Cramer, Educational Technology 

Specialist, referring to the increasingly ubiquitous software 

program that lets users create comics from digital images. 

“My boss, [TC Vice 

Provost] Bill Baldwin, 

agreed that this would 

be a good use of my 

time, so I got The 

Center for Cartoon 

Studies’ permission to 

attend, even though I 

would be the only per-

son there using digi-

tal photos instead of 

drawings.” 

Cramer’s job at 

TC is to help indi-

vidual faculty members integrate digital technology into 

their teaching and research. Her work over the past 

decade has brought her into contact with faculty from 

five TC departments, and has also included collaboration 

with members of the Library staff and colleagues from 

Academic Computing (ACS). She teaches workshops to 

the latter group on software programs she has brought to 

Bubbling With Thought
TC Education Technology Specialist Judith Cramer has introduced faculty and students to Comic Life and other (cheap) technologies

the College, including Comic Life, which, she says, “meets 

my test for good educational software—it costs less than 

$100, you can learn it in 15 minutes, and it delivers a lot of 

bang for the buck. Of course,” she quickly adds, “you need 

an imaginative teacher to get the bang.” 

Getting serious-minded academics to use these tools 

is sometimes a hard sell, but Cramer’s M.O. is to meet 

potential clients very much on their own turf.

“I’m always mindful of content,” she says. “I take 

an interest in people’s 

research and try to make 

them see that technology 

isn’t just some bauble or 

required vocational train-

ing, like driver’s ed, but 

instead something with 

serious potential  for 

scholarship that can help 

them realize their aims.”

Among TC facul-

ty, Cramer has worked 

with Marjorie Siegel in 

Curriculum & Teaching 

to help literacy students design templates for digital story-

telling with young children; with Social Studies students 

in Margaret Crocco’s course on women’s history to cre-

ate graphic novels based on oral histories; and with Bill 

Gaudelli’s history and geography students to create graphic 

novels from images they researched on the Web. Cheryl 

Panzo and Alisa Poppen, two students in Cramer’s “We 
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Bubbling With Thought
TC Education Technology Specialist Judith Cramer has introduced faculty and students to Comic Life and other (cheap) technologies

flickr.com,  a resource she has introduced at TC as a 

tool to hone students’ visual literacy skills before they 

try a digital comic or graphic novel. “I started teaching 

with Flickr after I learned that there were almost 13,000 

images tagged ‘Katrina’ posted to the site by the end of 

2005, just three months after the storm. I was simply 

astounded by this fact. These weren’t pictures taken by 

professional journalists dispatched to the scene by AP or 

CNN; they were images captured by ordinary citizens—

maybe people who had gone there to help, or who were 

survivors—with cell phones, or digital cameras. Working 

on our section of The Levees  curriculum, my team and I 

discovered that Spike Lee used some of these images in an 

Media” course, developed Comic Life projects for teach-

ing about the Holocaust and the hunt for DNA. They 

will present this work to California teachers at the CUE 

conference in April.

Cramer also brought her magic to bear on TC’s 

award-winning curriculum project “Teaching The Levees”, 

about Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath. In a section 

of the curriculum that deals with media literacy, Cramer 

collaborated with Ari Rubin, an M.A. candidate in 

Teaching of English who was then her graduate assistant, 

to create a digital comic about George W. Bush speak-

ing in New Orleans’ Jackson Square after the storm. 

That has given the curriculum’s more than 30,000 users 

an example of a photojournalism project keyed to a 

specific scene from Spike Lee’s documentary, When The 

Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts, for which the 

“Teaching The Levees” was written as a companion piece 

(see “Katrina’s commentaries,” available for download at 

www.teachingthelevees.org/?page_id=54). Rubin, now 

on the English faculty at Bronx High School of Science 

in New York City, conducted a lab on digital comics for 

Cramer’s students in July. He demonstrated the way Art 

Spiegelman, creator of Maus, the Pulitzer Prize-winning 

graphic novel about the Holocaust, used panel designs to 

reinforce his work’s meanings. “It was fantastic,” Cramer 

enthuses. “Ari taught them how to create a really ominous 

page about the Iranian political protests by adapting 

Spiegelman’s layout ideas.”

Cramer also developed projects for “Teaching 

The Levees”  using the free photo-sharing Web site  i n t e g R at i n g  t e C h n o lo g y  C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  1 6

Judith Cramer, educational technology Specialist

Tc People
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especially haunting part of his film. We based a media 

literacy lesson on this fact, focusing on the differences 

between photo essays and photo montages in order to 

call attention to questions of historical stewardship 

and advocacy.” 

Cramer now uses Flickr with students in a variety 

of ways and has even led workshops designed around 

Flickr at conferences, most recently with TC alumnus 

David Boxer and faculty member Howie Budin in 

Toronto. She finds Flickr’s interactive Post-it notes, 

which can help young learners analyze elements in an 

image, particularly useful; also, its user-generated tags, 

which not only link members with common interests, 

but also allow anyone to use the Flickr site for visual 

research.

Last summer, Crocco and Gaudelli asked Cramer 

to create a mini-workshop centered on Flickr and 

Comic Life for teachers enrolled in their new “Vietnam 

Now” course, which centers on the documentary of the 

American war in Vietnam that aired on WGHB public 

television in the 1980s. 

“I chose remembrance as the theme because I 

thought it would be a way to concretize the Vietnam 

War for students too young to know about it,” Cramer 

says. “If they could go out in their communities and take 

pictures of a memorial to the Vietnam War for a photo 

essay, or interview someone who had participated in the 

War for a comic about that experience, then it might 

become real.” Cramer found ‘pools,’ or thematic groups, 

in Flickr on the memorials to every U.S. war, includ-

ing Vietnam. “Vietnam Now” students worked in class 

with a set of 50 images taken by Flickr members who 

had visited various Vietnam War memorials across the 

United States. 

examples of graphic storytelling in a limited 
number of frames, taken from alisa poppen’s 
New Hard Times.

i n t e g R at i n g  t e C h n o lo g y  C o n t i n u e d  f R o M  pa g e  1 5

Tc People
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The Flickr tool Cramer recommends most high-

ly is “Tell a Story in 5 Frames,” a pool in which 

members post a maximum of five images to tell a 

story without text. Only a written title is allowed. 

Once the images are posted, other pool members 

comment on the stories. “To me, this is just a fabu-

lous resource for teaching students how to select and 

sequence images in the interest of narrative,” says 

Cramer, who worked as a publishing art director a 

few incarnations back. But, she warns, “this exer-

cise is harder than it looks. Even our grad students 

have trouble with it”—except for those, such as Art 

Education majors, with previous visual training, 

or who simply are inspired by the task. (One such: 

Brian Frederickson, a student in Crocco’s “Women 

of the World” course. His essay, “Fashion over 

Function,” won plaudits from TC classmates and 

Flickr members alike. See www.flickr.com/groups/

visualstory/discuss/72157606080910709/).

Cramer suggests that teachers use ‘Tell a Story 

in 5 Frames’ first, having young students do peer 

editing, for example, and then move on to digital 

comics. “After all,” she says, “comics, whether pho-

tographed or drawn, have very complicated texts.” 

She pauses to point upward. “If you visualize those 

text balloons, you can see that it’s not just what’s 

said, but also what’s thought—and then there’s what 

Spike Lee calls ‘voice of God’, or omniscient narra-

tor remarks, which appear as rectangular boxes at 

the tops of panels in comics. These can be used to 

indicate changes in time and space. Comics invite 

you to take liberties with ‘space-time,’ which is no 

doubt part of their attraction for kids.” 

And for serious academics, as well. ❖

elevator module exaggerates speed and acceleration 
of the elevator so that if, say, the elevator is going 
upwards and you jump off, you continue to go upwards 
for a while before gravity brings your speed down to 
zero, and you then start falling to the ground. In the real 
world, you would not continue upwards for an obvious 
moment of time—nor could you jump off the elevator in 
the first place without losing your life. In the Doppler 
Effect module, as they walk toward the train, they can 
see a graph of the pitch shift and see how the sound is 
changing. In the real world, you cannot tell what notes 
a police car is giving off.” 

The games, which Stewart hopes to study further 
as he begins his dissertation next year, “could save 
money for science programs that can’t buy the physical 
equipment.” he said the hope was that virtual worlds, 
or “physics playgrounds,” could be created as spaces 
where students from different geographical areas 
could learn together, similar to Quest Atlantis, an 
international learning and teaching project of Indiana 
university that utilizes a 3D multi-user environment to 
immerse children, ages 9-15, in educational tasks.

Stewart, who credits Tc faculty member Jessica 
hammer’s “video games and Education” course as a 
transformative event in his academic career, says, “The 
class really broadened my horizons and gave me the 
vocabulary to talk about games in a critical way, mak-
ing me want to ask, ‘What can we learn about games as 
educators? Why not figure out what they’re doing that 
works and apply that in school?’” 

Stewart combines his love of technology and games 
with a strong affinity for writing, as evidenced by his 
winning the Sidlinger Award’s $1,000 prize. cormac 
mccarthy and raymond carver are his favorite authors. 
but it was in the humanities program at Davidson 
university, where Stewart earned an undergraduate 
degree in physics and minored in music, that his writing 
earned him what, for a computer geek, might be the 
highest praise of all. 

“They asked me if I was an English major,” he 
says.  ❖

St e W a R t  C o n t i n u e d  f R o M  b a C K  C o v e R
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“Visions in New York City,” the exhibition 

of short films and videos mounted at the 

Macy Art Gallery and Milbank Chapel in 

November, was selected for inclusion at the eighth annual 

Art Basel-Miami Verge Fair, which ran from December 

3-6. “Visions” features the work of recognized and emergent 

artists including several pieces by TC students, alumni and 

professors. It was curated by faculty member, Maurizio 

Pellegrin, a world-renowned artist and teacher whose own 

works have been shown internationally in venues ranging 

from the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in his native Venice 

to Estudio de Arte Contemporaneo Jiménez in Mexico City, 

as well as at New York’s Museum of Modern Art and the 

Corcoran Art Gallery in Washington, D.C. 

The “Visions” show juxtaposes the unique vision of 83 

multinational artists. “It is about what people simply are, 

what they would like to be, what they believe to be,” says 

Pellegrin, who culled through hundreds of submissions in 

his quest to showcase visionary expressions. “The show is 

part of a large survey of all the arts and media. I wanted to 

present a contemporary survey of video by less-well known 

artists and not repeat the kind of exhibition being held in 

major museums or galleries.”

The move to Art Basel-Miami marks the first time a 

show created for Teachers College has been invited to par-

ticipate in an exhibition of such international significance. 

“This is thrilling!” says Judy Burton, Director of the 

Program in Art and Art Education. “We are all very excited 

that ‘Visions,’ which began life as a class project and had its 

first showing in our Macy Art Gallery, was featured at such 

a prestigious venue as Art Basel. This is a great accolade for 

our students and Maurizio, and they are now collaborating 

on their next video shorts project.”

Co-curator, artist and TC student Heather Van Uxem 

adds, “It is amazing to see the growth and success of the 

show expand to such great heights as Art Basel in Miami!”

One of the preeminent contemporary art shows in 

America, Art Basel-Miami provides a showcase for leading 

international galleries, complemented by special exhibi-

tions and events featuring film, architecture and design. It 

attracts top-notch talent and the cognoscenti of contempo-

rary art—not to mention a host of celebrities. 

“I feel honored—and a bit unworthy—to have this 

piece in the company of so many marvelous films,” says 

Lisa Farmer, a TC Ed.M. student who is also the College’s 

Associate Director of Publications. Farmer’s work, “Studio,” 

made the final cut at Basel. “I have been a media profes-

sional producing art and photography books and magazines 

TC Art Exhibit ion Moves 
From Macy to Miami
“Visions,” curated by Maurizio Pellegrin and featuring student work,  
aired at Art Basel-Miami in December

Student



(above) Still from heather van uxem’s  
ojo de gato, 1:09 min, 2009

(below) Still from  
lisa farmer’s Studio, 3:00 min, 2009

eXtending the viSion a unique international film and 
video festival, which premiered at tC’s Macy gallery 
with a concurrent exhibition of stills, made its way—
under the watchful eye of co-curator and artist heather 
van uxem—to the art basel-Miami verge fair.  

for over 13 years. Not until I enrolled 

at TC did I have the opportunity to 

really challenge myself in making pieces. And to be 

exhibited at Art Basel, in my hometown of Miami, is 

more than I could have ever wished.”  ❖

More information about “Visions in New York 

City,” its artists and its catalogue can be found at 

www.visionsinnyc.com .

TC Art Exhibit ion Moves 
From Macy to Miami
“Visions,” curated by Maurizio Pellegrin and featuring student work,  
aired at Art Basel-Miami in December
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Who he is
Angelo Miranda is the Video 

Services Coordinator at Teachers 

College, where he oversees the 

Instructional Media Lab, dispenses 

camcorder equipment and teach-

es workshops on software such as 

ProTools, iMovie, and Final Cut 

Pro. Additionally, Miranda consults 

with faculty members who need 

guidance with their own video work 

and supervises his assistants in the 

editing of videotaped interviews and 

other work. 

When he’s not working in video, 

Miranda, who is also a graduate of 

TC’s Doctoral Program in Music 

Education, serves as Assistant Adjunct 

Professor in the Music Education 

program, offering 10 hours of per-

cussion instruction to two to three 

students per semester, so that aspir-

ing music teachers can learn about 

percussion methods. Occasionally, 

Miranda instructs non-music majors 

from Columbia and TC, who have a 

special interest. “I get a lot of students 

who say they have no rhythm,” he 

says. “I say, ‘Can you dance? Then 

chances are, you can probably pick 

this up.’”  

Road to tC
Born and raised in New York 

City to Puerto Rican-born parents, 

Miranda has lived for the majority of 

his 62 years in Manhattan (including 

in the Frederick Douglass projects, 

on 103rd and Amsterdam Avenue, 

when he was a child). After high 

school, Miranda enlisted in the Navy 

from 1964-1969. He was stationed 

off the coast of Vietnam on the U.S.S. 

Okinawa, which served as a landing 

platform for helicopters. 

When his term was up, Miranda 

opted to return to New York and 

enroll in trade school, where he 

learned to become an electronic tech-

nician. Of his time in the service, he 

says simply, “Wasn’t for me.”

Miranda traces his passion for 

music back to when he was a young-

ster listening to his father play har-

monica. His dad supported Miranda’s 

decision in junior high school to take 

up the violin. Before long, Miranda 

became skilled enough to play in the 

Manhattan Borough-Wide Junior 

High School Orchestra (noted Israeli 

violinist Pinchas Zukerman was the 

concert master). When Miranda 

entered the ninth grade, the drum 

chair opened up. “I was inspired by 

the theme song to ‘Peter Gunn’, a TV 

detective show—it sounded like the 

theme to Hawaii 5-0, and it made me 

want to play drums.” 

As it turns out, drumming agreed 

with Miranda. At City College, 

where he had initially gone to study 

engineering, he wound up playing 

in three bands: as drummer in a jazz 

band, timpani player in the school 

orchestra, and drummer in the City 

College’s Big Band. Soon Miranda 

found himself immersed in the Music 

Program, where he studied with John 

Lewis of the Modern Jazz Quartet. 

There, he completed his Bachelor’s 

of Arts. 

When Miranda reported to 

work as a secretary in TC’s Bilingual 

Education program in 1981, his 

plan was to enroll in TC’s Music 

Education program and make good 

use of the College’s tuition incen-

tives. Upon completing his Master’s 

in 1983, Miranda sailed straight into 

the doctoral program, which took 

him 15 years, working full-time at the 

College, to complete. His disserta-

At Work: Angelo Miranda, Ed.D.
A renaissance man spreads good vibes 
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At Work: Angelo Miranda, Ed.D.
A renaissance man spreads good vibes 

tion explored the use of technology 

for teaching percussion. 

After a short stint as assistant 

to the electronics engineer in the 

library, Miranda learned of the open-

ing in Video Services. “Having a 

background in electronics gave me 

the confidence to apply, even though 

I didn’t have video experience,” he 

says of his latest TC transfer, in the 

early nineties. 

in his Spare time
What spare time? Miranda’s 

music card remains full; he plays in 

no less than four different bands, 

including: Quinto Nivel, a salsa band 

in which he plays the vibraphone; 

the T. Fleischer Trio, a jazz group 

in which he plays drums with James 

Corter, TC Professor of Statistics 

and Education; the Continental 

Orchestra, a Hungarian band with a 

touring schedule; and an impromp-

tu jazz trio with Corter and Paul 

Acquaro, Director of the TC Web.   

best part of the Job
Miranda loves the interrelated-

ness of music, video and technology 

and finds the transition from one 

area to another to be seamless. Plus, 

he says: “Technology is changing 

so fast—it’s exciting. Sometimes it’s 

challenging to keep up, but it also 

keeps my job interesting.” 

Another highlight: Hosting 

luminary guests in the studio, 

including most of TC’s presidents, a 

high-profile U.S. governor, and even 

South African Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu, who received a medal from 

TC at the College’s convocation in 

2003. 

When he’s teaching, Miranda 

especially values “seeing students 

progress from the place where they 

think they don’t know anything to 

recording their CDs.”

did you Know?
For four years in the early 1990s, 

Miranda was President of TC’s Tai 

Chi Club. He took up tai chi dur-

ing a semester at City College, and 

ithas been a daily part of his life 

ever since. He studied with Da Liu, 

a Chinese master, until the latter’s 

death. Since a period of being “mas-

terless,” Miranda has studied with 

William Chen, another master, who 

was a good friend of Da Liu’s. He’s 

also experimented with other forms 

of martial arts, including aikido and 

bagua. 

Of Tai Chi, Miranda says, “If 

you have enough room to lay down 

a cow, you have enough room to 

practice.”  ❖

At Work
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one buSy SpRing
TC’s second annual 
Academic Festival tops the 
a long list of big events at 
the College coming up in 
the next couple of months 

mark your calendar now: on 
Saturday, April 24, Tc will host its 
second annual Academic Festival, 
this year themed “Defining the 
Next Decade.”

The day-long program will 
focus on work by Tc faculty 
that could shape the national 
debates in education, health and 
psychology in the years ahead. 
And Academic Festival, in turn, 
caps a winter and spring packed 
with other compelling events. 
These include the college’s fifth 
annual Symposium on Educational 
Equity (February 8th and 9th in 
cowin conference center), which 
this year will focus on the impact 
of federal stimulus money for 
education; “healthier Students 
Are better learners,” an Equity 
Forum in which charles basch, Tc’s 
richard march hoe Professor of 

Psychology and Education, will 
discuss six major health risks 
that disproportionately affect 
poorer students and students of 
color (tentatively scheduled for 
march 9th); the annual education 
conference of the National 
conference of State legislators, 
which Tc will host on its campus 
(march 12-14); the college’s Tisch 
lecture, which will be delivered 
this year by visiting Professor 
robert Siegler, the Theresa heinz 
Professor of cognitive Psychology 
at carnegie mellon university and 
a pioneering researcher in the 
area of children’s mathematical 
and scientific thinking; and, on 
April 8th, the Sixth Annual morton 
Deutsch Awards for Distinguished 
contributions to Social Justice, 
which this year will be given to 
claude Steele, the eminent social 
psychologist and Provost of 
columbia university. 

At Academic Festival, Susan 
Fuhrman, President of Teachers 
college, will present the Teach-
ers college Koming medal to Tc 
alumnus, his Excellency Nahas 

Angula, Prime minister of Namib-
ia, who will deliver the keynote 
address. In 1973, Angula was 
assigned by the South West Africa 
Peoples organization (SWAPo) to 
establish a school for Namibian 
exiles in Zambia, the start of the 
SWAPo education system in exile 
which eventually extended to the 
Democratic republic of congo and 
Angola. When apartheid ended in 
Namibia, Angula became the first 
minister of Education under the 
new government, and he created 
a system of schools that for the 
first time brought education to 
all of the nation’s young people, 
using inexpensive technology to 
bridge Namibia’s vast distances 
and harsh terrain.

The Koming medal will also be 
presented to ulysses byas, who 
was a pioneering principal at an 
all-black school in the segregated 
American South of the 1950s. byas, 
who earned his master’s degree 
at Tc in Educational Administra-
tion, became principal of the all-
black Fair Street high School in 
gainesville, georgia, in 1957. There 
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the First congregational church of 
Park ridge, New Jersey, and sings 
with the metropolitan Singers/
greek choral Society. her sister, 
Kathryn Kerge, is also a Tc alumna 
of the organizational Psychology 
program.

WelCoMing neW 
eMployeeS
Teachers college would like to 
welcome those4 who joined its staff 
during the month of December. 
Welcome to Tc! (If you were hired 
during December and are not 
listed, please contact the office of 
human resources to be included in 
an upcoming issue of Inside.) 

mady Schiffer
Assistant Director of 
residential Services, Facilities/
residence halls

 Sabrina Sanchez 
Project manager, curriculum & 
Teaching 

Angel Pagan 
mechanic Engineer, 
maintenance

Staff anniveRSaRieS
happy anniversary to the following 
full-time employees who have pro-
vided 10 or more years of service 
to Tc and whose anniversary took 
place in December. (If your anni-
versary date was in December and 

he exposed the shocking lack or 
resources of this supposedly top 
black institution to a responsive 
white public. byas is now the sub-
ject of Hello Professor: A Black 
Principal and Professional Leader-
ship in the Segregated South by 
vanessa Siddle Walker, a professor 
at Emory university.

The midday lunch will celebrate 
Tc’s Distinguished Alumni Awards. 
The honorees this year are the 
reverend lesley george Anderson 
’87, President, united Theological 
Seminary of the West Indies, 
raphael m. ortiz ’82, co-founder 
of museo Del barrio; viola vaughn 
’84, founder of 10,000 girls; and 
vivian ota Wang ’94, National 
Institutes of health (NIh) Agency 
representative of the National 
Science and Technology council

luis rios, Jr. ’01, Education 
consultant, california Department 
of Education, will receive the Early 
career Award.

For the complete Academic 
Festival schedule and to register 
please go to: www.tc.edu/festival. 
or contact marlene Tucker, Alumni 
relations liaison, 212-678-3790 or 
tucker@tc.edu.

aluMna iS naMed 
diReCtoR of tC 
annual fund

Teachers college has named 
Susan Kerge Scherman—an alumna 
who earned her masters degree in 

music and music Education—as the 
new Director of the Annual Fund 
and leadership gifts. 

Scherman, who spent a number 
of years in development at the 
columbia business School and Weill 
cornell medical center, comes to 
Tc from the Stevens Institute of 
Technology in hoboken, New Jersey, 
where she has directed the annual 
fund and raised over $1 million 
for the operating needs of the 
Institute. She has also worked at 
the gilman School in baltimore, 
and in public relations for robinson 
lerer & montgomery Strategic 
communications in New york city.

“I’m thrilled to return to Teach-
ers college with the opportunity to 
help support faculty and students 
in the important work they do,” 
Scherman said. 

Scherman, who earned her 
undergraduate degree in English 
at gettysburg college, is also a 
vocalist who has sung solos with 

Susan Scherman
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are not listed, please contact 
the office of human resources 
to be included in an upcoming 
issue.)

James black ........................... 35 

mechanic general, maintenance

Sharon Johnson ...................... 21 

clerk/Typist, registrar & 

Doctoral Studies

leroy Johnson ......................... 21 

Staff Accountant, Student 

Accounts

yvonne Wallace....................... 15 

Secretary, biobehavioral 

Sciences

barbara Torney ....................... 15 

Director of Administrative 

Information Services, 

Administrative computing

marsha Streeter ...................... 14 

Department Secretary, health & 

behavior Studies

lucila villaquiran ................... 12 

Associate Director of Financial 

Aid, Financial Aid

rocco Diomede ....................... 12 

lead Person carpentry, 

maintenance

Edwin vazquez ........................ 10  

manager of media Services, 

Interactive media Services

Dinelia rosa ........................... 10 

Director, Psychology 

consultation center

S at u R d ay,  f e b R u a R y  6 
east asia (Simulcast Workshop): how 

to Read Chinese paintings • 10:00am – 
1:00pm, followed by optional field trip 
What is different about the rendition 

of space in a Chinese painting? Why 

is there calligraphy as well as image? 

Red chops? Learn more about these 

and other topics from Maxwell Hearn, 

the Douglas Dillon Curator in the 

Metropolitan Museum’s Department of 

Asian Art, author of a best selling book 

of the same title as the lecture. Designed 

for art teachers as well as for history, 

literature, and social studies teachers 

who would like to introduce the art 

of China to their students. Instructor: 

Hearn, the Douglas Dillon Curator, 

Department of Asian Art Metropolitan 

Museum of Art. $15.00 for people 

attending at the Columbia University 

site (Non-credit/non-degree course). 

Participants who attend a tour of the 

Metropolitan galleries of Chinese art at 

a later date (to be announced) will earn 

0.5 CEUs. For other participants, please 

contact your NCTA office sponsoring 

the program. Register at www.

tc.columbia.edu/i/a/document/11971_

eastasiaregistration_empr2.pdf

S u n d ay,  f e b R u a R y  7 

Staten island alumni Reception • 
2:00pm – 5:00pm • 415 vineyard 
avenue, Staten island 
RSVP at: www.tc.columbia.edu/

calendar/rsvp/rsvp.htm?eventID=7454&

eID=68&eType=Center

 

Chicago • 2:30 pm • ambassador 
theater 
Tickets on sale on January 20 in 

Thorndike 160. Half of the tickets will 

neXt iSSue: March 2010
deadline: february 12, 2010
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be sold at 9:30 am and half at 4:30 pm. Tickets 

are $30 each and one per TC student ID. Cash 

only. Non-refundable. For more information, 

visit www.tc.edu/studentactivities or 212-678-

3690.

M o n d ay  &  t u e S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  8  &  9 
the Campaign for educational equity 5th 

annual Symposium • 7:00am – 6:00pm 
Gov. Edward Rendell, State of Pennsylvania, 

Keynote Address, Day 1 

Russlynn Ali, Assistant Secretary, Office 

for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of 

Education, Keynote Address, Day 2. 

Form more information, visit: www.

tc.edu/symposium.

f e b R u a R y  9  t h R o u g h  f e b R u a R y  1 3 

Reading and Writing project • 8:00am – 

4:00am • Milbank Chapel and 177-179 grace 
dodge hall

t u e S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  9 
harlem village academy information Session 

• 4:30pm - 6:00pm • 179 grace dodge hall 
This event is open to TC and Columbia 

students/alumni only! Please visit www.

tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/index.asp?Id=St

udents&Info=Jobs+%26+Recruitment for more 

detailed event information.

 
Raising happy—and Moral—Children: a lecture 

with Richard Weissbourd • 6:30pm – 7:30pm 

• Sulzberger parlor, 3rd floor barnard hall  
These days many of us as parents are 

very focused on our kids’ happiness and 

achievements. But this intense focus on 

happiness and achievement—and the constant 

praising of kids that goes with it—can imperil 

the development of kids’ moral qualities. 

What kinds of achievement pressure are 

constructive and what kinds are destructive? 

How can we raise children who are both 

happy and moral? What are the key moral 

qualities that we need to develop in kids, and 

how can we as parents and teachers develop 

them? Richard Weissbourd, author of The 

Parents We Mean to Be and lecturer on 

education at Harvard University, describes 

how parents and other adults can become 

more effective moral mentors.

 
international human Rights - a panel 
discussion with yvette Christianse, helen 
lieberman, virginia Setshedi and Jody 

Williams • 6:30pm - 7:30pm • diana Center 
event oval  
This year’s Rennert Forum celebrates the life 

and work of Helen Suzman, the iconic South 

African leader who devoted her life to the 

fight against apartheid. Distinguished human 

rights activists discuss Suzman’s legacy and 

how her work illuminates today’s struggles for 

international human rights. Helen Lieberman 

is founder and Honorary President of Ikamva 

Labantu (The Future of our Nation), a 

South African grassroots social development 

organization; Virginia Magwaza-Setshedi is 

Programme Manager with the Norwegian 

People’s Aid and anti-privatization activist; 

Jody Williams is the 1997 Nobel Peace 

Prize Laureate. Yvette Christianse, Associate 

Professor of English at Fordham University, 

will moderate and provide introductory 

remarks. Co-sponsored by the Dobkin Family 

Foundation

 
latinos in the uS: assimilation or 
transnationalism? a lecture with Silvia 
pedraza 
Silvia Pedraza and Lara Sung Back use the 

National Latino Survey data collected in 

2006 to assess the extent to which Mexicans, 

Puerto Ricans, Cubans, and South American 

immigrants have assimilated or engaged in 

transnational practices as well as which social 

characteristics predict these behaviors. They 

compare various immigrant cohorts: those 

who arrived in the US between 1958-1973, 

1974-1989, and 1990-2005. The results show 

that the type of migration—as labor migrants, 

professional migrants, or refugees—makes a 

difference for these outcomes. Silvia Pedraza 

is Professor of Sociology at the University 

of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Her publications 

include Political and Economic Migrants in 

America: Cubans and Mexicans; Origins and 

Destinies: Immigration, Race, and Ethnicity 

in America, co-edited with Ruben G. 

Rumbaut; and Political Disaffection in Cuba’s 

Revolution and Exodus.

f e b R u a R y  9  t h R o u g h  M a R C h  2 5 

helen Suzman: fighter for human Rights • 
diana Center  
Helen Suzman served on South Africa’s 

Parliament from 1953–1989, and was alone in 

opposing apartheid during the 13-year period 

when she was the governing body’s only 

member of the Progressive Party (1961-1974). 

This exhibition explores nearly four decades of 

Suzman’s life and vision through photographs, 

personal letters, quotations from speeches, and 

news articles. Suzman was nominated twice 

for the Nobel Peace Price in recognition of 

her contribution to the pursuit of justice in 

South Africa. She received the United Nations 

Award of the International League for Human 

Rights in 1978. In 1989, Queen Elizabeth 

conferred on her an Honorary Dame 

Commander (Civil Division) of the Order of 

the British Empire. Suzman died on January 1, 

2009, at the age of 91.

W e d n e S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 0 
award of february degrees and certificates. 
no ceremony.
 

oSCp event • 8:00am – 12:00pm • Cowin 
auditorium
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calendar
t h u R S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 1 
White Rights: What apartheid South africa 
learned from the united States - a lunchtime 

lecture with elizabeth esch • 12:00pm – 

1:00pm • diana Center  
Though widely regarded as the most racist 

regime on earth, the apartheid government 

in South Africa learned much from policies 

and practices long extant in the United 

States. Before apartheid was institutionalized, 

South African social scientists, educators, 

and politicians were among the most astute 

observers of racial segregation and white 

supremacy in the U.S. Elizabeth Esch, 

Assistant Professor of History and American 

Studies at Barnard College, shows how 

white South Africans studied U.S. history 

and mimicked its practices—from so-called 

anti-miscegenation laws to the pass-book 

and homeland systems—in implementing 

apartheid. Professor Esch’s work has appeared 

in Souls: a Critical Journal of Black Politics, 

Culture and Society; Cabinet: a Quarterly 

Journal of Art and Culture; and Historical 

Materialism.

 
launch of anand Marri’s social studies 

curriculum on the national debt • 3:00pm 

– 6:00 pm • the peterson foundation 
headquarters in nyC, 712 fifth avenue at 
56th Street
 

uncommon Schools information Session • 
:30pm - 6:00pm • 179 grace dodge hall 
This event is open to TC and Columbia 

students/alumni only! Please visit www.

tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/index.asp?Id=St

udents&Info=Jobs+%26+Recruitment for more 

detailed event information

 

diversity hip hop influences • 6:00pm - 

9:00pm • Milbank Chapel 
A panel with Emdin, Christopher; Hill, 

Marc; Bridges, Thurman

f R i d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 2 

teSol apple lecture • 12:00pm to 9:00pm • 
Cowin auditorium; 150-152 horace Mann
 

nyC ballet: Swan lake • 8:00pm • lincoln 
Center  
For more information, visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities or 212-678-3690. Tickets on 

sale on January 25 in Thorndike 160. Half of 

the tickets will be sold at 9:30 am and half at 

4:30 pm. Tickets are $12 each and one per TC 

student ID. Cash only. Non-refundable.

f e b R u a R y  1 2  &  f e b R u a R y  1 3 

introduction to digital video • 9:30am - 
4:45pm 
This workshop introduces participants to the 

creative methods for the integration of digital 

video in education. Learn how to digitize pre-

recorded videos and edit them using Apple’s 

iMovie. We will look at the surrounding 

community as a resource. In addition, learn 

how to research a local historical site and 

produce a one-minute video that will be 

exported to Quicktime and burned to a 

DVD. Instructor: Shawna BuShell; Tuition: 

$543.00. Available for 1.5 CEU’s. (Non-credit/

non-degree course). Register at https://app.

applyyourself.com/?id=COL-TCNC

S at u R d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 3 

Career Services • 8:00am – 6:00pm • Cowin 
auditorium and 138,140, 152 horace Mann
 

literature Review • 9:30am – 12pm • 
location tbd 
This workshop is presented by the Graduate 

Writing Center. For more information, visit 

www.tc.edu/studentactivities or 212-678-

3690.

M o n d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 5 
Zankel fellowship application deadline 
For more information, visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities or 212-678-3690.

t u e S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 6 
last day to change points in variable-point 
courses.
 
lunchtime lecture: quiet Revolutions: 
postcolonial Women’s Writings and Structures 

of Solidarity • 12:00pm - 1:00pm • 
Sulzberger parlor, 3rd floor barnard hall  
Since the 1980s, the conventional model 

for reading postcolonial women’s writings 

has been to emphasize the prevalence of 

silence and invisibility, the desire for voice 

and narrative space, and the use of self-

representation as a form of empowerment 

and transformation. What is often eclipsed is 

a valuable political ethic based on solidarity 

and coalition-building among oppressed 

and marginalized figures. By working across 

an expansive literary archive, stretching 

from Mary Prince’s slave narrative to more 

recent works by Miriama Ba, Bapsi Sidhwa, 

Edwidge Danticat and Shani Mootoo, Alison 

Donnell identifies an alternative framework 

for reading such literature, presenting a new 

model of feminist criticism rooted in the 

solidarity of experience and coalitional ethics. 

Alison Donnell is the author of Twentieth 

Century Caribbean Literature: Critical Moments 

in Anglophone Literary and Critical History and 

a Joint Editor of Interventions: International 

Journal of Postcolonial Studies.

t u e S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 6  
the vice president’s office for diversity 

& Community affairs’ book talk Series • 
4:00pm – 5:30pm • Milbank Chapel 
Anna Newmann, Professing to Learn, 

Creating Tenured Lives and Careers in the 

American Research University

tueSday-thuRSday,  f ebRuaRy 16-18 

Reading and Writing project • 8:00am – 

4:00pm • private dining Room; Milbank 
Chapel; Cowin auditorium; 177-179 grace 
dodge; first floor, horace Mann
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W e d n e S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 7 
Mastering the Student affairs Conference 

Career panel • 5:30pm - 7:00pm 
For more detailed event information, please 

visit www.tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/

index.asp?Id=Students&Info=Jobs+%26+Recr

uitment

 

Where’s My fit? Career panel • 5:30pm - 
7:00pm 
For more detailed event information, please 

visit www.tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/

index.asp?Id=Students&Info=Jobs+%26+Recr

uitment

t h u R S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 8 

teachers College alumni panel • 4:00pm - 

5:00pm • location tba 
www.tc.edu/studentteaching/

 

harlem Children’s Zone information Session • 
4:00pm - 6:30pm • 140 horace Mann 
This event is open to TC and Columbia 

students/alumni only! Please visit www.

tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/index.asp?Id=St

udents&Info=Jobs+%26+Recruitmentfor more 

detailed event information

f R i d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 9 
doctoral Certification examination for 
students not majoring in an area of psychology 

• 9:00am -12:00pm & 1:45pm - 4:45pm
 
lecture: a nation-building people: american 
efforts at international Control without 

empire, and the Consequences • 10:30am 

- 11:30am • Morningside Campus, 311 
fayerweather hall 
Jeremi Suri of University of Wisconsin-

Madison lectures, “A Nation-building People: 

American Efforts at International Control 

without Empire, and the Consequences” at 

the Center for International History. For 

more information email sea2009@columbia.

edu or visit www.columbia.edu/cu/cih/c_

conferences.htm.

f R i d ay - S at u R d ay,  f e b R u a R y  1 9 - 2 0 
2010 Counseling & Clinical psychology 27th 
annual Winter Roundtable:  “act together: 

the hope of Community.” • Milbank Chapel; 
Cowin auditorium; and grace dodge hall 
The Winter Roundtable is the longest 

running continuing professional education 

program in the United States devoted solely 

to cultural issues in psychology and education. 

The Winter Roundtable will continue its 

tradition of bringing together scholars, 

practitioners, researchers, social change agents 

and students interested in the intersections 

between race, ethnicity, social class, gender, 

sexual orientation, and religious affiliation in 

psychology and education. The theme of the 

2010 conference, “Act Together: The Hope of 

Community” underscores the Roundtable’s 

commitment to recognizing the multiple 

and complex effects of culture and social 

location in psychological and educational 

matters. The Winter Roundtable’s legacy in 

honoring significant and promising research, 

practice, and training innovations in cultural 

psychology and education will be continued 

in the 2010 conference, with the inclusion 

of five highlighted conference features: 

The presentation of the 7th Annual Social 

Justice Action Award, the presentation of 

the 20th Annual Janet E. Helms Award for 

Mentoring and Scholarship in Psychology and 

Education, the Student Scholarship Program, 

and Pathways to Publication, Pathways to 

Practice. Details are provided in the links to 

the left. See www.tc.columbia.edu/centers/

roundtable

SatuRday & Sunday, febRuaRy 20-21 

teSol Curriculum and design Workshop • 
10:00am - 6:00pm 
This workshop focuses on language 

curriculum and course design for adult 

learners. Participants will be introduced 

to factors in course development such as 

context, needs, goals and objectives, materials 

and evaluation, course organization and 

content conceptualization. They will also 

explore, discuss, and create resources and 

materials for their target student population. 

The workshop will take place in one of the 

computer labs. Instructor: Carolin Fuchs; 

Tuition: $543.00; Available for 1 CEU. (Non-

credit/non-degree course). Register at: https://

app.applyyourself.com/?id=COL-TCNC

S at u R d ayS ,  f e b R u a R y  2 0  –  2 7 
publishing on the Web as an educational 

activity • 9:30am - 4:45pm 
This inspiring workshop is for educators, 

administrators and faculty, who wish 

to design their own interactive Web site  

using Dreamweaver for their personal or 

professional enrichment. Learn how to 

integrate graphics and photos to high quality 

Internet pages that incorporate tables, style 

sheets, Java scripts, web forms and surveys. 

Participants will also begin to consider various 

issues that arise when using the web, such 

how to make WWW sites accessible, and 

how to address security, privacy and copyright 

considerations. Instructor: Alyson Vogel; 

Tuition: $543.00; Available for 1.5 CEU’s. 

(Non-credit/non-degree course). Register 

at: https://app.applyyourself.com/?id=COL-

TCNC

M o n d ay,  f e b R u a R y  2 2 

Coffee hour: learn by doing! • 10:00am - 

11:00am • Second floor Salon, gottesman 
libraries 
Do your eyes glaze over when presented 

with the details of database searching? Will 

the newly adopted Cephalonian method 

thrive or fail? What about using Socrates to 

teach the library catalog? A more student 

centered approached to finding full text? 

Sometimes called experiential learning? 
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And the future of library instruction…?! The 

Gottesman Libraries is experimenting with 

more fun, innovative, and effective ways to 

bring research resources and strategies to 

the Teachers College classroom. Join us over 

coffee and danishes to discuss instructional 

strategies and brainstorm ideas, as we embrace 

the spirit of progressive education and learn 

by doing! Please RSVP: www.tc.columbia.

edu/calendar/rsvp/rsvp.htm?eventID=7469&e

ID=28&eType=Center

 
on dance: Merce Cunningham and his legacy 
as a teacher - a panel discussion with Mary 
lisa burns, nancy dalva, patricia lent, and 

Robert Swinston • 7:00pm - 8:00pm  • 
Julius S. held auditorium, 304 barnard hall  
“When giving my exercises,” said Merce 

Cunningham in The Dancer and the Dance, 

“I take care not to impose a style of any kind. 

I just hope it appears as natural as possible. . . 

It’s very important that every day the student 

has the feeling that he has danced . . . In every 

class. . .the student should touch the utmost 

limits.” This panel discussion includes Robert 

Swinston, Assistant to the Choreographer at 

the Merce Cunningham Dance Company, 

and Patricia Lent, Director of Repertory 

Licensing, and Mary Lisa Burns, Director 

of Education for the Cunningham Dance 

Foundation. Mr. Swinston and Ms. Lent 

are also Trustees of the Merce Cunningham 

Trust. Moderated by Nancy Dalva, Producer/

Writer for the Foundation’s web series 

“Mondays with Merce,” the discussion will 

focus on the world-renowned choreographer’s 

lifelong work as a teacher who both created 

a technique of modern dance and trained 

generations of dancers and dance teachers. 

Information 212.854.2995

 
doctoral Student dinner discussion 

4:00pm - 6:00pm 

For more information, visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities or 212-678-3690.

t u e S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  2 3 
lecture: Writing the outsider: perspectives 

from Spain  • 6:00pm - 7:00pm • ella Weed 
Room, 2nd floor Milbank hall  
What does it mean for a literary work 

to write the ‘outsider.’ Can literature 

authentically capture a voice from elsewhere? 

Or, by attempting to do just that, does 

it necessarily corrupt and confuse such a 

voice? Drawing on the last work of Miguel 

de Cervantes, The Trials of Persiles and 

Sigismunda: A Northern Story (1617), Sonia 

Velazquez, from the department of Spanish 

and Portuguese Languages and Cultures at 

Princeton University, discusses how literature 

can either deny the speech and voice of the 

‘outsider’ or else attempt to open up channels 

of communication. In particular, she suggests 

that Cervantes, unlike comparable writers 

of epic in the period, does not attempt to 

‘tame the outsider’; rather, those characters 

which Cervantes situates as ‘barbarians’ 

are made intelligible through practices 

of translation. Sponsored by the Mellon 

Foundation. Information: 212.854.5321 

barnardtranslation@gmail.com

 
tisch lecture with visiting professor Robert 

Stiegler • 4:00pm - 8:00pm • location tbd
 

teach for all information Session  • 4:30pm 

– 6:00pm • 140 horace Mann 
This event is open to TC and Columbia 

students/alumni only! Please visit www.

tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/index.asp?Id=St

udents&Info=Jobs+%26+Recruitment for more 

detailed event information

W e d n e S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  2 4 

Reading and Writing project • 8:00am – 

4:00pm • Milbank Chapel
 
Campaign for educational equity forum: 

healthier Students are better learners  • 
3:30pm – 5:00pm • 179 grace dodge hall 

Featuring the research of Chuck Basch, 

TC’s Richard March Hoe Professor of 

Health Education on six major health risks 

that affect students’ academic performance. 

(He is trying to get a former TC student, 

Howard Wechsler, who’s a high-up at the 

CDC. He also has visions of getting a Big 

Name – Bill Clinton, Michelle Obama, 

Bloomberg, Dennis Wolcott. Please RSVP: 

www.tc.columbia.edu/calendar/rsvp/rsvp.h

tm?eventID=7476&eID=238&eType=Center

 

a taste of harlem • 3:00pm - 5:00pm 
For more information, visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities or 212-678-3690.

 
performance & lecture: afro-latino 

identity in the diaspora • 5:00pm – 
8:00pm 
A Program with Professor Juan Flores 

(NYU) and the Afro-Latino Forum. The 

evening’s event will feature an opening 

presentation, followed by workshops 

with Forum members on working with 

youth on these issues, and ending with a 

cultural performance featuring Afro-Latino 

music. For more information, contact 

Regina Cortina at cortina@tc.columbia.

edu. Sponsored by the Office of the Vice 

President for Diversity and Community 

Affairs.

t h u R S d ay,  f e b R u a R y  2 5 
the vice president’s office for diversity 

& Community affairs’ book talk Series • 
4:00pm – 5:30pm • Milbank Chapel 
Eleanor Drago- Severson, Leading Adult 

Learning, Supporting Adult Development 

in Our School

 
lecture: Strangers in paradise: Religion, 
politics and identity in new Migrant 

Communities in the uS • 7:00pm – 

8:00pm • Sulzberger parlor, barnard hall  
Having served as lead investigator for a 



8 All ArTIclES cAN bE FouND oNlINE AT: www.tc.edu/inside  FEbruAry 2010   27

team of scholars and activists who undertook 

a four-year ethnographic project that studied 

religion among migrants around the San 

Francisco Bay Area, Lois Ann Lorentzen 

examines the multiple roles that religion 

plays for new migrant communities in the 

United States. By focusing on the experiences 

of Salvadoran Pentecostals, Vietnamese 

Theravada Buddhists, Yucatecan Maya, 

and Chinese Presbyterians, Lorentzen 

explores the theoretical connections among 

transnationalism, spiritual journeys, gender 

crossings, and acculturation. She also 

offers reflections on how “religion” itself is 

transformed by the migrant experience.  

f R i d ay,  f e b R u a R y  2 6 
doctoral Certification examination (ed.d./
ph.d.) for students majoring in an area of 

psychology • 9:00am – 12pm and 1:45pm - 
4:45pm
 
all ivy environmental and Sustainable 

development Career fair • 10:00am - 

3:00pm • Morningside Campus, low Memorial 
library, the Rotunda, Columbia university 
To register for this event and learn more 

detailed event information, please visit  www.

tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/index.asp?Id=St

udents&Info=Jobs+%26+Recruitment

 
human Resources/organizational 

development Career fair • 3:00pm - 6:00pm 

• the new School (arnhold hall, 2nd floor 
To register for this event and learn more 

detailed event information, please visit www.

tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/index.asp?Id=St

udents&Info=Jobs+%26+Recruitment

fRiday &  SatuRday,  f e bR u a Ry 2 6 -2 7 

Career Services 2010 Metro fair  • private 
dining Room and 177-179 grace dodge hall 

• 8:00am- 6:00pm
 

podcasting in education  • 9:30am – 4:45pm 

This workshop introduces participants to 

the creative and practical applications of 

podcasting in education. Learn how to record 

and produce your own 1-minute audio and 

video podcasts. In addition, you will learn 

how to post your final projects to the Internet 

and download them onto portable media 

players. Instructor: Shawna BuShell. Tuition: 

$543.00. Available for 1.5 CEU’s. (Non-credit/

non-degree course). Register at: https://app.

applyyourself.com/?id=COL-TCNC

S at u R d ay,  f e b R u a R y  2 7 
Scholar and feminist Conference XXXv: 

feminism and Climate Change  • 9:00am – 

6:00pm • Registration in barnard hall lobby 
How does social exploitation parallel 

environmental exploitation in regional and 

global contexts? How can diverse affected 

groups find common ground? The 2010 

Feminism and Climate Change Conference 

will bring together a wide array of pioneering 

environmental activists, artists and scholars 

who have focused on the gender, race 

and class components of global climate 

change. Keynote speakers: Majora Carter, 

environmental justice activist and president of 

the Majora Carter Group, a “green” economic 

consulting firm. Joni Seager, scholar and 

activist in feminist geography and global 

environmental policy; and Chair, Global 

Studies Department at Bentley University. 

For a full list of participants, and to register, 

please visit: www.barnard.edu/bcrw/

scholarandfeminist

 

admissions gates Millennium • 8:00am – 

5:00pm • Cowin auditorium and first floor, 
horace Mann
 

Workshop: Concept Mapping • 9:30am – 

12:00pm  • location tbd 
Presented by the Graduate Writing Center. 

For more information, visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities or 212-678-3690.

S at u R d ay,  f e b R u a R y  2 7 
black Student network fifth annual black 

history Month gala • 7:00pm – 2:00am • tC 
grace dodge dining hall 
“I Can. I Will. It’s Already Done.” Dinner 

and Cocktails, All Black Attire. For more 

information, please contact Althea Jack at 

x4190 or ajack@tc.columbia.edu. Sponsored 

by the Office of the Vice President for 

Diversity and Community Affairs.

M o n d ay,  M a R C h  1 
last day to submit to the Registrar’s office 
formal Master’s essays for May award of degree.
 
university Seminar on innovation in education 

• 7:00pm - 9:00pm • 305 Russell hall 
Join us for a stimulating evening of new ideas 

and discussion. The University Seminar on 

Innovation in Education explores the process 

of learning in individuals, organizations, 

and society–throughout the lifespan and 

via major institutions and is co-chaired 

by Ronald Gross, who also conducts 

Gottesman’s Socratic Conversations, and 

Robert McClintock, TC’s John L. and Sue 

Ann Weinberg Professor in the Historical and 

Philosophical Foundations of Education. For 

more information or to RSVP, contact 212-

678-3022 or govan@tc.edu.

t u e S d ay,  M a R C h  2 

eSf Summer Camps information Session • 
4:30pm - 6:00pm 
This event is open to TC and Columbia 

students/alumni only! Please visit www.

tc.columbia.edu/careerservices/index.asp?Id=St

udents&Info=Jobs+%26+Recruitment for more 

detailed event information

W e d n e S d ay,  M a R C h  3 

Casual Conversations • 12:00pm - 1:30pm • 
gdh private dining Room 
For more information, visit www.tc.edu/

studentactivities or 212-678-3690.

calendar



When it comes to “performing” super-human feats 
like leaping off rapidly descending elevators or 

rolling giant spheres around a gravity-shifting room, mere 
mortal Phillip Stewart, a third-year Tc graduate student, 
doesn’t even blink. Why? For one, the self-professed 
gaming fan grew up glued to Nintendo classics, such as 
Super mario brothers and metroid. And as any gaming 
aficionado knows, in a virtual world, anything is possible. 

When applying his extensive gaming knowledge to his 
academic life, Stewart adopts a similar attitude—and 
recently, that’s paid off. In 2009, Stewart was awarded the 
ninth annual Walter Sidlinger Writing Award for his essay 
“Physics geeks and game readiness,” which explores how 
conceptual physics students interact with the 3D serious 

game Physics Geeks and whether or not the game, a brain-
child of the virtual learning Worlds team at columbia 
university, facilitates learning. 

Physics Geeks was brought to its imaginative life by 
the collective efforts of Susan Dreher of the columbia 
center for New media Teaching and learning, who acted 
as the primary software developer; programmer rob lane 
of columbia’s National Science Digital library, who served 
as project manager for Physics Geeks; and Stewart, who 
designed the educational content of the virtual worlds.

“The goal of the game is for students to interact 
with physical objects in a way that’s not possible in the 
real world,” says Stewart. “The site exaggerates what 
mechanics do to make the physics more obvious. So the 

gaming geek with the gift of gab
Phillip Stewart is a technophile who can really explain stuff. Even physics

Student Profile

St e W a R t  C o n t i n u e d  o n  pa g e  1 5


