@ for Life!

“l want to reach
millions of people.”

- Naira Musallam, Ph.D. 11

aira Musallam, a Palestinian citizen of Israel,
began to connect with others at
a Catholic school that preached tolerance
to Christian, Muslim, Druze and Jewish students.
At Teachers College, with scholarship support, she
translated The Handbook of Conflict Resolution, edited
by her professors Morton Deutsch and Peter Coleman,

into Arabic. Today, she teaches at TC and runs Frontier7,
a company that mines data to help organizations focus
on what matters most.

Our students come to TC for a degree — but they stay
involved for good. Embrace TC for life!

» Follow the progress of our current scholarship students

» Support work to address the most pressing issues of our time
» Continue your professional development

» Take part in the TC Fund and Planned Giving

» Check tc.edu/campaign to stay involved

THE

WFIRST

TEACHERS COLLEGE COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY


https://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Conflict-Resolution-Theory-Practice/dp/1118526864
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/articles/2013/september/morton-deutsch/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/pc84/
https://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/ways-to-give/annual-giving/give-to-tc/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/ways-to-give/planned-giving/planned-giving-options/
https://www.frontier7.com/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/about-the-campaign/

Unconventional

Uni

Teaching

for the New
Majority

que prep for today’s diverse classrooms

HE MID-20™-CENTURY DESEGREGATION
of U.S. public education put students of color in
better-resourced schools and helped narrow racial
achievement gaps. Yet some 44,000 black teach-
ers were fired, leaving most black students to be
taught by whites who knew little about black his-
tory and communities, and who were often told
to avoid discussing race. B “In losing black teach-
ers, black children lost advocates and champions
who set high academic standards and cared deep-
ly about students’ success,” Amy Stuart Wells,

Professor of Sociology & Education, told edu-

Wisdom

Paradigm-changing new programs at TC

cators at “Reimagining Education: Teaching and
Learning in Racially Diverse Schools,” a unique
four-day professional training held at TC in mid-
July. B “Reimagining Education” explored the
history of racial and ethnic diversity in public
schools and diversity’s educational benefits for
today’s increasingly diverse student population.

B In an opening presentation, Wells and doctoral
students Lauren Fox, Diana Cordova-Cobo and
Juontel White said public schools have largely re-
segregated due to legal challenges, even as immi-
gration has created a majority nonwhite student
population. Whites still constitute 80 percent of
the teaching force. B “By the 1970s, we started
to see challenges to the common wisdom about
children of color as ‘culturally deprived,” said key-
note speaker Sonia Nieto, Professor Emerita of
Language, Literacy & Culture at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst. The task now: to devel-
op culturally responsive pedagogy that addresses
“attitudes, behaviors and dispositions” and the
institutional racism that sustains them. Bl “Re-
imagining Education” featured student rap artists
who teach science and social studies through
their music and a ballet performance by students
from immigrant families. Workshops included:

Tllustration: Paul Vismara
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http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/asw86/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/conferences/reimagining-education/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/articles/2016/september/teaching-for-the-new-majority/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/articles/2016/september/teaching-for-the-new-majority/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/education-policy-and-social-analysis/department-news/new-report-by-amy-stuart-wells-lauren-fox-and-diana-cordova-cobo/
http://www.sonianieto.com/
https://www.umass.edu/education/departments/tecs/language-literacy-culture
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/articles/2016/january/tc-graduate-students-rap-therapy-program-featured-in-ny-times/

{ UNCONVENTIONAL WISDOM }

We're
putting in civil
rights guardrails,
but the states
will make
decisions about
interventions and
using federal
funds.

— John King
(Ed.D.’08),

U.S. Secretary of
Education

THE@ of Research
\ - 4

The groundbreaking ideas
of TC faculty, in action

P> “Reading, Writing, and Talk: Inclu-
sive Teaching Strategies for Diverse
Learners.” Mariana Souto-Manning,
TC Associate Professor of Early Child-
hood Education, immersed participants
in difficulties experienced by children
whose “home language is not aligned”
with their school’s.

P» “Developing Racial Literacy with
Children’s Literature.” Led by Detra
Price-Dennis, TC Assistant Professor of
Elementary & Inclusive Education, teach-
ers learned about Jim Crow-era “green
books” that guided black travelers.

P “Using Hip Hop as Therapy in
Multi-Racial Schools.” Counseling Psy-
chology Ph.D. student Ian Levy demon-
strated the hip-hop and rap workshops
he uses with Bronx high school students.

TC Associate Professor of Science
Education Christopher Emdin argued
that standardized tests can prevent
meaningful connection with minority
students. “Rigor,” he declared, “is not
equal to rigor mortis.” — PATRICIA LAMIELL

Schoolhouse Lawyers

URIOUS ABOUT THE FEDERAL 2015
Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA)? You could read all 1,061
pages — or U.S. Secretary of Education
John King could personally impart
the basics by challenging you to create a state
accountability plan under the new law.

King (Ed.D. '08), a former high school so-
cial studies teacher, did just that for students in
TC's annual School Law Institute in July. The
Secretary headlined the week’s rock-star in-
structor lineup, which included Gary Orfield
and Patricia Gandara, co-directors of the
UCLA Civil Rights Project and leading author-
ities on school desegregation, affirmative action
and serving immigrant students; TC Professor
Michael Rebell, a prominent national author-

ity on school-finance law and the right to an
adequate education; and Dennis Parker, Direc-
tor of the ACLU National Office’s Racial Jus-

tice Program. The Institute’s Faculty Chair, TC
Professor of Law & Education Jay Heubert,
litigated race-discrimination cases as a civil-
rights lawyer at the Department of Justice and
served as chief counsel to the Pennsylvania
Department of Education. Institute Co-Chair
Rhoda Schneider is General Counsel and
Senior Associate Commissioner of the Massa-
chusetts Department of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education and has repeatedly served
as the state’s interim Education Commissioner.
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https://www.amazon.com/Reading-Writing-Talk-Inclusive-Strategies/dp/0807757578
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/ms3983/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/media/conferences/reimagining-education/Tuesday-AM-Workshops.pdf
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/dmp2192/
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=129885990
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A40yqnmxCDU
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ian-levy-2a532a50
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/ce2165/
http://www.ed.gov/essa?src=rn
http://www2.ed.gov/news/staff/bios/king.html
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/articles/2011/june/school-law-institute-at-tc-to-feature-john-king-gary-orfiel/
https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/about-us/staff/gary-orfield-ph.d
https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/about-us/staff/patricia-gandara-ph.d
https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/mar224/
https://www.aclu.org/bio/dennis-parker
https://www.aclu.org/other/about-aclus-racial-justice-program
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/jh613/
https://www.justice.gov/
http://www.education.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.tc.columbia.edu/centers/EquitySymposium/symposium07/speakers.asp?SpeakerId=107
www.doe.mass.edu/

{ UNCONVENTIONAL WISDOM}

Like No Child Left Behind before it,
ESSA commits states to college and career
standards and continued close attention to
achievement gaps. Yet it also requires use
of non-academic indicators such as student
engagement or school climate, while scaling
back federal control. “We're putting in civil
rights guardrails,” King said, “but states will
make decisions about interventions and using
federal funds.”

“Leaving it up to the states creates some
problems,” King acknowledged. Does inclusive
debate simply beget “flufty indicators that
let schools off the hook”? How will besieged
state education departments manage the new
measures?

Still, it was clear that considerations like
school climate matter to King. He closed by
recalling losing both his parents as a young boy
and later being asked to leave boarding school.
He wished the school had offered more options
for students in difficulty.

Later, English Education Ph.D. student
Valon Beasley emailed: “Secretary King made
me know that he is listening and he is watch-
ing the tragedies and inequities that African-
American male youth are suffering from today.
[ will use his life and words to motivate and
transform the minds of New York students,
various educators and hopefully, diverse peo-
ple in the world.” — JoE LEVINE

The 2017 School Law Institute runs July 10-14. For information
visit www.tc.edu/schoollaw.

The Art of Teaching
. Mg
Nursing Teachers

ROOKLYN-BASED NURSE URSULA-PEARL

Nwabueze, who teaches in the City

University of New York’s College of

Technology, sought two things in a

nursing education doctoral program:
freedom to keep working and sharper class-
room, clinical and lab skills.

“There are not many programs aimed at
teaching teachers how to teach,” she says.

Enter Teachers College’s new nursing
education doctoral program, launched this fall
with Nwabueze in its inaugural cohort. The
new program is offered fully online to students
with a master’s degree in nursing who want to
become leaders in the academic or health care
setting without missing a beat on the job.

“TC’s program is truly unique in that stu-
dents engage in scholarly discussions, interac-
tive classes and collaborative research projects
through an online environment,” says lecturer
Tresa Dusaj.

More than 60 percent of registered nurs-
es-in-training lack a bachelor’s degree.

“Nurse educators have one of the hardest
jobs in higher education,” says Professor
Kathleen O’Connell, the program’s creator and
founding director. “Often, aspiring nurses have
no college degree, are young, naive and very
inexperienced. The job of the nurse educator is
to turn them into safe and responsible profes-
sionals in a very short time.”

TC launched the nation’s first university-
based nursing education program in 1898 and
produced thousands of leading nurse educa-
tors. Nursing schools subsequently took over
preparation of nurse educators — but with

Nurse

educators have

one of the hardest
jobs in higher
education. Often
aspiring nurses
have no college
degree and are very
inexperienced.

— Kathleen O’Connell,
Isabel Maitland Stewart
Professor of Nursing
Education

Photograph: Bruce Gilbert
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZXjEmME0kA
http://www2.cuny.edu/about/colleges-schools/citytech/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/tkd2107/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/ko199/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/health-and-behavior-studies/nursing-education/academics/doctor-of-education/

{ UNCONVENTIONAL WISDOM }

You can’t

be well if you

spend your life

in a social group

that’s pressed

up against

the window,
looking in.

— Laura Smith,

Associate Professor of
Psychology & Education

1,200-plus nursing faculty vacancies nation-
wide due to a lack of candidates with doctoral
degrees, there’s growing sentiment that edu-
cation schools should resume “teaching the
teachers.” With that goal in mind, the Jonas
Center for Nursing and Veterans Healthcare
awarded scholarships to four students in TC's
new program — the first time the Center is
funding education school students.

“I believe this program will affect how
nurses are taught,” O’Connell adds. “I hope
students take what they learn here, contin-
ue to further the profession’s research and
become leaders in their schools and in their
fields.” — AMANDA LANG

The Crime of Punishment

ODAY I SENTENCED FIVE YOUNG MEN,
ages 14 to 15. I spoke with one whose
best friend had been shot and
killed. His father was there
as well. When I adjudicate to

protect the community, that means

not only protecting victims of gun vi-

olence, but also including the voices

of others who are victims.”

Edwina Richardson-Mendelson,
alongtime Administrative Judge for
the New York City Family Court,
was speaking at “Youth and Wellbe-
ing in an Age of Mass Incarceration,”
an August forum held by TC's Civic
Participation Project (CPP).

Created by TC's Yolanda Sea-
ley-Ruiz, Laura Smith and Lalitha
Vasudevan, CPP provides “safe and
brave spaces to discuss issues related
to social justice and equity for young
people in schools.” It seeks to “dis-
rupt the academy by opening up a
space for people to be who they are
and want to be,” said Sealey-Ruiz,

Associate Professor of English Education.

The U.S. incarceration rate is the world’s
highest. African-American youth are nearly five
times more likely to be confined than whites,
while Latino and American Indian youth are
two to three times more likely.

“Youth incarceration has infused the prac-
tices of teaching, mental health and other fields,”
said Vasudevan, Associate Professor of Tech-
nology & Education.

“You can't be well if you spend your life
in a social group that’s pressed up against the
window, looking in,” said Smith, Associate
Professor of Psychology & Education.

“We've got to help teachers notice what
kids are feeling,” said Suzanne Carothers of
NYU'’s Steinhardt School of Culture, Educa-
tion and Human Development. “If a five-year-
old says, T'm hungry, and you say, ‘Do your
math,” you've lost something.” — Joe LEVINE @

34

FALL + WINTER TC.EDU/TCTODAY

Tllustration: Paul Vismara; Photograph: TC Archives


http://www.jonascenter.org/
http://publicsquare.law.cuny.edu/impact/family-law/richardson-mendelson
https://www.nycourts.gov/courts/nyc/family/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/events/all-events/youth-and-well-being-in-an-age-of-mass-incarceration/
https://civicparticipationtc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Cl1a4gJl6Y
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/ls2396/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/faculty/lmv2102/
http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CSUnsjZajw
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/

First Editions

TCs Faculty in Print

Nashville Color Line
The reality behind a desegregation success story

W During the court-ordered desegregation era, Nashville, Tennessee created “one of the most
statistically desegregated school systems in the country,” writes Ansley T. Erickson. B Yet in
Making the Unequal Metropolis: School Desegregation and Its Limits (University of Chicago
Press 2016), Erickson, Assistant Professor of History & Education, describes a school district in
which “inequality had shifted form.” m “Nashville’s educational outcomes generally followed
national patterns — they both improved, and remained starkly unequal,” Erickson writes. The
city achieved “relative statistical success while remaining unable or unwilling to value all of the
district’s students, their communities, and their places in the metropolis.” Why? Because Nash-
ville’s housing policies, economic development agendas and urban renewal projects affected the
“hundreds of small choices made by local, state, and federal officials” in enacting desegrega-
tion on the ground. M With segregation receiving renewed attention, Erickson believes today’s
policy makers must understand stories like Nashville’s in order to make a genuine dent in the
problem and the related issue of educational inequality. B “Inequality has been at once deeply
embedded and difficult to fully identify,” she writes. “Making visible its full scope and the broad
range of those invested in it is, even today, the first step to challenge it.” — ELLEN LIVINGSTON

“Inequality has been at once deeply embedded and difficult to fully identify.” Ansley T. Erickson, Assistant Professor of History & Education

Reality Pedagogy 101
A crash course in teaching black youth

B Urban schools “replicate colonial processes,” writes Christopher Emdin, TC Associate Profes-
sor of Science Education, in For White Folks Who Teach in the Hood...and the Rest of Y’all Too
(Beacon Press 2016). Just as white teachers forced students in the first schools for Native Amer-
icans to assimilate, urban public school teachers compel black students to be “complicit in their
own miseducation” and “celebrated for being everything but who they are.” Choosing between
their own culture and academic excellence, students suffer “a loss of their dignity and a shat-
tering of their personhood.” m “Neoindigenous,” Emdin’s term for these urban youth, signals
why traditional classroom methods stifle learning and damage their emotional and academic
well-being. His alternative: reality pedagogy, which meets “each student on his or her own cul-
tural and emotional turf.” Students help determine how the class is managed, sometimes teach
and are empowered to make the classroom familiar through everything from slang and graffiti
to elaborate handshakes. These methods — informed by church services, rap circles and hip-hop
battles — may contradict teachers’ training. Yet by displacing fear with understanding, Emdin
suggests, and by immersing themselves in students’ culture rather than the other way around,
teachers will transform classrooms into spaces where brilliance shines. — ROBERT FULLER

“Neoindigenous,” Emdin’s term for urban youth, signals why traditional classroom methods stifle learning.
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https://twitter.com/ATErickson
http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/M/bo22340580.html
http://chrisemdin.com/about/
https://www.amazon.com/White-Folks-Teach-Hood-Rest/dp/0807006408
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