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And there’s more on the Web

Festival Highlights
This issue of TC Today went to press too soon for us to bring you coverage of the 
College’s third annual Academic Festival. But you can still see it all—including 
the Kossoff Policy lecture, delivered by Dennis Walcott, the newly appointed 
Chancellor of New York City Public Schools; a keynote address by Ian Smith, the 
nutrition and fitness expert; and panels featuring “Dr. Ruth” Westheimer and 
other TC alumni, students and faculty—at www.tc.edu/festival.
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What says “students” more than a yearbook, and what 
says “yearbook” more than that time-honored predic-
tion, “most likely to succeed”? Hence our cover, with 
yearbook-style photography of several among the 22 
TC students profiled in this issue. But while success, at 
some institutions, might be defined in material terms, 
at TC, we expect our students to succeed at improving 
professions, practices and lives—in short, at changing 
the world. In fact, we know they will do those things—
because they’re already doing them, right now.  

As always, visit www.tc.edu/tctoday for some great extras, including:

 y excerpts from an interview with nursing alumna Claire Fagin

 y an interview with Ernest Morrell, the new director of TC’s Institute for 
Urban and Minority Education

 y full video coverage of TC’s third annual Academic Festival

On the Cover

Yearbook photographs by samantha isom

photograph by annemarie poyo
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President’syLetter

The Kids are Alright

Thereyareysoymanyyreasonsyfory
usytoyloveyTeachersyCollege.y
We’veygotyouryproudylegacyy

asypioneersyinyeducationywritylarge;y
ouryownypersonalyhistoriesyatyTCythaty
preparedyusytoymakeyaydifferenceyiny
theylivesyofyothers;yandygreatyscholarsy
makingydiscoveriesythatyfoundersylikey
Russell,yDeweyyandyThorndikeycouldy
neveryhaveyimagined.y

ButywhenyIyreallyywantytoykvell 1y
aboutyTeachersyCollege,yIytalkyabouty
ourystudents.yWhileynoyacademicy
institutionyhasycorneredytheymarketyony
bright,ymotivatedyandycaringymenyandy
women,yourystudentsystandyoutyforytwoy
reasons:yTheyyareypassionatelyydedicatedy
toytheyidealyofydoingygood;yandy
theyyconvertythatypassionyintoyfar-
reachingyimpactywellybeforeytheyy
earnytheirydegrees.yThisycolumn’sy
headlineyaside,yourystudentsyarey
anythingybuty“kids,”yandytoyayremark-
ableyextent,yevenytheyyoungestyamongy
themyareyalreadyyengagedyinyimportanty
workyatyschools,ynonprofits,ycompanies,y
foundations,ygovernmentyoffices,yartsy
organizationsyandyotheryvenuesyfromythey
momentytheyyenrollyatyTC.

Onytheyfollowingypages,yyou’lly
meetyaysamplingyofytheseypassionatey
souls,yincluding:

yy Anyinnovativeyhighyschoolyprinci-
palywhoyfoundedyaygroundbreak-
ingypublicyschoolythatydrewypraisey
andyayvisityfromyPresidentyObama;y

yy Theyfounderyofyanyorganizationy
thatyisybringingynutritionyeduca-
tionytoyurbanyelementaryyschooly
studentsybyyinvolvingythemyiny
hands-onygardening;y

yy Ayformeryundocumentedyimmi-
grantywhoygraduatedyfromy
Stanfordyandyisynowyworkingytoy

TC

Ourystudentsyareypassionatelyy
dedicatedytoytheyidealyofydoingygood.

createycitizenshipyopportunitiesy
foryothers;yyy

yy AnyexecutiveyatyJPyMorganywhoy
advisesyphilanthropistsyseekingytoy
fundypromisingyeducationalystrategies;y

yy Theyformerychiefyadvisoryforybothy
theyNewyYorkyCityy
Departmentyofy
Educationyandythey
UnitedyFederationy
ofyTeachersyony
charteryschooly
development;

yy OneyofyChina’sy
mostyadmiredy
artists,ywhoyisy
renownedythrough-

outytheyworldyforyhisyworkywithy
photographicytimeyexposures;yand

yy AymiddleyschoolySpanishyteachery
whoyisyhelpingychildrenyfromy
Ecuadoryandyotherycountriesyy
makeydocumentariesyaboutytheiry
ownyexperiences.
Again,ythoseyareyjustyourycurrenty

students.yAsyalways,yyou’llyalsoyfindy
storiesyaboutyalumniydoingygreaty
things,yfromyayU.S.yAttorneyyiny
southernyOhio…toytheyexecutiveypro-
duceryofyayrecentydocumentaryyfilmy
aboutytheyworld’syyoungestyPh.D.ystu-
dent…toyaynurseywhoyroseytoybecomey
anyeminentynursingyeducatoryandy
scholaryandytheyfirstywomanypresidenty
ofyanyIvyyLeagueyuniversity.

Whatydrawsygreatyfutureylead-
ersytoyTeachersyCollege?yCertainly,y
ourymission,yhistory,yaffiliationywithy
ColumbiayUniversityyandylocationyiny

NewyYorkyCityydon’tyhurt!yLikewise,y
ourystellaryfaculty,ywhoychooseyTCy
inypartybecauseyofytheyexcellenceyofy
ourystudents.yButyourymostymagneticy
pullyisytheyTCyexperience,ywhichy
formsycriticalypathsytoyleadershipyiny

research,ypolicyyandy
practice.yThereyisy
noyfirewallybetweeny
theoryyandypracticey
here.yOurystudentsy
notyonlyycreateynewy
knowledgeyinycol-
laborationywithyoury
masteryscholars,ybuty
alsoyputyitytoyworky
throughyprogramsy
suchyasytheyZankely
UrbanyFellows,y
whichyprovidesy
scholarshipyassis-
tanceyinyreturnyfory

serviceyinyNewyYorkyCityyschools,y
andytheyFederalyPolicyyInstitute,y
whichyprovidesyface-to-faceycontacty
withylegislatorsyandyotheryleadersy
withywhomystudentsywillysoonybey
dealingyonyayprofessionalybasis.

Asyweyringydownytheycurtainyony
theyacademicyyear,yweysendyanothery
generationyofygraduatesyoffyintoythey
worldytoybuildyonytheyaccomplish-
mentsyofythoseywhoyhaveygoneybeforey
them.yThere’syalwaysysomeysadnessyiny
seeingypeopleymoveyon,ybutyit’symorey
thanyoutweighedybyytheyknowledgey
thatytheyyareysureytoydoyusyproud—
andythatytheynextygroupyofyremark-
able,yidealisticyandytalentedyachieversy
willybeyarrivingysoon.

SusanyFuhrmany(Ph.D.,y’77)

1. Yiddish for “gush with pride”
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CampusyNews
Keeping up with people, events and other news from Teachers College   

TC

TC honors  
Sugata Mitra

T C’syKlingensteinyCentery
foryIndependentySchooly
Leadershipyhasypre-

sentedyitsyannualyKlingensteiny
LeadershipyAwardytoySugatay
Mitra,yChiefyScientisty
EmeritusyatyNIITy(theyIndiany
informationytechnologyygiant)y
andyProfessoryofyEducationaly
TechnologyyatytheySchoolyofy
Education,yCommunicationy
andyLanguageySciencesyaty
NewcastleyUniversityyinythey
UnitedyKingdom.

Mitrayisytheyoriginatory
ofythey“HoleyinytheyWall”y
experiment,yaycomputery
projectythatyhasyincreasedy
learningyamongychildrenyiny
someyofytheyworld’sypooresty
slums.yHisyeffortsyservedyasy
theyinspirationyforytheybooky

Ernest Morrell has been named the new 
director of TC’s Institute for Urban and 
Minority Education (IUME). Morrell, a 
faculty member at the University of 
California at los Angeles (UClA), suc-
ceeds IUME founding director Edmund 
W. Gordon. •  Morrell has done research 
and teaching in the fields of literacy, critical pedagogy, 
cultural studies, urban education and ethnic studies. As 
Associate Director of UClA’s Institute for Democracy, 
Education, and Access (IDEA), he has worked with high 
school students in los Angeles on in-school and out-
of-school literacy instruction, cultural studies and civic 
involvement. •  IUME was created in 1973 on the premise 
that, in order to succeed on par with their wealthier peers, 
urban minority children need excellent teaching and extra, 
out-of-school supports to compensate for deficiencies in 
their environment. During the 1980s, IUME was the largest 
research and development unit of Teachers College, taking 
in substantial federal and private dollars. •  To see a video 
interview with Morrell, go to http://bit.ly/fsqebF.

A NEW lEADER AT IUME
thatywentyonytoybecomeythey
Oscar-winningyfilmySlum-dog 
Millionaire.

KlingensteinyCentery
DirectoryPearlyRockyKaney
calledyMitray“anyinventor,y
researcher,ypolymath,yphiloso-
pher,yhumanitarianyandycata-
lystyforyeducationyreform.”yy

new hope for 
Teaching Math

A newyreport,y“Learningy
Trajectoriesyiny
Mathematics:yAy

FoundationyforyStandards,y
Curriculum,yAssessment,yy
andyInstruction,”yco-authoredy
byyTeachersyCollege-basedy
researchers,ydetailsycurrenty
workyinyoneyofytheymosty
promisingyareasyforyimprovingy
K–12ymathematicsyeducation.

Learningytrajectoriesy
areysequencesyofylearningy
experiencesyhypothesizedyandy
designedytoybuildyaydeepyandy
increasinglyysophisticatedy
understandingyofycoreycon-
ceptsyandypracticesywithiny
variousydisciplines.yTheyyarey
basedyonyempiricalyevidencey
ofyhowystudents’yunderstand-
ingyactuallyydevelopsyiny
responseytoyinstructionyandy
whereyitymightybreakydown.y
Theyreportywasyreleasedybyy
theyCenteryonyContinuousy
InstructionalyImprovementy
(CCII),yayTC-basedyarmyofy

theyConsortiumyforyPolicyy
ResearchyinyEducation.y

Theyreport,ywhichy
discussesytheyrelationshipy
betweenytrajectoriesyandy

TC

 Mitra (center) received the 2011 Klingenstein leadership Award.

P H o T o G R A P H  ( B o T T o M )  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R
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theyCommonyCoreyStandardsy
(whichynearlyyeveryystateyiny
theyunionyisynowyparticipat-
ingyinydeveloping)ycanybey
viewedyandydownloadedyaty
www.ccii-cpre.org.

Pondering nature 
and nurture

A newyHealth,y
BehavioryandySocietyy
ColloquiumySeriesy

atyTCyisybringingytogethery
facultyyandystudentsyfromy
acrossytheyCollege,yotheryunitsy
ofyColumbiayUniversityyandy
elsewhere.yTheiryresearchy
interestsyincludeytheybiologi-
cal,ybehavioralyandysocialybasesy
ofyhealthyyhumanydevelop-
ment,yhealth-relatedyeduca-
tionyandybehavioralyandyy
socialyintervention.

“Ouryintentywithythisy
seriesyisytoycatalyzeyinterdis-
ciplinaryyinterestyinywhaty
takesyplaceyatytheyintersectiony
ofygenes,ybehavioryandysocialy
circumstances,ywhichywey
nowyknowyinteractytoyaffecty
health,”ysaysyDeputyyProvosty
JohnyAllegrante.y

Theyinauguralycol-
loquium,y“Biologicaly
EmbeddingyofyAdversey
ChildhoodyExperiences,”yheldy
inyJanuary,yfeaturedyAndreay
Danese,yM.D.,yPh.D.,yofythey
DepartmentyofyChildyandy
AdolescentyPsychiatryyaty
theyInstituteyofyPsychiatry,y
King’syCollege,yLondon.y
Danese,ywhoyisyworkingywithy

QuAnTIFYInG The IMPACT OF AFFORdABLe hOuSInG
Teachers College and the Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City have 
been awarded $1 million by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation to fund an ongoing study of the effect of affordable 
housing on low-income families. The study is being co-led by Jeanne 
Brooks-Gunn, Co-Director of TC’s National Center for Children and 
Families. It will quantify the impacts of affordable housing on finan-
cial stability, housing quality, and physical and mental health, as 
well as school outcomes for children.

AllegranteyandyothersyatyTC,y
summarizedyresearchyonyhowy
depression,yanxietyyandyeveny
non-physicalyabuseyinychild-
hoodycanycauseycellularychang-
esythatycanyleadytoyphysicaly
ailmentsyinyadulthood.y

Atytheysecondycol-
loquium,y“Discoveringy
DepressionyEndophenotypesy
inyCardiovascularyDisease,”y
heldyinyFebruary,yKarinay
Davidson,yProfessoryofy
MedicineyandyPsychiatryy

P H o T o G R A P H S  B Y  H E A T H E R  v A N  U x E M

moreylikelyytoydieywithinyfoury
yearsythanycardiacypatientsy
whoyareynotydepressed.yyyy

TC Gets Greener

T Cyhasyundertakenyay
coordinatedyenviron-
mentalysustainabilityy

planythatyincludesyboostingy
theyrateyofyrecyclingyatythey
Collegeyfromy35ypercentyofyally
wasteyrecycledytoy50ypercenty
overytheynextytwoyyears,yandy
fromy50ypercentytoy75ypercenty
overytheynextyfiveyyears.yThey

effortycommitsytheyCollegeytoy
demonstratingyinstitutionaly
practicesythatypromoteysus-
tainability,yincludingymea-
suresytoyincreaseyefficiencyy
andyuseyofyrenewableyresourc-
es,yandytoydecreaseyproduc-
tionyofywasteyandyhazardousy
materials;yencouragingyenvi-
ronmentalyinquiryyandyinsti-
tutionalylearningythroughouty
theyCollegeycommunity;yandy
establishingyindicatorsyfory
sustainabilityythatywillyenabley
monitoring,yreportingyandy
continuousyimprovement.y

 Danese (left) and Allegrante

 At a TC Go Green event, students Abigail Bruhlmann, Margaret  
Mahoney and lianna Gomori exchange plastic bags for cloth ones.

atytheyColumbiayCollegeyofy
PhysiciansyandySurgeons,y
discussedyrecentyresearchysug-
gestingythatypatientsywhoyarey
newlyydepressedyfollowingyay
cardiacyeventyareysignificantlyy
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TC is launching a new Department of Education Policy and Social Analysis (EPSA) to serve 
as a central academic hub for the College’s education policy work across all phases of edu-
cational and human development, with both a national and global focus. EPSA will accept 
graduate students beginning Fall 2011. •  The new department’s core areas of expertise 
will include early childhood education, charter schools and vouchers, home 
schooling, K–12 education reform, higher education policy, law and educa-
tion, and the role of nonschool factors (such as demographic change, 
public health, and human services) in affecting education 
achievement and equity.  •  EPSA will be chaired by Jeffrey 
Henig, Professor of Political Science and Education, 
and will house four master’s and doctoral pro-
grams: Economics and Education, Politics and 
Education, Sociology and Education, and 
leadership, Policy and Politics.

Bravo, Peace 
Corps Fellows

T heyTeachersyCollegey
PeaceyCorpsyFellowsy
Program,ywhichypre-

paresyreturningyPeaceyCorpsy
Volunteersyforyteachingyiny
high-needsyNewyYorkyCityy
schools,ywasyhonoredywithy
ayproclamationyfromyMayory

PolICY BY DEPARTMENT

 María Torres-Guzmán

 TC President Susan Fuhrman with Peace Corps Director Aaron  
Williams in April.

P H o T o G R A P H  ( T o P )  B Y  H E A T H E R  v A N  U x E M ;  P H o T o G R A P H  ( B o T T o M )  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R
I l l U S T R A T I o N  B Y  D o R I A N o  S o l I N A S

MichaelyBloombergyatyitsy
25thyanniversaryyinyAprily
2011.yTheyproclamationyalsoy
praisedyTCyTrusteeyEllioty
Jaffeyandyhisywife,yRoslyn,yfory
theirylongstandingysupportyofy
theyprogram.

Theyfestivities,yheldyony
TC’sycampus,yalsoymarkedy
they50thyanniversaryyofy
theynationalyPeaceyCorpsy

Program,yandyincludedy
remarksybyyAaronyWilliams,y
PeaceyCorpsyDirector.yTC’sy
TeachersyforyEastyAfricay
program,ythroughywhich,y
duringytheyearlyy1960s,ythey
Collegeypreparedyteachersytoy
serveyinyKenya,yUgandayandy
Tanzania,ywasytheyprecursory
toytheyPeaceyCorps.y

Fuhrman Leads 
hill Briefing

T CyPresidentySusany
Fuhrmanymoderatedyay
Congressionalybriefingy

inyFebruaryyaboutytheypayoffsy
ofylong-termyinvestmentyiny
educationyresearch.yTheybrief-
ingywasycosponsoredybyythey
EducationyDeansyAlliance,y
theyNationalyAcademyyofy
Educationy(NAEd)yandy
theyAmericanyEducationaly
ResearchyAssociationy
(AERA).yItywasyattendedybyy
Congressionalystaffypeople,y

policymakersyandyofficialsy
fromytheyU.S.yDepartmentyy
ofyEducation.

Fuhrman,yPresidentyofy
theyNAEdyandypastyVicey
PresidentyofytheyEducationaly
PolicyyandyPoliticsydivisiony
ofyAERA,ymoderatedyaypanely
ofyinternationallyyregardedy
educationyresearchersywhoy
discussedytheysignificanceyofy
theiryworkyandytheypayoffsy
ofyhavingysustainedyfundingy
fromyaysingleysourceyforylong-
termyeducationyresearch.

 
Four TC Faculty 
honored by AeRA

M aríayTorres-
Guzmán,yProfessory
ofyBilingualy

Education,yhasyreceivedy
theyAmericanyEducationaly
ResearchyAssociationy
(AERA)yBilingualyEducationy
SIGyLifetimeyAchievementy
Award.yTorres-Guzmánywasy
recognizedyforyhery“long-
standingyexcellenceyinyschol-
arshipyrelatedytoybilingualy
education,”yhery“commitmenty
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andyserviceytoyschoolsyandy
educators,”yandyhery“mentor-
ingyandyencouragementyofy
youngyandyemergingyschol-
ars.”yTCyfacultyymembersy
DavidyHansen,yHenryyLeviny
andyAnnayNeumannywerey
amongy31yscholarsynamedy
AERAyFellowsyinyrecogni-
tionyofytheiryexceptionalysci-
entificyoryscholarlyycontribu-
tionsytoyeducationyresearchyory
significantycontributionsytoy
theyfieldythroughytheydevel-
opmentyofyresearchyopportu-
nitiesyandysettings.

hechinger Report 
Takes honors

L essythanyayyearyafteryitsy
launch,yThe Hechinger 
Report,yproducedybyy

TC’syHechingeryInstituteyony
EducationyandytheyMedia,y
wasyamongytheywinnersy
ofytheyEducationyWritersy
Association’sy2010yNationaly
AwardsyforyEducationy
Reporting.yThe Hechinger Reporty
isyaynonprofit,ynon-partisany
newsyorganizationyfocusedyony
coveringynationalyandyregionaly
educationynews.yTheyReport’sy
staffywriters,yeditorsyandy
freelanceywritersywonysecondy
prizeyinythey“BestyReportingy
(SmallyMarket)”ycategory.yThey
Reportywasyalsoyrecognizedyiny
twoycategoriesyforyprovidingy
financialyandyjournalismyassis-
tanceytoyambitiousyeducationy
journalismyprojectsyaddressingy
nationalyissuesyatytheylocalyandy
regionalylevels.y

SPECIAl REPoRT

T eachers College and the New York 
City Department of Education (DoE)
are preparing to open a new public 

elementary school for children living in New 
York City’s Community School District 5. 
The Teachers College Community School is 
scheduled to begin 
with a class of 
kindergarten stu-
dents in September 
2011. The only cri-
terion for admis-
sion is residency in 
Community School 
District 5. Students 
will be selected by 
lottery. Jeanene 
Worrell-Breeden, 
a highly accom-
plished and innova-
tive educator who is currently the principal 
at P.S. 30 in the Bronx, will serve as the new 
school’s leader.

“The Teachers College Community School 
will offer children and families an out-
standing academic program coupled with 
community services to support happy, 
healthy living and learning,” said Nancy 
Streim, Associate vice President for School 
and Community Partnerships. “TC faculty 
from across the College have been—and will 
continue to be—instrumental in guiding the 
school’s development and success.”

The Teachers College Community School 
will also anchor a consortium of Teachers 
College Partnership Schools, estab-
lished through a recent Memorandum of 

Understanding between TC and the DoE. 
Starting with six schools, the consortium 
is expected to expand to as many as 12 
schools in northern Manhattan.

The Teachers College Community School will 
open this fall at a temporary site within 

P.S. 133, located on 
5th Avenue at 131st 
Street, and enroll a 
kindergarten class 
with up to 50 stu-
dents. TC and the 
DoE are reviewing 
options for a per-
manent site closer 
to Teachers College 
for the 2012–13 
school year.

TC and the DoE are 
holding a series of parent outreach and 
information sessions, and the lottery is 
scheduled for June. 

“The Teachers College Community School 
represents a milestone in our legacy of 
shaping practices and policies in pub-
lic education,” said Streim. “launching 
the new elementary school and establish-
ing the TC Partnership Schools consortium 
demonstrates our strong commitment to 
invest TC’s expertise and resources in pro-
viding quality educational opportunities 
for children in our community.”

More information about the school will 
be posted as it becomes available on 
www.tc.edu/communityschool or email 
communityschool@tc.edu. 

T C  I S  P R E P A R I N G  T o  o P E N  
A  N E W  P U B l I C  E l E M E N T A R Y  S C H o o l

The first kindergarten class is expected to begin this coming fall
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at Changing the World
John Dewey’s legacy countinues 
to inspire students and 
educators at Teachers College

It’s Convenient. It’s Smart. It’s Simple.  

3 Reasons to use 
your IRA for giving
to Teachers College

For most folks, their Individual Retirement 
Account is second only to their home in terms 
of largest asset.  It not only serves as their 
nest egg for retirement—it can also serve as 
a smart way to remain secure while making 
a charitable gift to Teachers College.

It’s Convenient. If you are age 70½ you can

meet you mandatory withdrawal requirement 

by making a gift to charity.  Gifts must be made 

directly from your plan administrator and come

from a traditional or Roth IRA – 403b plans 

are excluded and must be made before 

December 31, 2011.  Gifts can be up to a

maximum of $100,000. You don’t 

receive a charitable tax deduction on

the gift, BUT you also do not pay any

tax on the withdrawal. 

It’s Smart . Two ways to be smart

about your legacy.  1) Create a Charitable

Gift Annuity, if you are 59½+, you can

begin to withdraw from your IRA but

with taxes due.  These funds 

can then be used to establish a gift annuity 

with TC, guaranteeing a fixed income for life.  

An added bonus is a sizeable charitable tax 

deduction to offset the taxes due. 2) Or at any

age—make Teachers College the beneficiary of

your IRA— there is no tax liability and your estate

will benefit from a full charitable deduction 

(estate gifts from IRA’s to individuals, are subject

to taxes up to 50% and more). 

It’s Simple.  Just contact your plan administrator

ask ask for a beneficiary form.  Add Teachers 

College’s name and EIN–13-1624202. 

That’s it.  No lawyers fees, no re-writing 

of your will, it is a non-probate asset 

so it will come directly to TC.

C R E A T I N G  Y O U R  L E G A C Y

To learn more contact: 
Louis Lo Ré, Director of Planned Giving 
E-mail lore@tc.edu or call 212-678-3037
Please visit us at: TC.edu/plannedgiving

TC Today_IRA Ad_2011_John Dewey_TC  4/21/11  1:51 PM  Page 3
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ithy graduationy timey upony us,y it’sy ay commonplacey
aty schoolsy aroundy they countryy toy talky abouty legionsy

ofystudentsyheadingyforthytoydoygreatythings.yTCyisynoy
exception—butywithyoneyessentialydifference:yourystudentsydoy
greatythingsywhileythey’reystillyhere.

Inytheyfollowingyspecialysection,yyou’llymeety22ycurrentystudentsy
atyTeachersyCollegeywhoseyworkyoutsideyourywalls—inyteaching,y
research,y artisticy performance,y nutrition,y organizationaly
consulting,yschoolyleadership,yphilanthropyyandyotheryfields—
isyalreadyy improvingypractice,ypolicyyandyhumany lives.yYou’lly
alsoy ready abouty ay fewy ofy they classesy andy programsy thaty bringy
studentsytogetheryforyparticularlyyuniqueyTCyexperiences.
y
Itywouldybeydoingyaydisserviceytoytheythousandsyofyotheryengagedy
andytalentedyTCystudentsytoylabelytheygroupyfeaturedyherey“they
bestyofytheybest.”yButyweythinkyyou’llyagree,yafteryreadingyofytheiry
exploits,ythatytheyyareyindeedyamongythose...y

at Changing the World

MostyLikelyyy
toySucceedy
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WhenyPresidentyObamayvisitedyTechBostony
AcademyythisypastyMarch,yheysingledyouty
foundingyPrincipalyMaryySkipperyforyy

specialypraise.y
Speakingytoyanyaudienceyofyteachers,ystudentsyandy

visitingydignitaries,yObamaycalledytheyAcademy,yayhigh-
achievingyschoolyinyoneyofyBoston’sypoorestyneighborhoods,y
“aymodelyforywhat’syhappeningyallyacrossytheycountry,”yandy
added,y“atytheyhelmyisyMaryySkipper,ywhoyisydoingyunbeliev-
ableywork.yLoveyya,ySkip!”

Itywasyaymomentythatyanyyschoolyleaderywouldyhavey
savored.yButyforySkipper,yaydoctoralystudentyinyTC’syUrbany
EducationyLeadersyProgram,ytheyday’syrealyhighlightycamey
later,ywhenyObamaycitedyTechBostonyasyanyantidoteytoythey
nation’syeducationalyinequities.y“Theymottoyofythisyschoolyis,y
‘Weyriseyandyfallytogether,’”ytheyPresidentysaid.y“Well,ythatyisy
trueyofyAmericayasywell.”

“Thatyreallyymadeymyyday,”ySkipper,yaypetite,yblond-
hairedywomanyofy43,ysaidyafterward.y“It’sygoingytoybeythey
openingylineyofymyydissertation.”yy

“Workingytogether”ymayysoundycornyyorysuperficial,ybuty
inySkipper’syhands,yit’syaysophisticatedyentrepreneurialystrat-
egyythatymayyindeedyrepresentytheybestyhopeyforyimprovingy
theynation’syeducationalysystemyinyanyincreasinglyycash-
strappedyera.yTheybasicyidea:yschoolsytooyoftenyfunctiony
asyisolatedyunitsystrivingyonlyyforytheiryownysuccess.yTheyy
endyupycompetingyagainstyoneyanotheryforyscarceyresourcesy
insteadyofylookingyforywaysytoyshareyin-houseyexpertise—
whichycostsydistrictsymoneyyandypenalizesystudents.yy

Theyantidote,ywhichySkipperyisydetailingyinyherydisserta-
tion,yisyaysystems-focusedyapproachytoyleadershipyinyurbany
schoolydistricts,ycenteringyonypromotingycollaborationsy
betweenyhigh-achievingyschoolsyandyunder-performingyones.yy

“InyEuropeythere’syayrealyframeworkyforyworkingythaty
way,”ysaysySkipper,ywhoyattendedyayconferenceyinyChinayiny
2006ywithy100yotheryprincipalsyfromyaroundytheyworld,yledy
byyDavidyHopkins,yanyarchitectyofytheyUnitedyKingdom’sy
widelyyadmiredysystemsyapproach.y“ButyinytheyU.S.yit’sykindy
ofyayfreshyconcept.”yy

Butynotytotallyyunheardyof.yIny1998,ySkipperyandyaycol-
league,yFeliciayVargas,ybuiltyayspecialyunitywithinytheyBostony
publicyschoolysystemythatywasydedicatedytoyintroducingy
advancedytechnologyycoursesytoyschoolsyacrossytheycity.yy
Calledysimplyy“TechyBoston”—asydistinctyfromy“TechBostony
Academy,”ytheyschool—ityofferedyhighyschoolystudentsy
professional-levelycertificationyinysoftwareyprogramsysuchyasy
MicrosoftyOffice,yAdobeyProductsyandyCiscoyNetworking.y
Onytheymostyimmediateylevel,ythatyenabledyteenagersytoy
commandyofficeywagesyofy$25yperyhouryandyup—butyytheyy
weren’tyjustylearningysecretarialyskills.y

“WeyallythinkyweyknowyMicrosoftyOffice,ybutymostyofy
usyknowyaboutyaytenthyofywhatytheyprogramycanyreallyydo,”y
Skipperysays.y“Professionalycertificationyputsyyouyinyaywholey
differentyleague.”y

StudentsylearnedygraphicyandyWebydesign,ycertifiedy
networkyadministratoryskillsyandycomputeryprogrammingy

yTheymottoyofythisyschoolyis,y
‘Weyallyriseyandyfallytogether.’y
Well,ythatyisytrueyofyAmericayy
asywell. y

~  P R e S I d e n T  B A R A C K  O B A M A

PlayingyItyForwardyy
Mary Skipper believes schools need to work together to succeed. 
She has a fan in the White House

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R



T c  T O D A Y l s p r i n g  2 0 1 1  1 1

code.yTheyyalsoyheardytalksyfromyrepresentativesyofyindustryy
partners—includingyMicrosoft,yCisco,yIntel,yApple,yAdobe,y
LexmarkyandyHewlett-Packard—aboutytheykindsyofyoppor-
tunitiesyaycollegeydegreeyopensyupyinytheirycompanies.y

“Weywereyparticularlyytryingytoyreachykidsyatyriskyfory
droppingyout,”ySkipperysays.y“Theyywereyhighlyyintelligent,y
butytheyydidn’tyseeytheypurposeyofyschool—theyconnectionytoy
theynextything.yWeywereyshowingyitytoythem.”y

Fromyanyinitialycohortyofy20,ytheyunitycreatedybyy
SkipperyandyVargasygrewytoy2,000ystudentsyandy100yteach-
ersyaty10yBostonyhighyschoolsyandy15ymiddleyschools.y
Skipperysaysythatyeveryystudentyinytheyfirstycohortygradu-
atedyfromycollegeyandyisynowyworkingyinyayjobyrelatedytoy
science,ymathyorytechnology.y

Skipperymovedyonyfromythatywork,ycreatingyTechBostony
Academyyiny2002ywithyaygrantyfromytheyBillyandyMelinday
GatesyFoundation.ySheyweatheredyayboutywithybreastycancer,y
andytheycityynearlyyscotchedytheyprojectybecauseyfundingy
wasytight,ybutytoday,ytheyAcademyyisyoneyofyBoston’sytop-
performers,yboastingyaygraduationyrateynearlyy20ypointsy
higherythanytheycitywideyaverage.yyLastyyear,y94ypercentyofy
theysenioryclassyheadedyoffytoycollege—mostyofythemytheyfirsty
inytheiryfamiliesytoydoyso.y

Theysecret?y“Weyhireyqualityyteachersywhoyareycertifiedy
inymultipleyspecialtiesyandyareycommittedytoylifelongylearn-
ing,”ySkipperysays.yAlso,yasyheadyofyaypilotyschool,ySkippery
hasyautonomyyoverycurriculumyandyschedule.yTechnologyy
obviouslyyisyaypieceyofytheypuzzle,ytoo:ytheyschool,ywhichy
equipsyeveryystudentywithyaylaptop,yoffersytheysameykindy
ofysoftwareycertificationyprogramsyasySkipper’sysystem-
wideyinitiative.yItyalsoymaintainsyayconsultingygroupythaty
hiresystudentsyoutytoydoyreal-worldywork,ysuchyasybuildingy
Websitesyforylocalybusinesses,yandyay“jobyshadow”yprogramy
thatyenablesythemytoyseeywhatyanyengineerydoes,yoryaybio-
medicalytechnician,yoryaycomputeryscientist.

Skipperyseesythatykindyofycollaboration—withyexternaly
partners—asyanotherycriticallyyimportantystrategyyforycreat-
ingysystem-wideysuccess.y

“Ifyschoolsycanyofferycorporateypartnersysomethingyiny
return,ythoseycompaniesyareygoingytoyputydownylocalyroots,”y
sheysays.y“Itystartsywithygivingythemyinsightyintoywhyythey’rey
notygettingyemployeesywhoycanydoytheythingsytheyyneed,y
butyityextendsytoyconvincingythemythatyasyaydistrictyoryaycity,y
you’reycommittedytoyeducationyandytechnologyyandytheykindy
ofyworkytheyydo.yThat’sywhyyGoogleyisycommittingyresourc-
esytoyKansasyCityyrightynow,yandyit’sywhatyweydidywithythey
companiesyweyworkedywithyinyBoston.”

Ultimately,ySkipperyhopesytoyemployyaysystems-basedy
approachyfromytheyvantageypointyofybeingyaysuperintendenty
herself—notyinyaybigycity,ybutyperhapsyinyaydistrictyofyabouty
50,000ystudents,ywhereysheycanystayyfocusedyonyinstructionaly
issuesyratherythanypolitics.yHeryadvisoryatyTC,yCarolynyRiehl,y
believesysheyisypreciselyytheykindyofypersonytoytakeyonythatyrole.

“Maryyisysoybrightyandyquick,yandyshe’syalreadyygotysuchy
greatyexperienceyunderyherybelt,”yRiehlysays.y“It’sytypicalyofy
herytoyfocusyonyanyapproachyinywhichytheyadvantagedyhelpy
theylessyadvantaged.yThat’sywhoysheyisyinyeverythingyshey
does.yIt’syayrealychallengeyforyayuniversityytoyaddyvalueyfory
studentsylikeythat.”

BackyinyMarch,yPresidentyObamayseemedytoyagree.y
“Ityusedytoybeythatyweyweren’tysureywhatyworkedytoyhelpy

strugglingystudents,”yheytoldyhisyaudienceyatyTechBoston.y
Butynow,yheysaid,ythere’syaygrowingyconsensusythaty“what’sy
neededyisyhigherystandardsyandyhigheryexpectations;ymorey
timeyinytheyclassroomyandygreateryfocusyonysubjectsylikey
mathyandyscience”yandy“outstandingyteachersyandyleadersy
likeySkip.yAndyallyofythoseyingredientsyareypresentyhereyaty
TechBoston.”

Foryherypart,ySkipperyhasybeenymullingyoveryoneyofythey
particularlyygoodyripplesyfromytheyPresident’syvisit.

“Aylotyofyourymiddleyschoolykidsywhoymetyhimyandyshooky
hisyhandypassedyonytheyhandshakeytoytheiryfriends—andythey,y
inyturn,ypassedyityonytoyotherykids,”ysheysays.y“Itywentyonyfory
weeks.yAndythat’syexactlyywhatyschoolsyneedytoydoywithytheiry
knowledgeybase—they’veygotytoypassyityonytoyotheryschools.”yy

— Joe Levine

V I P  G u e S T S   obama and Melinda Gates (right) check out a 
TechBoston classroom while Skipper looks on.
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M ost graduate students consider themselves lucky 
simply to discover the right research topic and find 
a good advisor. Co-authoring books with the most 

qualified person in the country—and possibly the world—
tends to be off the radar, yet that’s precisely the scenario 
that has unfolded for Kate Tarrant.  

In 2003, Tarrant, then a master’s degree student at Columbia 
University’s School of International and Public Affairs, was 
researching early care and education for very young chil-
dren. Aware that brain research had shown the importance 
of a rich environment for children’s early development, she 
was dismayed to find a disconnected hodgepodge of pro-
grams that varied substantially in quality, depending on the 
population they served.

“The lack of investments and infrastructure to support young 
children was particularly disturbing, given their potential to 
have such a tremendous impact on development,” she says.

Tarrant found her way to Sharon lynn Kagan, TC’s virginia 
and leonard Marx Professor of Early Childhood Policy, who 
has spent the past three decades leading the charge for 
creation of a coordinated national early childhood educa-
tion system. Kagan, who co-directs TC’s National Center for 
Children and Families (NCCF) has advised more than 40 of 

the world’s poorest nations on developing early childhood 
learning standards. Tarrant finished her work at Columbia, 
signed on as a graduate research fellow at NCCF, and dove 
into early childhood policy work.

Together with Kagan and another student at the time, 
Kristie Kauerz, Tarrant co-authored The Early Care and 
Education Teaching Workforce at the Fulcrum: An Agenda 
for Reform (Teachers College Press, 2008), which calls for 
increased compensation and benefits for early childhood 
teachers, as well as improved preparation and creden-
tialing. Tarrant and Kagan then co-edited Transitions for 
Young Children: Creating Connections Across Early Childhood 
Systems, an international guide to efforts to help children 
transition from one child care or learning setting to another. 

After completing her dissertation, which examines the 
impact of early childhood policy on program quality in 
Colorado, Tarrant hopes to use research to help make real-
world policy that directly supports young children.

“My personal mission,” she says, “is to ensure that young 
children, regardless of socioeconomic status, are exposed 
to safe environments, responsive caregivers and stimulating 
experiences that will give them a great shot in life.”

— Patricia Lamiell

Publishing early on early Childhood education  
While still a doctoral student, KaTe TarraNT has published two books  

on early childhood education. Her co-author is no slouch, either

T H E  A R C H I T E C T
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n athan Alexander has always been good at math. 
Attracted by its rigor and clarity, he majored in 
the subject at the University of North Carolina-

Chapel Hill, and as a trained dancer and choreographer 
he once wrote a paper relating dance motion to the theory  
of fractals.

Alexander’s decision to become a math teacher stems partly 
from a desire to share his enthusiasm for numbers—but he 
has another, more pressing reason, as well.  

“I’ve always been one of just two or three black students in 
mathematics, and by the time I was a college math major, 
there was no one else,” he says. “That’s something I want 
to change.” 

As a doctoral student at TC, working closely with his mentor, 
faculty member Erica Walker, Alexander is studying the role 
of peer networks in the way urban males—particularly black 
and latino—learn mathematics. 

By first spending a semester teaching math to the youth in 
his research project and getting to know them personally, 
Alexander has been able to capture the student interaction 
around mathematics—hallway chat, last-minute homework 
help, even text messages—that standard surveys might miss.

In the process he has formed some impressions that run 
counter to conventional wisdom.

“A lot of the buzz around urban schools is that teachers 
aren’t connecting with their students, particularly black and 
latino males,” Alexander says. “But these males have really 
positive attitudes about their teachers. They identified 
them as huge markers of, ‘I can be successful if I do well.’”

Alexander hopes his research will generate practical tools 
that enable teachers to capitalize on this good will and help 

students learn mathematics in ways that fit their natural 
social interactions. 

Alexander also applies his interest in learning networks to 
his own peers at TC. As vice President of Academic Affairs 
of TC’s Black Students Network, he runs a speaker series 
and an annual conference, seeking to create a space on a 
daily basis where not just African-American but all minority 
students feel welcome.

In practice, this involves saying hello a lot—to everyone. 
“I looked crazy my first two years here,” Alexander says. 
“But I do it now regardless: if I see someone I say hello. 
Especially here. Because we have different research inter-
ests, but we are here because there is an issue we all want 
to fix. The connections we make today will have an impact 
on the future.”

— Siddhartha Mitter

Boosting the numbers
NaThaN alexaNDer wants to ensure that other minority students pursue studies in math
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two or three black students in 
mathematics. That’s something  
I want to change.
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VictoryLinyhasyrecorded,yperformedyhisyownycom-
positionsyandydrawnyhighypraiseyfromytheyjazzy
supernovayKennyyBarron.yYetyhisymusicianshipy

hasybeenyequallyygalvanizedybyyhisystudentsyatytheyStanfordy
JazzyWorkshop,ytheyMarkyO’ConnoryFiddleyCampyandy
Columbia'syLouisyArmstrongyJazzyPerformanceyProgram—
includingyoneywhoyinspiredyLin’syTCydissertation.y

y“Heyaskedyme,y‘WhatydoyIypractice?’”yrecallsyLin,yany
accomplishedyviolinist,ybassistyandyjazzypianistywhoyisy
graduatingythisyspringyfromytheyCollege’syMusicyandyMusicy
Educationyprogram.yWithoutyquiteyarticulatingyit,yLinyhady
ponderedythatyissueyhisyentireymusicalylife.yy“Iysaid,y‘Well,y
thereyareystandardysetyofythingsyeveryoneydoes,ybutyjusty
becauseyIydidythingsyaycertainyway,ydoesn’tymeanyit’symosty
effectiveyforyyou.’yAndythenyIystartedytoywonder,yhowydidy
allytheylegendsypractice?yWhatydidytheyydo?”yAndyaboveyall:y
howytoymakeyimprovementyaylessy“blindyandyself-propelled”y
processyforyhisystudentsythanyityhadybeenyforyhim?yyyy

Linywasymadeytoyplayyclassicalypianoyandyviolinybyyhisy
parentsyatyanyearlyyage.yHeywasyblessedywithyanyabilityytoy
recreateywhatyheyheard,yaygiftyheyusedymainlyytoyimpressyhisy
friendsybyyplayingythemesyfromyvideoygamesyandytheylatesty
popysongs.yyHeyjoinedyhisyhighyschoolyjazzybandy“becauseyity
wasycool”—butyresolvedytoytakeymusicyseriouslyyonlyyafteryay
friendylaughedyatyhisyfirstyattemptytoysolo.yyy

“Iystartedylisteningytoytheymusicythatyweywereyplayingyandy
stealingyeverything,”yheyrecalls.y“Itywasn’tyuntilytheyfourthytimey
I’dyplayedytheysameysoloythatyIyrealizedyIyshouldychangeyit.yIyhady
stumbledyontoytheywayyyou’reyreallyysupposedytoylearnymusic.yy

“Aylotyofymyyearlyyexperiencesywereylikeythat,”yheysays.y
“Youyhaveythisychipyonyyouryshoulderyandyyouythink,y‘I’my

yWhatyifyweytaughtykidsyfromy
theyget-goythatyexcellingyonyay
bunchyofydifferentyinstrumentsy
wasytheymostyordinaryything?y

PracticeyMakesyPersonal
Helping his students improve has made Victor Lin a better musician and human being

h O u S e  P I A n I S T   lin has performed at the farewell for 
President Arthur levine, the inauguration dinner for President 
Susan Fuhrman, and other TC events.

goingytoyshowythem.’yThenysomethingyelseyknocksyyouy
down,yandyyouyhaveytoymatchythat,ytoo.”yyy

ThatywasytheysequenceywhenyheywentytoytheyUniversityy
ofyWashingtonyatyagey17yafteryStanfordyhadyturnedyhimy
down.yUnsureywhetheryheywantedytoybeyaydoctor,yaylawyery
oryayprofessionalymusician,yheyspentyhisyfirstyyearytakingy
math,yphysicsyandymusicytheory.yyyy

“I’myatyayhugeyuniversity,yfeelingyoverwhelmedyandytak-
ingyclassesythatyIyhate,yandymyybubbleygetsyburst,”yheyrecalls.yy
“ItywasyhumblingytoydiscoverythatyIywasytheyworstyjazzypia-
nistythere.yIywasysoybadyIydidn’tyevenygetyintoyaygroup.yIybare-
lyyqualifiedyforylessons.yItywasytheyultimateyrealityycheck.”y

LinybecameyayChristianyandyspentytheysummeryaftery
freshmanyyearyworkingyatyaySalvationyArmyyCamp,ywherey
heydiscoveredymusicycouldyreallyyhelpyhimyreachypeople.y
“Kidsythereydon’tycareyaboutyyourytraining,”yheysays.y“Buty
theyycanysenseyifyyouycareyaboutythem.”y

Linyfocusedyharderyonymusic,yandywhenyheydiscoveredy
Barron’syalbumyPeople Time,ywithysaxophonistyStanyGetz,y
heyknewyheydidn’tywantytoybeyaydoctoryoryaylawyer.yAftery
graduating,yheymovedyeastytoystudyywithyBarronyatyRutgers.y

HeytookylessonsywithyBarronyonceyayweekyforythreey
years,yayprocessyheyfoundyfascinatingyandyfrustrating.y“He’dy
haveyaypiano,yI’dyhaveyaypiano,yandywe’dykindyofygoyatyity
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backyandyforth.yIydidn’tylikeythatyforyaywhile.yIywantedyhimy
toytellymeywhatytoydo.yHeyhadyonlyytwoypiecesyofyadvice—
‘Youyjustyneedytoygoyandyplay’yandy‘You’reyready.’yWe’dyplayy
forythirtyyminutes,yandyhe’dysayyoneything,yandywe’dyplayy
anotherytwentyyminutes,yandyIywasyoutytheydoor.”yy

Inyretrospect,yLinysays,yBarronywasyright:yheyneededytoy
playytoydiscoveryhowytoygetybetter.yAfteryRutgers,yheyspenty
ayyearyteachingylessonsyandydoingygigsyinyhotelsyandybars.yIny
2000,yfilledywithynewyideas,yheycameytoyTC.yyy

Sinceythen,yhe’syfollowedytwoydistinctybutyrelatedypaths.y
Linytheyperformeryandycomposerymetyjazzyimpresarioy

CobiyNarita,ygotygigs,yassembledyaytrioyandyrecordedyany
album,yLive at Cobi’s Place,yatyNarita’syManhattanyvenue.yy

LinytheyteacheryjoinedytheyfacultyyofyTheyCalhouny
School,yayprogressiveyprivateyschoolyonyManhattan’syUppery
WestySide,yiny2002.yHisygoal:ytoycreateyaydynamicyenviron-
mentyforystudentsyofyallylevelsytoylearnyhowytoyplayyjazz.y

“Whatyifyweytaughtykidsyfromytheyget-goythatyexcellingy
onyaybunchyofydifferentyinstrumentsywasytheymostyordinaryy
thing,yandyyouywereyexpectedytoydoyit?”yLinysays.y“I’mycon-
ductingythatyexperimentyhereyatyCalhoun.”yyy

Linytaughtyhimselfytoyplayybassyafterydiscoveringyhey
couldysupportystudentsylessyintrusivelyyonythatyinstrumenty
thanyonypiano.yHisyteachingyhasypaidydividendsyforyhisy
composing,ytoo:yperhapsytheymostycompellingytrackyonyLive 
at Cobi’s Placeygrewyoutyofytheychildren’sysongsyLinytaughty
toythirdygradersyatyCalhoun.yHeytookyseveralyofytheysongs,y
changedytheirykey,ystretchedythemyoutyandyturnedythemy
fromyhappyydittiesyintoyaysoftlyyunfoldingyjazzyballad,yaptlyy
titledy“Wonderment.”yyy

Ayfewyyearsyago,ywhenyLinystartedyhelpingywithy
ensembleyauditionsyinywhatyisynowytheyLouisyArmstrongy
JazzyPerformanceyProgramyatyColumbia,yheywondered,y
“Whyyareyweyturningypeopleyaway?yIsn’tytheyideaytoyhelpy
peopleyimprove?”y

Duringythatyfirstysemester,yLinyandyfellowyTCymusicy
studentyJoshyRenickytaughtywhatytheyycalledytheyTCyJazzy
Workshopyfory12yColumbiaystudentsyrejectedyfromytheypro-
gram.yForytheystudentsyitywasyaychanceytoygetybetter.yForyLiny
andyRenick,yitywasyaylaboratoryyforyteachingyideas.yy

Theyfollowingysemester,yColumbiayacceptedythreeyofy
thoseystudents.yThenytheyprogramystoppedyrejectingyappli-
cantsyandyhiredyLinytoyteachytwoybeginneryjazzycombos.yy

Forysomeymusicians,ysuchyayheavyyinvestmentyinyteach-
ingymightyhaveydiminishedytheiryownymusicianship.yFory
Lin,ytheyresultyhasybeenyjustytheyopposite.
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“ToyhearyVictoryplayynow,yyouywouldyneverybelieveythaty
heystruggledyasyaymusician,”ysaysySaraySnyder,yanyethnomu-
sicologyydoctoralystudentyandyformeryjazzyprogramyassistanty
atyColumbia.y“Butyheyreallyydid.yHeyhasyfoughtyhisywayytoy
beingyoneyofytheybestymusiciansyaround.ySoyheyempathizesy
withystudents,yandyheyneverygivesyupyhope.”yyy

KennyyBarronyoffersyaysimilaryassessment:y“VictoryLiny
wasyandyisyayveryytalented,ycreative,ydisciplinedyandyabovey
allyenthusiasticyyoungymusician.yHeyhasyaywonderfulywayyofy
interactingywithyyoungystudentsythatygetsythemytoyopenyup.”y

Withytheyguidanceyofyhisyadvisor,yTCymusicyfacultyy
memberyRandallyAllsup,yLinyisyfinishingyhisydissertationy
thisyspring.yHisytopic:ytheylearningyexperiencesyofyfoury
jazzypianoygreats—Barron,yJoeyGilman,yMulgrewyMillery
andyTayloryEigsti—andyaynewcomer,yColumbiaystudenty
MichaelyHardin.y

“It’synotyreallyyayquestionyofywhatydoyyouypractice.yIt’sy
moreylikeywhyydoyyouypractice?”yheysays,y“Whoyareyyouy
practicingywith?yWhenyareyyouypracticing?yHowyareyyouy
practicing?yIt’sythisyideayofyaydynamicyenvironment.yBecausey
musicyisynotylearnedyinyayvacuum.yyItyhasytoybeypartyofythey
socialyfabricyofyyouryeverydayylife.yIt’synotymeantytoybeyany
isolatingyexperience.yItycan’tybe.”y

— Jonanthan Sapers



1 6  T c  T O D A Y l s p r i n g  2 0 1 1 P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R

A rtesius Miller’s great-grandmother ran a school in 
rural Mississippi, and six of her 12 children became 
educators. Miller’s grandmother was a teacher and 

so is his uncle.

“So it’s almost genetic for me to go into education,” he 
says, grinning. “It was just a matter of when and how.”

Those questions got answered at TC in 2009 after a fac-
ulty member in education leadership, Kenya Mosby, heard 
Miller talk about why: his gratitude to his family, his desire 
to give back.     

So, Mosby suggested, why not start a school of his own, back 
home in Atlanta?

Two years later, Miller—who has since shuttled between New 
York and Georgia—expects to soon receive authorization to 

open a new charter school in Georgia’s Clayton County, one 
of the nation’s poorest and most dysfunctional districts. 
The new school—which he will call Utopian Academy for the 
Arts—will serve primarily African-American and latino boys 
in grades five through eight, offering smaller-sized classes, 
mentoring and courses in the visual and performing arts. 

“I studied theater in high school, and it gave me a means 
of expressing myself I didn’t know was possible,” explains 
Miller, a Screen Actors Guild member who is currently 
auditioning for a movie being made by the comedian Steve 
Harvey. “It also gave me something special to look forward 
to, so I’d be thinking, ‘Man, I can’t wait to go to drama.’”

Why a charter? Miller is a firm believer in traditional public 
education, but he also believes that people in poor districts 
need alternatives now. “They’re tired of failing schools, and 
charters are seen as places of hope,” he says. “The movie 
Waiting for Superman really expresses that.”

Miller says a TC course titled “Designing Charter Schools,” 
taught by the law and education scholar Paul o’Neill (recent 
recipient of TC’s alumni early career award), has proven 
particularly helpful—not least because o’Neill introduced 
him to Georgia’s former deputy superintendent of schools.

“That’s what makes TC so unique,” Miller says. “Whatever field 
you’re in, the people and the resources open so many doors.”

Unlike many charter founders, Miller, who is just 24, won’t 
serve as his school’s principal.  

“I don’t have the experience. I’ll work in the school in some 
capacity while I earn my doctorate. Eventually I want to help 
improve education at the county level and maybe citywide.”  
He smiles. “It’s my way of honoring my family.” 

— Joe Levine

Family Business
arTesiUs Miller is starting a charter school in Atlanta.  

His great-grandmother would approve
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my way of honoring my family.



n ancy ojeda Mata remembers leaving her grandpar-
ents’ home in Michoacán state, Mexico, at age six, 
consumed with the fear she would never return.

She remembers trips with her parents from their home in 
Corcoran, California, to the immigration office in Fresno, to 
check on her residency application. “You’d wake up really 
early, like two a.m., just to form a line and wait for people 
to treat you badly,” she says.

And she remembers being one of the few Mexican-American 
honors students in a school and town that were majority 
latino. “I didn’t think that was right,” she says. “It didn’t 
make any sense to me.”

For years Mata kept those memories in separate compart-
ments as she made her way first to Stanford, where she 
majored in German after a year’s study abroad in Berlin; and 
then to TC, where she is completing her M.A. in International 
Educational Development, with a focus on latino and latin 
American education.

It was during the year after she finished college, Mata 
says, when staying with her farm-worker parents back in 
Corcoran—a parched place in the Central valley best known 
for its two prisons—that her ambitions to educate and advo-
cate came together.

“So many people I grew up with were talented and worked 
very hard, and they’re not here where I am today,” she 
says. Some were not so fortunate, as she was, to finally get 
residency papers and qualify for financial aid. others were 
tracked into ESl classes that simply did not prepare them 
for college.

During that same year, 2009, support was revving up for the 
DREAM Act, which would have given U.S. residency status to 

undocumented immigrants who completed minimum stints 
in higher education or military service. But there was no 
such fervor in Corcoran, nor even Fresno, Mata observed—
despite the local demographics. “There was nothing going 
on in terms of anyone mobilizing or organizing,” she says.

Angered and saddened, Mata since has publicly shared 
her story as a former undocumented student. Her master’s 
thesis compares the experience of two students in private 
colleges, one still undocumented and one who gained resi-
dency. And though the DREAM Act, and immigration reform 
in general, has stalled in Congress, she is working with the 
New York State Youth leadership Council to push for a 
state-level DREAM Act.

The next stop for Mata may be a Ph.D. program, but she says 
she will always be an advocate.

“It’s a very big responsibility,” she says. “At first I felt 
responsibility toward my parents, because I knew the sacri-
fices they were making. later I realized that more than just 
doing this for my family and community, I also needed to do 
this for myself.”

— Siddhartha Mitter

dreams from her Parents
NaNcY MaTa, a former undocumented immigrant,  

has found a balance between being an educator and an advocate
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ySo many people I grew up with 
were talented and worked very 
hard, and they’re not here where 
I am today.
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A dam Kelley’s classroom at the Brooklyn High School 
for leadership and Community Service is a Safe 
Zone, where name-calling is never allowed. “New 

students push to understand the boundaries, so most of the 
time we need to have that conversation again about com-
munity and about respect,” says Kelley.  

Kelley knows just how damaging slurs can be.  As a Peace 
Corps volunteer teaching kindergartners in a village in 
Uganda, he was outed by a woman who was attempting to 
blackmail him. The punishment for male homosexuality 
under Ugandan tribal law is severe, and Kelley had to flee, 
returning to the States.

Someone differently constituted might have rethought his 
career path at that point, but Kelley, though shaken, 
became even more committed to multiculturalism and com-
munity building. 

He threw himself into summer intensive training with the 
Teachers College Peace Corps Fellows, a program that 
recruits returning Peace Corps volunteers to teach in high-
need New York Public Schools. The Peace Corps Fellows has 
trained more than 700 returning Peace Corps volunteers 
since its inception in 1985, teachers who are consistently 
rated better than other first-year teachers.   

In what turned out to be a pivotal teaching moment, Kelley 
eventually told his Brooklyn students the circumstances of 
his departure from Uganda.  “Sometimes the students who’ve 
been in my class before educate the new students, and they 

will stick up for me. They have the conversation about what 
the slur means, and they educate the new students.”

His students also identify with his experience because “they 
don’t want to be saved. They want a second chance, and 
they see that me teaching at the school and interacting 
with them was my second chance. Sharing vulnerability with 
students who feel guarded in the school atmosphere allows 
them to focus on their learning because they’re not ques-
tioning the personal relationships they have with each other 
and with the teacher.”

As far as Kelley is concerned, teaching is all about forming 
bonds, and even looking back on his final moments in his 
Ugandan village, he stresses that two of his friends brought 
their families to see him off.  “They defied their culture to 
come and say goodbye. That took courage.”  

As he should know.

— Emily Rosenbaum

When names Can hurt You 
aDaM KelleY understands how dangerous slurs can be— 

and he’s shared that lesson with his students

T H E  P R o T E C T o R
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AtyayHarlemycharteryelementaryyschool,y
studentsymustykeepysilentyduringy
recessyandylunch.yTestyprepyconsumesy
theyday,yandychildrenyburstyintoytearsy
whenytheyymakeyevenyoneymistake.yAy
newyteacher,ytaughtytoybelieveythatythey
schoolyisyayfamilyy
whoseymembersy
shouldyspeakyup,y
voicesyhisyconcern.y
He’sytoldyheyisynotyay
teamyplayer,yandyhey
isyfired.

Atyanothery
school,yaychildyisy
consistentlyytardy,y
behavioryheryteach-
eryattributesytoytheymother’sydisregardy
foryeducation.yAystudentyteacherytalksy
toytheymotheryandylearnsyofyherydailyy
juggleygettingytwoychildrenytoyschooly
andydayycare.yTheydayycareycenteryisy
acrossytown,yandyschoolydoesynotyopeny
beforeytheymotheryneedsytoyleaveytoy
deliveryherytoddler.yTheymotheryhasy
noychoiceybutytoytakeybothychildreny
toytheycenteryandythenybacktrackytoy

theyschool—late.yTheystudentyteachery
arrangesytoypickyupytheyolderydaughtery
onyherywayytoyschool.

Theyteachingyprofessionytodayyisy
aydramaticallyyalteredylandscapeythaty
posesydauntingychallenges,ywhichy

include:ycomplexyeducationalypolicies;y
theyincreasingydiversityyofyallystudents;y
ayworldyreshapedybyyglobalization;y
andytheyimperativeytoyensureythatyally
studentsysucceed.yClearlyyweyneedyaca-
demicallyystrongyteachersywhoypossessy
contentyknowledge,yareyreadyytoyfocusy
onylearningyandystudentyachievement,y
andyareypreparedytoymeetytheyneedsyofy
allylearners,yincludingymanyywithymul-

tipleyvulnerabilities.yTheseyqualitiesy
areygivensyatyTeachersyCollege,ywhichy
consistentlyyattractsytopycandidatesy
bothyinytermsyofyacademicyrankingsy
andyprofessionalyaccomplishments.yIty
isyayprivilegeytoyteachysuchypassionate,y

focused,ycreative,ygoal-
orientedyindividuals.y
But,yasytheyvignettesy
Iyhaveyofferedyreveal,y
teachingytodayyalsoy
demandsythatyweyspeaky
outyagainstypracticesy
thatyareyharmfulytoychil-
drenyandyhinderylearn-
ing.yWeyallyneedytoystepy
up,ytakeyresponsibilityy

andymakeyethicalychoicesyforystu-
dentsyandytheiryfamilies.yCourageyandy
Advocacyyareytheyextrayqualitiesywey
lookyforyatyTC;ytheyyareywhatyseparatey
theyteachersywhoymerelyyknowyandydoy
fromyouryteachers,ywhoyknowyandydoy
theyrightything.

A. Lin Goodwin (ed.d., ’87) is Associate dean for 

Teacher education, and Professor of education 

Courage, Advocacy  
and Being a TC Teacher
by A. Lin Goodwin

CourageyandyAdvocacyy
areywhatyseparateythey
teachersywhoymerelyy

knowyandydoyfromyoury
teachers,ywhoyknowy

andydoytheyrightything.
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O n the eve of the launch event for Edible Schoolyard 
NYC, Christiane Baker, the organization’s director, 
was alone in the kitchen of P.S. 216 in Gravesend, 

Brooklyn, washing more than 1,000 organic apples.

It was par for the course for a woman—and an organization—
whose mission is to teach that food isn’t just a commodity 
that appears on our plates.

Under Baker, a part-time student in TC’s Nutrition Education 
master’s degree program, Edible Schoolyard NYC, a teaching 
garden located at P.S. 216 (the Arturo Toscanini Elementary 
School), is partnering with the College on a kitchen and gar-
den-themed curricula that will enable children to enhance 
their learning in areas such as math, reading and art.

“Instead of the old slogan, ‘Reading, Writing and 
Arithmetic,’ we want to change it to, ‘Eating, Reading, 
Writing, Arithmetic,’” says Baker.

Edible Schoolyard was founded in Berkeley, California, 
by famed Chez Panisse chef and organic food activist 
Alice Waters. There are now affiliates in los Angeles, New 
orleans and Greensboro, North Carolina, but New York City’s 
chapter—a half-acre of land that was transformed into 
crop-ready soil this past fall—is the organization’s first 
four-season garden.

At Arturo Toscanini, students are growing more than 50 
kinds of vegetables and a variety of grains and will soon 
be learning to prepare food they’ve grown in the school’s 
new kitchen classroom. During the week of Thanksgiving, 
the students harvested food from the garden, which then 
became part of their school lunch. Food scraps were com-
posted in the garden.

“The kids get to witness and participate in the magic,” says 
Baker. “They participate in the whole cycle of food.” 

Baker’s passion for food dates back to high school, when 
her mother declared she was finished cooking for the fam-
ily. “I realized that if I wanted to eat—and eat well—I had to 
cook,” Baker recalls. 

After Baker attended college at Barnard, where she majored 
in political science, she established a successful career in 
communications, becoming Director of New York Governor 
Mario M. Cuomo’s News Unit. But her interest in food and 
health remained strong. She also served as a marketing and 
outreach consultant at the Harris obesity Prevention Effort 
Center at New York University, where she learned about the 
behavioral aspects of obesity, as well as prevention strate-
gies. later, after founding her own media company, she 
developed a national television show for preschoolers on 
PBS, called Franny’s Kitchen, which was designed to teach 
children where food came from. The show’s messages were 
much like Edible Schoolyard’s, which is no surprise, consid-
ering that Waters served as a consultant.

But Baker’s real “lightbulb” moment as a food activist came 
10 years ago, after she and her husband started Schneider 
vineyards, on long Island’s North Fork. Almost immediately, 
chemical salesmen began knocking on their door—and after 
getting trained in the chemical application of pesticides, Baker 
ended up vowing to eat organic, a value that became all the 
more important with the birth of her daughter, Chloe, in 2002.

“I learned first-hand how hard it is to feed a child well with 
our current food system and culture,” she says.

Baker started to think about how she might be able to make 
a difference in the areas of food policy, food systems and 
childhood obesity. She applied to the master’s program at 
TC to position herself for the next phase of her career. She 
says, “When I started the program, I thought, working for 
Edible Schoolyard would be my dream job—and then in April, 
it happened.”

The community aspect of the garden has been particularly 
positive, Baker says, bringing together students, teachers, 
parents and other people from the neighborhood, including 
a man who graduated from P.S. 216 in 1927. Families from 
Italy, Ukraine and Yemen have offered both recipes and crop 
suggestions, based on their cultural heritage.

Giving Peas a Chance
chrisTiaNe BaKer got interested in food when her mom stopped cooking.  

Now she’s a leader in garden-based nutrition education for kids
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“Not only are families reconnecting over food, but parents are 
eager for cooking classes and nutritional advice,” says Baker.

Baker is working to open four more Edible Schoolyards—one 
in each borough—to showcase how an “edible education” 
can truly be integrated into the fabric of the city’s public 
schools. In addition to bringing an interdisciplinary garden 
and kitchen classroom to each of these schools, the new 
Schoolyards also will serve as resource centers for teachers, 
principals and school groups throughout their respective 
boroughs to experience and learn firsthand the benefits 
of an edible education. Ultimately, Baker wants every New 
York City public school student to have access to an edible 
education. In an effort to fulfill this mandate, Baker and 
her colleagues at Teachers College are partnering to collect 
data on the effectiveness of the program.

“We’d love to measure whether or not this program had 
an impact on the servings of vegetables that children eat, 
as well as, ‘Did this help standardized test scores?’” says 
Pamela Koch, Executive Director of TC’s Center for Food 
& Environment, whose linking Food and the Environment 
(liFE) program is a basis for the new curriculum being devel-
oped by Edible Schoolyard NYC and TC.

When she’s not at P.S. 216, Baker can be found cooking  
at home with Chloe in the kitchen they’ve dubbed the  
“C&C Cookshop.” 

Now eight, Chloe has developed two specialties: omelets 
and Caesar salads. Says Baker, “I really believe kids can do 
a lot in the kitchen if simply given the chance.”

— Suzanne Guillette
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T C’s Community English Program is a venue where 
teaching, research and community service converge—
and that’s why Phil Choong, the program’s coordina-

tor, loves his job. 

The Center provides courses in English to area residents who 
are non-native speakers. TC students in TESol (the teach-
ing of English to speakers of other languages) and Applied 
linguistics teach in the center’s on-site language education 
lab, using the courses as a site of theoretical inquiry. While 
TESol students are the largest group served, Choong also 
coordinates courses for foreign languages, such as Chinese, 
French and Arabic. “I’m in the middle of everything,” he says 
with a smile. 

A former law student, Choong began his journey to TC during 
a break from his legal studies, when he began tutoring to 
earn some extra cash and discovered he really enjoyed it. 
He soon earned his TESol certificate at Columbia University 
and went to Taiwan, where his parents now live and where 
he had spent the first two years of his life, to teach English 
to students ranging from four-year-olds to adults. Despite 
putting in 30-plus hours a week in the classroom, Choong 
says, “It was the first time I was enjoying what I was doing 
all of the time.” 

In 2002 he enrolled in TC’s TESol M.A. program. He earned 
his master’s in 2005 and then his Ed.M. His current doctoral 
work focuses on task-based teaching and learning (TBlT), 
which requires the student to use the second language 
to solve everyday problems and tasks. Choong is particu-
larly interested in the relationship between cognition, task 
completion and task performance—and how the tasks them-
selves can influence language learning.

last year, he finished a pilot study at TC in which Japanese 
students looked at images of Mr. Bean, from the popular 
British television show and, in English, told a story of what 
they saw in the pictures.  

This past fall, Choong was one of four TC doctoral stu-
dents to organize, under the guidance of ZhaoHong Han, 
TC Associate Professor of language and Education, the 
first-ever TC Roundtable in Second language Studies on the 
Second language Acquisition of Chinese. True to Choong’s 
interests, the event was the first major gathering on the 
topic of second language acquisition of Chinese. Task-
based teaching and learning was a major focus. 

“TBlT has clear practical implications for the classroom,” 
says Choong. “It all comes back to the classroom.” 

— Suzanne Guillette

Bridging Language Theory and Practice
phil chooNg is in the middle of all things second language at TC
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Giving Back Through Teaching
sYlwia wDowiaK knows a bit about struggling as a student.  

That’s why she joined TC’s new teaching residency program

A s an immigrant from Poland, Sylwia Wdowiak (M.A., 
’02) labored with literacy in elementary school,  
juggling French, Polish and English while adjusting to 

cosmopolitan Montreal.  

Support from educators and family friends touched her deeply 
and inspired her to devote her career to helping other people. 

“My experiences as an immigrant made me sensitive to the 
struggles of others,” says Wdowiak, 32. “Since I was seven, I 
was determined to help others when I grew up.”

Wdowiak received her master’s degree in psychology and 
education from TC in 2002. She counseled children in foster 
care and worked for nearly seven years in a therapeutic 
community at Bellevue Hospital with adults with severe 
mental illness and substance abuse issues.

As a senior rehabilitation counselor, she liked helping 
patients make life-altering decisions.  But climbing the 
career ladder meant less time with clients—so Wdowiak 
switched careers, enrolling in Teaching Residents at 
Teachers College (TR@TC), a 14-month program that places 
TC students in classrooms with experienced teachers at 
high-need New York City schools. The program seeks career 
changers who understand the circumstances of the popula-
tions they will serve.

As member of TR@TC’s first cohort, Wdowiak is specializing 
in secondary inclusive education, which provides prepara-
tion in teaching students with learning disabilities. (other 
TR@TC tracks include teaching English to speakers of other 
languages, and teaching students with intellectual dis-
abilities/autism.) Changing careers can be a luxury, but 
Wdowiak, like all TR@TC students, receives a $22,500 sti-
pend and partial tuition coverage. In exchange, she will 
teach for at least three years in a high-need New York City 
school post-certification. 

This spring, Wdowiak is working four days a week at 
Brooklyn’s School for International Studies, which serves 
grades six to 12. There, she teaches eighth graders English 
language Arts and science in a self-contained special-
education classroom.  Each Friday, she and the other TR@TC 
students discuss their classroom experiences, ranging from 
the practicalities of classroom management to the more 
elusive components of student achievement. 

Wdowiak draws on skills she developed as a rehabilitation 
counselor. She’s sensitive to group dynamics, knows her role 
in a structure for following rules and can handle students 
who may become provocative. 

“You have to remain cool,” she says. “My reaction shouldn’t 
be to yell, but to proactively redirect them. I also need to 
keep in mind what else may be going on in that child’s life.”

As she knows, the answer to that question—in any lan-
guage—can make a world of difference. 

— David McKay Wilson
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yMy experience as an 
immigrant made me sensitive to 
the struggles of others.



2 4  T c  T O D A Y l s p r i n g  2 0 1 1

If,yasymanyypeopleybelieve,ytheyfutureyofyeducationyisy
public-privateypartnerships,ytheyworldyisygoingytoyneedy
moreypeopleylikeyLisayPhilp.

Witnessytheycritical,ybehind-the-scenesyroleyPhilpy
playedylastysummeryinyensuringytheysuccessyofyi3,ytheyU.S.y
DepartmentyofyEducation’syInvestingyinyInnovationyFund.

Underytheyprogram,ynearlyy1,700yeducationynonprofitsy
fromyaroundytheycountryysubmittedyproposalsyforyout-
of-the-boxyapproachesytoyboostystudentyachievement.y
InyearlyyAugust,yUSDOEychosey49ywinners—andytheny
thingsygotyinteresting.yFederalylawyrequiredytheyi3yfundsy
toybeyassignedybyySeptember,yleavingytheyrecipientsywithy
justyoneymonthytoycomeyupywithytheyrequisitey20ypercenty
matchingyprivateyfunds.y

“Itywasyallyorynothing—theygroupsyeitheryraisedytheiry
match,yorytheyywereyshutyout,”ysaysyPhilp,y45,yayTCymaster’sy
degreeystudentyinyinterdisciplinaryystudiesywhoyalsoyservesy
asyManagingyDirectoryandyGlobalyHeadyofyPhilanthropicy
ServicesyatyJ.P.yMorganyPrivateyBank.y

Underyintenseypressure,yPhilpyfoundyfundingypartnersy
fory14ynonprofityorganizationsytoywinygrants,yincludingy
twoyNewyYorkyCityyprograms—theySchoolyofyOne,ywhichy
combinesyteacher-ledyinstructionywithyindividualizedysoft-
ware,yandytheyDistricty75yartsyeducationyprogramyforychil-
drenywithyspecialyneeds.yAmongythoseyansweringyPhilp’sy
callywasyLaurieyTisch,yViceyChairyofytheyTeachersyCollegey

BoardyofyTrustees,ywhoyprovidedymatchingyfundsythroughy
theyLaurieyM.yTischyIlluminationyFund.y

“Lisayhasytheyreputationyforybeingyayreallyystraightyshoot-
eryandyveryyorganized,”yTischysays.y“Sheyknowsywhatysheyisy
talkingyabout.”

Indeed,yfewypeopleyhaveyaybetteryunderstandingyofythey
seaychangesyinyphilanthropyyinyrecentydecades—particu-
larlyyonytheyeducationyfront.yPhilpybeganyherycareeryaty
PublicyTechnology,yInc.,yaynonprofityresourceyforymunici-
palitiesyinyWashington,yD.C.yAfteryearningyheryMBAyiny
marketingyandynonprofitymanagementyatyNorthwesterny
University’syKelloggySchoolyofyManagement,ysheyenteredy
NewyYork’syphilanthropicyworldyatytheyNewyYorky
RegionalyAssociationyofyGrantmakers,ynowyknownyasy
PhilanthropyyNewyYork.y

There,ysheyservedyasyDirectoryofyCommunicationsyandy
GovernmentyRelations,yforgingypublic-privateypartner-
shipsytoysupportyneighborhoodyimprovementyprogramsy
aroundytheycity.yIny1998,ysheyjoinedyJ.P.yMorganyasyayvice-

TheyEducationyBroker
When education nonprofits need private funds, Lisa Philp plays matchmaker 

yThereyareytimesywheny
someoneysellsyaybusinessyory
inheritsymoneyyandydecidesy
it’sytimeytoymoveyfromybeingyay
check-bookygiverytoybecomingyay
moreystrategicyphilanthropist.y
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presidentyofycom-
munityyrelationsy
andyphilanthropicy
services,yworkingy
withytheycorpora-
tion’sycharitabley
givingyprogramyandy
takingyonygrant-
makingyresponsi-
bilitiesyforyseveraly
legacyyfoundationsy
setyupythroughy
estateyplanningy
yearsybefore.yyIty
soonybecameyappar-
entythat,yinyadditionytoysuchymajoryplayersyasytheyBillyandy
MelindayGatesyFoundationyandytheyEliyandyEdytheyBroady
Foundation,yeducationywasybecomingyaypriorityyforysmally
familyyfoundationsyandyindividuals.y

Iny2003,yPhilpybecameyheadyofyherydepartmentyandy
transitionedyfromycorporateygivingytoytheyPrivateyBank.y
Herydutiesynowyincludeyhelpingyindividualsyandyfamiliesy
setyupyfoundations,yvettingyorganizationsytoywhichyhery
clientsymayywantytoydonate,yandydevelopingystrategiesytoy
targetyclients’ygiving.y

“Thereyareytimesywhenysomeoneysellsyaybusinessyory
inheritsymoneyyandydecidesyit’sytimeytoymoveyfromybeingy
aycheck-bookygiverytoybecomingyaymoreystrategicyphilan-
thropist,”ysheysays.y“Theyywantytoybecomeymoreyengaged,y
soyweyconnectythemytoyresourcesyandyhelpythemybecomey
moreyeffective.”

Thusyitywasyaycaseyofyrightyperson,yrightyplace,yrighty
timeywhenyPhilpyandyheryteamygotyinvolvedywithyi3ylasty
year.yAsynonprofitsypreparedytheiryproposalsyandystatesy
competedyforyRaceytoytheyTopyfunding,yPhilpybroughty
ArneyDuncan,yU.S.ySecretaryyofyEducation,ytoyJ.P.y
Morgan’syheadquartersyonyParkyAvenueyforyanyeventywithy
clientsyinterestedyinyeducation.yDuncan,yalongywithyfoun-
dationyofficersyandymajoryeducationyphilanthropists,ytalkedy
aboutyemergingytrendsyandyopportunities.yPhilpyalsoy
polledythoseyinyattendanceyonytheymostyimportantyroleyfory
privateyphilanthropyyinyeducationyreform.yWellyoverytwoy
thirdsychoseypublic-privateypartnerships.

“Thereywasysoy
muchyenergy,yevery-
oneywasywonderingy
howytoycollaborate,y
andythenyweycamey
upywithytheyideayofy
providingytheymatchy
forytheyi3yprogram,”y
sheysays.y

Philpysubse-
quentlyywroteyay
conceptypaperyandy
spreadytheywordy
throughyherycirclesy
aboutyevidence-
basedypracticesythaty
wouldybeysupportedy
byyi3.ySheyheldy
anotherysessiony

withyDuncanyandyphilanthropistsyinyWashington,yDC.y
Andythen,yrightyonyschedule,ytheydonorsywroteytheirychecksy
toyaypooledyfundytoysupportyvettedyi3ygrantees.y

ThisypastyJanuaryyPhilpywasybackyinyD.C.ytoyconveney
aysessionyofyi3ygrantyrecipients,ydonorsyandyfoundations,y
toybuildyonytheyrelationshipsyshe’dyestablished.yNowyshe’sy
planningyeventsywithymajoryphilanthropistsyandyeducationy
officialsyinyHoustonyandyNewark.y

Philpyisyconvincedythatyindividualsywithygreatypersonaly
wealthycanymakeyaydecidedydifferenceyinytheyeducationy
worldybyycollaboratingywithyothersyonyreformyeffortsyaty
theystateyandylocalylevels.yShe’sysoypassionateyaboutytheyideay
thatyshe’symadeyityayfocusyofyheryresearchyatyTC,ywhereyshey
firstybeganytakingycoursesyiny2008yasyayRevsonyFellowyaty
ColumbiayUniversity,yunderytheyguidanceyofyheryadvisor,y
facultyymemberyJeffreyyHenig.

y“I’mylookingyforywaysytoygetyfolksymoreyinformedyony
promisingypractices,”ysaysyPhilp.y“Aylotyofymyyclientsyarey
entrepreneurs,ywhoyhaveyfirst-generationywealth.yManyyhady
modestymiddle-classyupbringingsyandyfeelyveryyfortunatey
toyhaveyhadyaygoodyeducation.yTheyyareyhorrifiedybyythey
thoughtythatyequalyopportunityyisn’tymoreybroadlyyavailable.y
Theyywantytoyleverageytheirygivingyforymoreyimpact.”y

— David McKay Wilson
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Most Likely to Succeed  
(at Changing the World)

  special  
sTUDeNT eDiTioN

I n V e S T I n G  T I M e   lisa Philp at 
an early childhood program in East 
Harlem as part of a site visit to the 
Children’s Aid Society.
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I n sixth grade, Gail Russell decided she wanted to be 
a teacher. It was a lofty goal for a girl growing up in 
Ronda, North Carolina—a town so small, it lacked a 

traffic light—and whose parents didn’t graduate from high 
school. But education was always fiercely important to 
Russell, and her parents were supportive. She received her 
bachelor’s degree from Appalachian State University (where 
she was granted a teaching fellowship) and taught high 
school English for seven years in the Appalachian region.

But there is education and then there is academia—and 
when Russell began a doctoral program at UNC Greensboro 
and then transferred to TC in the fall of 2010, her parents 
had mixed feelings.

“Because of my roots, there’s a tension for me in moving 
towards the academic discourse and becoming a scholar,” 
says Russell.

Russell first became interested in TC as an undergraduate 
at Appalachian State after she read Dialectic of Freedom by 
Maxine Greene, TC’s great philosopher. Greene’s educational 
ideals inspired her to pursue the world of academia—in part 
because those ideas are so much about everyday life.  

“It gave me the emotional support that I needed to do my 
work. I realized that I didn’t have to choose between ‘becom-
ing an intellectual’ and being a daughter to my family.”

Indeed Russell is proud of her parents, whose work ethic 
she credits for inspiring her to create her own education 
consulting company, Education Success Unlimited llC. As 
a consultant, Russell draws on her experience as a teacher 
and uses ethnography skills to devise content-based liter-

acy practices. Her mission statement is that “every student 
can succeed in formal school contexts.”  

“People who grow up in an educated discourse take for 
granted a lot of the things that were harder for students who 
are coming in from any kind of outsider perspective,” says 
Russell, “And I was definitely an outsider.”

Russell is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in English Education, 
and this past fall she took Greene’s course, “Education and 
the Aesthetic Experience,” which she describes as a dream 
come true. like Greene, Russell has a passion for art, and 
views it as the first medium that gave her access to the 
world of ideas. She began regularly meeting with Greene, 
and they have developed a close relationship outside of  
the classroom.

Russell is now involved in an effort to commission a statue 
of Greene to be installed on TC’s campus. She would like 
the initiative to be student-led and feels confident that 
fund-raising for it will be an easy task, given Greene’s 
stature at TC. 

“I feel a responsibility to recognize her work, if for no 
other reason than the fact we don’t have any other women 
sculpted here at TC,” says Russell. “Maxine talks about not 
wanting to be an icon, but she is an icon. I need Maxine to be 
my icon so that I can do my work.”

— Penina Braffman

Linking Appalachia and Academia
Inspired by Maxine Greene, gail rUssell is pursuing an academic career  

while staying true to her roots
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are coming in from any kind of 
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If you want to know why the term “student” at Teachers 
College doesn’t necessarily equate with inexperience or 
junior status, look no further than doctoral candidate 

Jonathan Gyurko. 

Gyurko has served as Director of Charter Schools for the 
New York City Department of Education and worked with 
the United Federation of Teachers to found the first union-
supported charter schools in the United States—and he did 
all that before enrolling at TC. 

Now Gyurko’s new education services and advisory firm, 
leeds Global Partners, has formed a close partnership to 
dramatically improve public schools in the United Arab 
Emirates. As Gyurko recently explained by email from Abu 

Dhabi, leeds Global is working to implement the Emirates’ 
“New School Model,” an effort that includes the adoption 
of world-class standards, a transition to student-centered 
classrooms and pedagogies, and the introduction of a bi-
literate curriculum. To jump-start the effort, Abu Dhabi 
hired over 900 English-fluent teachers from the United 
States, the United Kingdom and elsewhere to team-teach 
with local, Arabic-fluent educators.

Abu Dhabi, the capital and second-largest city in the 
United Arab Emirates, has 125,000 students in more than 
250 schools. leeds Global, which Gyurko co-founded in 
early 2010 with CUNY chairman Benno Schmidt, former 
Edison learning chief executive John Chubb and Jeffrey 
leeds, President of leeds Equity Advisors, is spearheading 
the professional development of the system’s school heads 
and lead teachers. Each month leeds Global designs and 
delivers bilingual training to more than 700 educators. Their 
program assessment data indicate that the new approaches 
are quickly taking hold in schools.  

With all of that, Gyurko still has a foot in New York. For his 
TC dissertation, he is conducting a large-scale study of the 
city’s district and charter school teachers to understand 
how teacher “voice and loyalty”—the amount and quality 
of interaction that teachers have with their colleagues and 
supervisors on professional issues—affect teacher turnover.

In the meantime, he is spending two to three weeks per 
month in Abu Dhabi, convinced that his work can help 
the city achieve its goal to be the economic and cultural 
standard-bearer in the Middle East:  “Abu Dhabi is well on 
its way to becoming a world-class city.  Central to their plan 
is a thriving system of education and research.  It’s an honor 
to be part of this work.”

— Patricia Lamiell

next Stop, Abu dhabi
JoNaThaN gYUrKo’s new firm is shaping a nation’s education system

T H E  P A R T N E R

Each month Gyurko’s firm 
designs and delivers bilingual 
training to more than 700 
educators.
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HoldyThatySmile—AllyDay
Artist and doctoral student Jun Gao uses long-term exposure photography  

to capture unseen qualities of stillness and light

WhenytheyartistyJunyGaoydecidedytoyphoto-
graphyColumbiayUniversity’syLowyPlazay
recently,yheyarrivedybeforeysunrise.yByythey

timeyheyhadysetyupythreeyhomemadeycameras—twoyforycolor,y
oneyforyblackyandywhite—heyhadybeenyjoinedybyychildreny
runningybackyandyforthyatyaynearbyybookyfair,ycuriousypass-
ersbyyandytheyoccasionalyinquisitiveysecurityyguard.y

Inytheyafternoon,yayfriendycameyby.y“Weyenjoyedythey
sunshine,ytheypeacefulyandybeautifulySundayywithynumer-
ousylovelyylittleykids,yandysharedyideasyofyartyandyphiloso-
phy,”ysaysyGao,yaydoctoralystudentyinyTC’syArtyandyArty
Educationyprogram.

Inytheyevening,yafterytheymoony“startedytoyshedysoftylighty
onyAlmayMater”—theyfamousystatueyofyColumbia’syAthena-
likeyicon—theycamerayisyfinallyydown.y

“Weykindyofyassumeyphotographyyisyinstantaneous,y
butyIybelieveytimeyinyphotographyyshouldybeyasylongyasywey
want,yoryasyshortyasyweywant,”ysaysyGao,yconcedingythatythisy
philosophyyputsyhimyatyoddsywithytheyapparentygoalsyofy
modernycameraymakers,ywhoyproduceyeveryquickerymodesy
ofypictureytaking.y“Ifytheytimeyisytooyshortyorytooyfast,ythey
outcomeyisytotallyydifferent.yTimeyshouldybeyoneyofytheykeysy
toydecideywhatytheyimageyshouldylookylike.yButynormally,y
weyreallyydon’tyconsiderythat.”

“ A l M A  M A T E R – T H E  P R o v I D E N C E  o F  C o l U M B I A  U N I v E R S I T Y - I , ”  B Y  J U N  G A o
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Gao,yay34-year-oldynativeyofyQingdao,ytrainedyasyaypublicy
artistyandyartyteacheryinyChina,ywhereyhisyworkyisywidelyy
knownyandyadmired.yHeybecameyinterestedyinylong-termy
exposureyphotographyywhileystudyingyatytheyUniversityyfory
theyCreativeyArtsyinyCanterbury,yEnglandy(thenytheyKenty
InstituteyofyArty&yDesign)ywhereyheyhadycomeyinysearchyofyay
changeyofyperspective.y

“Tenyyearsyago,yChineseyartyeducationyconstrainedyitselfy
withycertainyfettersythatywereynotyrelatedytoytheyrapidlyydevel-
opingyeconomy,”yGaoysays.yy“InyChina,ywhenyIywasyinycollege,y
theyeducationalymethodologyywasylikeythis:yTheyprofessory
selectsysomeytopicsyandythenyyouyfollowytheytopicsyandydoy
research.yButyinyEngland,ymyyprofessoryaskedyme,y‘Whatydoy
youywantytoydo?’yandyIysaid,y‘Whatydoyyouywantymeytoydo?’y
Andyheysaid,y‘Iyneedyyouytoydecideywhatyyouywantytoydo.’yySoyIy
satydownyandyconsidered,y‘Whatyisymyytrueyinterest?’”

HeyfoundyityinytheyformyofyayfamousyearlyyLouisyDaguerrey
photo,y“BoulevardyduyTemple.”

“Theyexposureytimeywasyoverytenyminutes,”yGaoysays,yofy
theyphoto,ywhichyshowsyayParisyneighborhoodyemptyyexcepty
foryaymanygettingyhisyshoesyshinedy(capturedybecauseyheystoody
comparativelyystillyduringytheyphotographing).y“Becauseyofythey
relativelyylongyexposureytime,yayvery,yveryybusyystreetybecomesy
veryyquiet.yIythought,y‘Wow,ythatyisysoyamazing.’”

AfterycomingytoytheyUnitedyStates,ytoypursueyaymaster’sy
degreeyinyartyeducationyfromyBostonyUniversity’syCollegeyofy
FineyArts,yGaoyreceivedyanyinstallationygrantyfromytheyuniver-
sity’syPhotonicsyCenter.yAgain,yheyfacedytheyunfamiliarychal-
lengeyofychoosingyhisyownypath:y“Iyaskedythem,y‘What’syyoury
opinion?yAndytheyysaid,y‘No,yyouyareytheyartist.yYouymakeythey
decision,yweywillyfollowyyou.’”

Theyresultywasyayrangeyofyworks,yincludingyay10-houry
exposureyofyaybeachyinyRhodeyIslandy(whereytheytrailyofythey
sunylooksylikeyayjetyfromyayfireyhoseysprayingyfromyleftytoyrighty
acrossyaydarkysky)yandyayseveral-month-longyexposureyofyay
sectionyofytheyMassachusettsyTurnpikeyasyitywendsyitsywayy
throughyBrooklineyintoyBostonywithyyellowystripesyofysuny
eruptingyfromytheymiddleyofytheyphotoylikeyanti-aircraftyfire.y
Inycontrastytoytheysun,ytheyalways-busyyhighwayyappearsy
emptyywhileyayparkingylotyinytheyforegroundyappearsyfullyofy
non-descriptycars—theirybrandsyandyidentifyingycharacteris-
ticsyerasedybyytime.y

AfteryBostonyUniversity,yGaoycameytoyTCytoypursueyay
doctorateyinyteachingyartyatytheycollegeylevel.yHeyhasyworkedy
withyAssociateyProfessoryofyArtyEducationyJohnyBaldacchino,y

whoyseesyGaoyasyoneyofyaynewygenerationyofytalented,ythought-
fulyChineseyartistsywhoyloveytheirycountryybutyareypragmaticy
inynegotiatingytheytensionsybetweenypoliticsyandyart—andy
betweenyChinayandyotherycultures.y“Iycanyseeyhimybeingyayveryy
goodybridgeybetweenyChinayandyAmerica,”yBaldacchinoysays.yy

Gaoydefinitelyyaspiresytoytheyrole.y“Theymoreypeopleyfromy
differentyplacesyunderstandyeachyother,ytheyricheryandybroadery
theyartyworldyweycanyperceive,”yheysays.y“Iydoynotyknowy
whetheryIycanybecomeyaycandleytoyenlightenyaysmallyportiony
ofytheyworld,ybutyIyamysureythatyIycanyatyleastybecomeyaysparky
lightyfromyaymatch.yTheylightyofyaymatchymightybeyonlyyay
glimmer,yyetyifythereyareymanyymatchesytogether,ytheirylighty
willybeyilluminating.”

It’syaydescriptionythatyechoesytheymoodyofyhisyownywork.y
Inytheyday-longyexposureyofyhisyLowyPlazayphotography,ytherey
isyanyeerieyemptiness,yasyifytheyonlyythingsyinhabitingytheyPlazay
wereytheyAlmayMaterystatue,ybuildingsyandytime,ymeasuredyiny
anyanomalousybandyofylight:ytheyunfamiliaryrecordyofytheysuny
passingyacrossytheysky.y

— Jonathan Sapers

C A P T u R e d    Jun Gao with his linhof camera in Macy Gallery.
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Bridging Language Gaps with Technology 
shaNNoN Bishop sees computers as a means to promote English skills in South Africa

I n a nation with 11 official languages, South Africans 
typically use English to bridge the language divide.  
Yet fewer than 10 percent have learned it as their first 

language, so educators like Shannon Bishop, ’11, have the 
opportunity to make a major impact. 

“Young black children in South Africa are exposed to a mini-
mum of two to three languages before they start school, and 
English could be the fourth or fifth language they’ve heard,” 
says Bishop, who has spent the past two years at TC, earn-
ing her master’s degree in TESol (the teaching of English to 
speakers of other languages) sponsored by the U.S. State 
Department’s Fulbright Scholar Program. 

In her master’s thesis, Bishop explored the use of English 
as a medium of instruction in post-apartheid South Africa, 
and she believes that technology is critical to making that 
strategy succeed. It’s an outlook that marks a new direction 
in her teaching career, which has included stints teaching 
English in South African schools, tutoring children involved 
in the film industry, teaching English in Great Britain, and 
teaching English to adults through her tutoring company, 
Clever Communication.

At TC, Bishop says she made great strides in adding technol-
ogy to her teaching repertoire. In one class, she learned to 
develop downloadable teaching podcasts that could be sent 
to TESol students.   

In lecturer Carolin Fuchs’s class, “Classroom Practices,” 
Bishop worked with TC students from Cyprus, Pakistan, 

Taiwan and Japan to set up a proposal for a private social 
network on Google Sites that could be used for off-campus 
teacher training. As a requirement for her practicum class, 
she also created her own e-portfolio, an online Cv that 
allows her to share her work with potential employers.

“The main thing I have learned about living in the U.S. is 
that you can’t be afraid to market yourself,” says Bishop. 
“You can’t be shy about telling people what you are capable 
of doing.”

Bishop will return to South Africa this summer and hopes to 
launch an after-school academic center in Cape Town—for 
which she is already seeking funding—where students will 
develop basic literacy and computer skills. The center would 
be linked to several schools, building on the teacher-train-
ing project she conducted in the summer of 2010, in which 
she taught computer literacy to 100 Cape Town teachers 
from five schools. 

That program’s culminating project was a multi-media per-
sonal story, presented in a digital format. She also created a 
Google site that accompanies this project and contains the 
procedure, technology used, pictures and video clips.

“By the end of the course, the teachers were able to use 
all the technology, and we sat there speechless, watching 
and listening to story after story,” Bishop recalls. “It was 
quite powerful.”

— David McKay Wilson
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W hen organizations talk about culture change, it 
can be so much hot air. But as Frank Golom knows, 
change can sometimes be profound.   

As a sophomore at Baltimore’s loyola University, Golom 
was subjected to intense harassment after his roommates 
learned he was gay. 

For Golom, the son of a sheet metal worker and office man-
ager, the incident was especially painful because it violated 
loyola’s Jesuit educational philosophy of cura personalis, or 
“care for the whole person.” 

“When I got there, The Princeton Review described loyola as 
‘homophobic,’” recalls Golom, now a sixth-year doctoral 
student in TC’s social-organizational psychology program. 
“There was no understanding of lGBT issues and no resourc-
es to deal with the situation.”

So Golom took charge of the campus lGBT organization, led 
creation of an lGBT dorm and became loyola’s first openly 
gay student government president.  

By the time he graduated, the Director of Campus Ministry 
had written an article calling homophobia a sin. Golom, too, 
had changed. “Having that experience yoked my academic 
interest in psychology to the idea that values matter, that 
we need to care about something larger than ourselves.”  

Golom brings the same mindset to social-org psych, a disci-
pline that can be “dry and industrial,” but at TC gets to the 
nitty-gritty of how people in the workplace behave with and 
around each other. His dissertation explores lGBT employ-
ees’ experiences in work teams, an issue little studied. 

Meanwhile, since fielding a chance assignment substi-
tuting for an instructor on leave, Golom, at the ripe old 

age of 29, has taught at Hunter, Barnard and TC (includ-
ing a stint working with military officers in social-org 
psych’s Eisenhower leadership Development Program 
and consulting to student practicum teams working with 
New York City nonprofits). 

“It’s my responsibility to make my students love and under-
stand the material as much as I do,” he says of teaching. “To 
emphasize its relevance to prior experience and what they 
think they already know.”

Golom also serves as Assistant Director of TC’s execu-
tive masters program in change leadership, launching this 
spring—a fitting assignment given his loyola experience. He 
likes the mix of teaching, research and administration, but 
ultimately wants to get into government.  

“I’m a political junkie, and believe we could stand to bring 
some psychology and adult learning into how this country 
does politics. That’s change, too, so to me, it’s all related.” 

— Joe Levine

Change Leader
FraNK goloM has been on the front lines of culture change.  

Now he’s discovered a career in teaching about it
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WillytheyNoyChildyLeftyBehindyActygetyrenewed?
Isytheycountryymovingytowardynationalyedu-

cationystandards?
Andywhatyaboutythatyfundingycliffythat’syloomingyiny2012?
Eachyofythoseyquestionsyreflectsyoneyofytheyemergingypoliti-

calydramasyofyouryera:ytheymountingytensionybetweenytheyfed-
eralyandystateygovernmentyoverycontrolyofyeducationypolicy.

It’syaybattleymostyofyusyhaveywatchedyplayyoutyinytheymediay
oryatyourylocalyschools—butythisypastyJanuary,y27ystudentsyiny
TC’syannualyFederalyPolicyyInstituteygotytheychanceytoyobservey
ityatyringsideyinyWashington,yD.C.

Onyoneysideyofytheyfightyareythoseywhoybelieveytheyfederaly
governmentyhasyay“moralycallingytoytakeyonytheycountry’sylow-
estyperformingyschools,ywhichyareyreallyydoingyaydisserviceytoy
theirycountry,”yJudyyWurtzel,yDeputyyAssistantySecretaryyiny
theyOfficeyofyPlanningyEvaluationyandyPolicyyDevelopmentyaty
theyU.S.yDepartmentyofyEducation,ytoldytheystudents.yOnythey
otheryareythoseywhoyargueythatycontrolyoveryeducationypolicyy
shouldyremainywhereyityhasybeenythroughoutymostyofythey
nation’syhistory:ywithystateyandylocalygovernments.

TheyFederalyEducationyPolicyyInstituteyisyanyintensivey
five-dayybootycampydevelopedyandyrunyannuallyyduringywin-
terybreakybyySharonyLynnyKagan,yMarxyProfessoryofyEarlyy
ChildhoodyandyFamilyyPolicy,yandyCo-DirectoryofyTC’sy
NationalyCenteryforyChildrenyandyFamilies.yAnyinternation-
allyyrecognizedyexpertyonyearlyychildhoodyeducationywhoyhasy
advisedytheyWhiteyHouse,ystatesyandygovernmentsyaroundythey
world,yKaganyprovidesyherystudents—anyeclecticymixyrepre-
sentingynearlyyeveryydepartmentyinytheyCollege—withyayseriesy
ofylectures,ypanelydiscussionsyandybriefingsybyyanyA-listyofy
Washingtonyplayers.yThereyareyalsoyvisitsywithyCongressionaly
staffersyandytheyU.S.yDepartmentyofyEducation.

TheyWashingtonyvisityisypartyofytheypopularyFederaly
PolicyyInstitute,yaythree-creditycourseyfirstyofferedyinylatey
’90syandythenydramaticallyyre-tooledybyyKaganyiny2001.yThey
Washingtonypartyofytheycourseyisyorganizedyandyco-taughty
byyTCyalumnusyMichaelyD.yUsdan,ySenioryFellowyatyThey
InstituteyforyEducationalyLeadershipyinyWashington.

Likeycivilyrightsyinythey’60syandyWallyStreetytakeoversyiny
they’80s,yeducationypolicyyhasybeenyaybigyissueysinceyCongressy

InsideytheyBeltway
A unique, five-day experience immerses TC students in the world of education policy 

by Patricia Lamiell
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passedyNoyChildyLefty
Behindy(NCLB)yiny
2002—aymoveythaty
increasedyfederalymuscley
inyoverseeingystateyeduca-
tionysystems.yToysomey
degree,yNCLByempha-
sizedypunitiveypowers,y
suchyasysanctionsywheny
schoolsyfailytoymakey
averageyyearlyyprogressy
towardytheylaw’sygoalsyofy
universalystudentyprofi-
ciencyyinyreadingyandymath.

TheyObamayadministrationyhasyfurtheredybolsteredythey
federalygovernment’syroleyinyeducation,ybutyinypartybyyprov-
ingytheytruthyofytheytime-honoredypolicyymaximythatythey
carrotyisyjustyasyimportantyasytheystick.yTheypassionyofythey
Presidentyandyhisyeducationysecretary,yasytheyyhaveytouredy
theycountryytalkingyupytheiryagenda,yhasyattractedymanyy
young,yenergeticyprofessionalsywithypoliticalyandypolicyy
leaningsytoyWashington.

“Educationypolicyyisyveryy‘rightynow,’”ysaysyCrystaly
Francis,yayManassas,yVirginia,ynativeywhoyisyenrolledy
atyTeachersyCollegeyinytheymaster’sydegreeyprogramyiny
SociologyyandyEducation.

Butythereyhaveybeenymoreydirectyincentives,yasywell.yIny
itsyRaceytoytheyTopyinitiativeyiny2010,ytheyadministrationy
heavilyyinfluencedystateyandylocalyeducationypolicyybyygivingy
moreythany$4ybillionyinycompetitiveyfederalygrantsytoycash-
strappedystatesyinyexchangeyforypolicyychangesythatyObamay
andyDuncanybothypromotedyinynationalyspeakingytours.y
Federalyfundsyroseytoy10ypercentyofyallyeducationyspending,y
fromy8ypercentybeforeytheyObamayprograms,yEricyWaldo,y
DeputyyChiefyofyStaffyforyPolicyyandyProgramsyatytheyU.S.y
DepartmentyofyEducation,ytoldytheygroup.

Forytheymostypart,ytheystrategyyworked.yByyearlyyApril,y
42ystates—mostyofywhichydidynotywinyRaceytoytheyTopy
dollars—hadyadoptedynationalycoreystandardsyinymathy
andyEnglishylanguageyarts.yManyyhadyalsoyliftedycapsyony
formingycharteryschools,yasytheyDepartmentyofyEducationy
hadyrequiredyofythoseyseekingyRaceytoytheyTopyfunds.yAndy
proposalsytoytieyteacherypayyandytenureytoystudents’ytesty
scores—anotheryObama-Duncanypriority—wereypassedyory
underydiscussionyinyaynumberyofystatesybyyearlyyApril.

“Weyareyamblingytowardyayhugeyexpansionyofyfederaly
controlydressedyupyasystates’yrights,”yKaganytoldyherystudents.

Butytheyquestionyofy
whetherythatytrendywilly
continueywasyalsoyaymajory
focusyofytheyInstitute.y
Statesyareystaringydownyay
fundingycliff,yasylastyyear’sy
one-timeyinfusionyofy$100y
billionyofyfederalyfundsy
(passedyinylatey2009yasy
partyofytheystimulusypack-
age)ygetsyspent.yCongressy
approvedyay$10ybilliony
EducationyJobsyFundythisy

year,ybutystateyeducationyofficialsysayythatymoneyywillybey
usedyprimarilyytoysaveyteachers’yjobs,ynotyforyanyydurabley
programyreforms.yStatesyareyanticipatingyanotheryroundyofy
draconianycutsyinyart,yphysicalyeducationyandyotherypro-
gramsynotyincludedyinytheycoreystandards.yAndytheybudgety
thatywasybeingyfiercelyydebatedyonyCapitolyHillyinyearlyy
Aprilyseemsylikelyytoyprovideylittleyorynoyadditionalyfundingy
toyreplaceytheybailoutymoney.

Meanwhile,ysomeystatesyareypushingybackyagainstyfederaly
intervention.y“Theyquestionyis,ywhatywillybeytheyleverageyofy
theyfederalygovernmentytoyimplementytheseypolicies,”yUsdany
said,yespeciallyysinceytheyU.S.yEducationyDepartmentyisy
“approximatelyyoneyhalfytheysizeyitywasyonlyyayfewyyearsyago.”

Oneyhotlyycontestedyareayisyscienceyeducation—
which,yeveryoneyagrees,ymustybeysignificantlyyimprovedy
ifyAmericayisytoyregainyitsycompetitiveyadvantageyiny
theyglobalyeconomy.yFollowingyaypanelydiscussionyony
theyCommonyCoreyStandardsymovement,yChristophery
Lazzaro,yaydoctoralycandidateyinyScienceyEducationyandy
Policy,ynotedythatystatesydisagreeyonysomeymajoryareasy
ofyscientificyinquiry—andythatyscienceyeducationyisn’ty
partyofytheyCommonyCoreyStandardsythatywereyrati-
fied.yLazzaroytoldypanelistyDaneyLinn,yDirectoryofythey
EducationyPoliciesyDivisionyofytheyNationalyGovernorsy
Association,ythatyheywasy“frustrated”ythat,ywithoutythey
incentiveyofyfederalymoney,ystatesymightyneveryagreeyony
nationalyscienceystandards.

yEducationypolicyyisyveryyy
rightynow.

~  C R Y S T A L  F R A n C I S ,  T C  S T u d e n T

VA R I e d  P e R S P e C T I V e S  Students in TC’s Federal Policy Insti-
tute represent nearly every department in the College.
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Priorytoythey
Washingtonytrip,ytheystu-
dentsywereypreparedyandy
coached.yTheyybecamey
familiarywithytheymajory
educationypoliciesytheyy
willybeyhearingyabout;ygoty
groundedyinytheyhistoryy
andyprocessyofyeduca-
tionalypolicymaking;yandy
ploughedythroughyayreadingylistythatyincludedytheyworkyofy
theyeducationyhistorianyCarlyKaestleyandytheyeducationypol-
icyyanalystsyDianeyRavitchy(Ph.D.,y’75)yandyEricyHanushek,y
andyBarackyObama’sy“PlanyforyLifetimeySuccessyThroughy
Education.”yFollowingytheyWashingtonytrip,ystudentsypre-
pareyaypolicyypaperyandymockylegislativeytestimonyyonythey
sameyself-selectedytopic.

“Understandingytheyrealitiesyofyfederalypolicyyconstruc-
tionyandyimplementationyisyessentialynotyonlyyforyeduca-
tionalyleaders,ybutyalsoyforyallywhoyhopeytoyimproveythey
natureyofyAmericanyeducation,”yKaganywroteyinyanye-mail.y
“Thatyunderstandingyisyperhapsybestyderivedybyycombiningy
policyytheoryyandyfirst-handyexperienceywithyindividualsy
whoymakeyandyinfluenceyfederalyeducationalypolicy—FPI’sy
overallygoal.”

Typically,ytheycourseyparticipantsyincludeyaycontingentyofy
hardcoreypolicyytypes.ySeveralystudentsythisyyearyhadyalreadyy
testedytheypoliticalywaters:yoneyworkedyforyPresidentyObama’sy
2008ycampaign,yandyothersyforystateyorylocalylegislators.yButy
theycourseytypicallyydrawsyfromydifferentydisciplinesyacrossythey
College,ythisyyearyincludingyearlyychildhoodyandyelementaryy
education,yscienceyeducationyandyinternationalyeducationy
development,yinyadditionytoytheyLeadership,yPolicyyandy
Politicsyprogram.yThusytheycohortyinyJanuaryyincludedyaysci-
enceycurriculumyspecialistyforyTheyCollegeyBoardyandyaytest-
takingystrategistyandyprivateytutoryforyTheyPrincetonyReview,y
asywellyasyaysignificantycadreyfromytheyartsy(includingyaycontor-
tionistyandyartyhistorian);yayradioybroadcaster;yanyapprenticey
conductoryandycollaborativeypianist;yanyaspiringyartymuseumy
administrator;yandyaytheaterydirector.

Thatydiversityyisyaymajorysellingypoint.
“AsyayPh.D.ystudent,yIyamysoyoftenyinyclassesywithythey

sameypeople,”yLazzaroysaid.y“Thisyclassywasn’tylikeythat,yandy
thatyreallyyrichyperspectiveywasytheybestypart.”

Othersyvaluedytheyup-closeyviewyofyWashingtonyaty
work.y“Theycourseyreadingsywereyamazing,”ysaidyDorothyy
Caldone,yaymaster’systudentyinyInternationalyEducationy

Developmentyandy
Policy,y“butytheyInstitutey
putyitytogetheryforyme.y
It’sylikeytheydifferencey
betweenyreadingyabouty
photosynthesisyandy
doingyityinyaylab.”

Theyweek’syspeak-
ersyincludedyseveraly
TCyalumni,ywhoydis-

cussedytheypracticalitiesyofycareerybuilding.yAlumniyDavidy
Johnsy(Ed.D,y’83),ySenioryEducationyPolicyyAdvisorytoy
theyU.S.ySenateyHealth,yEducation,yLaboryandyPensionsy
(HELP)yCongressionalyCommittee;yMaryEllenyMcGuirey
(Ph.D.,y’02),ySenioryAdvisorytoyNewyAmerica’syEducationy
Program;yandyPhilipyHerry(Ph.D.,y’88),yDirectoryofy
PhysicalyInfrastructureyIssuesyatytheyU.S.yGovernmenty
AccountabilityyOfficey(GAO)ytalkedyaboutytheiryworkylivesy
andyansweredyquestions.

Allythreeyadvisedygettingyaybroadyeducationyandylearningy
toywriteyeffectively.

McGuire,ywhoyrecentlyyleftyaypolicyypositionyonythey
WhiteyHouseystaffytoygoytoyNewyAmerica,ycalledyity“veryy
gratifying”ytoyhaveyaydirectyeffectyonytheyqualityyofyAmerica’sy
educationyandyschools.

Johnsyadvisedytheystudentsytoybeyunfailinglyypleasantytoythey
personywhoyanswersytheyphone.yTheyfederalygovernment,yhey
said,yisyay“peopleybusiness,”yandy“D.C.yisyincrediblyysmall.”yInythey
fast-moving,yfluidyworldyofyWashingtonypolitics,y“theynextyday,y
thatypersonymightybeyconductingyyouryjobyinterview.”

ForyCrystalyFrancis,ythatylessonywasydrivenyhomeyimme-
diately.yAtytheyannualyreceptionyforyD.C.yalumniyheldyiny
conjunctionywithytheyFederalyPolicyyInstituteyandyhostedybyy
PresidentySusanyFuhrman,yFrancisywasytoldyaboutyanyeduca-
tionypolicyyfellowshipyopeningyonyCapitolyHillybyyalumnay
BetsyyMcIntyre,yayformerycongressionalyaide.y

“FederalyPolicyyInstituteygraduatesyunderstandyhowytoy
juggleypolicy,ypoliticalyandyfiscalyissues—whichysometimesy
conflict—toymakeysoundyFederalypolicy,”yMcIntyreysaidylater.y
“Youycan’tygetythatykindyofyrealyworldyexperienceyinyayclass-
room—you’veygotytoycomeydownyhereytoyseeyhowyityreallyy
works,yorydoesn’t!”

yFrancisydidn’tyapply,yoptingytoyfinishyherystudies,ybuty
wasyimpressedywithytheyvalueyofytheyTCyconnection.y“Aftery
theyweek,yIywasystartingytoyfeelylikeyI’myreallyyready,”ysheysaid.y
“Youyshouldn’tybeyallowedytoyleaveyhereywithyaypolicyyconcen-
tration,ywithoutytakingythisycourse.”y

P O L I C Y  S C h O L A R S  Kagan leading the class at TC.



e cuador has long fascinated Regina Casale—but 
it was a tragedy there in 2005 that changed her 
perspective on the relationship between education 

and immigration. A boat smuggling immigrants out of the 
country had capsized, killing almost everyone on board.  
Casale delayed a trip to venezuela and instead traveled 
12 hours to the scene of the disaster. one survivor was a 
young girl headed for New York who might have enrolled in 
Casale’s class that fall.  

“I realized there is another side of immigration that we 
teachers don’t know,” says Casale, a doctoral candidate in 
TC’s Interdisciplinary Studies program. “It’s important for us 
to know what the kids are living back in their home country.”

of course, the lives of young immigrants can be equally 
painful in the United States. During the past decade, several 
notorious hate crimes have plagued Suffolk County, where 
Casale teaches Spanish at longwood Junior High School.  
one was a severe beating of two day laborers in Farmingville. 
Most recently an Ecuadorian immigrant, Marcelo lucero, 
was brutally murdered by Patchogue high school students. 
Casale was in shock. “It happened to someone in my com-
munity,” she says. “And then to find out that they were high 
school kids. As a teacher, I felt the education system had 
let them down.” 

In solidarity with the Ecuadorian community Casale orga-
nized two initiatives to promote tolerance, a Diálogo 
Comunitario in Patchogue and lucero de America, a non-
profit.  She screened films for the Ecuadorian community on 
long Island and, that summer, in Ecuador.  She also facili-
tated a workshop for teenagers in Gualaceo, Ecuador who 
created the film “Real Nightmare,” about the life of “aban-
doned children” (children of emigrants).  

“There aren’t many materials that discuss both sides of the 
immigration coin,” Casale says.

last year, with a $65,000 Kellogg Foundation Racial Healing 
Initiative grant, Casale created the project “life Through 
My Eyes,” which promotes parent/child involvement and the 
development of global leaders in the community. offered 
with the help of Patchogue parents, the project offers immi-
grant and non-immigrant youth the chance to create short 
documentary films about their lives. “As language teachers, 
we can use film to foster global citizenship,” Casale says, 
adding that the power of film really struck her after she 
invited Marcelo lucero’s brother, Joselo, to her school.  Joselo 
lucero shared movie clips with the students, and afterwards, 
“the latino students had tears in their eyes,” Casale recalls. 
“Because here was someone telling their story.” 

— Elizabeth Dwoskin

Cinema Vérité
regiNa casale uses film to foster a sense of global citizenship in middle school students  
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S ocial studies may be unique in requiring students to 
not only participate, but actually care about topics 
under discussion and develop an informed opinion.

Ellen livingston, a student and instructor in TC’s Social 
Studies and Education program, sees documentary film as 
an ideal tool for provoking such engagement.

“Meaningful education should have a strong affective com-
ponent,” she says. “People become involved in causes not 
just because of knowledge, but because of feeling and expe-
rience, and film is a great way to do that.” 

Yet while classroom film use has increased dramatically 
since the days when teachers booked the school’s crotchety 
film projector, livingston’s doctoral research indicates that 
educators may be shying away from good material.

like, for instance, the infamous Rodney King video.  

“People, particularly African-American people, have 
always known there’s a problem in the relationship 
between African Americans and the police, so it’s not that 
the brutality in the video was absolute news,” livingston 

says.  “It was more that people saw this video and it made 
them angry, so they expressed it in a very dramatic way. 
And that’s what film can do.”    

Educators may be leery of tapping into students’ anger. But 
to livingston, a society that confronts such issues in the 
classroom is far less at risk for doing so in the streets. 

A former journalist who often covered education, 
livingston came to TC to earn an M.A. one of her profes-
sors, Margaret Crocco, who is also Coordinator of TC’s 
Social Studies and Education program, subsequently 
tapped her to write a chapter for “Teaching The Levees,” 
the award-winning curriculum keyed to the Spike lee 
documentary on Hurricane Katrina.  

Since then, livingston has written discussion guides for 
Pray the Devil Back to Hell, a stirring 2008 documentary by 
Abigail Disney about how women in liberia rose up to end 
that nation’s civil war, and Let Freedom Swing, a collection 
of educational videos combining the study of American 
democracy with a focus on the democratic character of jazz. 

At TC, livingston has been teaching a course called 
“Teaching about Africa Using Film.” To create lesson plans 
on apartheid, her students have located clips from 1960s 
South Africa in which people express diametrically oppos-
ing viewpoints. As with all of livingston’s work, the class is 
questioning “the mythology that documentary films show 
the whole truth because it’s all caught on camera.” But as 
future teachers, they’ve got an even more immediate inter-
est in the historic footage.

“It’s interesting stuff,” livingston says, “and something 
they can use in the classroom.”

— Zoe Singer

Reeling in Students
elleN liviNgsToN is exploring the power of documentary film in social studies education
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yPeople become involved 
in causes not just because of 
knowledge, but because of 
feeling and experience, and film 
is a great way to do that.
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V anessa A. li has worked as a volunteer at the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and 
in the Hong Kong Department of Health conducting 

public health surveillance—so her current focus, on teens in 
New York City’s Chinatown, might seem a bit anti-climactic. 
But li, a master’s degree student in TC’s clinical psychology 
program, feels she’s found her niche. 

Born in Hong Kong, li attended boarding school in london 
at age 13, an isolating experience that awakened her to 
Western misconceptions of Asian immigrants. 

“I think there is the stereotype of the ‘model minority’ put 
upon Asian immigrants, which mistakenly assumes Asians 
can make it and succeed in this country,” she says. The 
reality in the United States is that many Asians, though 
they may have been professionals in their home countries, 
end up working in restaurants and factories because of 
the language barrier they face. As a result, their teenage 
children often drop out of high school to help support the 
family, which isolates them from their peers. Many Chinese-
American teens also lack siblings because of China’s one-
child policy—another social deprivation. 

“The biggest issue for me is helping them with their self-
esteem,” li says. “Many of them aren’t getting support from 
their school or home environments.” 

li travels to Chinatown several times a week to work as a Teen 
Health Advocate at the Charles B. Wang Community Health 
Center and as a mentor at the Herald Youth Center (HYC).

“Though it’s not directly related to my academic work, it’s a 
great opportunity for me to put theory into practice,” li says 

of her work at the health centers. “The days I work there are 
sometimes the best parts of my week.”

li runs programs educating teens on nutrition, family plan-
ning, mental health and other health issues, and is help-
ing to start a support group for Asian-American girls. She 
credits the developmental focus of her classes at TC for 
preparing her to connect with teens. A course titled “Racism 
and Racial Identity in Psychology and Education,” taught by 
instructor Anika Warren, inspired li to run a series of work-
shops on the topic of racism for a group of tutors and their 
immigrant students at HYC. The workshops discussed tools 
to cope with racism and also educated teens about stereo-
types to ensure that they avoid labeling others.

“I see a lot of young immigrants going through the cul-
ture shock, isolation and racism that I experienced,” 
says li. “I just hope that with my work and my energy I 
can empower and encourage them to be motivated and 
not give up their dreams.” 

— Penina Braffman

Looking Beyond the Minority Myth 
vaNessa li knows how tough it can be for Asian immigrant teens

T H E  A D v o C A T E

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  D E I R D R E  R E Z N I K

yI think there is the 
stereotype of the ‘model 
minority’ put upon Asian 
immigrants, which mistakenly 
assumes Asians can make it 
and succeed in this country.
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InyhisydoctoralyresearchyatyTeachersyCollege,yJondouy
Chenyisytryingytoyteaseyoutypreciselyyhowysocioeco-
nomicystatusyaffectsyacademicyachievement.yClearlyy

wealthierykidsydoybetterythanyonesyfromylow-incomeyy
backgrounds—butywhy?yWhatyareytheyprotectiveymecha-
nismsyinvolved?

Fromyearlyyon,yChenysawythatyquantitativeydatayaloney
couldn’tyanswerythatyquestion.yTheyrealizationypromptedy
himytoyjoinyTC’syZankelyUrbanyFellowshipyprogram,ywhichy
arrangesyserviceyworkyinyNewyYorkyCityyschoolsyandynon-
profitsyforyTCystudentsywho,ybecauseytheyyareypursuingy
non-teachingycareers,ymightyotherwiseymissyoutyonytheyrichy
experienceyofyworkingydirectlyywithyyoungypeople.

ForyhisyZankelyserviceywork,yChenysignedyonywithyTC’sy
StudentyPressyInitiativey(SPI),yayprofessionalydevelopmenty
programythatyhelpsyteachersyincorporateyoralyhistories,ywrit-
ingyandypublishingyintoytheiryinstruction.y

“TheyveryyfirstystudentyIyworkedywithywasyayyoungymany
namedyJerry,yfromyNewark,ywhoywasyincarceratedyoutyaty
Riker’syIsland,”yChenyrecalls.y“Heyhadygrownyupywithyhisy
momytellingyhimythatyifyheydidn’tymessywithyotherypeople,y
theyywouldn’tymessywithyhim.yThenyoneyday,yonytheywayy
homeyfromyschool,yheywasyjumpedybyyaylocalygang.yThat’sy

howytheyyinitiateynewymembers.yHeyjoinedytheygang,y
droppedyoutyofyschoolyandybeganygettingyinytroubleywithythey
law.yIt’sythatykindyofystoryythatyhelpsyyouyunderstandyhow,y
becauseyofypovertyyandyallythatygoesywithyit,ysomeoneywho’sy
basicallyyonytheyrightytrackycanybeybadlyyderailed.”

Today,yJerry,ythoughystillyinyprison,yisyworkingyonyay
bachelor’sydegree.yChen,yforyhisypart,ynowydirectsySPI.

TheyZankelyFellowshipyProgramyisytheylegacyyofythey
lateyArthuryZankel,yformeryViceyChairyofyTC’syBoardyofy
Trustees,ywhoybecameyconvincedythatyTCycouldynotyclaimy
successyinyitsymissionyifyitywasysurroundedybyyfailingyschools.y

“ArthurystronglyybelievedythatyTeachersyCollegeyshouldy
engageywithytheyunder-servedycommunityyinywhichyity
isylocatedythroughydirectyandyongoingyserviceybyyfacultyy
andystudents,”ysaysyMartinyZankel,yArthur’sybrother.y“They
ZankelyUrbanyFellowshipyprogramystandsyasyaymodelyofy
communityyengagementythatyheyenvisioned.”

Zankelyinitiallyyprovidedy$1ymillionytoycreateytwoypro-
grams,ytheyReadingyBuddiesyandytheyMathyBuddies,ywhichy
pairyTCystudentsywithyacademicallyystrugglingychildreny
inysixyHarlemypublicyschools.yAfteryhisydeathyiny2005,ythey
Collegeyreceivedyay$10ymillionygiftyfromyhisyestateyinyJuney
2006ythatycreatedyupytoy50yone-yearyscholarships,ytoybey
awardedyannuallyytoybothymaster’syandydoctoralystudentsy
withydemonstratedyfinancialyneed.yNowyinyitsyfifthyyear,yy
theyZankelyUrbanyFellowshipsyenableyTCystudentsytoyy
workyinyayvarietyyofycityyschoolsyandyprogramsyunderythey
guidanceyofyTCyfaculty.yThereyarey13ysitesyforythey2011–12y
Fellowship,yincluding:y

GoodyFellowship
Scholarships created by TC’s late Board Vice Chair Arthur Zankel have extended  
the College’s tradition of urban service 
by Jonathan Sapers

yTheysignatureyofyaysuccessfuly
universityypartnershipywithylocaly
schoolsyandyorganizationsyisyay
two-way,ymutuallyybeneficialy
engagement.

~  n A n C Y  ST R e I M ,  A S S O C I AT e  V I C e  P R e S I d e n T, 
S C h O O L  A n d  C O M M u n I T Y  PA R T n e R S h I P S

The philanthropist Arthur Zankel, 
former Vice Chair of the TC’s Board 
of Trustees, believed the College 
should engage with its surround-
ing community through direct and 
ongoing service.
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yy TheyLiteracyySpecialisty
Programy(withiny
TC’syDepartmenty
ofyCurriculumy&y
Teaching),yinywhichy
Fellowsyworkydirectlyy
withychildrenyatyP.S.y
277,yaypublicyelementa-
ryyschoolyinytheySouthy
Bronxythatyservesy
childrenyinytheynation’sy
poorestyCongressionaly
district.yTheyFellowsy
assistyinystrengtheningy
theyimpactyofyinquiryy
rooms—ayuniquey
curricularyinnova-
tionydevelopedybyythey
school’syprincipal,yCherylyTyler,yandyteachers.yProfessory
MarjorieySiegelyisytheyfacultyysponsor.

yy UMOJAyReadersyandyWritersy(URW),ytheyacademicy
componentyofytheyUMOJAymentoringyprogramyaty
SatelliteyAcademyyHighySchool.yTheyZankelytutorsy
engageyblackyandyLatinoymaleyURWyinylivelyydiscus-
sionsyofyculturally-relevantytextsyinytheiryhumanitiesy
classesyatySatellite.yYolandaySealey-Ruiz,yAssistanty
ProfessoryofyEducation,yisytheyfacultyysponsor;yandy

yy TheyYoungyWomen’syLeadershipyProject,yinywhich,y
threeydaysyayweekyafteryschool,yFellowsyworkywithyyoungy
womenyonyayrangeyofyhands-onyprojectsythatyincludey
collegeyreadiness,yleadershipydevelopmentyandytutoring.yy
MonishayBajaj,yAssistantyProfessoryofyEducation,yisythey
facultyysponsor.
“Theysignatureyofyaysuccessfulyuniversityypartnershipy

withylocalyschoolsyandyorganizationsyisytwo-way,ymutuallyy
beneficialyengagement,”ysaysyNancyyStreim,yAssociateyVicey
President,ySchoolyandyCommunityyPartnerships.y“Throughy
theyZankelyFellowships,yourycommunityyisyenrichedybothy
byytheyenergyyandycreativityyofyourystudentsyandybyythey
experienceyandyexpertiseyofyouryfaculty.yWhatyweyreceiveyiny
returnyisyevenymoreypriceless—ayreservoiryofyexperienceythaty
transformsyourystudentsywhileysimultaneouslyyshapingyoury
curricula,youryresearchyandyouryunderstandingyofytheyworldy
weyserve.”

Nearlyy1,000yTCystudentsyapplyyforyZankelyFellowshipsy
eachyyear,yandytheyyieldyisyimpressive.y

“They’reyveryy
bright,yandythey’rey
veryydedicated,”y
saysyEmilyyZemke,y
AssociateyDirector,y
OfficeyofySchooly
andyCommunityy
Partnerships.y“Thesey
studentsyareypassion-
atelyycommitted,ytoy
servingydisadvantagedy
youthyandyaspireytoy
workingyinytheyNewy
YorkyCityypublicy
schoolysystemyoryiny
nonprofityorganiza-
tionsythatyserveydis-
advantagedyyouth.y

There’syjustyaycertainytypeyofypersonywho’syattractedytoythat.”y
TheyReadingyandyMathyBuddiesyspendytwoyhoursyay

day,yfiveydaysyayweek,yworkingydirectlyywithychildren—buty
theycommitmentyoftenyextendsybeyondythoseyparameters.y
JoshyTecchio,yaymaster’sydegreeystudentyinycounselingyandy
psychology,ygaveyoneyofyhisyMathyBuddiesyhisycellyphoney
numberyforyuseyinyemergencies.yTheythirdygraderypromptlyy
called,yreachingyTecchioyandyfriendsyatyayparty.y“Heytookyity
as,yyou’reynowymyyclosestyfriendyandyyou’reynumberyoneyony
myyspeedydialylist,”yTecchioysays,ylaughing.

Whenytheyyfirstymet,yTecchioysays,ytheyboyywasy“incred-
iblyydisruptive—gettingyinytheywayyofyeveryone’sylearningy
processyandystuntingyhisyown.”yAsytheiryrelationshipydevel-
oped—TecchioywasycounseledybyyBuddies’yfoundingyprogramy
directoryDawnyArnoytoyallowytheychildytoycallyonyMondaysy
andytoyrequireythatyheyhaveyaymathyquestion—Tecchioydis-
coveredythatyheywasyobsessedywithybasketball.y“Oneydayywey
satydownyandyIymadeyanyorigamiybasketballyandyweytookyay
milkycarton—Iyactuallyygotythisyideayfromyoneyofytheyothery
Buddies—andyIytaughtyhimyfractionsybyyaskingythingsylike,y
‘Howymanyyshotsydidyyouymakeyoutyofytheytotalyyouytook?y
Andyitywasylikeyayturningypoint.yMathyisyhisyfavoriteypartyofy
theyday,yandyit’syspillingyoveryintoyreadingyandyscience.”

Theyquietykids,yeasilyyoverlooked,yoftenyturnyoutytoyhavey
evenymoreypressingyneeds.yReadingyBuddyyVanessayDabel,y
22,yhadyalreadyybeenyassignedyfourystudentsywhenyanothery
girlyaskedyheryforyhelp.y“Sheywasyhavingyaylotyofytroubley
withywriting,”yDabelysays.y“Sheyknockedyonyheryheadywithy

TheyZankelyUrbanyFellowship
The sToryTellerProbing student experience through research and oral 

The fuTurisTUsing past experience to help shape the future

The eThnographerLinking Appalachia and aca-demia while staying true to 

The illuminaTorBridging time and culture through teaching art

The philosopherIntroducing teens to Plato and Aristotle after school

The visionaryLooking beyond the minority myth to help asian youth
The maThemaTicianEnsuring that minority stu-dents pursue the study of 

The invesTorGiving back by teaching  struggling students

The fuTurisTUsing past experience to help shape the future
The dreamerFinding a balance between bring an educator and an 

The musicianTeaching the value of prac-ticing and making perfect

The dreamerFinding a balance between bring an educator and an 
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B e I n G  T h e R e   Jondou Chen (back row, right) with students at Riker’s.
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heryhandyandysaidy‘There’synothingyinymyybrain.yIfyyouycuty
ityopenyyouywon’tyfindyanything.’”yDabelyaddedytheygirlytoy
heryBuddyylistyandysoonydiscoveredythatytheyrealyproblemsy
wereygoingyonyatyhome.ySheyfocusedyonyself-esteem,ytellingy
theygirlytoysityupystraightyinyclassyandytoystandyinyfrontyofythey
mirroryandytellyherselfysheywasysmartyandybeautiful.yByythey
endyofytheysemester,yDabelysays,ytheygirlyhadybegunyaddingy
newyadjectivesytoytheylistyassignedybyytheyteacher:ywordsy
suchyasysmart,yintelligent,ybeautiful,ysophisticated.

“It’synotyjustyaboutyteachingythemythatythreeyplusythreey
equalsysix,”yDabelysays.y“It’syreallyyaboutybuildingyrelation-
shipsysoythatyyouycanygetytoyknowytheystudent.yBecauseyyouy
don’tyknowywhatytheyydon’tyknowyifyyouydon’tyknowythem.”y

ButywhileyFellowsyoftenyworkythroughyone-on-oney
interaction,ytheyycontributeytoyoverallyschoolyimprove-
mentyasywell.yAtyHeritageySchoolylastyyear,ytheyTCyreadingy
specialists,yasypartyofytheirymaster’sytheses,ycontributedy
insightsyaboutyteachingyliteracyygleanedyfromytheiryexpe-
riences.yThisyyear’syspecialists,yTinayKafkayandyJilliany
Richards,yhaveybuiltyonythatywork.yAndytheyFellows,ywhoy
hailyfromyallyareasyofytheyCollege,yengageyinyaysharingyofy
knowledgeywithyoneyanother.yy

y“It’sygreat,ybecauseyifyweywereyallycomingyfromytheysamey
program,ynoyoneywouldybeybringingyanythingynewytoythey
table,”ysaysyMeghanyChidsey,yanyanthropologyyandyeducationy
Ed.D.ystudentywhoywillybecomeyayZankelyFellowynextyyear.y

Ofycourse,ythere’syoneyotherymajorybenefitythatygoesywithy
theyfellowship:ytheystipend.y“Iyprobablyywouldn’tyhaveybeeny
ableytoycomeytoyTCyifyIydidn’tygetythisygrant,”ysaidyNatashay
Bogopolskaya,yayMathyBuddyyconcentratingyinychildypsy-
chology.y“IyloveywhatyI’mydoing,yandyI’mygladythatywithythaty
moneyycomesyaytaskythatyIyenjoy.”

Yetymostystudentsysayythey’dydoytheyprogramyasyunpaidy
volunteers.y“TheyZankelyFellowsyareynotyinyityforytheygranty
money,”ysaysySusanyMasullo,yaylectureryinytheyreadingyspe-
cialistyprogramywhoyactsyasytheyHeritageyfellows’ysponsor.y
“They’reythereyreallyytoyhelpytheykids.”yy

Andytoyenjoyysomethingyelseythat’syequallyyprecious,yasywell.y
y“Foryme,ytheybiggestybenefityhasyreallyybeenyfromyindi-

vidualyconnectionsyI’veymadeywithytheykids,”ysaysyKafka,y
theyreadingyspecialistyatyHeritageySchool,ywhoyservedyasyay
teacheryinyCaliforniaybeforeycomingytoyTC.y“Especiallyythey
onesywhoyareydifficult,”

Kafkayhasybeenyparticularlyyencouragedybyyherysuccessy
inybreakingytheyiceywithyayninthygradeygirlywhoyhasypre-
sentedyaynumberyofybehavioryproblems.yRecently,ygivenyay
chanceytoyspendytimeywithyKafkayandyothersyinyayspecialy
separateygroupyinytheylibrary,ytheygirlynotyonlyyacceptedy
butyalsoyuncharacteristicallyycompletedyayrequiredyassign-
ment—ywritingythreeysentences.yy“I’llybeysittingynextytoy
her—sheyhasytheseybigyhands—andyshe’llyjustytapythey
middleyofytheybackyofymyyhand,”yKafkaysays.y“She’symakingy
ayconnectionywithymeyandyIycan’tymakeyaybigydealyofyit,yy
butyIyknow.”y

Foryothers,ytheyZankelyexperienceymayyevenybeyayy
careerychanger.y

“IyneverythoughtyI’dywantytoyworkyinyayhighyschool,y
andynowyIythinkyIymight,”ysaysyreadingyspecialistyJilliany
Richards.y“Ityhasn’tyscaredymeyaway.”yy

yTheyZankelyFellowsyareynoty
inyityforytheymoney.yThey’reytherey
reallyytoyhelpytheykids.

~  S u S A n  M A S u L LO ,  L e C T u R e R ,  
TC  R e A d I n G  S P e C I A L I ST  P R O G R A M

G O O d  B u d d I e S  Josh Tecchio, Natasha Bogopolskaya, 
vanessa Dabel and Meghan Chidsey.



Finding data in Students’ Stories
Through research and oral history, JoNDoU cheN is probing the experiences  

of students from different backgrounds 
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Jondou Chen straddles multiple worlds. As a doctoral 
student in Developmental Psychology and Director 
of TC’s Student Press Initiative (SPI), he is both an  

academic and a practitioner, a researcher and a teacher, 
and a quantitative and qualitative assessor of classrooms 
and the world. As the son of immigrant parents, he lives 
at the intersection of his Taiwanese heritage and his 
American upbringing.

Chen, who is also a graduate research fellow at the National 
Center for Children and Families (NCCF), and an adjunct 
instructor and master’s adviser in the Developmental 
Psychology program, wouldn’t have it any other way. He 
grew up as an English language learner in San Diego, where 
“this idea of walking in two worlds is both challenging  
and quintessential.” 

SPI was started in 2002 by then-TC student Erick Gordon 
and Chen’s mentor, faculty member Ruth vinz, TC’s program 
coordinator for English Education. It is a professional devel-
opment program that helps teachers incorporate oral histo-
ries, writing and publishing in their instruction. It is based 
on the premise that academically challenged students gain 
power, confidence and determination to stay in school when 
they are able to write and publish their own stories.

As a Zankel Fellow at SPI, Chen came to understand that the 
stories of students from lower socioeconomic status homes 
could shape a question he was trying to answer through his 
research. “Drug use and divorce rates were just as high in la 
Jolla [an affluent neighborhood of San Diego] as in inner-
city Boston,” Chen says. But student outcomes are better in 
la Jolla, so, he says, “I wanted to find out whether there was 
something protective about coming from a high socioeco-
nomic status. I loved the research, but I was missing that 
interaction with the communities.”

Chen’s quantitative research at NCCF explores how neigh-
borhood characteristics predict outcomes, such as gradu-
ation rates. 

As Director of SPI, he conducts research that is exclusively 
qualitative—which is to say, he observes, listens and inter-
acts. The intersection of the quantitative and qualitative 
is, in Chen’s opinion, the best part of his work. And, he 
says, it represents the future of TC and education itself.

“We are constantly asking, ‘What is the cutting edge of edu-
cation?’” Chen says. “There is this sense of constant evolu-
tion. That is what you get when you’re at a place like TC.”

— Patricia Lamiell

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R
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yA nuanced dialogue on 
education has to go beyond 
philosophy. We want to get the 
kids thinking broadly and deeply 
about all subjects.

T he poet Kahlil Gibran said that “a teacher can only 
lead you to the threshold of your own mind.”

Timothy Ignaffo, a student in TC’s Philosophy and 
Education program, believes philosophy is the perfect tool 
for leading middle and high school students to that thresh-
old. Adolescence is a time for exploring life’s larger mean-
ing, and students find their own questions reflected in 
Aristotle, Plato and Kant. 

In 2009 Ignaffo—a former English language arts teacher 
who co-majored in philosophy as an undergraduate—
joined forces with fellow Philosophy and Education doc-
toral student Guillermo Marini and Columbia University 
doctoral student Michael Seifried to launch the Philosophy 
outreach Program. 

Funded by the Squire Foundation and TC’s Provost’s 
Investment Fund, the program provides after-school phi-
losophy instruction to students at a half-dozen New York 
City public schools through text-based discussion groups 
and occasional guest lectures. 

The centerpiece of the program is a collaboration with 
Columbia Secondary School (CSS), a middle and high school 
three blocks from TC where Philosophy and Education gradu-
ate students gain experience teaching actual philosophy 
courses. Ignaffo recently helped orchestrate two exciting 

developments at CSS: the Fellows Program at CSS, which 
provides stipends for Columbia and TC students who teach at 
the school; and Transitional C certification for students who 
have taught for at least one semester at CSS, which counts 
their work with the program as student teaching hours and 
ultimately enables them to work as classroom teachers. 

Ignaffo’s vision for the program continues to grow. He and 
his colleagues are working to establish a nonprofit, tenta-
tively called The Center for Humanistic and Philosophical 
Education, through which graduate students would intro-
duce other disciplines in public schools. 

Meanwhile, momentum for pre-collegiate philosophy is also 
growing, a development in which Ignaffo and his colleagues 
have had a direct hand. In october 2010, they organized a 
national conference at TC that brought together more than 
180 philosophy-minded educators and students from top 
institutions, including Yale and the University of Arizona. 

According to Ignaffo, who is also Program Manager/Field 
Coordinator for TC’s Early Childhood Education Program, the 
conference proved that “there really is a need for sharing 
resources and creating a larger network.” 

“A nuanced dialogue on education has to go beyond phi-
losophy,” he says. “We want to get the kids thinking broadly 
and deeply about all subjects. This is a holistic endeavor.” 

— Suzanne Guillette

After School, With Plato and Aristotle
TiM igNaFFo and friends are introducing teens to philosophy

T H E  P H I l o S o P H E R
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T he summer after college, Katy De la Garza considered 
a banking career “for about a second” before heading 
for China, where she taught as a volunteer.  

“People were materially poor but spiritually rich,” recalls 
De la Garza, 35, now a TC doctoral student in comparative 
and international education. “I got sick a lot, but the kids 
were amazing. one of them asked me, ‘Who’s Jesus?’ It really 
brought home that half the world doesn’t live like you do.”

De la Garza has applied that perspective ever since, 
working in some of the poorest rural areas of Mexico and 
her home country, Costa Rica. She has approached each 
assignment with humility and even wonder toward the 
local culture. 

In 2002, right after graduating from Columbia’s School of 
International and Public Affairs, De la Garza helped launch 
a microfinance project in central Mexico that disbursed 
small loans and provided training to groups of local women.   

“There was so much domestic violence there,” she recalls. 
“There was one woman with ten children who was abused 
by her husband. But whenever you saw her, she was always 
smiling, and she walked with such strength. She used her 
loan to start a cooking business, and the work made her 
happy. It made me see there are so many ways of turning 
your life around.”

De la Garza credits her parents for teaching her to respect 
others. Her father, who was born in Mexico, ran away to the 
United States at age 13.  

“He went back to finish primary school in his sixties, but 
he was a self-made man who believed in helping others,”  

she says. “He used to say, learn to eat caviar and learn to 
eat black beans, but especially enjoy the beans, because 
that’s what life gives you most of the time.”

De la Garza came to TC after managing the Nature 
Conservancy in Costa Rica. “Everyone talks about leaving 
a better planet for our children, but I realized we need to 
leave better children for our planet. That is where educa-
tion is key!”

At TC, De la Garza is researching education and gender 
relations in rural areas. This summer, she’ll observe a 
bilingual education project in Guatemala that’s trying to 
combat illiteracy among indigenous children. It’s clear she’s 
absorbed as a researcher, but you get the feeling she’d be 
going anyway.  

“In rural places, you see people without so many masks,” 
she says. “They remind you not to sweat the small stuff.”  

— Joe Levine

Seeing how Others Live
In projects in impoverished areas of Mexico and Costa Rica,  

KaTY De la garza has learned as much as she’s taught  

T H E  T R A v E l E R

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R

yEveryone talks about leaving 
a better planet for our children, 
but I realized we need to leave 
better children for our planet. 
That is where education is key!

T c  T O D A Y l s p r i n g  2 0 1 1  4 3
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mongyTomyChandler’syheroesyisythey19thy
centuryyEnglishyphysicianyJohnySnow,y

oneyofytheyfathersyofytheyfieldyofyepidemiology.yIny1854—
nearlyyaydecadeybeforeytheyadventyofygermytheory,ywheny
peopleystillythoughtydiseasesywereycausedybyyay“miasma”yofy
foulyair—SnowytracedyaycholerayoutbreakyinytheycityyofySohoy
toyspecificycontaminatedywaterypumps.y

“Byyusingyaymapyofytheycity’sypumpsyandylookingyaty
whereypeopleywereydying,yheyfiguredyoutythatyitywasyayy
water-borneydisease,ynotyairborne,”ysaysyChandlery(Ph.D.,y
’09,yM.A.,y’00).y“Ityreallyyillustratesyhowyaymapycanyy
solveyproblems.”

SolvingyproblemsywithymapsyisyChandler’syownyforte.y
AsyayresearchyassociateyatytheyNationalyCenteryforyDisastery
Preparednessy(NCDP)yaty
Columbia’syMailmanySchooly
ofyPublicyHealth,yheyspendsy
hisydaysyanalyzingynaturaly
andyhumanydisasters—fromy
HurricaneyKatrinaytoylasty
year’syearthquakeyinyHaiti,ytoy
theyrecentycatastrophicyeventsy
inyJapanythatyhaveyresultedyiny
partialynuclearymeltdown—
andytheygeographicalyfactorsy
thatyoftenyhelpysetythemyiny
motionyorydetermineytheiry
ultimateyoutcome.yBoyishy
looking,ywithyglassesyandy
unrulyybrownyhair,yChandlery
projectsytheyfriendlyypolitenessy
ofyanyEagleyScout—whichycany

makeyityallytheymoreyjarringywhenyheytalksyaboutyrunningy
computer-simulationsyofy10-kilotonynuclearyexplosionsy
inyNewyYorkyCity.yButythereymayybeyfewypeopleybettery
equippedytoythinkyaboutyforestallingyorymitigatingysuchyhor-
rificywhat-ifs.

“I’veyalwaysybeenyinterestedyinyhowytoytakeycomputery
technologiesyandyenhanceytheywaysythatyinformationycany
beyvisualized,”yheysays.y“Sincey9/11,yI’veyfocusedyonyhowy
programsycanyhighlightytheyspecificyneedsyofycommunitiesy
duringydisasters.”yy

Theypastyfiveyyearsyhaveybroughtyayquantumyleapyinysuchy
technologies—mostynotablyyGoogleyEarth,ywhich,ythroughy
satelliteyandyaerialyphotography,yenablesyviewersytoyseeydetailsy
asysmallyasyspecificystreetsyandyhouses;yandyreal-timeygeograph-

icyinformation,ysuchyasypublicy
health,yweatheryandytrafficydatay
which,yasytheycompanyyitselfy
putsyit,y“revealyrelationships,y
patterns,yandytrends.”yGoogley
Earth,ylaunchedyrightybeforey
HurricaneyKatrina,yhelpedy
manyysurvivorsydeterminey
whetherytheiryhomesywereyy
stillystanding.y

Aysimilarytechnology,y
deployedyinyHaitiyimmediatelyy
followingytheyearthquake,ypin-
pointedytheylargestyconcentra-
tionsyofyrubble,yhelpingyrescuey
workersymakeytheymostyofythey
72-houryperiodyknownyasythey
maximumysurvivalywindow.y

P I n P O I n T I n G  A n  O u T B R e A K  An original map of an 
1854 cholera outbreak in Soho,  made by the epidemiolo-
gist John Snow.

Ony
Locationy

For disaster preparedness researcher Tom Chandler,  
geography is a key variable in the survival equation

by Joe Levine

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  S A M A N T H A  I S o M
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Chandler,ywhoseyfatherywasyayphotoyengraver,ystudiedy
theseytoolsyasyaymaster’sydegreeystudentyinyTC’syMath,y
Sciencey&yTechnologyyDepartment,yandyheyteachesyay
courseyatytheyCollegeyonygeospatialytechnologies.yForylighty
reading,yheystillyabsorbsybooksylikeyThe Visual Display of 
Quantitative Information,ybyytheypoliticalyscientistyandystat-
isticianyEdwardyTufte.yButyheycameytoyhisypresentyjobyviay
otheryinterests,yasywell.yWhileyearningyaysecondydegreey
atytheyCollegeyinySocialyStudiesyandyEducation,yheyco-
authoredyaychapteryinyTC’synationallyyacclaimedy“Teachingy
The Levees”ycurriculum,ywhichyexploresycivicyissuesyraisedy
byyHurricaneyKatrinayandyitsyaftermath.yTitledy“AySenseyofy
Place,yaySenseyofyHome:yUsingyGeographyytoyUnderstandy
theyLeveesyCatastrophe,”ytheychapterytakesyasyitsystartingy
pointytheycommentymadeynotylongyafteryKatrinaybyythen-
SpeakeryofytheyHouseyDennisyHastertythaty“itylooksylikeyay
lotyofythatyplaceycouldybeybulldozed.”yItyposesytheycentraly
question,y“GivenyNewyOrleans’ygeographyyandyhistoryyofy
neglectyofyitsyinfrastructureyandynaturalyresources,yshouldy
theycityybeyrebuilt?yAndyifyso,ywhoygetsytoydecide?”yInyoney
exercise,ystudentsyareyprovidedywithyanyactualyArmyyCorpsy
ofyEngineersymemoyinywhichytheyBushyAdministrationy
isycitedyforyinsufficientlyyfundingytheycompletionyofyfloody
protectionyforyNewyOrleans.yInyanother,ytheyygrappleywithy
whetheryAmericanycitizensycanybeyaccordedyrefugeeystatusy
inytheiryownycountry.y

SuchyquestionsyshapeyChandler’sycurrentywork.yLikeyhisy
boss,yNCDPyfoundingyDirectoryIrwinyRedlener,yChandlery
isyparticularlyyconcernedywithyprotectingytheymostyvulner-
ableypopulations—children,ytheyveryypooryandytheyelderlyy
—whoyoftenyfaceyincreasedyriskysimplyybyyvirtueyofywherey
theyylive.yNewyOrleans’yNinthyWard,yhomeytoytheycity’sy
poorestycitizens,yisyalsoyinytheymostylow-lyingyarea,ymak-
ingyityayprimeytargetyforyflooding.yInyHaiti,ytheyshantyy
towns—denselyypackedywithylooselyyconstructed,ymakeshifty
structures—wereyaydeathytrapywaitingytoyhappen.yAndyay

 I T  C A n  h A P P e n  h e R e  Above: The 
1918 influenza ward at Camp Funston, 
Kansas. Bottom: Aerial view of New 
orleans after Hurricane Katrina.

P H o T o  ( T 0 P )  C o U R T E S Y  o F  T H E  N A T I o N A l  M U S E U M  o F  H E A l T H  A N D  M E D I C I N E ; 
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yAmericansyhaveythey
expectationythatyanyambulancey
willycomeywithinyaythree-dayy
period,ybutyitymayynotycomeyfory
threeyweeksyoryatyall.

cholerayoutbreaky
occurredyaftery
theyearthquakey
primarilyy
becauseymosty
ofytheynation’sy
populationy
lackyaccessytoy
anyykindyofy
healthycareyser-
vicesy(andyalso,y
ityseems,ybecausey
ofyaynewystrainy
ofytheydiseasey
unwittinglyybroughtyinybyyforeignyreliefyworkers).y

Yetyforyallytheydeathsyandydamageywroughtybyyviolenty
disasters,yChandlerybelievesythatyinfectiousydisease—aris-
ingyinytheywakeyofytheseyeventsyoryasyepidemicsytriggeredybyy
otheryfactors—mayyposeytheygreatestythreat.y

“Theyworldyhasyseenyanyenormousypopulationyincreasey
overyayveryyshortyperiod—thereywillybeynineybillionypeopley
onytheyplanetybyy2050,”yheysays.y“Moreyandymoreypeopley
areymigratingyfromytheydevelopingytoytheydevelopedyworld,y
andyviceyversa,ywhichyisyacceleratingytheyspreadyofymicrobes.y
There’syincreasedyurbanizationyintoypreviouslyyruralyareas.y
Andythereyareygrowingyconcernsyaboutyclimateychangeyandy
howythatywillyimpactytheybreedingypatternsyofyvariousytypesy
ofyrodentsyandyinsectsythatycarryydisease.”

Again,ysocietalyinequitiesyincreaseytheythreatytoythey
mostyvulnerableypopulationsyatyrisk—butytheyythreateny
everyoneyelse,ytoo.y

“Whenyanyysegmentyofytheypopulationygoesyuntreated,y
everyoneyisyendangered,”yChandlerysays.y“DuringytheyH1N1y
outbreakyinytheyUnitedyStatesytwoyyearsyago,ymanyyundocu-
mentedyworkersywereyafraidytoygoytoyhealthycareyfacilitiesy
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becauseytheyywereyworriedyaboutybeingyturnedyinyandy
deported.yButyvirusesydon’tycareyaboutybordersyandycitizen-
shipypapers.yThey’reyjustylookingyforyaynewyhost.”y

Whenytheyyfindyone,ytheyreachycanyextendyfarybeyondy
theyimpactyofyayquakeyoryaytsunami,yandytheyafter-shocksycany
goyonyforyfarylonger.yOneyofytheyworstydisastersyofythey20thy
century,yforyexample,ywasythey1918yfluypandemic,ywhichy
killedyapproximatelyy40ymillionypeopleyworldwideyatyaytimey
whenyairytravelywasyonlyyinyitsyinfancy.

“Aylotyofyresearchysuggestsythatyaynewystrainyofyinfluenzay
couldyhappenysoon,”yChandlerysays,y“soywe’veygotytoythinky
aboutytheyramifications.”yAgain,yissuesyofysocialyvulnerabilityy
wouldybeyfrontyandycenter.y“Howymanyypeopleywouldyhavey
accessytoyrespirators,yorytoyTamifluyandyotherymedicines?y
Wouldyhealthyinsuranceybeyneededytoygetythoseythings,yandy
howymanyypeopleywouldyhaveyit?”

Thinkingyaboutytheseythingsyisyscary—butynotythinkingy
aboutythem,yinyChandler’syview,yisyaylotyscarier.yAsybadyasy
theyrecentydisasteryinyJapanyhasybeen,yitywouldylikelyyhavey
beenyfaryworseyifyJapanywasn’tyayworldyleaderyinyprepared-
ness,ywithyanyearthquakeyearlyywarningysystem,yayK–12y
curriculumythatyincludesytsunamiyevacuationyproceduresy
andyayclearlyyestablishedyincidentycommandysystemywithy
proceduresyforydebrisyremoval,yprovisionyofyshelteryandy
otherycriticalyneeds.yByycontrast,yChandlerysays,yU.S.yreadi-

P R e V I e W I n G  d I S A ST e R  A Google Earth map shows  
the potential flooding reach of Categories 1, 2, 3 and  
4 hurricanes in New York City.

P H o T o  C o U R T E S Y  o F  K l A U S  J A C o B ,  S I P A ,  C o l U M B I A  U N I v E R S I T Y

OnyLocation

nessyandycapabilitiesyareyprettyymuchystillywhereytheyywerey
duringyHurricaneyKatrina.

“Anyeffectiveyresponseyinvolvesyextensiveyplanning,y
investmentyinypreparedness,ycoordinatedyleadership,yinte-
grationywithytheyprivateysectoryandyvolunteeryorganizations,”y
heysays.y“TheyU.S.yhasyaylongywayytoygoyinyallythoseyareas,y
andyinytheycurrentyeconomicyclimate,ystatesyareycuttingytheiry
budgetsyforytheseykindsyofyefforts.”

NCDP,yforyitsypart,yisytryingytoyjump-startytheyconver-
sationybyylookingyatytheypotentialyimpactyofyissuesysuchyasy
climateychange.y“Weytalkytoytheyinsuranceyindustry,ywhichy
isyfurtheryalongyinyitsythinkingythanymanyycountyyandystatey
governments,”yChandlerysays.y“They’veyhelpedyusyamassy
geographicydatayonytheyhotyzonesyforydifferentytypesyofyrisk,y
andytheyurbanyareasythatyareymostysusceptibleytoysea-levely
rise—Houston,yMiami,yNewyYorkyCity.”

Individualsyneedytoythinkyaboutysuchydangersyasymuchy
asytheygovernmentydoes,yChandlerysays—butythere,ytoo,ythey
pictureyisynotyencouraging.yy

“There’synotyalwaysyaysenseyofyself-reliance.yStudiesywe’vey
doneyshowythat,yregardlessyofytheytypeyofydisaster,yAmericansy
haveytheyexpectationythatyanyambulanceywillycomeywithinyay
three-dayyperiod,ybutyinyaylotyofytheseymajorydisasters,yitymayy
notycomeyforythreeyweeksyoryatyall.yThere’synotyayrealizationy
thatyresourcesyareylimited.yPeopleyneedytoydevelopyemergencyy
plansyaboutywhereytoymeet,yandytheyyneedytoyhaveyenoughy
food,ywateryandymedicinesyreadyyforyatyleastythreeydays.”

Ultimately,yeducationyisytheykey—andytoythatyend,y
NCDP,ywithyTeachersyCollegeyasyaypartner,yrecentlyy
receivedyfederalyfundingytoyactyasyoneyofy14yuniversity-basedy
regionalydisasteryplanningycentersynationwide.yTheyCollege’sy
EdLab,yayunitywithinytheyGottesmanyLibraries,yisydevelopingy
preparednessytrainingymaterialsyforypublicyhealthyworkers,y
and,yinyanyactualydisaster,ywouldyprovideyayfacilityytoycreatey
messagingytoytheypublic.y

It’syayscaryyworld,ybutyChandleryseesyplentyyofyreasonsyfory
hope,ytoo.yDuringy9/11yandyagainyduringytheyblackoutyayfewy
yearsylater,yNewyYorkersydemonstratedyresilienceyandycourage.y
AverageycitizensymountedyboatyrescueyeffortsyinyNewyYorky
Harbor,ydirectedytrafficyandygenerallyyroseytoytheyoccasion.y

“I’llytakeymyychancesyhere,”yheysays.y
For information about personal disaster preparedness, see a brochure 
developed by NCDP and the Children’s Health Fund at  
http://bit.ly/eZ7t0o. NCDP also developed a “Preparedness 
Wizard,” accessible at http://bit.ly/eFTdux, for a customized plan.
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woy yearsyago,ywhenyHeatheryHainesy(M.A.,y’09)y
wasynamedyprincipalyofyaytroubledycharteryschoolyony
Chicago’sySouthySide,ysheyfacedyproblemsyonyeveryy

front,yincludingystudentydiscipline,yclassroomyrigory
andystudentyachievement.y

Itywasyayformidableychallenge,yevenyforyayveteranyadmin-
istrator—andyHaines,ywhoywasyjusty29,yhadyneveryrunyay
schoolybefore.yStill,ysheyconsideredyherselfywellypreparedyfory
theyjob.yAyyearyearlier,yHainesyhadycompletedyTC’syhighlyy
regardedySummeryPrincipalsyAcademyy(SPA),ywhereyshey
learnedystrategiesyspecificallyydesignedyforytheyarduousypro-
cessyofyturningyaroundyhigh-needyschoolsyinycrisis.y

Overy14ymonthsythatyincludedytwoyfive-weekysum-
mersyinyresidenceyatyTC,yHainesyandyherycohortyfocusedyony
everythingyfromyrethinkingyayschool’symissionytoyrebuild-
ingycurriculayaimedyatypreparingystudentsyforysuccessyiny
higheryeducationyandytheyworkyforce.ySheyhasychanneledy
lessonsyfromyallyofythoseyareasyintoyherydailyymanagementyofy

heryschool,yevenyrenamingytheyinstitutionytheyPerspectivey
LeadershipyAcademy.

“Weylearnedyaboutyhavingyayvisionyandymanagingy
change,”yHainesysays.y“Thereywereystudentsyandystaffyupsety
aboutytheychange,ysoyIyhadytoyhelpymanageythoseyemotions.”

Sinceyitsyfoundingyiny2004,ySPAyhasygrownytoyincludey
moreythany90ystudentsyperycohortyandybyytheyendyofythisy
summerywillyhaveynearlyy400yalumni—overyhalfyinyleader-
shipyrolesyatyschoolsyaroundytheycountry.y

“WeybelieveySPAyisymodelingyhowytoyprepareyleadersy
fory21stycenturyyschools,ywhichytypicallyyareysmaller,ymorey
academicallyyfocused,yandymoreyethnicallyyandycultur-
allyydiverse,”ysaysySPAyfoundingyDirectoryCraigyRichards,y
ProfessoryofyEducation.y“Theyprincipal’syjobytodayydemandsy
idealism,yenergy,ystrongysocialyandyentrepreneurialyinstincts,y
ayfacilityywithytechnology,yaycomfortylevelywithyaccountabil-
ityyandyongoingychange,yandyaboveyall,yanyinneryurgencyytoy
improveychildren’sylifeychances.”y

ReadyytoyEnterytheyBuilding
TC’s Summer Principals Academy is breaking new ground in preparing  21st century school leaders

by David McKay Wilson

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  H E A T H E R  v A N  U x E M
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WhileymanyySPAystudentsyareyinytheiry30s,ytwo-thirdsy
alreadyyhaveyaymaster’sydegree.yLikeyHeatheryHaines,ymanyy
haveycomeytoyTCyayfewyyearsyafterytheiryexperiencesyinyTeachy
ForyAmericay(TFA),yayprogramythatyrecruitsynon-educationy
majorsyfromyuniversitiesyacrossytheycountryyandytrainsythemy
inyurbanyandyruralyschoolsywithyhighyneeds.yAmongythisy
summer’sycohortyofy92yadmittedystudents,y30ywereyTFAy
corpsymembers.y

CourtneyyRusselly(M.A.,’08)yfoundingyPrincipalyofythey
MetropolitanyLighthouseyCharterySchoolyinytheyBronx,ybegany
heryteachingycareerywithyTFAyinyAtlanta.yAfteryfouryyearsy
inytheyclassroom,ysheyenrolledyinySPAytoymakeytheyleapyintoy
educationalyleadership.yLastyyear,yRussellywasytappedytoybeythey
foundingyprincipalyofyayBronxystart-upyschoolylaunchedybyy
LighthouseyAcademies,yayTFAypartneryorganization.

Thisysummer’syincomingySPAycohortywillyincludey
nineyeducatorsyfromyIndianapolis,ywhoywillyarriveyiny
MorningsideyHeightsythroughyaypartnershipyinvolvingy
TFA,yIndianapolisyPublicySchoolsyandyTheyMindyTrust,y
anyIndianaynonprofityorganizationythatysupportsyeducationy
innovationyandyreform.yy

Meanwhile,yRichardsyisyworkingytoyestablishyaySPA-
SouthyatyTulaneyUniversityyinyNewyOrleansybyy2012.

“Weywantytoykeepyouryhomeyaudienceyhappyywithy
highlyyqualifiedyapplicationsyfromyNewyYorkyCity,ybuty
we’dyalsoylikeytoyserveyeducatorsyaroundytheycountry,”yhey
says.y“TheydemandyforySPAyisyoutstrippingyourycapacityytoy
respond.yWeyhaveyaystrongyalumniybaseyinytheySouth,yandy
publicyschoolsythereyareyalsoyonyaydifferentycalendar,ysoyhav-
ingyaySPA-Southymakesysenseyforyus.”yy

SPA’sylearningyframeworkybreaksydownyleadershipyskillsy
intoyfouryclusters:yleadershipycompetencies,ymanagerialy
competencies,yadultyprofessionalydevelopment,yandycurricu-
lumyandysupervision.y

Professionalydevelopmentycanybeyaykeyyelementyiny
yschoolyreformyefforts,yasyteachersylearnynewywaysytoyy
engageystudents.y

“Anyadult’syworld-viewyisyalreadyyset,ytoyaycertainyextent,y
soytheyyareynotyasyflexibleyoryfluidyasychildren,”ysaysyCeciliay
Jacksony(M.A.,y’07),yfoundingyPrincipalyatyPioneeryAcademyy
inyCorona,yQueens.y“Youyneedytoyunderstandythatydifferenty
peopleylearnyinydifferentyways,yandyyouyhaveytoyfigureyouty
whatymotivatesythem.”

Indeed,yRichardsybelievesythat,ywithyissuesyrangingyfromy
transportationyandynutritionytoypedagogyyandytheywell-
beingyofyhundredsyofyyoungsters,yrunningyayschoolycanybey
moreycomplexythanyrunningyaybusiness.yy

“Whileyaygoodyteacherycountsytheymost,yit’sygoodyleader-
shipythatyenablesytheyteachers,”ysaysyRichards.y“Ifyyouydon’ty
haveyaysystemyinyplaceythatyholdsytheyteachersyandytheirystu-
dentsyinyaystrongylearningycommunity,ythenytheypotentialyofy
theystudentyandyteacheryisywasted.”

ForyeachySPAycohort’syculminatingyproject,yteamsyofy
studentsydesignyaynewyschool—fromyvisionyandymissionytoy
staffingyandyaccountability.yTheyworkyisynoymereyexercise,y
havingyspawnedyseveralyactualynewyschools—includingy

P H o T o G R A P H  ( T o P )  B Y  S A M A N T H A  I S o M
P H o T o G R A P H  ( B o T T o M )  B Y  H E A T H E R  v A N  U x E M

C A P T I O n   Courtney Russell enrolled in SPA to make the leap 
into educational leadership.

P R e A C h I n G  L e A d e R S h I P  Richards says it all starts with 
the principal.

I n  T R A I n I n G  Principals work in groups on projects  
such as designing new schools. opposite: SPA graduate 
 Sarah Rose at TC.
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PioneeryAcademy,ywhichyJacksonyproposed.yHeryassistanty
principalyatytheyschoolyisySPAyclassmateyStephenyEarlyy
(M.A.,’07).y

TheypresentationsyforytheynewyschoolsyareymadeyinyTC’sy
CowinyConferenceycenter,yinyfrontyofyhundredsyofyTCystu-
dentsyandyfacultyyandyaypanelyofyexpertyjudges.

AmongytheypanelistsyforytheypastythreeyyearsywasyEricy
Nadelsterny(M.A.,y’73),ythenyDeputyyChancelloryforythey
NewyYorkyCityyDepartmentyofyEducation’syDivisionyofy
SchoolySupportyandyInstruction.yNadelsternyretiredythisy
springyaftery39yyearsyinytheycity’syschoolsyandywillybeyteach-
ingycoursesyonycurriculumyandysupervisionyatythisysummer’sy
SPAysession.y

“WeyfoundyinyNewyYorkyCityythatyitywasymuchymorey
productiveytoyreplaceylarge,yfailedyschoolsywithynew,ysmally
schools,”ysaysyNadelstern.yy“That’sypreciselyywhatySPAyisy
trainingytheseyeducatorsytoydo.”

Withyallytheyresponsibilityyheapedyonyayprincipal’syshoul-
ders,ySPAyalsoyprovidesyself-awarenessytraining,ywhichyteachesy
studentsyhowytoyuseytheiryselfyawarenessytoydiscernytheyrighty
actionsytoytakeyinyanyygivenymoment.yTheykeyymessage:ytherey
areytimesywhenyit’syimportantytoylookydeeperythanyone’syintel-
lect,yandytoyreflectyonyone’syexperienceyinytheymoment.y

ForyStephenyChigery(M.A.,y’10),yanyinstructionalyleadery
inyEnglishyatyNewark’syNorthyStaryAcademy,ythat’symeanty
confrontingyhisyownytendencyytoyavoidyconflict,ywhichy
reflectsyaybeliefythatyorganizationsyrunybetteryifydifferencesy
aren’tyaired.yChigerysaysyheyhasycomeytoyrealizeythatyay
respectfulydiscussionyofyopposingyviewpointsycanyproducey
newypathwaysyforyprogress.y

“I’veylearnedytoyapproachyconflictyinynewywaysyandybey
lessyafraidyofyit,”ysaysyChiger.y“NowyIyreframeyityandyseeythaty
conflictycanybeyayplaceyforyorganizationalygrowth.”y

yWeyfoundyinyNewyYorky
Cityythatyitywasymuchymorey
productiveytoyreplaceylarge,yfailedy
schoolsywithynew,ysmallyschools.y
That’sypreciselyywhatySPAyisy
trainingytheseyeducatorsytoydo.

~  e R I C  n A d e L S T e R n

O n  P R I n C I PA L  Noble leadership Academy Principal 
Ammany Khattab (top) employs progressive teaching 
ideas in a traditional environment.
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Faith, in Society
Ammany Khattab has created a vibrant school that’s bringing Muslim education into the 21st century 

S chool start-ups are always an adventure—but founding and 
running an Islamic school in the United States is a challenge 
of an entirely different order. How, in a surrounding culture 

that is not always welcoming, to foster a sense of pride in Islamic 
identity and tradition? And at the same time, how to engage a secu-
lar world? 

That is the balancing act undertaken by Amanny Khattab,  
Principal of Noble leadership Academy, a private Muslim elemen-
tary and middle school in Passaic, New Jersey, that opened under 
her leadership two years ago.

“We are building a strong community here,” says Khattab, a New 
Jersey native whose father emigrated from Egypt to the United 
States. “And we want to empower our students to take on the chal-
lenge of living as young Muslims in the broader community.”

Khattab designed the school as a student at TC’s Summer Principals 
Academy (SPA) and says her success owes directly to that experi-
ence—and to the help she received at the start from SPA Director 
Craig Richards, Professor of Education, and to the recent support 
from Professor of Practice Eric Nadelstern, the former New York City 
Deputy Schools Chancellor.

Khattab had no thought of founding a school when she arrived at 
TC in July 2009. At the time, she’d just completed her second year as 
principal of a private Muslim school in New Jersey. But two weeks into 
the summer session, Khattab was approached by a group of Muslim 
parents who were determined to start a new school that September. 
They had money, enthusiasm and a potential agreement with the 
Diocese of Paterson to rent a vacant parochial school in Passaic. 
They wanted Khattab to be the founding principal.

“I’d been at SPA for all of two weeks,” recalls Khattab, herself a gradu-
ate of a Muslim high school in Teaneck, New Jersey. “I told people the 
money was there, but I needed help. Before I knew it, people had given 
me teacher handbooks and discipline procedures.”

By the second week of August, the Academy had the building, which 
needed significant repairs. The school opened on September 23, with 
90 students in kindergarten through seventh grade. 

Noble has since added an eighth-grade class and plans to expand 
to include the ninth and tenth grades in September.

“Amanny embraces the value of change as she explores new terri-
tory,” says Nadelstern, who visited Noble Academy with Richards 
in early April. “With a private religious school, it’s easy to fall into 
centuries-old patterns of how to teach. It’s remarkable to see 
how she has embraced some of the best new pedagogy without  
sacrificing culture and language development, and the complex 
issues surrounding religious ideas.”

The Academy, which will welcome 40 new students this fall, bring-
ing its enrollment to nearly 200, has broken traditional gender 
barriers by encouraging boy-girl interaction in the classroom. The 
school isn’t affiliated with a mosque and welcomes Muslims from 
all denominations. Its weekly curriculum balances core academic 
subjects with four periods each of Quran and Islamic Studies and 
five periods of Arabic. 

The school’s approach emphasizes project-based assignments, 
along with hands-on learning in science and math. In a science lab, 
for example, the students may be told the results of an experiment 
and asked to explain how they occurred.

“The idea is to teach them to think critically and understand the 
material,” Khattab says. 

In April, students in a religious studies class discussed a reading 
about the Prophet and the actions of men surrounding him. In a 
science class, fourth graders did a hands-on exercise with chunks 
of obsidian, pumice and granite to identify different types of 
rock. Students in an English class came up with synonyms for new 
vocabulary words. 

Ultimately, though, Khattab believes that building a strong school 
culture is the key to success. Sitting around the lunch table, sev-
eral Noble middle school students talked about the strong ties they 
feel to each other, their teachers and the school. They particularly 
liked the leadership training class that Khattab teaches for grades 
six to eight, in which students often grapple with issues of anti-
Muslim bias.

“We get our students to believe that being Muslim is something 
to be proud of,” says Khattab, who acknowledges that, a decade 
after 9/11, young Muslims continue to face derogatory remarks 
from some Americans. Girls who follow Muslim tradition and cover 
their hair with head scarves may also be targets of anti-Islamic 
comments. “And I remind them that there have always been groups 
in America who have been looked down upon, but that those groups 
have gotten beyond it.”

Yasmine Elfara, an eighth grader, says Khattab’s leadership class 
provides a framework for negotiating issues in society.

“Sister Amanny teaches about ethical dilemmas and how to be a 
leader when we grow up,” she says. “She’s opening us up to the 
outside world.”

Seventh grader Annisea Elliott puts it more simply: “At pub-
lic schools, you can feel like a real outsider. Here, everybody  
is together.”

— David McKay Wilson
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YuphayUdomsakdiy(M.A.,y
’60)ywasyenrolledyinyprepy
schoolyinyThailand,ypursu-

ingyherydreamytoystudyymedicine,y
whenyWorldyWaryIIybrokeyout.yHery
motherycalledyheryandysaid,y“There’sy
noyneedyforyaywomanytoybecomeyay
doctor.yComeyhome.”y

Udomsakdiyreturnedytoyhery
ruralyvillageytoyhelpyheryparentsyinyay
familyybusiness,ybutywhenyayfriendy
wroteytoytellyheryaboutyaynewynurs-
ingyschoolyestablishedybyyAmericany
doctorsyinyBangkok,ysheydidn’ty
hesitate.ySheystuffedysomeyjewelryyiny
herypocketsyand,ywithoutytellingyhery
parents,ysetyoffyforytheycity—andythey
restyofyherylife.y

Udomsakdiyhasyspentyherylifeyignoringylimitationsyothersy
haveysoughtytoyplaceyonyher.ySheybecameytheyfirstywomany
inyParliamentytoyserveyinytheycabinet,yservingyonymanyy
committeesyandyassistingyinymultipleyrewritesyofytheyThaiy

constitution;ywasynamedytheycountry’syfirstyfemaleyMinistery
ofyEducation;yandyalsoyfoundedyThailand’syfirstyhealthyedu-
cationyprogram.yAfteryheryretirementyfromypolitics,ysheywasy
electedytoyserveyasyaymemberyandytheyViceyChairmanyofythey
ConstitutionyDraftingyAssembly,yleadingytoytheycreation,yiny
1997,yofyThailand’symostydemocraticyconstitution.

Certainlyyluckyplayedyay
roleyinyherysuccess—butysoydidy
Udomsakdi’syabilityytoyturny
adversityytoyadvantage.yGirlsywerey
rarelyyallowedytoygoytoyschooly
whenysheywasygrowingyup,ybuty
becauseyheryfatherywasyill,yshey
wasysentytoystayywithyheryuncle,y
aycivilyservant,yinytheycity.yOney
day,yherycousin,yayteacher,ynoticedy
thatyUdomsakdiywasyreadingywelly
aboveyherysecondygradeylevel.y
TheycousinytookyUdomsakdiytoy
school,ywhereysheyacedyheryexams,y
wentystraightytoytheyfourthygradey
andywonyayfellowship.y

Itywasyaydemandingylife.yDaysy
beganyaty5:00ya.m.,ywhenyUdomsakdiyaccompaniedyhery
auntytoytheymarket.yReturningyhomeythreeyhoursylater,yshey
ateybreakfastybeforeyarrivingyatyschoolyjustyinytimeyforythey
nationalyflagyraising.yAfteryschool,ysheyreturnedyhome,ydidy
heryhomeworkyandyhelpedyoutywithychores.y

Butytheyexperienceyacclimatizedyherytoyhardywork,yandyalsoy
putyheryonyayfastytrackytoybeginyherycareer.yAfterygraduatingy
fromytheynursingyschool,ysheycameytoyNewyYorkyCity,ywherey
sheystudiedyforysixymonthsyatyaymidwiferyyschoolyonyMadisony
Avenue.ySheyremembersygoingytoyheryfirstybirth,yatytheypatient’sy
house:y“Theyylookedyatymeyandysaid,y‘She’sytooyyoung!’”y

AfteryayFulbrightyScholarshipyenabledyherytoyearny
heryBacheloryofyScienceydegreeyinyNursingyEducationyaty
WashingtonyMissionaryyCollegeyinyWashingtonyD.C.,y
UdomsakdiywasyacceptedytoyTeachersyCollege,ybutycouldn’ty
affordytheytuition.yFortunately,yoneyofyheryoldycolleaguesy
atytheymidwiferyyschoolyknewyofyayfoundationythatyofferedy
fundingytoyinternationalystudents.yThoughymostyscholarshipy
recipientsywereyfromyAfrica,ytheywomanyinychargeyofythey
foundationygrantedyhery$3,500yayyear.y“Iyreceivedytheychecky
immediately,”yUdomsakdiyremembers,ysmiling.

AyLife,yUnlimited
Yupha (Sookcharoen) Udomsakdi fled her life in a rural village and became Thailand’s 
Minister of Education and a leading public health advocate 

yIysaid,y‘Noymatteryhowymanyy
resourcesyyouyputyintoythey
hospital,yitydoesn’tymatteryif,yasyay
people,yweydon’tyknowyhowytoy
lookyafteryouryownyhealth.’y
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WhileyatyTC,yUdomsakdiy
metyheryhusband,yaymedicaly
doctoryandyfellowyThaiywhoy
wasyayvirologyyresearchyfellowy
atytheyRockefelleryResearchy
Center.yAfterymarryingyatythey
ThaiyembassyyinyWashington,y
D.C.,ytheycoupleyreturnedytoy
Thailand,ywhereysheybegany
workingyatyayschoolyofypublicy
health,yMahidolyUniversity.yy
Sheylikedywhatysheywasylearn-
ing,ybutyagainstytheypovertyy
andyignoranceyinyThaiyvillages,yityseemedyofylittleyvalue.y

“IyapproachedytheyDeanyandysaid,y‘Noymatteryhowymanyy
resourcesyyouyputyintoytheyhospital,yitydoesn’tymatteryif,yasyay
people,yweydon’tyknowyhowytoylookyafteryouryownyhealth.’”y
Outyofythatyconversationycameytheycountry’syfirstybachelor’sy
degreeyprogramyinyHealthyEducation,yemployingyay“prob-
lem-solvingyprocess”ydevelopedybyyUdomsakdiyinywhichy
healthyworkersytraveledytoyvillagesytoy“helpypeopleyhelpy
themselves.”yGraduatesyintegratedyhealthyeducationyintoypri-
maryyandysecondaryyschoolycurriculayacrossyThailand.

TheyprogramywasysuchyaysuccessythatyUSAIDyworkersy
filmedytheytrainingsytoyeducateyhealthyworkersyinynearbyy
countries.yIny1960,yUSAIDyandyUNICEFyestablishedy
aytrainingycenteryaffiliatedywithytheyprogramythatyisystilly
thrivingytoday.y

ThenyUdomsakdiyhityanotheryroadblock.yTheyWorldy
HealthyOrganization,ythoughyimpressedywithytheyproject,y
questionedywhetheryaynurseyshouldybeyrunningyit.yAgain,y
Udomsakdiyturnedyobstacleytoyopportunity.yNowythey

FA M I LY  T R A d I T I O n  Udomsakdi on the stairs of low library as a TC student and with her  
granddaughter, now an undergraduate at Columbia University.

AlumniyProfile

A Lu M n I  T h A I S  (and Fulbright Scholars): Udomsakdi (cen-
ter) with Porntip Kanjananiyot and Chaiwat Kaewphanngam 
at a TC alumni reception in Bangkok this past March.

motheryofytwoychildren,ysheyenlistedytheysupportyofyheryfam-
ilyyandyenrolledyatytheyUniversityyofyNorthyCarolina-Chapely
HillytoypursueyayPh.D.yinyhigheryeducationyadministration.y

BackyinyThailand,yUdomsakdiyestablishedyayfacultyyofy
SocialySciencesyandyHumanityyatyMahidolytoyteachysocial,y
economicyandypoliticalyeducation.ySheyalsoyhelpedyestablishy
theyfirstyInstituteyofyPopulationyinytheycountry.

Withythatytrackyrecord,ysheyfinallyyranyforyParliament.y
Herydecisionywasypromptedybyytheypoliticalyunrestyiny
Thailand,ywhichyhadybecomeyayconstitutionalydemoc-
racyyiny1976.yManyyofyherystudentsywereyactivelyyfight-
ingyforydemocracy,yandywhenyoneywasyshotybyyaysolider,y
Udomsakdiydecidedyitywasytimeytoygetyinvolved.yy
Sheyservedyfouryterms,yhelpingytoyreorganizeyThailand’sy
educationysystemyandyassistingyinyfouryrewritesyofythey
country’syconstitution.

Afteryayseriesyofycoupsyd’etat,yUdomsakdiydecidedytoystepy
down.ySheyworkedybrieflyyasyayconsultantyforyUNICEFyony
women’syandychildren’syhealth,yandythen,yatytheypromptingyofy
aycolleagueyfromytheyCabinet,yenteredyaynewyarena:ybusiness.y

Thatywasy22yyearsyago.yTodayyUdomsakdi,y82,yservesy
asyChairmanyofytheyBoardyofyChaophayayTerminaly
International,yaycompanyythatymanagesyaycontaineryportyiny
SongkhlaythatyshipsycargoytoytheyFaryEast,yEuropeyandythey
UnitedyStates,yandyalsoymanagesyaytouristyportyinyPhuket.y
Sheyalsoyrunsyayfoundationythatyfundsyeducationalyprojectsy
inyruralyThaiyvillages,yandystillypaysycloseyattentionytoypoli-
ticsyandygovernmentyaffairs.ySheyremainsyespeciallyyproudyofy
theyconstitutionysheyhelpedydraftyiny1997.yy

“Thatywasytheymostycompleteyconstitution.yItywasy
approvedybyytheyHouseyofyRepresentatives,”ysheysays,yaddingy
withyayproudysmile,y“Ityhadytheysupportyofytheypeople.”y

— Suzanne Guillette
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OnytheytenthyflooryofyThorndikeyHall,yaygroupy
ofychildrenyareywipingydownytheirytablesy
afteryayspendingyanyhourymakingysushi.

“Useytwoyhands!”yanyadultysupervisory
callsyout.

Thatyfrequentyrefrainyofynervousy
parentsyeverywhereyhasyayveryydifferenty
connotationyhereyatyaysummerycampy
operatedybyyTC’syCenteryforyCerebraly
PalsyyResearch.y

KidsywhoyattendytheycampyeachyJulyy
haveyhemiplegia,yaysevereyweaknessyinythey
limbsythatyresultsyinyveryylowydexterityyony
theyaffectedysideyofytheybody.yToyhelpycor-
rectythatyimbalance,ytheycampyemploysyay
techniqueycalledyHand-ArmyBimanualyIntensiveyTherapyy
(HABIT),ydevelopedybyytheyCenter’sydirector,yAndrewy
Gordon,yTCyProfessoryofyMovementyScience.yTheytechniquey
requiresytheychildrenytoymakeyequalyuseyofytheiryweak-sidey
limbs,ywhetheryinymakingysushiyoryliftingyweights.y

Gordon,yayclean-cutymanywithyayreassuringymanner,y
becameyinterestedyinykidsywithycerebralypalsyy20yyearsyagoy

afterybeingytold,yasyaygraduateystudent,ynoty
toyfocusyonyrehab.yy

“Theygeneralyconsensusywasythatythisy
kindyofyimpairmentydidn’tygetybetter,ybuty
Iyjustydidn’tybelieveyit,”yheysays.y“Iyhady
workedywithytheseykidsyandyseenytheiry
handymovementyimproveyafteryjustyany
houryinytheylab.”yy

Someyyearsyago,yGordonybeganyexplor-
ingytheytherapeuticyconstraintyofypatients’y
soundylimbs—aytechniqueythatyimprovedy
weak-sideymobilityybutydidynotyimprovey
coordinationydifficultiesyofytheytwoyhandsy
together.yHeysubsequentlyydevelopedythey
bimanualyHABITyapproach—inypartyoutyofy

aydesireytoyhelpykidsyandytheiryparentsymeetyimmediateygoalsy
suchyasyzippingyayjacket,ydressingyaydollyoryusingyaycomputer.

ThisypastyJuly,yGordonyandyhisyteamysetyoutytoymeasurey
improvementyinykids’ymobilityyafterythreeyandyayhalfyweeksy
ofydailyybimanualytherapy.yThroughytranscranialymagneticy
stimulationy(TMS)yconductedybeforeyandyafterytheyJulyyses-
sionybyyGordonyandyKathleenyFriel,yProfessoryofyClinicaly
NeurobiologyyatyColumbiayMedicalySchool,ytheyyalsoyhopedy
toyidentifyyanyy“brainyplasticity”—creationyofynewyneuraly
pathways—thatyoccurredyasyayresultyofytheyrehabilitation.y
Understandingybrainymechanismsythatyunderlieychangesyiny
dexterityycouldyclearytheywayyforyuseyofydirectystimulationy
ofytheybrainypairedywithymanualytherapyyasyaynewyformyofy
treatmentyinythisypopulation.y

“I’myconfidentythat’sygoingytoyhappen,”ysaysyGordon.
Currently,ythough,yGordonyandyhisyteamyareyfocusedyony

helpingykidsymakeyincrementalyimprovementsyinydexterity.y
EachymorningylastyJuly,ytheyeightycampers,yhailingyfromyasy
faryawayyasyMichigan,yMississippiyandyVirginia,yseparatedy
intoygroupsytoyworkywithytheiryinterventionists,ymostyofy
whomywereyTCygraduateystudentsyandyundergraduateyvol-

TheySoundyofyy
yyyyyTwoyHandsyClapping
             TC’s Andrew Gordon has developed a bimanual therapy for cerebral palsy  
                                                                     that could change the field

P H o T o G R A P H  ( T o P )  B Y  S A M A N T H A  I S o M
P H o T o G R A P H  ( B o T T o M )  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R

h A P P Y  C A M P e R S   Above: Practicing at a game of Uno.  
opposite: Jake works at the computer.
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unteersyfromyCUNYyandyotheryschoolsyinterestedyinyphysi-
calytherapyyandyneurology.yy

Theyactivitiesywereyphysicallyydemanding,ybutyalsoyfun:y
LincolnyLogs,yChutesyandyLadders,yandyBattleship;ycom-
petitionsytoypullytheymostystripsyofymaskingytapeyoffyaywall,y
withystickersyforyrewards;yplayingymarbles;ywordygamesyony
theycomputer;yand—mostycovetedyofyall—NintendoyWii.y

Throughoutytheyday,yGordon’syteamymissedynoyoppor-
tunityytoygentlyyprodycampersytoydoymore.yTheyresultsywerey
striking.yAfterytwoyweeks,yayseven-year-oldyboyynamedyJakey
couldypickyupyaysmallybeadywithyhisyindexyfingeryandythumb.yy
Onytheyfirstyday,yheyhadybarelyybeenyableytoyopenyhisyballedy
fistyenoughytoyextendyhisyfingers.yyy

Inypart,ythatygainywasyayresultyofyJake’sydailyystrength-
buildingysessionsywithyEugeneyRameckers,yayphysicalythera-

pistyfromytheyNetherlandsywhoyhasyopenedyhisyownycampy
thereypartlyymodeledyonyGordon’s.yy

Oneyafternoon,yJakeyandyAlisonySchonberger,yay
Columbiayundergraduate,yjoinedyRameckersyinyaysmally
office,ywhereyJakeypouredywateryfromyoneypitcherytoyanoth-
er.yRameckers,ycrouchingyinyfrontyofyhim,yurgedyhimytoy
“keepyityhorizontal”yandy“keepyyourywristystraight.”y

“Iyneverygotyaytileywetybefore,”yJakeysaid,yaybitytestily.y
AymomentylateryheysplashedywateryonyRamecker’sypants.y
Beforeyanyoneycouldysayyanything,yJakeyraisedyhisyeyebrows.y
“That’synotyaytile,”yheysaid.

Byycamp’syend,yallytheycampersyhadymarkedlyyimprovedy
theiryhandyfunction,yaveragingyaynearlyy40ypercentyincreasey
inymanualydexterity.y

“That’syconsistentywithyouryearlieryfindings,”yGordony
said.y“It’sydoubleywhatywouldynaturallyyoccuryoverymanyy
yearsyofydevelopment,yandyweyachievedyityinyjustythreey
weeks.”y

Equallyyexciting,yTMSythusyfaryisyshowingybrainyplastic-
ityyassociatedywithytheyimprovements.yIfyTMSycanypinpointy
preciselyywhatykindyofyneuralychangesyareyoccurring,ythey
fieldymayybeypoisedyforyaymajoryadvance.y

ThanksytoytheirytimeyatyTC,yGordon’sycampersymayybey
amongythoseyapplauding.yy

— Suzanne Guillette

Inyjustythreeyweeks,ycampersy
averagedyaynearlyy40ypercenty
increaseyinybimanualydexterityy
—doubleywhatywouldynaturallyy
occuryoverymanyyyears.

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R
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Teachingyfromy
Within

Lisa Miller is a psychologist who believes  
in the power of spirituality  

and the reality of the unseen  

by Suzanne Guillette

Iny they latey 1990s,y ridingy they subwayy toy Columbia’sy medicaly
school,y Lisay Millery foundy herselfy captivatedy byy ay poory teen-agedy
boyy acrossy they aisle.y Hey wasy obviouslyy facingy challenges,y buty

Millery wasy strucky byy hisy resilienty look.y “Iy couldy seey thaty hey wasy con-
nectedy toy they sourcey ofy life—andy that’sy 100y percenty ofy they story.”

Thatyepiphanic,yNewyYorkymomentygotyMiller,ythenyay
post-docyinychildyandyadolescentypsychiatry,ythinking.yWithy
theysupportyofyherymentor,yMyrnayWeissman,ysheybegany
whatywouldybecomeyanyongoingyexplorationyofytheyroleyofy
spiritualityyinyadolescence.yMiller,ynowyAssociateyProfessory
ofyPsychologyyandyEducationyatyTC,yhasysinceypursuedy
manyyavenuesywithyherywork,ybutyherycoreyfinding,yinystudyy
afterystudy,yisythatywhenyitycomesytoypsychologicalyhealing,y
“psycho-socialyvariablesydon’tyholdyaycandleytoytheyprotectivey
benefitsyofypersonalyspirituality.”y

Inyfact,yspirituality—whichyMillerydefinesyasy“absolutey
valuesyexperiencedypersonally,yandyultimateyconnectionytoy
meaningyandytranscendence”—isytheythreadythatyconnectsyally
ofyherywork,yinytheyclassroom,yclinicalysettingsyandybeyond.yy

It’syanyorientationythatycanybeysurprisingyinyayplaceylikey
TeachersyCollege,ywhereyscience,ywithyitsyemphasisyonywhaty
canybeyobservedyandyempiricallyyvalidated,yisytheylinguay
franca.yButyMiller—whoyisypastypresidentyofytheyAmericany
PsychologicalyAssociation’syDivisionyofyPsychologyyandy
Religion,yandyhasybeenynominatedytoybeyanyAPAyFellow—y
hasysoughtybothytoyeraseytheydistinctionybetweeny“spiritual”y
andy“scientific”yandytoywinyayplaceywithinytheyacademicy
dialogueyforytheyideaythaty“ultimateyrealityyisynotysimplyy
reducedytoythingsyweycanytouchyandysee.”yMiller’sylabyatyTCy
hasypublishedymoreythany50ypeer-reviewedyjournalyarticlesy
onyspirituality’syroleyinypreventingymentalyillnessyinyyouth.

“Thisyisypartyofytheyeducationythatyourystudentsyseek,”y
sheysaidyoneyrecentyafternoon.yAyvibrantywomanywithywavyy

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  S A M A N T H A  I S o M
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yellowyhairyandysparklingygreenyeyes,yMilleryleansyforwardy
earnestlyywhenysheytalks.y“Aynewygenerationyalreadyylivesy
accordingytoypost-materialistyprinciples,yandytheyyareyseek-
ingyknowledgeyfromywithinythisyparadigm.”yy

ThisypastyNovember,yMillerychairedyaymajoryconfer-
enceyatyTCytitledy“SpiritualityyandyHealing:yAyRevolutionyofy
Consciousness.”yAnyoverflowyaudienceyofystudents,yfacultyy
andycommunityymembersypouredyintoyMilbankyChapelytoy
hearyaygroupyofyspeakersythatyincludedyWayneyJonas,yfor-
meryheadyofytheyNationalyInstituteyofyHealth’syAlternativey
MedicineyDivision,yandyRobertyJahn,yayformeryPrincetony
engineeringydeanywhoyforydecadesyranyaylabydedicatedytoy
amassingyevidenceyofydirectycausal,yphysicalyrelationshipsy
betweenypeople’syintentionsyandyotherwiseyrandomyresults.yy

Theyconferenceyproceedingsywillybeyrepresentedyiny
theysoon-to-beyreleasedyOxford University Press Handbook of 
Psychology and Spirituality,yeditedybyyMiller.yTheyeventyalsoy
movedytheymainyparticipantsytoyformytheyAcademyyofy
PostmaterialistyScienceyandyEducation,yanyorganizationythaty
willydevelopyresearch-basedycurriculayandyprovideysupporty
foryemergingyeducationyprofessionalsyinytheyfield.

LastyThanksgiving,yMilleryvisitedyayhomelessysheltery
withyheryownythreeychildrenyandymetyayyoungyboyynamedy
Angel,ywhoywasytemporarilyystayingyatytheyshelterywithyhisy
family.yTheyencounterymovedyherytoylaunchyYouthyRising,y
aymajoryeffortytoyprovideyCovenantyHouseyofyNewyYork,y
ayshelteryforyhomelessyyouth,ywithysupportyfromyacrossy
Columbia,yincludingyTC,ytheyMedicalySchool,ytheySchooly
ofySocialyWorkyandytheyLawySchool.yTheyeffort,ywhichy
recentlyyreceivedyay$170,000ygrantyfromytheyGoldmanySachsy
Foundation,yincludesyaydirectyserviceycomponent,yinywhichy
advancedyTCydoctoralystudentsyfacilitateymentalyhealthyandy
wellnessygroupsyforycounselorsyofyhomelessyyouth.y

yAynewygenerationyy
alreadyylivesyaccordingytoyy
post-materialistyprinciples,yandy
theyyareyseekingyknowledgeyfromy
withinythisyparadigm.

F u L L  h O u S e   Miller’s spirituality conference drew crowds to 
TC’s Milbank Chapel.

I n  S e R V I C e   Miller and TC students ran a wellness workshop  
for staff at Covenant House.
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“Whenyyouyseeytheseykids,ytheyfirstyinclinationyisytoy
help,”ysaysyMiller.y“Thereyisynoyreasonyinyaycivilizedysocietyy
toyhaveyyouthylivingyonytheystreet.”

Miller’syownychildhoodywasyayhappyyone.yySheygrewyupy
inytheyMidwest,ywhereysheyfondlyyremembersylongydaysyofy
playingyinysweet-smellingyfieldsyandyenjoyingyaydeepycon-
nectionytoytheynaturalyworld.yHeryfatherywasyaytheaterypro-
fessoryatyWashingtonyUniversityyinySt.yLouis,yandyMillery
herselfyknewyfromytoddlerhoodythatysheywantedytoyteach.y

“Myygrandmotherynicknamedymey‘theyprofessor’ybecausey
Iyhadyayclaimytoynaturalyauthority,”ysheysays,ylaughing.y

Millerycallsygrowingyupyaroundyayuniversityycampusy
“formative,”ywithypotluckydinnersyandystudentsypracticingy
taiychiyonytheylawn.ySheywasyevenycastyinyoneyofyheryfather’sy
productions,yasytheypeasantygirlyinyBrecht’syThe Caucasian 
Chalk Circle.y

Whenysheywasyeight,yMillerytraveledywithyheryparentsytoy
EuropeyandyattendedyanyinternationalyartsycampyinyGeneva.yy
Sheyremembersybondingywithytwoygirlsywhoyhadybeenydis-
placedyfromytheiryrespectiveyhomelandsyinyIranyandyIraq.y

“Itywasyanyexampleyofyhowywellywe,yasyhumans,ycany
communeyatytheylevelyofyspirit.”y
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Asyaydoctoralystu-
dentyatytheyUniversityy
ofyPennsylvania,yMillery
workedywithyMartiny
Seligman,yfatheryofythey
positiveypsychologyy
movement.y“Itywasylikey
havingySocratesyasyyoury
mentor,”ysheysaysyofyhisy
influence.yMillerycreditsy
Seligmanywithygivingy
herytheyconfidenceytoy
expandybeyondytheytra-
ditionalyparametersyofyacademiayandypsychology,yfollowingy
herynaturalycuriosities.yRecently,yMillerywonytheyprestigiousy
VirginiaySextonyMentoringyAwardyfromytheyAmericany
PsychologicalyAssociation,ywhichysheycreditsytoytheylessonsy
learnedyfromyheryownymentor.y

Seligman,yforyhisypart,ycallsyMillery“theyleadingypsycholo-
gistyofyherygenerationyinytheybenefitsyofyreligionyandyspiritu-
ality.yLisayalwaysysolvesyproblems,ynotypuzzles,”yheysays.y“Shey
asksy‘Whatymakesylifeyworthyliving?’yandyfindsyevidence-
basedyanswers.”

MilleryjoinedyTC’syfacultyyiny1999yandysetyupyayresearchy
labywithytheyhelpyofyayWilliamyT.yGrantyScholarsyAwardy
andyanyNIMHyCareeryDevelopmentyAward.ySheyhasy
studiedyandypromotedyayrangeyofypreventionyandytreat-
mentyinterventionsyforychildrenyandyadolescents,yincludingy
increasedyaccessytoytreatmentyforylowerysocioeconomicy
statusypopulations.y

Milleryhasybeenyparticularlyyactiveyinychampioningy
psychotherapeuticytreatmentyforypregnantyteens,ywhoysuffery
increasedyratesyofydepression.ySheyhasyalsoyshownythatyoncey
ayteenyhasybecomeypregnant,yvalidationyofythatychoiceybyy
parentsyisymuchymoreylikelyytoyfosterybetterydecisionsyandy
healthieryoutcomesyforytheybaby.y

Miller’syworkyhasyalsoyfocusedyonytheybenefitsyofyspiri-
tualityyforyhighlyyexperiencedyteachersywhoymentorytheiry
peers.yInyaytwo-yearystudy,y“TheySpirityofyTeachingyandy
Learning,”yconductedyatytheyThurgoodyMarshallyMiddley
SchoolyinyBridgeport,yConnecticut,yandyfundedybyythey
KlingensteinyFundyandytheyPritchardyFoundation,yMiller,y
herycolleaguesyandyayteamyofyTCystudentsyfoundythatythey
teachersyrespondedypositivelyytoytheychanceytoyconnecty
withytheiryownysenseyofyspirituality—whateveryformythaty
took—andytoyteachyfromyaymorey“connected”yplace.

Whenytheyprojecty
ended,y60ypercentyofy
teachersyinytheystudyy
choseytoycontinuey
meetingyafteryschool,y
withoutyadditionaly
pay,ysoythatytheyy
couldyfosteryany
approachytoyteachingy
basedyinyspirituality.y

“Teachersyareynoty
justydispensersyofy
curriculum,”yMillery

says.y“Theyyareyaysourceyofylifeythroughywhichylearningyisy
ignited.”yyToyshareyherypsycho-spiritualymodelyofywork-
ingywithyeducators,ythisymonthyMillerywillybeytheyinvitedy
keynoteyspeakeryatytheyPositiveyPsychologyyConferencey
inyIsrael.

ForyMiller,ytheysharedyhumanityyofyallyparticipantsyisy
paramount—anyoutlookythatyhasypromptedyclientsyandystu-
dentsyalikeytoyaskyherytoyofficiateyatytheiryweddingyceremo-
nies.ySheybelievesythatyone’sybestyteacheryisywithin—ayprecepty
sheyoftenyobservesybyystoppingytoyenteryMilbankyChapelyiny
theymorningsytoyyhonorytheysacredynatureyofytheyworkysheyisy
aboutytoyperform.y“Iyprayytoyserveyandytoyloveyonyayspiritualy
level,”ysheysays.y

Ultimately,yMilleryhopesythatyayspiritualyperspectiveywilly
becomeymoreyintegratedywithymainstreamyculture,yincludingy
inytheyareasyofyeducationyandypolicyydecisions.y

“Asyaysociety,yweyneedytoyleadywithyspirituality,”yshey
says.y“We’reyallybornywithyit,ybutychildrenyareyeducatedy
outyofytheiryspiritualyrealities.yWeyshouldysupportythemyiny
holdingyonytoyit.”yy

Thatycanymeanystartingysmall.yInyayrecentyclassyatyTC,y
Miller’systudentsywereyinytheymidstyofydiscussingyonenessyandy
universalyconnectionywhenyaybeetleycrawledyoutyfromynowhere.y
Thereywasyaymildyuproaryofyshriekingyandyraisedylegs.y

ForyMiller,yitywasyanyidealyteachingymoment.yIfythey
studentsywereytoyapplyytheyidealsythey’dyjustydiscussed,y
thereywouldybeynoyneedytoynegativelyyjudgeyayharmlessy
insectyasy“bad”—oryeveny“other”—andycertainlyynoyneedy
foryphysicalydistance.yAtytheyend,ytheybeetleyappearedy
again,yturningytoytheyclassyasyifytoysayygoodbye.yEveryoney
laughed,ytheyprincipleyofyuniversalyconnectednessy
affirmedyforytheyafternoon.y

“Allyitytakesyisyaywhisperyofyvalidation,”yMillerysaid.y

h e e d I n G  T h e  C A L L  Miller, teaching at TC in 1999.



T c  T O D A Y l s p r i n g  2 0 1 1  5 9

Itywasn’tyuntilyRuthyGruberyturnedy97ythatyPattiyKennery
(M.A.,y’68)yrealizedysheyneededytoymakeyaydocumentaryy
aboutytheylongyandyillustriousylifeyofyherydearyfriend.y“Iy

amysickyandytiredyofyhearingypeopleysayythatytheyywantytoy
makeyaydocumentaryyaboutyyou,”yKennerywhisperedyintoy
Gruber’syearyatyherybirthdayyluncheon.y“I’mygoingytoymakeyit.”

WhatyemergedywasyAhead of Time,yaydeeplyymovingy
73-minuteypaeanytoyGruberythatywasyselectedytoypremiereyaty
theyTorontoyFilmyFestivalylastyyear.

NoyoneywouldyhaveyquestionedyKenner’sychoiceyofytopic:y
Gruber,yafteryall,yisytheyyoungestypersonyinyhistoryytoyearnyay
doctoratey(atyagey20,yonyVirginiayWoolf),yandytheyfirstyjour-
nalistytoytravelytoyandyreportyonytheySovietyArctic.yDuringy
WorldyWaryII,yGruberyleftyjournalismyforyaytimeyandy
becameyaytrustedymemberyofytheyRooseveltyadministration,y
carryingyoutyaydangerousysecretymissionytoyrescueyHolocausty
refugees.yAsyayreporteryforyTheyInternational Herald Tribune,yshey
showedytheyworldytheyfirstyphotographsyofyThe Exodus,ythey
shipycarryingyHolocaustyrefugeesythatywasyillegallyyattackedy
andyturnedyawayyfromyPalestine.yGruber’syphotographs,yasy
Kenner’syfilmynotesyinytheywordsyofyanyadvisorytoyPresidenty
Truman,y“helpedyarouseytheyconscienceyofymen”yandyspurredy
theycreationyofytheyStateyofyIsrael.y

Butywhatyaboutytheyself-appointedyexecutiveyproducer?y
Kenner,ytheny64,yisyayformeryschoolteacheryandygraduateyofy
TC’syEarlyyChildhoodyEducationyprogramywhoyrunsyhery
family’sybusiness,yCampusyCoachyLines.yTrue,yshe’syalsoyay
philanthropistywhoysitsyonytheyboardsyofyCarnegieyMellony
UniversityyandytheyAmericanyHeartyAssociation—butyhady
sheyeverythoughtyaboutymakingyaydocumentaryybefore?y

“Areyyouykidding?yIyrunyaybusycompany!”yKennerysays.
ButyKenner,ywhoystudiedywithytheyphilosopheryMaxiney

GreeneyduringyheryTCydays,ylearnsyfast.yForytheyjobyofy
director,ysheyhiredyRobertyRichman,ytheycinematographery
forytheyaward-winningydocumentariesyAn Inconvenient 
TruthyandyMy Architect.yPeryKenner’systipulation,ytheyfilm-
ingytookyoneyyear,yandyhadyaybudgetyofy$850,000yafterydis-
tribution,yaboutyhalfyofywhichyKenneryraised.yTheyrestyshey
paidyforyfromypersonalyfunds.y

Kenneryplacesymuchyofytheycredityforyheryfilm’sysuccessy
withyGruber—andynotyjustyforybeingyaycompellingysubject.yy
“Ruthyhasyayroomywhereysheyhasycollectedyeveryynoteyandy
photographysheyeverytook,”ysaidyKenneryafteryayscreeningyofy
theyfilmyatyTCyinyMarch.y“Sheywasn’tyjustyayjournalist.yShey
wasyaysuperbyjournalist.”

WhenysheyspeaksyofyGruber,yKenner’syvoiceybecomesy
animated.yThoughysheybarelyyworkedyonytheyday-to-dayy
filmmaking,ysheyknowsyjustyaboutyeveryywordyGruberyuttersy
inytheydocumentary.y“Ruthyalwaysysaysythat,yatytheyendyofy
theyday,ylookyinsideyyourselfyandyask,y‘Whatyareyyourytools?’”y
Kennerysays.y“Ruth’sytoolsywereyherycamerayandyherywords.y
IywillyneveryhaveyanyinfluenceyonytheyworldytheywayyRuthy
Gruberydoes.yI’llyneverywriteyaydissertationyonyVirginiay
WoolfyoryhelpycreateytheyStateyofyIsraelyorysaveythousandsyofy
refugeesyfleeingyHitler.yButyIydoyfeelythatyIyhaveytoldyayveryy
importantystoryytoytheyworld.yIyfeltysoystronglyyinymyyhearty
thatyIyhadytoydoythis.yAndyIydidyit.yIyhaveyneverybeenysoy
proudyofyanything.”y

— Elizabeth Dwoskin

FromyBusesytoyBoxyOfficey
Patti Kenner runs a charter transportation business. She made a documentary  
to honor a friend. Now it’s winning accolades

AlumniyProfile

T W O  T h u M B S  u P  Kenner (second from left) holding hands 
with Gruber at a screening in September 2010.  Also pictured: 
Kenner’s co-producers, Denise Benmosche (far left) and  
Doris Schechter.

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  l E I G H  v o G E l / G E T T Y  I M A G E S
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TheyAcademicy
Questioner

Alone and in groups, Janet Miller has devoted her 
career to examining constructions of identities

by Joe Levine  

Whatyfollowed,yrecountedyinyMiller’sy1990ybook,y
Creating Spaces and Finding Voices: Teachers Collaborating for 
Empowerment,yhasybeenydescribedybyyheryfriendyWilliamy
Ayersyasy“somethingythatyisymuchydiscussedythoughyrarelyy
tried”yinyacademia—butyforyMiller,ygroupsyhaveybeenynoty
onlyyanyessentialywayyofyexploringyheryideas,ybutyanyactivey
expressionyofythem.yy

Againyandyagainyduringyherycareer,yMiller—Professory
ofyEnglishyEducationyatyTCysincey2000—hasysteppedyout-
sideytheyfamiliaryinysearchyofy“freedom-producingyspaces.”y
Onyoneylevelyityhasybeenyaylonelyyquest—sheyhas,ybyyhery
ownyadmission,ymadeyayhabityofygoingyoffytoynewyplacesy
whereysheyknowsynoyoney(“Iydon’tyrecommendyit”)—yety
alsoyoneythatyhasypromptedyherytoycreateycommuni-
tiesyofysimilarlyyreflectiveysoulsywhereverysheyhasygone.y
Frequentlyytheseyhaveybeenysmallygroupsyofystudentsy
whomyMilleryconvenesywhileytheyyareystillystudyingywithy
her,yandywhoythenygoyonytoymeetywithyheryforyyears,yeveny
afterytheyyhaveyscatteredytoyjobsyinyotherystatesyandycoun-

Onyaylateysummerydayy
25yyearsyago,yJanety
Milleryinvitedyfivey

formerystudentsytoygoy“beyondy
theyformalycontextyofyourygradu-
ateyclassrooms…withytheiry
nailed-downyseatsyandyrigidy
rows”yinyorderytoy“tryytoyteachy
andydialogueywithyothersyinyay
freedom-producingyway.”y
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tries.yMillerydoesn’tyleadytheseygroupsyinyanyyconventionaly
sense;ysheyworksywithinythem,yoftenyoutsideyanyyregularlyy
scheduledyclassesyoryinstitutionalystructures,yonyanyequaly
footing,ysometimesyproddingyorysuggestingyreadingsy(andy
oftenygenerouslyybringingyyoungerycolleaguesyintoyhery
circleyofyinfluenceyatyprofessionalyconferences).yButywithy
herylong-termycolleagueyandyfriend,yWilliamyPinar,yMillery
isyalsoytheyfounderyofytwoymuchylargerycoalitions:ythey
Journal of Curriculum Theorizingyandyitsyattendantyannualy
BergamoyCurriculumyConference,ynowyinyitsy32ndyyear;y
andytheyAmericanyAssociationyforytheyAdvancementyofy
CurriculumyStudies,yforywhichysheyservedyasyPresidentyfory
sixyyears.

Allyofytheseywanderingsyandygatheringsyhaveybeenyiny
theyserviceyofyMiller’sycomplexyandydifficultybrandyofyschol-
arlyythought—anyapproachythatygrewyoutyofyfeminism,ybuty
hasysinceymovedythroughylabelsysuchyasyphenomenologyy
andypoststructuralism.yAtyitsycoreyisytheyideaythatyhumany
identityyisybothyfluidyandynon-unitary,yframedyatyanyygiveny
momentybyyrace,ynationality,yclass,ygenderyandyotheryinter-
actingyvariables—andythatythisymutabilityycallsyintoyquestiony
how,yforyexample,yteachersyandyresearchersycanypossiblyyevery
fullyyandystaticallyyrepresentythemselvesyoryothers.yy

“Iybeganymyyacademicystudiesyinytheyearlyy’70syandyamy
veryymuchyayresultyofythey’60syandyitsyferment,”ysheysays.y“Iy
grewyupyinyPittsburghywhenyitywasystillyaysteelytown,yandyIy
becameyawareyveryyearlyyofyclassydistinctions—whoseydadsy
workedyinytheymills,ywhoseydadsydidn’t.yWhenyIywasydoingy
myydoctoralyworkyatyOhioyState,yIywasyluckyyenoughytoy
coincideywithypeopleywhoywereytakingyupyissuesyofypowery
andyrepresentation,ybothyinyandythroughyliteratureyandy
classroomysettings.”y

Duringytheyearlyy1990s,yMilleryspentythreeyyearsyasy
partyofyayqualitativeyresearchyteamythatystudiedyseveraly
schoolsywithinytheynetworkyfoundedybyytheyeducatory
TheodoreySizer,yandysheyhasysinceydefinedyherselfyasyay
“teacher/researcher”ywhoyusesypoststructuralistytheoriesy
andyqualitative,yanthropologicalyresearchymethodsytoy
understandywhatygoesyonyinyK–12yclassroomsyasywellyasyiny
collaborativeygroups.yHeryultimateyquarryyisytoytransformy
teachingyfromytheypresentationyofy“predetermined,ysequen-
tial,yskills-orientedyandymeasurableyversions”yofyEnglishy
andyotherysubjects,yintoysomethingythatyenablesystudentsy
to—inytheywordsyofyherylong-timeyfriendyandyinspiration,y
MaxineyGreene—looky“inquiringlyyandywonderinglyyony
theyworld.”

Toygetythere,ysheypassionatelyybelievesythatyteachersymusty
firstyturnytheyprocessyofyinquiryyuponythemselvesyandytheiry
ownyautobiographicalynarratives.y

“Throughytheyvariousyturnsyinymyyfield,yandythroughymyy
ownyresearchyandywriting,yI’veycomeytoyrealizeytheyimpossi-
bilitiesyofyeveryfullyyrepresentingyoneselfyoryothers,”ysheysays.y
“Butygivenythatyweystillyresearch,yrepresent,yanalyzeyandydis-
cussyourydata,ywhatyquestionsymustyweyaskyourselves?yHowy
toypayyattentionytoyouryownyprejudices,yassumptions,ybiasesy
andyhabitualywaysyofythinking,yandytoytheyinfluencesyofy
dominantydiscoursesyonyouryownyandyothers’yconstructionsy
ofyselvesywhileystillyleavingyoneselfyandyone’syreadersyopenytoy
otheryinterpretations?yI’myasyinterestedyinytheyquestionsyasy
theyanswers.”y

Miller’syownyrenditionyofysuchyanyautobiographicaly
narrativeyisyanyessayycalledy“Mr.yBrucker’syGoodyGirl,”y
whichysheyfirstypublishedyiny1992yandywhichyisy“re-
narrativized”yinyherybookySounds of Silence Breaking: Women, 
Autobiography, Curriculumy(2005).yInitiallyytheypieceyseemsy
toydescribeyayyoungygirlybeingyawakenedytoytheypossibilitiesy
ofyliterature,yclass-consciousnessyandyfeminismybyyaycharis-
maticysixthygradeyteacher,ytheyMr.yBruckeryofytheytitle.yButy

S T R e n G T h  I n  n u M B e R S   ongoing group collaborations are 
a rarity in academia, but for Miller, they have been both a forum 
for ideas and a form of expression.

yI’veycomeytoyrealizeythey
impossibilitiesyofyeveryfullyy
representingyoneselfyoryothers.

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  H E A T H E R  v A N  U x E M
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asytheystoryyprogresses,y
theyadultynarratoryrevealsy
aymoreyconflictedyviewyofy
heryteacher,yheryyoungery
selfyandytheyworldytheyy
areyoperatingyin.yMr.y
Bruckeryisyindeedy“aykind,y
caringyandyenthusiasticy
teacher”ywhoy“inyhisy
spontaneity…encouragedy
usyall,ygirlsyandyboys,ytoy
considerytheypossibilitiesy
foryourselvesythatydidynoty
automaticallyyoccurytoymanyyofyusyasyweytrudgedyhomey
eachyafternoonythroughytheyhangingygraynessyofyourysteely
town’sysouthyhills.”yButyheyisyalsoy“prizedyamongyparentsy
andystudentsyalikeybecause…heywasytheyonlyymaleyteachery
atySickmanyElementaryySchool,”yandy“toyhaveyaymanyasy
ayteacher,yinythatylastyyearyofyelementaryyschoolingythaty
stillysanctionedychildhoodyplayyevenyasyitypreparedyusyfory
theygrown-upydemandsyofyjunioryhighyschool,ysupposedlyy
guaranteedyouryritesyofypassageyintoytheyrules,ycontentyandy
structuresyofyschoolingyandyofytheydisciplines.”

Millerytheychildyhasyanyunderlyingysenseythat,yforyallyhisy
“spontaneity,”yheryteacherycannotyhelpyfulfillingytheyvariousy
proscribedyrolesythatysocietyydemandsyheyplay.ySheynotes,y
foryexample,ytheylimitsytoyhisyeffortsytoyfosteryfriendshipsy
betweenykidsyfromymiddle-classyfamiliesylikeyheryownyandy
theypooreryAppalachiany“hillykids.”yButymostytellingyofyally
isytheydifferentymanneryMr.yBruckeryadoptsyforyseriousy
classroomywork,y“whenyhisyvoiceywouldymodulateyintoythey
somberyandyseriousyloweryregisteryand…weybeganytoyrecitey

theydistantyfactsyofyoury
textbooks.”yUltimately,y
sheyconcludesythaty
“whatyIywasylearningyiny
sixthygradeyhadymorey
toydoywithymyydesireytoy
pleaseythisyteacherythany
toyemulateytheydisrup-
tiveyandychallengingy
perspectivesythatyhey
attempted,yunofficially,y
toyenactyinyhisyteaching.”y

Miller’sysubsequenty
effortsytoyconveneyworkingygroupsythaty“teachyandydialoguey
withyothersyinyayfreedom-producingyway”yseemsytoybeyhery
wayyofyreturningytoythey“disruptiveyandychallenging”yandyofy
ensuringythatyheryworkyisyunburdenedybyytheyneedytoypleasey
anyone.yInyaymovingysectionyofyCreating Spaces and Finding 
Voicesytitledy“TheyCartonyofyKnowledge,”yoneyofyMiller’sy
groupymembers,yMarjorie,yarrivesyatyaynewyinstitutionyasy
anyassistantyprofessor,yfreshywithyhopeyforyfunctioningyasyany
emancipatoryythinker,yonlyytoybeyhandedyayboxyofymaterialsy
thatytheydepartmentychairyhasybeenyusingytoyteachyaycoursey
inytheyfoundationsyofyeducation.

Milleryproceedsytoyanalyzeyheryownyresponseytoythey
“cartonyofyknowledge”—heryangeryfirstyatytheydepartmenty
chairyforyimposingysuchyayburden,ythenyatyMarjorieyforyfeel-
ingysheyhadytoyteachytheycourseyfromytheydepartmentychair’sy
perspective,yandythenyatyherselfyforybeingyoverlyyinvestedy
inytheygroupyasyayspaceyremovedyfromyexternalypressures.y
Ultimately,ysheyconcludes,y“Iyfailedytoyseeythatytheyclass-
roomsythatywereytheysitesyofytheseyteachers’yinquiriesyintoy
theiryownypracticeyandytheiryinteractionsywithystudentsy
alsoycontainedytheyveryyintersectionsyofypublicyandyprivatey
worldsythatyIywasyseekingytoyaddress.yThereywasynoylargery
worldyinywhichytoybattleyandytoystriveyforyequitableyandy
reciprocalyrelationships;ytheyclassroomyitselfyandytheydailyy
relationshipsyamongyteachers,ystudents,yparents,ycounselorsy
andyadministratorsyprovidedytheyveryy‘spacesywhereydialoguey
canytakeyplaceyandyfreedomycanyappear.’”y

yWithythatyrealization,yMillerywrites,y“Iyfinallyywasyabley
toychallengeymyyownylinearyandycompartmentalizedyviewsyofy
ouryworkyandytoybeginytoyviewyourycollaborativeyprocessesyasy
theyinteractiveyandyconstantlyychangingyrelationshipsythatyIy
hadyoriginallyyclaimedythemytoybe.”y

Andyshe’sybeenydoingyityeverysince.yy

F I R ST  ST R I n G   The String Group, first convened by Miller in 2003, 
has focused on negotiating different worlds.

yWhatyIywasylearningyinysixthy
gradeyhadymoreytoydoywithymyy
desireytoypleaseythisyteacherythany
toyemulateytheydisruptiveyandy
challengingyperspectivesythatyhey
attempted,yunofficially,ytoyenacty
inyhisyteaching.



A mong the various gatherings Janet Miller has initiated 
over the years, the String Group—so named because of 
the way discussions always seemed to take shape as a 

chain of related ideas—stands out for its focus on negotiating 
different worlds. The Group—a handful of Miller’s doctoral stu-
dents who began working with her as far back as 2003—brings 
together a particularly varied cast. Mary Rojas (M.A., ’02), who 
completed her dissertation last spring and currently works for 
TC’s vice President for Finance and Administration, was born 
in Colombia and moved to los Angeles at age 10. She wrote 
about the ways in which high 
school literature anthologies 
present limiting construc-
tions of latino cultures and 
identities. Chinelo Achebe-
Ejueyitche (Ed.D., ’10; Ed.M., 
’07), daughter of the great 
Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe, 
wrote about the challenges 
of autobiographical inquiry 
as she explored living in the 
United States as a Nigerian 
woman and as the daughter of 
a famous writer with his own, 
already publicly determined identity. Mary Sefranek (Ed.D., 
’06), who is white and of Slovak descent but who has spent 
years living and working in Puerto Rican and Dominican com-
munities, wrote about multi-modal ways of incorporating the 
work of latino authors into high school classrooms. And Joe 
lewis (Ed.D., ’06), who had taught in Morocco as part of his 
service in the Peace Corps and who returned for his semester-
long dissertation field study, focused on issues of represent-
ing, from a Western perspective, the communication strategies 
of Moroccan men. 

“The group really enabled us to develop as young scholars—to 
develop our ideas together over time and to work through 
poststructuralist, feminist theory,” says Sefranek, who now 
teaches at the University of Puerto Rico. “Because you don’t 
just read those ideas and get them. You grapple with them 
over the course of an academic career.”

For Rojas, whose cultural identity living in California was 
often defined by others within the generalizing term “latino” 
or the regional label “Mexican-American,” the work of the 
group was at times “torture—a constant challenge,” but also 
“a place of peace and comfort. 

“I came in feeling constrained by the dominant discourse of 
latino identity—I was attracted to the group because it pro-
vided a space to play with our ideas and question constantly 
through our talks, writings and presentations, those limit-
ing discourses that positioned latino identities in limiting 
ways,” she says.

one hallmark of the group was its focus on recreating, 
at academic conferences, its own live discussions—work 
that the members call “performative” rather than “perfor-
mance”—and then opening up those recreations to question-

ing and analysis.

“of course, it never came 
out the same way twice, and 
that became the point,” says 
Sefranek. “Different respons-
es would emerge. It was a 
bit nerve-wracking, because 
it’s not easy to process post-
structural thinking in front of 
a live audience, but it was 
phenomenal. People would 
come up to us at conferences 
and say, ‘I saw you in Chicago 
two years ago, and it’s fasci-

nating to see how your reflections and research have contin-
ued to evolve.’” 

As members of the group began leaving New York to take jobs 
elsewhere, String Group presentations began incorporat-
ing elements like speaker phones as props. Currently, after 
several years, the group is no longer actively presenting at 
conferences. But for all the members, the experience contin-
ues to resonate.

“As a junior faculty member, you realize that the space of 
doctoral study is very special and hard to recapture,” says 
Sefranek. “I hope to recreate the space that Janet gave us, 
and in some ways I have. There was a historic student strike 
here in Puerto Rico in 2010, and I subsequently began to meet 
with a group of young women who had participated. It’s not 
the same as the String Group—significantly, the group was 
initiated by the students themselves—and it’s hard not to try 
to recreate that experience exactly. Yet an important facet 
of poststructuralism is that things aren’t fixed, that they  
necessarily change.” 

— Joe Levine

Pondering Identity, Among Others 
For nearly a decade, the String Group gave a handful of students  

the space to work through their ideas
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TO G e T h e R ,  A PA R T   String Group members have scattered, 
but the experience still resonates.
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e ach time a state adopts the Common 
Core Standards in English language Arts 
(ElA) and mathematics, Andrés Henríquez 

(M.A. ‘92) alerts the world via his Twitter feed 
(@Andreshenriquez).

That’s because Henríquez, program officer at 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York in charge 
of its adolescent literacy initiative, believes  
the standards—now adopted by 44 states—
reflect Carnegie’s decade-long effort to improve 
understanding of an issue once framed in  
narrow terms. 

“It’s not just about illiteracy, but ensuring reading and writing at 
high levels of comprehensibility, especially at the upper grades,” 
he says. “We’ve tried to put the issue on the nation’s agenda.” 

Henríquez has helped a wide range of individuals and groups 
secure funding, partnering with leaders such as the National 
Governors Association and the Alliance for Excellent Education.   
The work has produced new instructional and technology tools, 
as well as two reports, Reading Next and Writing Next (the latter 
co-authored by TC faculty member Dolores Perin) that have 
each been downloaded more than 2.5 million times. In the pol-
icy field, those are runaway best-seller numbers. (The reports 
can be downloaded at www.carnegie.org/literacy.)

Teen literacy was not Henríquez’s formal specialty 
when he joined Carnegie—but having worked many 
years with the Center for Children & Technology’s 
nationally-recognized project in Union City, N.J., he 
understood the needs of English language learners and 
the dynamics of working at school and district levels. 
He had also taught public school in his childhood 
neighborhood in East Harlem—his first job after leav-
ing TC. “I taught the children of some of my friends,” 
he says.

literacy is an issue that reflects broad demographic 
trends, Henríquez points out. “We’ve seen a huge shift in this 
country in terms of diversity, and it’s happening in the schools,” 
he says. “There is an influx of English language learners not just 
in cities but in suburbs and exurbs.”

Henríquez is now working with the National Academy of Sciences 
and Achieve, Inc., to develop the next generation of science 
standards, but he still worries about getting the ElA and math-
ematics standards implemented, and whether the funding will be 
there to support the necessary instruction.

“This is important because we are trying to get a lot more stu-
dents to be prepared for college, and to graduate,” he says. 
“Unfortunately, too many of our young people need remediation, 
especially in community college. We are trying to close that gap.”

l A Y I N G  T H E  G R o U N D  F o R  l I T E R A C Y
Andrés Henríquez has helped make teen literacy a national priority

ARTS & HUMANITIES
LAnGuAGe, LITeRATuRe &  
SOCIAL STudIeS

norman ross (Ed.D.,y1963;y
M.A.,y1952)ysinceyretiringyfromy

Tail Gunner,yanyautobiography.y
Heyhasyalsoyperformedyleadyrolesy
inythreeyGilbertyandySullivany
operettasyinySouthyFlorida.

PhILOSOPhY & eduCATIOn

Joyce luhrs (M.A.,y1987)y
wasynamedytoytheyLeagueyofy
WomenyVotersyofyNortherny
Valley’syboardyofydirectorsyandy
toytheypositionyofyco-viceypresi-

NorthyShoreyHSyinyGlenyHead,y
NYyiny1982ywhereyheywasy
ChairmanyofytheyEnglishyDept.y
fory30yyears,yheyhasywritteny14y
booksyincluding,yMemoirs of a 

dent.yJoyceyisytheypresidentyofy
Luhrsy&yAssociates,yaymarket-
ing,ypublicyrelationsyandyy
managementyfirm.

TeSOL- TeAChInG enGLISh TO 
SPeAKeRS OF OTheR LAnGuAGeS

robert Fredericks (M.A.,y1989)y
hasybeenyworkingyinyOaxaca,y
Mexico,ysincey1992.yHeyrecentlyy
heldyanyintensiveythesis-writingy
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Teachers College 
Alumni Council

The Teachers College Alumni 
Council consists of 35 members 
who represent all 90,000 gradu-
ates. The Council partners with the 
Department of Development and 
External Affairs to advance the 
goals of the College by providing 
alumni with opportunities to remain 
involved in the life of the College 
through social activities, volunteer 
efforts and financial support.

executive Committee

Robert Weintraub, President
Adam vane, President-Elect 

Standing Committee Co-Chairs

Alumni Wants & needs Committee
Peter Dillon 

Carolyn McNally

Programs & Resources Committee
Patrick McGuire
Dawn Williams

International Outreach Committee
Marion Boultbee
Fred Brodzinski

Awards & Recognition Committee
Susan Diamond

vicki Cobb

nominating Committee
Maryalice Mazzara

Kim McCrea

historian
Jim Shields 

Members-At-Large
Maritza Macdonald

Kathy Morin
Jason Mellen, Student Council 
Representative to the Council

Joyce Cowin, Trustee Representative 
to the Alumni Council

All alumni are encouraged to get 
more involved with the Alumni 
Association by serving on one of the 
standing committees. If you would 
like to serve on the Alumni Council, 
you can find a nomination form on 
the alumni website. Nominations 
for the coming term’s membership, 
which begins in May are due by 
December 31, 2011. Council mem-
bers serve a three-year term. For 
more information about the Alumni 
Council and to download your nom-
ination form, please visit our Web 
site: www.tc.edu/alumni.

A l U M N I  C o U N C I l  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

Dear Fellow Alumni, 

This is my last letter to you as TC 
Alumni Association President. 
Thank you for the honor of serving 
you these past two years.

I’m especially gratified by the 
progress we made in (re)connect-
ing you to TC. Whether it was working on a 
committee, attending an event, mentoring 
a student or interacting through our Web 
or social networking sites, so many more 
of you participated in our institution’s life 
and progress. 

our Alumni Council’s new structure also 
served us well. Its “Alumni Wants and Needs” 
committee redirected our efforts to what 
was of most concern to you and the College. 
Thanks to chairs Peter Dillon and Carolyn 
McNally for molding the committee’s work. 

In addition to our premier program, 
Academic Festival, the “Programs and 
Resources” committee brought together 
alumni from targeted academic programs 
for social and learning activities of com-
mon interest. Equally important for our far-
flung members, the committee expanded 
your ability to stay connected in cyberspace. 
Thanks to chairs Dawn Williams and Patrick 
McGuire for focusing the committee’s work 
and expanding its impact.

our “International outreach” committee 
enhanced connections among numerous 
international students and alumni through 
meetings, receptions and socials, here and 
abroad. Thanks to chairs Marion Boultbee 
and Fred Brodzinski for leading the effort 
to make the global TC community a more 
intimate one.

The “Awards and Recognition” committee 
furthered the impressive tradition of the TC 
“Distinguished Alumni Award” and “Early 
Career Award,” while recognizing, in new 
ways, the contributions of many more of you. 
Thanks to chairs Susan Diamond and vicki 

Cobb for leading efforts to honor 
the best of the best.

our Alumni Council’s “Nominations” 
committee selected seven diverse 
and diversely skilled new mem-
bers. We thank those rolling off the 
Council and look forward to wel-

coming new members in September. Thanks 
to chairs Kim McCrea and Ali Mazzara for 
leading efforts to keep our council vibrant, 
impactful and fun. 

And thank you to all my Alumni Council col-
leagues for your service and the progress we 
have made together. 

We could not have accomplished what we 
did, though, without the energy, invention 
and support of Director of Alumni Relations 
Rosella Garcia, Associate Director 
Alejandra Merheb and Alumni Relations 
liaison Marlene Tucker.

To our graduating students, soon to join 
our ranks: Your focus will and should be 
on your work and careers. You are des-
tined to do important things in education, 
development, healthcare and organiza-
tions. But please know that TC remains your 
home—a rich community you can always tap 
into physically and virtually. If you didn’t 
fill out a card when you picked up your 
Commencement tickets, please register as 
an alum by updating your contact informa-
tion with the office of Alumni Relations; 
contact tcalumni@tc.edu.

Your next Alumni Association president, 
Adam vane, is passionate about TC, ener-
getic and accessible; so please let him know 
what you want and need.

I look forward to seeing you at the College, 
and in its network, in years to come.

Sincerely,

Robert Weintraub, President,  
Teachers College Alumni Association
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workshopyinySantoyDomingoy
Tehuantepecyandyaypoetryyread-
ingyinytheyRegionalyPrisonyofy
Tehuantepecy

CoUNSElING & ClINICAl 
PSYCHoloGY
COunSeLInG PSYChOLOGY

gilbert creutzberg (M.A.,y1968)y
recentlyyauthoredyaybook,yThe 
Mosaic,ywhichytellsyofyhisyyouthy
duringyNazi-occupiedyHolland.y
Heyisyaycertifiedyrehabilitationy
counseloryandyaylicensedymentaly
healthycounselor.yy

eduCATIOnAL PSYChOLOGY

neal wrightson (M.A.,y
1986)yalongywithyanotheryTCy

alumnusyDanielyRyany(Ed.D.,y
1998)yareyplanningyaynationaly
educationyconferenceywithythey
ProgressiveyEducationyNetworky
(PEN)yinyChicago,yNovembery
10-12,y2011.y

CURRICUlUM & TEACHING
CuRRICuLuM & TeAChInG

richard Alexander (M.A.,y
1941;yB.S.,y1939)yreceivedythey
LegionyofyHonoryfromythey
CounselyGeneralyofyFrance.y
Alexanderyparticipatedyinythey
liberationyofyFrance,yfirstywhiley
servingyasymasterysergeant,ytheny
asyAide-de-Campytoythey83rdy
DivisionyArtilleryyCommandery
ofytheyU.S.yArmy.y

catherine pangan (Ed.D.,y
2008)ywasynamedytoytheyRichardy
W.yGuyeryChairyinyEducationy
atyButleryUniversity.ySheyalsoy
writesyayteachers’yadviceycolumny
foryNew Teacher Advocateythey
nationalynewsletterypublishedy
byyKappayDeltayPiyinternationaly
honorysocietyyinyeducation.y

samuel henry (Ed.D.,y1978;y
M.A.,y1974)yhasybeenynamedytoy
theyOregonyBoardyofyEducation.y
Henry,ycurrentlyyfacultyyiny
theyPortlandyStateyUniversityy
GraduateySchoolyofyEducation,y
andywasypreviouslyytheychairy
ofytheyOregonyCommissionyony
ChildrenyandyFamilies.y

eARLY ChILdhOOd eduCATIOn

susan Milligan (M.A.,y1995)y
recentlyyauthoredyaybook,yJazzy 
Fairy Tales, a Resource Guide and 
CD (AlfredyMusicyPublishing).y

eLeMenTARY ChILdhOOd 
eduCATIOn

Margaret rourke granados 
(M.A.,y1990)ywasyappointedy
asynextyheadyofyschoolyatythey
MontclairyCooperativeySchool.y
“Iyamydelightedytoyhaveyhadyay
happyyandyfulfillingycareerysincey
myygraduationyfromyTC.yIyamy
gratefulyforytheychanceytoyworky
withyanyengaged,ybrightycohorty
andypassionateyprofessors.”y

“Talking to a jury is very similar to talking to a 
class,” says Carter M. Stewart (M.A. ’95). “You 
have to move them from A to B, and be persuasive 
and creative.” 

The courtroom and the classroom have exerted 
a dual pull on Stewart for years. Born in Atlanta 
into a family of educators, he earned his master’s 
degree in education policy at TC while teaching at 
New York’s Friends Seminary. But litigation had 
always interested him, and he already knew then 
that he would go on to law school. 

“I thought I would work on school financing litigation and school 
equity issues,” he says.

Both were emerging areas in the mid-1990s. After suits seeking 
equal funding for all school districts were rejected by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, equity litigation had shifted to the states, where 
some state constitutions guaranteed all children a basic stan-
dard of education. Meanwhile, years of “white flight” had made 
money, not race, the key issue in these arguments. “Even where 
integration was mandated, there was nobody left to integrate,” 
says Stewart, who studied these issues while at Harvard law 
School. “I was interested in the next generation of cases, and I 
thought they would center on socioeconomic status.”

What Stewart didn’t anticipate was that his career would shoot 
him to an entirely different level of prominence—as U.S. Attorney 

for the Southern District of ohio, a position he 
assumed in September 2009 after being recom-
mended by Senator Sherrod Brown (D-ohio) and 
nominated by President obama.

“I’m still not sure how I got this job!” he says, 
though his qualifications were impeccable. After 
law school, Stewart clerked for federal judges 
in New York and the virgin Islands and served as 
Assistant U.S. Attorney in San Jose, California. 
When his wife, a law professor, needed to move 
closer to her family in ohio six years ago, he took a 
job there in private practice.

“I didn’t know a soul in ohio,” Stewart says. “But it has worked 
out well.”

His duties as the top federal law enforcement officer in his 
district are endless, so Stewart has had to be creative to stay 
connected to education. He’s done so, he says, by “making pre-
ventive measures a big part of what I do”—including programs 
in which prosecutors talk with youth at risk and help steer them 
away from criminal behavior.  

 “Kids are growing up in rough circumstances, developing as best 
they can on the education front,” he says. “There are equity issues 
related to race, to income. And there are strong parallels there 
with what happens to people in the criminal justice system.”

— Siddhartha Mitter

C l A S S  A C T I o N
Carter Stewart was always interested in equity issues in education. He didn’t figure on ending up as a U.S. Attorney

“I plan to endow a scholarship at
Teachers College through a bequest
gift from my Individual Retirement
Account. It’s easy to do and makes 
a lot of sense.”

–– James J. Shields, Ed.D., 
Philosophy and the Sciences, Grace Dodge Society member since 2001

For more information on gift annuities, 
bequests or other planned gifts,
please contact:
Louis Lo Ré
Director of Planned Giving
212-678-3037 or  email: lore@tc.edu
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HEAlTH & BEHAvIoR 
STUDIES
heARInG IMPAIRMenT

Mary hoffman (M.A.,y2008)y
wroteyaycollectionyofyshorty
storiesycalledyAt Home Anywhere 
(NewyRiversyPress).yTheycol-
lectionywonythey2008yManyy
Voicesyprojectysponsoredybyy
theypublisher.yWithyformeryTCy
ProfessoryYeyWang,ysheyco-
authoredyanyarticleyforyAmerican 
Annals of the Deafy(Volumey155,y
Numbery2,y2010).ySheyisycur-
rentlyyworkingyasyanyitineranty
teacheryofytheydeafyandyhardyofy
hearingyinyBrooklyn,yNY.

LeARnInG dISABILITIeS

randy Bennett (Ed.D.,y1979;y
Ed.M.,y1978;yM.A.,y1977)y
wasynamedytoytheyNormany
O.yFrederiksenyChairyiny
AssessmentyInnovationybyythey
BoardyofyTrusteesyofyEducationaly
TestingyService.yBennetty
directedytheyNAEPyTechnologyy

BasedyAssessmentyproject,yandy
helpedylayytheygroundworky
forythey2009yadministrationyofy
theyNAEPyscienceyInteractivey
ComputeryTasksyandythey
upcomingy2011yNAEPyonliney
writingyassessment.yy

nuRSInG eduCATIOn

connie vance (Ed.D.,y1977;y
M.S.,y1968;yB.S.,y1966)yisypro-
fessoryandyformerydeanyatyThey
CollegeyofyNewyRochelley(N.Y.)
SchoolyofyNursing,yandyservedy
asyprofessoryofynursingyatyNewy
YorkyUniversityyforytenyyears.y
Sheyisyco-founderyofytheyGlobaly
SocietyyforyNursingyandyHealth.y
Vanceyisyayprolificywriteryfory
professionalyjournals,ybooks,yandy
theypopularymedia.yyVanceyisyay
consultant,yworkshopyleader,yandy
accreditationyevaluatorytoyhospitaly
departmentsyofynursing,yprofes-
sionalyassociations,yandynursingy
programsythroughoutytheyUnitedy
Statesyandyinternationally.

HUMAN DEvEloPMENT
SOCIOLOGY & eduCATIOn

Keith Taylor (Ed.D.,y2004)y
completedyaymaster’syiny
SecurityyStudiesyatytheyNavaly
PostgraduateySchoolyCentery
foryHomelandyDefenseyandy
Security.ySergeantyTaylorycur-
rentlyyservesyasyaysupervisoryiny
theyNYPDyEmergencyyServicey
Unit’syWeaponsyofyMassy
DestructionyResponseyTeam.yy
HeyresidesyinyManhattan.

MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE & 
TECHNoloGY
COMMunICATIOn & eduCATIOn

Jeff sult (Ed.M.,y2003)ywony
anyEmmyyAwardyforyhisyworky
onyMLB Tonight onytheyMajory
LeagueyBaseballyNetwork.yy
HeylivesyinyNewyYork.y

COMPuTInG In eduCATIOn

Frederick scott (M.A.,y2000)y
recentlyyauthoredyanyarticleyiny
ISTE’symagazine,yLearning & 

Leading with Technology.yHeycur-
rentlyymanagesytheyInstructionaly
TechnologyyDepartmentyfory
ChesterfieldyCountyyPublicy
Schools,yVirginia.

TeChnOLOGY SPeCIALIST

robin wilensky (M.A.,y2010)y
andyheryhusbandyNeilywouldy
likeytoyannounceytheyarrivalyofy
theirydaughter,yLucyySage,yborny
onyMayy6,y2010,yaty7lbsy2ozyandy
20yinchesylong.y

SCIenCe eduCATIOn

Madeline goodstein (Ed.D.,y
1968)yauthoredyWheels! Science 
Projects with Bicycles, Skateboards, 
and Skatesy(Enslow),ytheylasty
inyheryseriesyofysevenybooksy
designatedyforyscienceylibrar-
iesyinymiddleyschoolsyandy
highyschools.ySheyisyretiredyasy
ProfessoryEmeritayfromyCentraly
ConnecticutyStateyUniversity.

“I plan to endow a scholarship at
Teachers College through a bequest
gift from my Individual Retirement
Account. It’s easy to do and makes 
a lot of sense.”

–– James J. Shields, Ed.D., 
Philosophy and the Sciences, Grace Dodge Society member since 2001

For more information on gift annuities, 
bequests or other planned gifts,
please contact:
Louis Lo Ré
Director of Planned Giving
212-678-3037 or  email: lore@tc.edu
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T he 1980s in America are generally regarded 
as a time when the country veered in a con-
servative direction. Not so in psychothera-

peutic circles, however. There, a new movement 
called relational psychoanalysis pushed the pro-
fession to become more cognizant of the effects 
of the therapist’s participation—or, as Tony Bass 
puts it, of how patient and analyst “co-create the 
psychoanalytic situation.”

“It seems obvious now,” says Bass, a faculty mem-
ber and supervising analyst at NYU’s Postdoctoral 
Program in Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy.  
“But it wasn’t then.” 

In traditional psychoanalysis, Bass says, the analyst was seen 
as neutral, “almost like a screen on which patients cast differ-
ent images from their past.” But a group of young colleagues at 
NYU, led by Stephen Mitchell, co-author of the landmark text 
Object Relations in Psychoanalytic Theory, took issue with this 
approach. They were children of the ‘60s, skeptical of all author-
ity, including the analyst’s. “We felt that the particulars of who 
a person is has a shaping element of the work,” says Bass. “We 
needed an open exploration of what each of us is bringing to the 
situation. It was a radical thing.”

Relational psychoanalysts like Neil Altman, author of The Analyst 
in the Inner City, would also ultimately make class issues central 
to their overall philosophy.

 “There was a tremendous sense of excitement about studying 
something new and important,” Bass recalls. “It was thrilling to 
be part of a new movement that was gaining traction and really 
influencing what was going on in the whole field.” 

None of this ferment was on Bass’s radar in 1978, when he came 
to TC to study clinical psychology (he wrote a dissertation on 

eating disorders). Prior to that he had worked 
at the University of California Medical Center in 
San Francisco and completed a master’s degree 
at Harvard Graduate School of Education.  

But at NYU’s postdoctoral program in 
Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy, Bass met 
Mitchell, who became first his mentor and then 
his colleague and close friend.  A group embraced 
and expanded upon Mitchell’s ideas, launching a 
journal, Psychoanalytic Dialogues, that Bass now 
edits, and—in 2000, following Mitchell’s death—
the Association for Relational Psychoanalysis 

and Psychotherapy. And inevitably, what had been radical became 
accepted and even mainstream.

Today, the Association has about 1,000 members across 25 
countries, and Bass and his colleagues have trained hundreds of 
students. In addition to his duties at NYU, Bass teaches at num-
ber of postdoctoral programs where relational psychoanalysis is 
taught and directs the Stephen Mitchell for Relational Studies, 
in New York City.

But perhaps the ultimate sign that things have moved full circle 
came last fall, when Bass was invited back to Columbia to join the 
faculty at the prestigious Center for Psychoanalytic Training and 
Research—a bastion of the traditional approach that he and his 
colleagues had critiqued and rebelled against for two decades.  

Bass says that the people who invited him there told him that, in 
a certain way, it was a historic moment for the institution:

“Here was this great and formidable institute of traditional 
psychoanalysis, welcoming someone to its faculty who rep-
resented a movement in psychoanalysis that questioned the 
analyst’s authority.”

—Elizabeth Dwoskin

T H E  P S Y C H o A N A l Y S T  W H o  D I D N ’ T  T A K E  T H I N G S  l Y I N G  D o W N
Tony Bass helped start a radical movement in psychoanalysis. Today’s it’s become mainstream

oRGANIZATIoN & 
lEADERSHIP
AduLT LeARnInG & LeAdeRShIP

lucia Alcántara (Ed.D.,y
2009)ywasyawardedythey
2011yRotaryyFellowshipyfory
InternationalyStudiesyinyPeacey
andyConflictyResolutionyfel-
lowship,yandywillyworkyaty
theyprofessionalydevelopmenty
centeryinyChulalongkorny

UniversityyinyBangkok,y
Thailand.yAlcántarayisy
PrincipalyandyFounderyofy
FuturesyTodayyConsulting.y y

eduCATIOnAL AdMInISTRATIOn

sarah Ann gillman (M.A.,y
1993)yjoinedySaveythey
Childrenyiny2009yasyChiefy
FinancialyOfficeryandyVPyfory
FinanceyandyInformationy

Technology.ySarahyhasyworkedy
foryColumbiayUniversityyiny
planning,yandyservedyasyany
adjunctyassistantyprofessory
inytheyBusinessySchool.yPriory
toythat,yGillmanywasyVicey
PresidentyofyPlanningyandy
BudgetingyforytheyWildlifey
ConservationySociety.ySheylivesy
inyLarchmont,yNewyYorkywithy
heryhusbandyandytwoysons.

InQuIRY In eduCATIOnAL 
AdMInISTRATIOn

Daniel ryan (Ed.D.,y1998)y
isyworkingywithyanotheryTCy
alum,yNealyWrightsony(M.A.,y
1986),yinyplanningyaynationaly
educationyconferenceywithy
theyProgressiveyEducationy
Networky(PEN)yinyChicagoyiny
Novembery2011.y
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Former TC faculty member d I n O 
A n A G n O ST  (Ed.D, ’77), who conducted 
the little orchestra Society, which pres-
ents concerts for children and adults, 
passed away in late March.  The orches-
tra’s mission was to present early music 
with an historically appropriate ensemble and to reach a 
broader audience with contemporary music. Anagnost con-
ducted the orchestra in more than a thousand public concerts, 
appearing at the major venues in the largest American cities. 
The repertory ranged from children’s favorites to adult 21st-
century composition. Anagnost presented works by Copland, 
Stravinsky and leonard Bernstein, and even hosted the tennis 
star Billie Jean King as a soloist in 1988. King bounced tennis 
balls off the timpani. Anagnost founded several vocal groups, 
including the orpheon Chorale and the Metropolitan Singers/
Greek Choral Society.  

R e G I n A  M .  L I L LY - W A R n e R  (Ed.D, 
’97), a long-time music educator and 
classically trained pianist, organist, vio-
list and singer, passed away in January. 
lilly-Warner served for 32 years in the 
New Haven Public School System, most 
recently as Supervisor of Music, library Media and Advanced 
Placement Programs. Her work included ongoing collabora-
tions with the Music in Schools Initiative at the Yale School of 
Music. She was a guest at both the 2007 and 2009 Symposia 
on Music in Schools. In 2001, the Yale School of Music honored 
her with its Cultural leadership Citation in recognition of her 
achievements in music education.

Professor Emeritus P h I L  C .  L A n G e 
passed away in December 2010. lange, 
who was adopted as a child, earned 
his bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral 
degrees by the age of 23, and became 
chairman of the English Department 
at Wayland Junior College in Wisconsin. He later served as 
chairman of both the Education and Psychology Departments 
at Arizona State College, and in the same roles at State 
University of New York at Fredonia. At Teachers College, where 
he taught from 1950 through 1979, lange served as head of 
Child Psychology and Educational Technology, and as a con-
sultant for SRA Reading, Sesame Street, and xerography. He 
was also a consultant expert for the U.S. State Department, 
UNESCo and USAID. 

V I n C e n T  d e L  B A G n O , TC’s Director 
of Capital Projects, passed away earlier 
this year. Del Bagno, who was hired by 
the College as Director of Facilities in 
1996, was a colorful and beloved figure 
at TC, which held a special memorial ser-
vice for him in March. “He was Director of Capital Projects, but 
no title could capture his outsized talents,” said TC President 
Susan Fuhrman. “vince could take you on an architectural 
tour and make the walls talk. He could make a stairwell seem 
as fascinating as the cosmos itself.” Fuhrman called Del 
Bagno “a charismatic schmoozer” who was both “the guard-
ian of TC’s treasures and a TC treasure himself,” and who 
“gave fabled places like the Gottesman libraries and Milbank 
Chapel a new lease on life.” 

R E M E M B R A N C E S

siri Akal Khalsa (Ed.D.,y1994;y
Ed.M.,y1993),yhasyworkedyasy
AssistantyHeadyofySchoolyaty
OakwoodyFriendsySchoolyiny
Poughkeepsie,yNY,yasyHeadyofy
SchoolyandynowyasyPresidenty
atyChapelyHill-ChauncyyHally
SchoolyinyWaltham,yMass.y
SheyisyalsoyonytheyBoardyofy
DirectorsyofytheyAssociationyofy
IndependentySchoolsyofyy
NewyEngland.

evelyn rossetti-ryan (Ed.D.,y
2005;yM.A.,yTESOL,y1991)ywasy
namedyCavaliereydell’Ordiney
dellayStellaydellaySolidarietay

Italianay(KnightedyinytheyOrdery
ofytheyItalianyStaryofySolidarity)y
byytheyItalianygovernmentyforyhery
promotionyofyItalianycultureyiny
theyU.S.,yandyheryworkyasyexecu-
tiveydirectoryofytheyWestchestery
ItalianyCulturalyCenter.y

nuRSe eduCATIOn/ 
nuRSe exeCuTIVe

Diane Mancino (Ed.D.,y
1995)ywasyinductedyintoy
theyAmericanyAcademyyofy
Nursing,yasyoneyofythey2010y
newyFellows.ySheyservesyasy
theyExecutiveyDirectoryofythey
NationalyStudentyNurses’y

Associationy(NSNA)yandyy
theyFoundationyofytheyy
NSNAy(FNSNA).y

nuRSInG ORGAnIZATIOn  
exeCuTIVe ROLe

Adrienne Kowitz Mutell 
paskal (Ed.M.,y1987;yM.A.,y
1986)ywasynominatedyforythey
“EverydayyHeroyAward”yfory
KaiseryPermanenteymembersy
whoyspendytheynightyatytheySany
RafaelyMedicalyCenteryandythey
PatientyCareyServicesystaffywhoy
careyforythem,ytheyawardystated,y
“AdrienneyPaskalyepitomizesythey
idealsyofyNursing.”y

oRGANIZATIoNAl 
PSYCHoloGY
Diane Katz (M.A.,y1982)y
authoredyaybook,yWin at Work! 
The Everybody Wins Approach to 
Conflict Resolutiony(Wiley).yWhiley
atyTC,ysheyattendedyaylecturey
onyconflictyresolutionywithy
MortonyDeutsch,yandythatyshey
saidypointedyheryinytheydirection,y
culminatingyinythisybook.y“Withy
myybookybeingypublished,yIytrulyy
oweyaydebtyofygratitudeytoyTCy
andyMortonyDeutsch.yMyyedu-
cationyatyTCyhelpedytoybroadeny
myyviewyandyopenymyyvistas.y
Myymostysincereythanks!”
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yaysubsequentypaper,y“WhenyCareyBecomesyayBurden,”yfocusedy
nationalyattentionyonyaychangingyhealthycareysystemythatyforcesy
familiesytoyactyasycaregiversyforyrecentlyydischargedypatients.y

Faginyhasybeenylionizedyasyay“LivingyLegend”ybyythey
AmericanyAcademyyofyNursing,yhadyaybuildingyandyayprofes-
sorshipynamedyafteryheryatytheyUniversityyofyPennsylvania,yandy
receivedyayslewyofyawardsyandyhonoraryydegrees.yYetycollegialityy
hasyfiguredyequallyyinyherysuccess.yAystrikingywomanywithyaybril-
liantysmile,yFaginyisytheykindyofypersonywhoywillytakeyyouryarmy
minutesyafterymeetingyyou,yandywhoywindsyupyatytheycenteryofy
talking,ylaughingypeopleywhereverysheygoes.yTimeyandyagain,yshey
seemsytoyhaveymetysomeoneywhoymentoredyher,ysuggestedyaynewy
professionalydirection,ypickedyupytheyphoneyonyherybehalf,yory
simplyydroppedyeverythingytoycomeyjoinyheryteam.y

Thereywasytheydayyiny1943,ywhenyFagin,ytheny17,yandyayfriendy
spottedyaysignyonyLexingtonyAvenueyforysomethingycalledythey
NursingyCouncilyforyWaryService.yTheyyhadyalreadyydecidedytoy
becomeynursesysoytheyycouldyserveyinyWorldyWaryII,yandywerey
tryingytoydecideywhichyhospitalytoyseekyoutyforytraining.y

“Aywomanythere,yDorothyyWheeler,yspentyjustyhalfyany
hourywithyus,ybutysheyprobablyyhadyasymuchyinfluenceyonymey
asyanyoneyI’veyeverymet,”yFaginyrecalls.y“Sheysaidy‘Youyareynoty
goingytoyayhospitalyschool.yTheyfutureyofynursingyisyaycollegey
program,yyouyhaveygotytoygoytoycollege.’”y

Collegeyprogramsywereyconsideredysuspectybyymanyyiny
theyprofessionywhoyassumedytheyywouldyprovideyinsufficienty
clinicalyexperience.yButyFaginyheededyWheeler’syadviceyandy
wentytoyWagner,yaysmallyprivateyLutheranycollegeywithyay
newynursingyprogram,yandytookycoursesyinyanatomy,yphysi-
ologyyandychemistry.yItywasytheybeginningyofyanyongoingy
andyfruitfulytensionyinyherycareerybetweenyclinicalyworkyandy
nursingyeducation.yy

“Iyhadynoyinten-
tionyofybeingyiny
education,ybecausey
Iylovedytheyclinicaly
work,yeveryysingley
minuteyofyit,yandyIy
doytoythisyday,”yshey
says.y“WhenyIyhavey
myydearyfriendsy
orymyysisteryinytheyhospital,yandyI’my
thereyasytheirynurse,ysoytoyspeak,yIy
leaveyandyIyfeel,y‘Oh,ymyyGod,yIylovey
nursing.yIt’syme,yit’sywhoyIyam.”y

Butyiny1950,yworkingyasyayclinicaly
instructoryinytheyadolescentypsychiat-
ricyunityatyBellevueyHospital,yFaginydiscoveredyotherydimen-
sionsytoyherycalling.yDuringymeetings,ywhenytheychiefypsychia-
tristyaskedynursesyforytheiryopinionsyofypatients,yFaginynoticedy
thatyayyoungyTeachersyCollegeystudent,yGertrudeyStokes,ynevery
beganyheryassessmentsywithytheywordsyI feel.yy

“She’dystartywithytheyintellectualypart—‘Well,yyouyknowyhey
actuallyyseemsytoyfityaydescriptionyfromyErichyFrommyoryHarryy
StackySullivan,’”yFaginysays.y“She’dybringyinytheyliteratureyandytheny
goytoyheryperceptionyofytheypatient.yAndyIywouldysitythereywithymyy
mouthyhangingyopen,ythinking,y‘Iywantytoybeylikeythat.’”yyy

Thatysameyfall,yFaginyenrolledyatyTCyinyaynewypsychiatricy
nursingymaster’sydegreeyprogramyledybyyHildegardyPeplau,y
whoywouldybecomeyknownyasy“theymotheryofypsychiatricy
nursing.”yFaginyquicklyyfellyunderyPeplau’syspell—inyparty
becauseyPeplauydid,yinyfact,yattachygreatyimportanceytoytheyusey
ofyfeelingsycombinedywithyone’syscientificyknowledge.yInyhery
seminalytext,yInterpersonal Relations in Nursing,yPeplauyarguedyfory
theycreationyofyaysharedyexperienceybetweenynurseyandypatient,y
andysheybelievedystronglyyinypsychoanalysis.y(Faginyherselfy
underwentyFreudianytherapy,yandylaterydrewyonyitytoyarticulatey

yIyseeynursingyasythey
applicationyofyscienceyinyany
artisticyway.yToydoythat,yyouy
haveytoybeyveryyknowledgeable—
aboutyscience,yaboutyhumanity,y
aboutypatientycare.

~  C L A I R e  F A G I n

ClaireyFagin
(continued from back cover)
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heryviewyofytheydamagey
causedybyyseparatingy
youngypatientsyfromy
theirymothers:yasyay
childysheyherselfyhady
twiceygoneytoyliveywithy
relativesywhenyheryowny
motherywasyill.)y

ButyPeplauyalsoy
sprinkledyherylecturesy
withyreferencesytoy

famousythinkersyandypractitio-
ners,ysendingyherystudentsyliter-
allyyracingytoytheylibraryytoybey
theyfirstytoylookythemyup.yFaginy
alsoytookyay“mind-blowing”y
seminarytaughtyledybyyGoodwiny
Watson,yfounderyofyThe Journal 
of Applied Behavioral Science,yandy
struckyupyaylifelongyfriendshipy
withyayfellowystudent,yGweny
Tudor,ywhoylateryheadedythey
psychiatricynursingydepartmenty
ofytheynewyclinicalycenteryatythey
NationalyInstitutesyofyHealthy
andybecameytheyfirstynurseytoy
publishyaypaperyinyThe Journal  
of Psychiatry.y

“ItywasyanyatmosphereyofyintellectualismythatyIyhadynevery
experiencedybefore,”yFaginysays.y“Iycameyoutyofyitywithyaydifferenty
viewyofymyself.yIyfeltytrulyyeducated.”yy

InsteadyofyreturningytoyBellevue,yFaginytookyonyayresearchy
consultancyyassignmentyPeplauyhadyarrangedywithytheyNationaly
LeagueyofyNursing.ySheyservedyasyGwenyTudor’sydeputyyatyNIH,y
whereyBrunoyBettelheimyandyothery“names”ydroppedyinyfory
visits,yandywhereythereywasyfreedomytoyimplementycutting-edgey
theoriesyfromyaroundytheyworld.yAndyatytheyChildren’syHospitaly
inyWashington,yD.C.,yworkingyunderytheyfamousypsychiatristy
ReginaldyLourie,ysheybecameytheynation’syfirstypsychiatricyliaison.yy

AlongytheywayysheymarriedySamyFagin,yanyengineer.yTheyy
movedybackytoyNewyYorkyiny1956—andyforytheyfirstytimeyiny
years,yClaireyfoundyherselfyscramblingyforywork.yAgain,yheryinter-
estsywereyclinical—butytheyjobythatymaterializedywasyhelpingytoy
createyaymaster’sydegreeyprogramyatyNYUyinypsychiatricynursing.y
Byytheytimeysheyleft,y14yyearsylater,yshe’dygottenyherydoctoratey
andybuiltyaynationallyyrecognizedyprogramythatywasyamongythey
firstytoyincludeyaycommunityymentalyhealthycomponentyandyay

formalymechanismyforyminorityyrecruitment.yShe’dyalsoyadoptedy
twoysonsyandycomeytoyaynewyunderstandingyofytheyconnectiony
betweenyeducationyandypractice.

“Iyseeynursingyasytheyapplicationyofyscienceyinyanyartisticyway,”y
sheysays.y“Toydoythat,yyouyhaveytoybeyveryyknowledgeable—abouty
science,yaboutyhumanity,yaboutypatientycare.yYouyhaveytoyableytoy
putyitytogetheryandyknowyitysoywellythatyyouycanyfocusyityallyony
theypatient.”

WithyherysubsequentysuccessyatyLehman,ytheyNYUyexperi-
enceytransformedyFagin—inyothers’yeyesyandyheryowny—fromyay
perennialy“secondybanana”ytoyleaderymaterial.yIny1977,yPennycamey
knockingywithyaynursingydeanship,yandyFaginytookyit,ybuildingy
theyschoolyintoytheynation’sytop-rankedyprogram.ySheyrecruitedy
staryfacultyyandyadministrators,ycreatedyayboardyofyoverseers,ybuilty
ayrelationshipywithyPenn’symedicalycenteryandyassiduouslyyculti-
vatedytheymedia.y

“IydidyeverythingyIycouldytoymakeyusyvisible,”ysheysays,ylaugh-
ing.y“Iywentytoybenefitsywhereverythereywasysomeoneyweywantedy
onyouryboard,yandyIyalwaysywentyoverytoyRuthySeltzer,ywhoy
wroteytheysocietyycolumnyforytheyInquirer,yandysaidy‘Hi,yI’my
ClaireyFagin,ydeanyofytheyschoolyofynursing,’yandyshe’dyputymyy
pictureyinytheypaper.yWell,ythereywereyaylotyofynursesymarriedytoy
wealthyypeopleywhoyweren’tyevenyadmittingytheyywereynurses,y
andytheyystartedycomingyoutyofytheycloset.”y

Faginywasysoysuccessful,yandycameytoybeyregardedyasysuchyany
adroityinstitutionalypolitician,ythatyayyearyafterysheyleftytheydean-
shipyPenn’syboardyaskedyherytoyserveyasytheyUniversity’syinterimy
president,ywithyaydefinedyone-yearyterm.ySheyenjoyedyitysoymuchy
thatysheyhasysinceywonderedywhetherysheydidn’tycomeylateytoyhery
trueycalling.yy

SinceyleavingyPenn,yFaginyhasyworkedyforytwoyfoundations,y
creatingyscholarshipsyforynurseyeducatorsytoyconductyresearch.y
Sheybelievesytheyprofessionydesperatelyyneedsymoreypeopley
withydoctoratesywhoycanybuildytheydisciplineyandyweighyinyony
researchyonynationalypolicyyissues.yYetyaystoryysheytellsymakesy
ityclearythatyshe’systillytheyclinicianywhoseyrealyloveyisyworkingy
withypatients:y

“MyyhusbandyandyIywereyatythisybigymeetingyaywhileyback,yandy
someoneyshouted,y‘Isythereyaydoctoryinytheyhouse?’yNobodyyinythisy
hugeyaudienceygotyup,yandySamylookedyatymeyandysaid,y‘Soywhaty
areyyouygoingytoydo?’ySoyIystoodyupyandysaid,y‘I’myaynurse.’yAndyIy
gotydownyonytheyfloorywithythisywoman,yandyIyheldyheryhand,yandy
thatywasywhatysheyneeded.yIyfocusedyonyheryandysheyfocusedyonyme.y
Iywasn’tygoingytoygiveyherysomeybigydiagnosis.yBut,yyouyknow,ysoy
manyydoctorsyandynursesydon’tyevenylookyatyyouywhenyyouycomey
intoyayroom.yAndyifysomeoneydoesn’tylookyatyyou,ythenyinymyy
opinion,ythatypersonyisn’tyaycaregiver.”yy

S C e n e S  F R O M  A  L I F e  
Clockwise from upper left: 
Fagin amid pomp and circum-
stance; with Peplau and Tudor; 
at the dedication of Penn’s 
Claire Fagin Hall; her parents; 
with her husband and sons. 
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SueyAnnyWeinbergy(Ed.D.,y’97)yneverymeantytoydoy
moreythanyjustytakeyaycourseyorytwoyatyTeachersy
College.yHerychildrenywereyawayyatyschool,yheryhus-

bandywasytravelingyforywork,yandysheywasytryingytoyfigurey
outywhatytoydoynextywithyherylife.y

Inymanyyways,yTCyturnedyoutytoybeywhatyWeinbergydidy
next,yasysheyendedyupywithyanyEd.D.yand,yeventually,yayseaty
onytheyCollege’syBoardyofyTrustees—andyTCyendedyupywithy
oneyofyitsystaunchestysupportersyandyfriends.yy

“IyhadysuchyaygreatyexperienceyatyTCythatyopenedyupysoy
manyyintellectualyinterestsyandypursuitsyforyme,”ysheysays.y“Iy
thinkytheyeducationyofyouryyoungypeopleyisytheymostyimpor-
tantythingyforytheyfutureyofyourycountry—particularlyywithy
soymanyypeopleycomingyhereyfromyotherynations.”yy

PerhapsytheydieywasycastytheydayyWeinbergysignedyupyfory
heryfirstycourse:ytheyHistoryyofyEducation,ytaughtybyytheygreaty
historianyandyTCypresidentyLawrenceyCreminyandyhisygradu-
ateyassistant,yEllenyLagemann,ylateryDeanyofytheyHarvardy
GraduateySchoolyofyEducation,yandyalsoyaybrilliantyhistorian.yy

“Larryywasyaymagicyteacher,”yWeinbergyrecalls.y“Heywasy
soywidelyyread,yandyheyhadysuchyaybroadyunderstandingyofy
education.yIywasysoynaïveythatyIydidn’tyrealizeyheywasyteach-
ingyhistoriographyyasywellyasyhistory.yHeywasyshowingyusy

howytoyreadyhistoryycritically,ytoyunderstandytheyhistorian’sy
pointyofyview.”yyy

Creminypersuadedyherytoytakeymoreycourses.yOneyony
literatureywithyMaxineyGreene.yAnotheryony“Educationy
andyValues,”ywithytheyphilosopheryPhilipyPhenix,ythaty
exploredytheyethicalyideasyembeddedyinydifferentydisci-
plines.yAnotheryatyUnionyTheologicalySeminary,y“ony
death—“butyitywasyreallyyaboutylife”—andystillyanotheryaty
ColumbiayLawySchool,yonylawyandyliterature,ywithyayread-
ingylistythatyincludedyBilly Budd,yThe Brothers Karamazovyandy
The Merchant of Venice.

“Larryykeptysuggestingythings,”yWeinbergysays,ysmiling.y
“He’dysay,y‘Takeytheycomprehensives,yjustyforyfun.’y‘Sketchy
outyanyoutlineyforyaydissertation—justyforyfun.’y‘Writeyay
chapter,yjustytoyseeywhatyitywouldybeylike.’”y

WithyCreminyasyheryadvisor,yWeinbergyultimatelyychosey
toywriteyherydissertationyaboutyLewisyMumford,ytheyphilos-
opheryandyarchitectureycriticywhoywroteyforyThe New Yorker.y
Mumfordywasynotyanyacademic—illnessyhadypreventedyhimy
fromyeveryearningyaycollegeydegree—butyWeinbergycastyhimy
inytheyroleyofy“criticyasyeducator,”yreflectingyCremin’syviewy
thatyeducationyisysomethingythatyoccursyoutsideytheyclass-
roomyasymuchyasyin.

“Mumfordylivedyinyaylittleytownynotyfaryfromy
Poughkeepsie,yandyIycalledytoyaskyifyIycouldycomeyupyandy
seeyhim,”ysheyrecalls.y“Hisywifeysaidyheywasn’tyseeingyanyoney
anymore,ysoyIyaskedyifyIycouldycomeyinterviewyher.yIydrovey
upyandytalkedywithyher,yandyafteryaylittleywhile,ysheysaid,y
‘OK,ycomeyonynowyandywe’llygoyseeyLewis.”yIydidythatyeveryy
twoyorythreeyweeks.yHeywasybeginningytoyfail,yphysicallyy
andymentally,ybutyheywasywonderful,yandysoywasyshe.yTherey
wereysymposiaygoingyonyaboutyhimyandyhisywork,yandyshe’dy
goywithyme.ySheywasyinyheryearlyy90s.yWeyhadyaygreatytimey
together—sheywasyveryyspecial.”y

AyFriendyInyDeedy
Sue Ann Weinberg is a trustee’s trustee—
loyal, informed and as passionate as the student she once was
by Joe Levine

yYouycanyhaveyallytheypedagogyy
inytheyworld,ybutyifyyouydon’ty
reallyyknowyyourysubjectyinsidey
andyout,yyouryteachingyisygoingytoy
beysomewhatyflat.
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Mumford’syideasywereyaheadyofyhisytimeyandyveryyappli-
cableytoytoday’syworld,yWeinbergysays.y“Heywasyconcernedy
aboutytheyuseyofyenergyyandyourynaturalyresources,yandyalsoy
withytechnology—itsygreatypromise,ybutyalsoyitsydehuman-
izingypotential.”yy

Midwayythroughyheryworkyonytheydissertation,yCreminy
died,yandyWeinbergywasyinheritedyasyanyadviseeybyyanothery
TCyfacultyymemberywho,yifyanything,yhasyhadyanyeveny
greateryinfluenceyonyherythinking:yRobbieyMcClintock,yany
educationyhistorianywhoysubsequentlyypioneeredyinybring-
ingycomputersyandytheyInternetyintoycertainygroupsyofyNewy
YorkyCity’sypublicyschools.y

WeinbergycallsyMcClintocky“theymostyeducated,ydeep-
est-thinkingypersonyI’veyeveryknown.”ySheybelievesythatyay
proposalyheymadeyforyusingycomputersyonyaysystem-widey
basis,ywhichytheycityynearlyyadoptedyaydecadeyago,ywasy
“fabulous”yandyaymajorymissedyopportunityytoyindividualizey
teachingybasedyonytheyinterestsyofyeachystudent.yyy

“Computersyareyaywonderfulytool,ybutyityseemsyasythoughy
nobodyyhasyfiguredyoutyyetyhowytoyreallyyuseythemyeffective-
lyyinyeducation,”ysheysays.y“Robbie’syproposalywasysoysmarty
andysoydoable.yIt’syayshameyheycouldn’tygetytheyfinancing.”

Weinbergyendedyupycompletingyherydissertationy
underyLagemannyratherythanyMcClintock—“Robbiey
andyIybothyhaveylateralyminds,yandyweywereytooyallyovery
theyplaceytogether”—butyiny2003,ysheyandyheryhusband,y
John,ytheyformerychairmanyofyGoldmanySachs,yendowedy
McClintockyasyTC’syJohnyL.yandySueyAnnyWeinbergy
ProfessoryinytheyHistoricalyandyPhilosophicalyFoundationsy
ofyEducation.yItywasycharacteristicyofyheryphilanthropicy
style,ysaysyheryfriendyandylong-timeycolleague,yMissiey
RennieyTaylor.

“Sueyhasyquietywisdom,”ysaysyTaylor,ywhoyhasyservedyony
boardsywithyWeinbergyatyVassaryandyTC.y“Sheyknowsywhaty
sheybelievesyanyeducationalyinstitutionyneeds.yOverytheyyearsy
atyVassar,ysheyandyJohnyhaveyfundedyimportantyathleticy
facilities—aynewyoutdooryathleticycenteryandyindoorytennisy
courts.ySheysawyathleticsyasyanyessentialypieceyofyaywell-
roundedyliberalyartsycollege.”

Weinbergy“takesyheryroleyasyaytrusteeyjustyasyseriouslyy
asysheydidyherycommitmentyasyaystudent,”yTayloryadds.yy

“Herysenseyofyloyaltyytoyheryalmaymatersyisyremarkableyandy
unique.ySheydoesynotymissyaymeetingynoymatteryhowybusyy
sheyisyandysheyisybusy!ySheyisyalwaysydeeplyyengaged.yThey
imageyIyhaveyofyheryisywithyheryyellowylegalypad,ytakingy
notesyonyeveryyboardydiscussion.yHerycaringyandypassionyy
areycontagious.”

Weinbergyworriesythatythereyaren’tymanyyeducatorsy
todayywithytheykindyofydeepyunderstandingypossessedybyy
CreminyoryMumfordyoryMcClintock.y“Youycanyhaveyallythey
pedagogyyinytheyworld,ybutyifyyouydon’tyreallyyknowyyoury
subjectyinsideyandyout,yyouryteachingyisygoingytoybeysome-
whatyflat,”ysheysays.

ButysheyremainsyconvincedythatyTCyisytheyplaceytoyspear-
headychangeyinyeducation.yy

“SusanyFuhrmanyisyaywonderfulyleader—very,yveryy
smart,yextremelyydynamicyandyveryyorganized,”ysheysays,y
addingythatyshe’syencouragedythat,yasytheyCollegeygearsyupy
foryitsycapitalycampaign,ytheythinkingyreflectsyaybroadyviewy
ofyeducationythatyencompassesyfamiliesyandycommunitiesyasy
wellyasyschools.y

“Thingsygoyinyandyoutyofystyle,”ysheysays.y“Maybeywe’rey
comingyaroundytoythatykindyofymomentyagain.”y

TCFriendyofytheyCollege

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  P E T E R  v I D o R
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TC InyFocusy

She ended up running the University of Pennsylvania,  
but Claire Fagin’s heart has always been by the patient’s side

by Joe Levine

y henyClaireyFaginy(M.A.,y’51)ywasygrowingy
upyinyNewyYorkyinythey1930s,yheryparents—

EuropeanyJewishyimmigrants—toldyeveryone

y sheywouldybeyaydoctor.yHeryfatheryevenycalledyhery
“Clarence”ytoyprimeyheryforywhatywasythenyalmostyexclu-

sivelyyayman’sycareer.y•yFaginyhadyotheryideas.y“Itywasynoty
inymyysoulyorymyyheartytoybeyayphysician,”ysheyrecalledyrecently.y
“Later,ywhenyIycouldyexplainyitytoymyselfypsychiatrically,yIyreal-

izedythatymyynaturalybeingyisytoybeyatyaypeerylevelywithypeople.y
Iydon’tyseeymyselfyasysuper-ordinate.yIyseeymyselfyasycollegial,y

andyIybelieveyinyErichyFromm’synotionyofyrationalyauthorityybyy
wayyofyskillyoryknowledge.”y•yThatykindyofyauthorityy

propelledyFaginytoyaycareeryofy“super-ordination”y
thatyhasyincludedyserviceyasytheyfirstyfemaley

presidentyofyanyIvyyLeagueyCollege,ytheypresi-
denciesyofytheyNationalyLeagueyofyNursingy

andytheyAmericanyOrthopsychiatricy
Association,yandyayplaceyatytheyforefrontyofy
seeminglyyeveryymajoryadvanceyinyheryfieldy

duringytheypasty50yyears.y•yTheydoctoraly
dissertationyFaginywroteyatyNYU,yonythey

importanceyofyallowingyparentsytoystayy
withyyoungychildrenywhoyareyhospitalized,y
madeynationalynewsyandyoverturnedyprac-
ticeyatymedicalycentersyacrossytheycountry.y

•yTheyundergraduateybaccalaureateypro-
gramysheyfoundedyatyLehmanyCollegey

wasytheynation’syfirstytoyequipynursesyasy
“primaryypractitioners”ywhoyconductedy

initialypatientyworkups.yAyletterysheypub-
lishedyinyThe New York Timesyiny1996,yand

P H o T o G R A P H  B Y  l I S A  F A R M E R
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