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The analysis of Emergentism, which views the emergence of structure as the result
of the operation of competing processes or constraints across levels and
timeframes, is illustrated through physical systems such as states of water, protein
folding, and geologic formations. Using data from psycholinguistics, child
language learning, sociolinguistics, language typology, second language
learning, and multilingualism, the discussion explores how language structure
arises over time from the interaction of competing pressures that operate at
diverse timeframes (evolution, language change, memory, and learning) and
linguistic levels (articulation, audition, lexicon, morphology, syntax).
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