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But just as important as that “Aha” moment is 
everything that precedes it. Like the proverbial shovel 
breaking through the tunnel wall, sudden insight nearly 
always results from sustained hard work. Scraps of 
knowledge are accumulated through repeated trial and 
error; chance leads are pursued; and only then is the 
puzzle arranged for the final piece to fall into place. 

At Teachers College, our track record of “firsts” 
— new ideas that have changed the world — reflects 
an environment dedicated to both inspiration and 
perseverance. As our Provost, Tom James, likes to say, 
we were conceived of as a skunkworks, an experimen-
tal laboratory where creative risk-taking is a way of 
life. As a result, we have been home to more brilliant 
people tunneling away on issues of teaching, learning, 
physical and mental health, and the leadership of orga-
nizations than any other institution in the world. 

Now we are dedicating ourselves to better posi-
tioning TC as a 21st-century institution that will  

It begins                                                                                                    when — perhaps thanks to 
new technology, new resources or constraints, or a shift in the political 
or social climate — someone looks at a problem with fresh eyes. 

continue to lead, educate and innovate amid a changing 
technological environment and changing opportunities 
for professionals and scholars in the fields we serve.  
Our work on innovation — and all our plans for the 
years ahead — are supported by Where the Future 
Comes First: The Campaign for Teachers College. 
(See page 22 for a report 
on the significant progress 
we have made toward our 
Campaign goal of raising 
$300 million, and particu- 
larly toward our number 
one Campaign priority of 
funding scholarships for 
our talented students.) 

Here are new ap-
proaches TC is taking to 
address some of the most 
important challenges today: 

[  l e t t e r  f r o m t h e  p r e s i d e n t ]

What is 
the life cycle 

     of an idea 
?

B R I L L I A N T  P E O P L E  The College provides an environment that supports both inspiration and perseverance.

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/


reshap ing  st em  educat ion

T   o prepare a new generation for employment in the 
STEM fields — science, technology, engineering 

and mathematics — the nation must tap students from 
low-income, minority and immigrant families. TC has 
recently received nearly $20 million in federal funding to 
extend our work to meet that need. 

Led by Vice Dean A. Lin Goodwin, we have  
created TR@TC2, part of a nationwide effort to pre-
pare teachers who will improve STEM achievement. 
TR@TC2 builds on our leadership in medical residen-
cy-style teacher preparation. Our students co-teach with 
experienced mentors, immerse themselves in education 
research and absorb the principle of universal design 

for learning and curriculum development, which calls 
for educators to create a pathway to understanding for 
each and every learner.

TC is also spearheading the STEM Early College 
Expansion Partnership, through which our National Cen-
ter for Restructuring Education, Schools & Teaching is 
increasing access and achievement in the STEM subjects 
for 22,000 high-need middle and high school students in 

Michigan and Connecticut. 
By taking college-level 
courses, students are 
prompted to think about 
their college potential. 
Their teachers are guided 
by TC faculty members 
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C R E AT I N G  T H E  PAT H  Vice 
Dean A. Lin Goodwin  
established TR@TC2, 
which prepares STEM 
teachers to teach to each 
student’s needs.

[  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2014 ]

i 3  F O R  T C   With prestigious i3 funding  (the largest federal grant in its history) TC is preparing a new generation                 for employment in the STEM fields — science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/ncrest/projects_cp_STEM.html
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/ncrest/projects_cp_STEM.html
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/teachingresidents/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/teachingresidents/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/ncrest/index.html
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/ncrest/index.html
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=alg25
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=alg25


Innovation (i3) grant. It’s the largest single federal 
grant TC has ever received.

global  mental  health 

T   he 21st century is full of promise, but it has 
already been marked by war, natural di-

saster and epidemic. At Teachers College, Lena 
Verdeli and her Global Mental Health Lab are 
developing workable, cost-effective approaches 
to help populations cope with the psychological 
and emotional fallout of these crises.

Dr. Verdeli, who has collaborated with aca- 
demic and humanitarian groups around the world, 
is perhaps best known for successfully adapting a 
method called Interpersonal Psychotherapy for use 
by villagers in Uganda, where the ravages of civil 
war and HIV/AIDS left many adults too paralyzed 
by yo’kwekyawa and okwekubagiza — self-hatred 
and self-pity — to care for their families. Now, 
funded by the International Medical Corps (IMC), 
she and her students are working in Jordan, a 
country of 6.5 million people that has absorbed 
more than 640,000 refugees from Syria during  
the past three years — the equivalent, as Dr. Verdeli 

says, of New York  
absorbing more than 
the entire population 
of Vermont. The TC 
team is comparing 
standard interventions 
to comprehensive 
mental health services 

provided by IMC. The latter, while more expensive, could 
potentially prevent devastating and costly psychological 
consequences for people who may live for years under 
conditions of impermanence and uncertainty.

educat ional  data  m in ing

I nteractions between people and digital technologies 
can generate valuable data about how individuals think, 

Christopher Emdin (science education), Ellen Meier 
(technology) and EricaWalker (mathematics education) 
in using innovative approaches to engage young people 
— for example, rap and hip hop to express complex laws 
of physics, or technology to help students collaborate in 
the classroom. This work, conducted in partnership with 
two other organizations, the Middle College National 
Consortium and Jobs for the Future, is supported by a 
$12 million U.S. Department of Education Investing in 
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T R A I L  G U I D E S  Erica 
Walker (left) and 
Ellen Meier promote 
innovative approaches 
for engaging students 
in STEM learning.

[  l e t t e r  f r o m t h e  p r e s i d e n t ]

i 3  f O R  T c   With prestigious i3 funding  (the largest federal grant in its history) TC is preparing a new generation                 for employment in the STEM fields — science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
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http://mcnc.us/about/our-history/
http://mcnc.us/about/our-history/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ce2165
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http://www.tc.columbia.edu/gmhlab/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=8771&pub=7&issue=293
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decide and learn. Hence the ability of companies such as 
Amazon and Facebook to suggest new books and other 
products that you might be inclined to buy, or of your lap-
top to anticipate email addresses that you frequently use.

The past several years have seen the emergence of a 
new class of teaching tools known as intelligent tutoring 
systems. These tools can recognize and tag sequences of 
keystrokes made by students as successful or unsuccessful 
attempts to implement particular skills. At the class-
room level, they enable teachers to assess their students’ 
knowledge and understanding on a daily basis and alter 
their instruction accordingly. More broadly, smart systems 
can aggregate data, offering a means to improve instruc-

tion and school management on a system-wide or even 
nationwide basis.

As the education community reorients itself to begin 
mining this wealth of data, a major challenge will be to 
produce researchers who combine technical expertise 
with an understanding of learning and human develop-
ment. To that end, TC’s Ryan Baker, Associate Professor 
of Cognitive Studies, has created a unique new cognitively 
based master’s degree program in Learning Analytics. 

Few figures on the education scene today are better 
qualified to lead such an effort. As a graduate student,  
Dr. Baker spent hundreds of hours observing K—12  
classrooms to identify factors that either engage students’ 

[  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2014 ]

  E X T E N D I N G  O U R  T R A C K  R E C O R D  The College is adding to its “firsts” with the launch of unique programs in                     learning analytics, creative technologies, Latino mental health and diabetes management.

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=rsb2162
http://www.columbia.edu/~rsb2162/lak-concentration.html
http://www.columbia.edu/~rsb2162/lak-concentration.html
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interest or lead  
them to tune out.  
He developed  
software that 
functioned as the 
first-ever auto- 
mated detector  
of disengaged 
learning behavior. 
Funded by the 

National Science Foundation, he has since 
co-directed an eight-year study that correlates 
the choices that students made in high school 
using an intelligent tutoring system with their 
longer-term academic outcomes. He also has 
taught a 48,000-student massive open online 
course (TC’s first such effort) and mined it 
for data about the pedagogical methods and 
technologies most responsible for successful 
learning and the challenges of retaining a large 
number of registrants.

In the Learning Analytics master’s degree 
program, TC students will not only learn the 
latest algorithms and tools in learning analytics 
and educational data mining, but also how to 
apply them to real-world problems, informed 
by key theories of cognition and education. 
They will study relevant policy, legal and ethical 
issues involved in conducting analytics on ed-
ucational data. And they will emerge uniquely 
qualified for 21st-century jobs at educational 
technology companies and startups, educa-
tional think-tanks and data groups at city and 
state departments of education.

art  and  technology

T echnology is changing all fields, but 
perhaps none more dramatically than 

the fine arts. At TC, we have re-outfitted our 
sculpture studio as a fabrication laboratory, or 
“fab lab,” with an array of digital and electronic 

[  l e t t e r  f r o m t h e  p r e s i d e n t ]

C R I S I S  H E A L E R  Lena 
Verdeli (center) and 
her students are  
pioneers in providing 
mental health support 
to populations in 
distress — including 
Syrian refugees  
in Jordan.

tools that enable artists to make and activate 
new kinds of objects that give form and ex-
pression to ideas. As Judith Burton, Professor 
of Art & Art Education, put it at a recent TC 
symposium, “Digital technology extends our 
pallet of possibilities, offering fresh insights 
and nuance to the ways in which we make our 
worlds meaningful and solve problems.”

TC is not alone in exploring those pos- 
sibilities, but we stand apart in preparing 
teachers in the arts and other fields to inter- 
weave digital tools and materials into teaching 
that is playful, collaborative, entrepreneurial 
and multi- and cross-disciplinary. Professors 
Burton and Richard Jochum, together with 
doctoral candidate and Instructor Sean 
Justice, are fashioning a new concentration in 
Creative Technologies within our Art & Art 
Education master’s and doctoral programs. 
Their vision is that art is about agency and 
that artists are creative entrepreneurs who 
fashion practical approaches to realize oppor-
tunities — valuable skills in every profession 
and every area of life. In broadening the 
nation’s teaching focus from STEM to STEAM 
— that is, by adding “art” to “science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math” — they seek to 
inspire teachers and students alike to apply 
a very wide range of imaginative approaches 
to the solution of everyday questions and 
problems. Thus our students will include not 
only studio artists but also teachers, principals 
and community outreach and development 
programmers. They will graduate into a New 
York City that is remaking itself as one of the 
nation’s leading centers for technology. 

These are just some of the most striking 
examples of strategic innovation at TC. 
Others include:

n INvESTIGATIoNS  of the potential of 
mindfulness and social and emotional learn-
ing to help young children be attentive and 

  E X T E N D I N G  O U R  T R A c K  R E c O R D  The College is adding to its “firsts” with the launch of unique programs in                     learning analytics, creative technologies, Latino mental health and diabetes management.
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https://www.coursera.org/course/bigdata-edu
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9517&pub=7&issue=342
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9517&pub=7&issue=342
http://mmas.pressible.org/
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http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=rj2137
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=sbj2109
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=sbj2109


collaborative, which could dramatically enhance their 
ability to succeed in school.

n  DEvELoPmENT within our Counseling & Clinical 
Psychology department of a unique program in Latino 

mental health — part of a broader effort to pre-
pare psychologists who can realize Obamacare’s 
vision of integrating mental and physical health-
care for populations in need.

n  A GRowING foCUS  within our Edward 
D. Mysak Clinic for Communication Disorders 
on research-based treatment of aphasia, an 
impairment that affects speech production and 
comprehension and the ability to read or write.

n PILoT TESTING by TC Professor Charles 
Basch in New York City schools of a comprehen- 
sive approach to overcoming health conditions 
that significantly hinder the academic achieve-
ment of low-income and minority youth. 

Much of this work was initially backed 
by our Provost’s Investment Fund, an in-house 
venture capital mechanism to launch  promising 
projects and position them to attract major 
funding from external sources. Nearly 100 
faculty efforts at TC have benefited from the 

Provost’s funding 
since 2007, and sev-
eral have achieved 
national promi-
nence, including 
a curriculum that 
teaches high school 
students about the 
budget deficit and 
national debt, and 

the first online program to prepare nurses, pharmacists 
and other professionals in diabetes care and management. 

Meanwhile, TC faculty, leadership, staff, students 
and alumni continue to grapple with a critical question: 
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[  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  2014 ]

T H E  fA B  T H R E E  Judith 
Burton, Richard 
Jochum (center) and 
Sean Justice believe 
digital technologies 
create new ways  
to make meaning and 
solve problems.

Photographs: Deborah Feingold
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$36,794,921 

Funding TC’s Work A breakdown of the total grant volume for Teachers College in fiscal year 2014

n e w  awa r ds 

$28,907,439
r e n e wa l  awa r ds

$6,352,933
s u p p l e m e n ta l  awa r ds

$1,534,549

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9604&pub=64&issue=344&r=no
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9604&pub=64&issue=344&r=no
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/centers/mysak/index.asp?Id=Aphasia+Therapy&Info=Aphasia+Therapy
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/centers/mysak/index.asp?Id=Aphasia+Therapy&Info=Aphasia+Therapy
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ceb35
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ceb35
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9778
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/dean/


How can we better enable and support innovation — 
with the ultimate goal to sustain and renew our legacy  
of shaping new programs and fields and maximizing 
their success?  

One answer is by exploring the myriad possibili-
ties to better serve thousands of TC alumni and other 
professionals with expanded professional development 
opportunities. Many faculty members are engaged in 
creating new certificate programs in areas ranging from 
mental health to global competency in education. We  
are also using new technologies to help alumni — par- 
ticularly post-master’s professionals — upgrade their 

knowledge and skills.  
Meanwhile, a new 

Chief Information Officer 
for the College, Naveed 
Husain, is strengthening our 
technology expertise and 
capacity on all levels. To  

enhance our practices and broaden our non-credit 
offerings and for-credit online courses and degrees, we’ve 
created a new position, Vice Provost for Digital Learning, 
to catalyze our digital expertise and strategic direction. 
We are developing a new intellectual property policy to 
encourage faculty to develop patentable or licensable 
products. And our newly created Board of Trustees Com-
mittee on strategic innovation is examining and discussing 
our institutional needs and goals across all these areas.

Every institution of higher learning worth its salt 
has brilliant people doing innovative work. At TC we are 
marshaling all our resources to advance our efforts and 
ensure maximum return on investment. That’s strategic 
innovation that just gets better with age. 

w w w . t c . E d u            7

[  l e t t e r  f r o m t h e  p r e s i d e n t ]

K E Y  T H I N K E R  Ryan  
Baker is expanding 
knowledge about learn-
ing generated by mining 
data from education 
technologies.  s U s A N  f U h R m A N  ( P h . D .  ’ 7 7 )

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/search.htm?Id=306868&Display=PDetails
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/search.htm?Id=306868&Display=PDetails
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The late TC education philosopher 
Maxine Greene said, “There is always more 
to see, to learn, to feel.” Since 2007, TC’s 
Provost’s Investment Fund has nurtured 
the vision and creativity of TC’s faculty with 
seed funding for more than 100 innovative, 
cross-disciplinary projects — including the 
archiving of Greene’s papers. 

Projects supported by the Fund address 
major societal issues, unite TC faculty across 
disciplines and often generate substantial 
external funding or collaboration. Past work 
has included helping New York City accom-
modate special needs students entering 
general education classrooms; collaborating 
with Columbia University’s Neurological 
Institute of New York; and mainstreaming 
sexuality, women and gender issues into 
courses at TC. 

During the past year alone, Provost- 
funded work has included:

The TC Provost’s                                                                                                   
Investment Fund backs promising faculty work 

n  the development of school-based 
literacy initiatives that treat health and learning 
as integrated issues for urban minority youth.

n  a working group on environmen-
tal and sustainability education seeking to 
create a concentration, certificate program or 
degree program in this important field.

n  a proposed center to provide lan-
guage and social development interventions 
for young children, especially those with au-
tism, deafness and developmental disabilities, 
and their families.

The Provost’s Fund is perhaps best 
exemplified by a group of younger faculty 
who are rebuilding TC’s Center for African 
Education, which was founded and led by the 
late TC anthropologist George Bond. Says 
TC Provost Thomas James: “Creating thriving 
communities of educational innovation — 
beginning at TC itself — is what the Provost’s 
Investment Fund is all about.” 

i n c l u s i o n
Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz
has facilitated work- 
ing groups of New  
York City teachers as  
part of the Teachers  
College Inclusive  
Classrooms Project.

i d e n t i t y
Faculty members 
Aurelie Athan,  
Melanie Brewster  
and Riddhi Sandil  
launched the Sexuality, 
Women & Gender 
Project to mainstream 
these issues into 
courses at TC. 

i n q u i r y
Ann Rivet is working 
on an interdisciplinary  
science project that 
includes reviewing  
the research on the  
overlap between  
earth sciences and  
geography curricula.

[  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  2014 ]

Igniting 
 the 

 Spark
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the tc provost’s 
investment Fund

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9496
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ys2061
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=meb2222
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=rs3228
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ama81
http://swgproject.org/
http://swgproject.org/
http://swgproject.org/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ar2251
http://tcicp.com/
http://tcicp.com/
http://www.cumc.columbia.edu/dept/neurology/
http://www.cumc.columbia.edu/dept/neurology/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9474
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/centers/cae/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/centers/cae/


I N C L U S I O N
Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz
has facilitated work- 
ing groups of New  
York City teachers as  
part of the Teachers  
College Inclusive  
Classrooms Project.

Illustration: Marty Blake w w w . t c . e d u            9

Y E A R  R E V I E Win

T he past year has  
been one of  

extraordinary achieve- 
ment by Teachers  
College’s faculty  
and students, reflecting  
the College’s rich  
diversity of people  
and ideas and its  
dedication to promot- 
ing innovative and  
original thinking.

n West 120th Street between 
Broadway and Amsterdam 
Avenue was renamed Teachers 
College Way. 

n TC’s 125th anniversary year 
ended with a Gala celebration 
at Harlem’s Apollo Theater 
and the launch of the campaign 
Where the Future Comes 
First.

n Entertainer Barbra 
Streisand created the 
Emanuel & Barbra 
Streisand Fund sup-
porting TC master’s 
and doctoral students. 

n New York City 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña delivered the Phyllis L. 
Kossoff Lecture on Education 

& Policy at TC’s 
Academic Festival.  

n TC mourned 
longtime Trustee 
James Benkard; 
George Bond, 
William F. Russell 

Professor of Anthropology; and 
Maxine Greene, Professor Emer- 
ita of Philosophy and Education.     

n With its next cohort, the 
Cowin Financial Literacy  
Project, funded by Trustee 
Joyce B. Cowin (M.A.’52),  
will have directly reached over  
half of New York City public 
school students. The program  
is available free online to  
all U.S. high schools.

  
  

  
   

.  T E A C H E R S . C O L L E G E  .

OFFICES & DEPARTMENTS u

R I C H  D I V E R S I T Y 
Rear: Young Maxine 
Greene, George C. 
Bond. Foreground: 
NYC schools chief 
Carmen Fariña; 
TC graduates; 
TCCS students

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/newsroom/publications/tc-today/2014/volume-38-no-1/articles/at-academic-festival-a-
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/newsroom/publications/tc-today/2014/volume-38-no-1/articles/at-academic-festival-a-
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/newsroom/publications/tc-today/2014/volume-38-no-1/articles/at-academic-festival-a-
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/newsroom/publications/tc-today/2014/volume-38-no-1/articles/at-academic-festival-a-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Z8fvPouJ1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Z8fvPouJ1U
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=8590
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9259
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[  2014 y e a r  i n  r e v i e w ]
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ACADEMIC EXERCISE With the help of former Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer and other city officials, Teachers College 
Community School opened a new state-of-the-art playground.

School & 
Community  
Partnerships
              TC’s Office of School & Community 
             Partnerships (OSCP) coordinates 
engagement with New York City K—12 public 
schools, directing resources and expertise to  
areas with pronounced disparities in educational 
access and achievement between advantaged 
and disadvantaged groups. OSCP helps 
students succeed and strengthens TC’s knowl-
edge, teaching and research. This year:

STARRY-EYED 

A young  
TCCS student 

dressed for 
astronaut Mike 

Massimino’s  
visit to the 

school.

n At the OSCP-hosted 
annual meeting of the  
International Association 
of Laboratory Schools, 
held on Teachers College’s 
campus, TC President 
Fuhrman said partner-
ships among universities, 
school systems and com-
munities can transform 
public education. Case in 
point: Teachers College 
Community School 

(TCCS), where 85  
percent of students per-
formed at or above 
grade level in literacy 
and math in 2013-2014, 
and led its district in 
applications for kinder- 
garten seats.  

n TCCS hosted an assem-
bly with NASA astronaut 
Mike Massimino, visiting 
professor at Columbia’s  
Fu Foundation School  
of Engineering, and  
was visited by 
actor Jamie Foxx, 
shooting a remake 
of the film “Annie.”

n At the grand 
opening of its 
new state-of-the-
art playground, TCCS 
honored supporter  
Scott Stringer, former  
Manhattan Borough  
President. The school  
has also introduced a 
robust music curriculum 
developed by TC’s  

Lori Custodero 
and opened an 
innovative new 
dedicated music 
room.

n REACH (Rais-
ing Educational 
Achievement Coalition 
of Harlem), TC’s newly 
named partnership with 

six pre-K—12 
Harlem public 
schools, debuted 
at the College’s 
125th Anniversa-
ry Gala. REACH 
is supported in  
part by a $1million 

JPMorgan Chase Found-
ation grant.

n During the 2013-2014 

school year, REACH  
provided 600 hours of  
professional development 
to teachers and principals 

on Common 
Core State 
Standards-re-
lated classroom 
instruction, and 
1,500 hours of 
afterschool and 
summer pro-

grams for students. 

 n OSCP was awarded 
nearly $1 million from  
the New York State De-
partment of Education to  
advance family engage-
ment and health-related 
efforts at two REACH 
schools, the Heritage 
School and P.S. 36.  

lo R I  C u STo D E R o

M I k E  M A S S I M I n o
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http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9406


n During the past year  
the Diversity and Com- 
munity Initiatives (DCI) 
Grant program supported 
14 distinct programs  
initiated by faculty, staff 
and students, totaling 
$13,350, and brought  
varied programs of inter-
est to the community.  

Visit http://bit.ly/1x2Zxx2 
for abstracts of all DCI 
Grant programming im-
plemented in 2013-2014.
 
n ODCA addressed 
increased demands of 
the sexual violence and 
gender-based misconduct 
federal laws, promoted 

education about gender- 
based misconduct and  
discriminatory harassment, 
and strengthened TC’s  
climate concerning 
LGBTQ issues 
for all. The Office 
continued to pro- 
actively address 
the concerns of  
equity, harassment 
prevention, civility 
and best practices in the 
workplace, including 
through educational work 
shops on Mindful- 
ness, Racial and 
Cultural Micro- 
aggressions,  
Columbia Univer-
sity SpeakOUT–
Safezones training 
(around LGBTQ 
concerns), the Family 
Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act, Preventing 
Workplace Harassment  
and Gender-Based  
Misconduct.

n ODCA community-  
building initiatives included 

the Annual Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner, 
the Annual Community 
Cook-off and monthly 

Coffee and Tea 
Hours. The 
Office’s academ-
ically enriching 
programs included 
seminars, panel 
discussions and 
faculty Book     

               Talks. Reten-
tion initiatives included 
numerous programs for 

students under 
the umbrella of 
the Black and 
Latino Male 
Doctoral Edu- 
cation initiative 
as well as oppor-
tunities  to 

              serve on named 
scholarship 
selection com-
mittees. Visit  
http://bit.ly/1 
CuKWMK to 
learn about 
other ODCA 
Programs.

Diversity &  
Community Affairs  

 Teachers College’s Office of the Vice  
             President for Diversity and Community  
Affairs (ODCA) implements an ongoing aca- 
demic and cultural approach to community 
building by supporting programs, initiatives and 
events with involvement from faculty, students 
and staff to address diverse institutional climate 
concerns. The Office promotes workplace con-
tentment and respect through annual recurring 
initiatives, as well as through those that address 
current or immediate concerns for the various 
constituencies within TC’s diverse community. 

[  2014 Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W ]

BROADER
DIALOGUE

LGBTQ advo-
cate Jane 
Clementi spoke 
at TC; faculty 
member Aurelie 
Athan is an 
expert on the 
psychology of 
motherhood; 
atheists speak in 
faculty mem-  
ber Melanie 
Brewster’s new 
book.

CHANGING PERCEPTIONS Student Brennan DuBose (flanked by 
faculty members Ernest Morrell and Christopher Emdin), convened 
discussion on stereotypes of black men.

Photographs: Below, right, Stephen S. Mills; TC Archives; Illustration: David Ridley  w w w . t c . E d u            11
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Photographs: Left, Erick P. Gordon; Above, TC Archives

n The Applied Linguistics 
& TESOL program  
hosted professional confer- 
ences on discourse analysis 
and language assessment.

n The Art & Art Educa-
tion program launched  
a new concentration in 
Creative Technologies (see 
page 5).   

n The Bilingual/Bicultural 
Education program con- 
cluded Pedagogy of Social 
Imagination in Language 
Learning and Teaching, a 
federally funded multidis-
ciplinary collaboration of 
faculty, teacher candidates, 
 

 

bilingual and monoling- 
ual teachers, and bilingual 
children and families.

n The Center for the 
Professional Education 
of Teachers and the 
English Education pro-
gram, brought New York 
City high school 
students and 
international 
teachers together 
to stage a multi- 
media remix  
of the novel 
Frankenstein. 
 
n The Social Studies  
Education program initi-
ated “Merging Landscapes: 
An African-Generated 
Curriculum of Place,” 
research exploring young 
African newcomers’  
experiences in New York 
City. The findings are 
increasing curricular atten-
tion to Africa and 
students’ needs.  

n TC, World 
Savvy and the 
Asia Society 
designed a 
Global  

Competence Certificate 
program to improve teach- 
ing about the United States 

in a global context.

n The Music & 
Music Education 
program devel- 
oped classes and 
afterschool pro- 
gramming at the 

Teachers College Commu-
nity School. 

n The program in History 
& Education and the  
Center on History and Ed- 
ucation collaborated with 
TC’s Institute for Urban 
and Minority Education 
on the historical investi-
gation project “Educating 

Harlem.” The 
project included 
the inaugural 
Edmund Gordon 
Lecture, delivered 
by Charles Payne 
of the University 
of Chicago School 

of Social Service Admin-
istration. Gordon is TC 
Professor Emeritus of 
Psychology & Education.

n David Hansen delivered 
his inaugural lecture — “Is 
Education Possible Today?” 
— as John L. &  Sue Ann 
Weinberg Professor in 
Historical & Philosophical 
Foundations of Education. 

n Anand R. Marri took a 
research leave to become 
Vice President and Head 
of Economic Education  
for the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York.

Arts & 
Humanities 
              Beyond traditional schooling, the de- 
               partment’s programs focus on learners’ 
knowledge construction, the art and methods 
of teaching, the contemporary classroom, 
schools’ relationships with communities, and 
school reform philosophies. This year:

[  2014 y e a r  i n  r e v i e w ]

12      

NEW LIFE 
FOR  A CLASSIC 

Visiting teachers  
and students  

performed  
a “remix”of  

Frankenstein.  
At right: A poster 

from the  
“Educating 

Harlem” initi- 
ative of  TC’s  

Institute for Urban 
 and Minority 

 Education.

DECK THE HALLS...with plastic beach umbrellas and other weird  
stuff. During Fall 2013, the exhibition “Doing and Undergoing” featured 
a group of commissioned works that transformed TC’s campus to 
explore the Deweyan concept of learning through experience.  
Here: Kara Daving’s exuberant reimagining of the wooden cubbies  
on the third floor of Zankel Hall. 

DAv I D  H A N S E N

A N A N D  R .  M A R R I
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n  The Physical Education 
program co-sponsored a 
teaching in-service seminar 
with Columbia’s Depart-
ment of Physical Education 
& Intercollegiate Athletics 
Department and Project 
SPARK.  

n Stephen Silverman  
co-authored Proposals that 
Work: A Guide for Planning 
Dissertations and Grant 

Proposals (Sage, sixth 
edition) — one of  
his three best-selling 
research methodology 
texts, along with Research 
Methods in Physical 
Activity and Reading and 
Understanding Research. 
Silverman keynoted the 
Association International 
des Ecoles Superieures 
de Education Physique 
World Congress.

n Andrew Gordon’s   
National Institutes of 
Health presentation  
detailed cerebral palsy 
research and funding pri-
orities. Gordon delivered 
the Gayle G. 
Arnold Lecture 
of the American 
Academy of Ce-
rebral Palsy and 
Developmental 
Medicine. 

n With Wyncote   
Foundation funding, TC’s 
Catherine Crowley led 
the creation of books 
distributed domestically 
and in Latin America on 
Spanish sounds misarti- 
culated by children with 
cleft palate repair. 

n TC’s Global Investment 
Fund backed Erika 
Levy’s Belgian study of 
treatment for a cerebral 
palsy-related childhood 
speech disorder. Levy  
became Associate Editor  
of The Journal of Phonetics.

n Karen Froud and 
Reem Khamis-Dakwar 

(Ph.D. ’07) edited Perspec-
tives on Arabic Linguistics 
XXVI (Johns Benjamins). 
Froud, student Trey Avery 
and TC psychologist 
Jeanne Brooks-Gunn 

studied mindful-
ness practices’  
impact on children.

n Peter Gordon’s  
article in Language 
Acquisition explor- 
ed how children 
alter and combine 

words for different mean-
ings. Gordon published 
“Numerical Cognition and 
Language Development” 
in The Encyclopedia of 
Language Development. 

n Carol Ewing Garber  
became President of the 
American College of 
Sports Medicine and 
keynoted at meetings 
nationwide and abroad.

n Joseph Cicollo co- 
authored articles on 
resistance exercise and 
received federal funding 
to study the method as a 
smoking cessation aid.

Biobehavioral 
Sciences  

              The department probes the biology  
              of human communication, movement 
and related disorders. Graduates become 
speech-language pathologists, exercise  
physiologists, trainers, cardiac rehabilitation,  
occupational and physical therapists, re-
searchers and administrators. This year: 

LOOKING  
UNDER THE HOOD  

Scalp-recorded 
electroenceph- 
alography of  
visual processing 
(super-imposed 
on a 3-D brain 
model), taken  
in TC’s Neuro-
cognition of  
Language Lab.

AN EASIER LIFT  Therapies developed by TC’s Andrew Gordon have 
enabled thousands of children with cerebral palsy to live more 
active lives, and could ultimately help patients with neurological 
disorders such as Parkinson’s or who need a prosthetic hand.

 w w w . t c . e d U            13
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n The faculty developed 
programs in Sexuality, 
Women & Gender and 
Bilingual Latina/o Men-
tal Health Counseling. 
The former has since been 
approved by the New  
York State Department 
of Education. The SWG 
initiative reflects a broader 
effort to mainstream these 
three areas as a focus in 
course offerings across 
all Teachers College de-
partments. The bilingual 
certificate program will 
help prepare doctoral  

fellows funded by TC’s 
new Graduate Psychol-
ogy Education training 
grant from the federal 
Health Resources and  
Services Administration. 
The grant aligns 
with the Afford-
able Care Act to 
closely ally medi-
cal caregivers and 
those in the men-
tal health fields. 
The TC fellows 
will initially train at 
TC’s Dean Hope Center 
for Educational and 

Psychological Services, 
directed by Dinelia Rosa. 

n Other offerings 
in earlier-stage 
development 
by the depart-
ment include a 
master’s degree 
program in 
Social Justice 
& Community 

Well-Being and a cred- 
entialed Alcoholism &  

Substance Abuse Coun-
selor program. 

 n A new Spirituality 
Mind Body Summer  
program debuted on the 
Teachers College campus, 
bringing 33 students from 
as far away as China and 
Wales together with visiting 
neuroscientists, religious 
leaders and heads of  
values-driven businesses.  

n The world’s first Psycho-
analytic Fair, convened by 
the department, drew 500 
practitioners and represen- 
tatives from 33 prestigious 
institutes. The event was or- 
ganized by Aurelie Athan,  
who serves as Director of 
TC’s M.A. program in Clini- 
cal Psychology, and master’s 
degree student Marie 
Hansen, founder of an on- 
campus inter-disciplinary 
group that promotes  
psychoanalytic thought. 
 

Counseling &  
Clinical Psychology  

Through its four degree programs — the 
              M.A. in Psychology & Education, the 
Ed.M. in Psychological Counseling, and two 
Ph.D. programs, in Counseling Psychology and 
Clinical Psychology (APA-accredited) — the 
department prepares students to investigate and 
address the psychological needs of individuals, 
families, groups, organizations, institutions 
and communities, with a growing emphasis on 
multicultural competencies. This year:

[  2014 y e a r  i n  r e v i e w ]

THERE IN SPIRIT 

Faculty member 
Lisa Miller  

(far right) 
with staff and 

students of  
TC’s first-ever  

Mind Body  
Summer Inten-

sive program. 

NOT JUST A STAGE  Psychoanalysis is back. The world’s first  
Psychoanalytic Fair, held at TC in February 2014, drew 500 practi-
tioners and institute representatives.

Photographs: Above, Heather Van Uxem Lewis; Center, Don Hamerman; Below, Deborah Feingold
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n Vice Dean A. 
Lin Goodwin
led creation of 
TR@TC2, a  
federally funded 
program to pre- 
pare teachers  
who will improve 
student achieve-
ment in the STEM disci-
plines (see page 2). 

n Lucy Calkins, Robinson 
Professor in Children’s  
Literature and Director 
of the Teachers College 
Reading and Writing Pro- 
ject, delivered a Provost’s 
Series talk on the challenges 
educators face in imple-
menting the new Common 
Core State Standards. 
Calkins is co-author of 
the widely read Pathways 
to the Common Core: Accel-
erating Achievement. 

n TC’s Provost funded the 
department to convene 
this year’s Sachs Lecture 
series, titled “Landscape 
for Preparing Teacher  

Educators: 
Whose Knowl-
edges? What 
Visions?” Seven 
visiting scholars 
will envision a 
doctoral program  
for educating 
teacher educators, 

which the department 
plans to create because 
most people working in 

the field lack spe-
cific preparation.   

n Curriculum & 
Teaching alumnus 
Daniel Foerg- 
Spittel (M.A. ’96), 
a language arts 
teacher in the Tenafly, 
New Jersey, school system 

for 27 years,  was 
one of four teach-
ers selected to 
receive the state’s 
Distinguished 
Secondary School 
Teaching Award.    
 

n TC’s National Center 
for Restructuring 
Education, Schools and 
Teaching, co-directed  
by Jacqueline Ancess,  
received a $12 million 
grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Education’s 
Investing in Innovation 
(i3) fund to increase 
access and achievement 
in the STEM subjects 
(science, technology,  
engineering and math). 

Curriculum  
& Teaching 

The department explores the nature,  
             purpose and design of curricula  
and the theory and practice of teaching,  
focusing on social inequalities and children 
in under-resourced schools. It prepares out-
standing educators with intellectual tools  
to reimagine schools and other educational  
settings and to ensure that all children  
receive the kind of education historically  
reserved for those of privilege. This year:

F U l l E R  S C I E N C E  l E A R N I N G  Children in TC’s Hollingworth Summer 
Science Camp discover Buckminster Fuller’s concept of tensegrity and 
other construction principles. Last summer Columbia’s Shree Nayar 
extolled the design of the Kikkoman soy sauce bottle. 

STEM FOR All  Better science, technology, engineering and 
math teaching is a TC priority.

lU C y  C A l k I N S
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n Henry M. Levin and 
TC’s Center for Benefit- 
Cost Studies in Edu- 
cation were federally 

funded to train research-
ers in cost effectiveness 
and cost-benefit 
analyses of educa-
tion interventions.  

n The Inter- 
American Dev- 
elopment Bank 
funded Sharon 
Lynn Kagan to compare 
the delivery of quality, 
equitable early childhood 
services in five countries 

in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Kagan, who 
became a Fulbright Senior 
Scholar, co-edited the forth- 

coming Interna-
tional Handbook 
of Early Childhood 
Research and com- 
pared 10 states’ 
early learning 
standards — the 
basis for develop-
ing kindergarten 
entry assessments. 

n Kevin J.  
Dougherty and 
colleagues com-
pleted a Lumina  
Foundation-fund-

ed study in three states on 
performance funding for 

higher educa-
tion institutions 
based on student 
persistence, 
credits accrued  
and college com-
pletion rather 
than enrollments. 

One finding: performance 
funding may affect insti- 
tutional behavior more 
than student outcomes.   

n The Wallace Founda- 
tion funded Jeffrey 
Henig, Carolyn 
Riehl and Michael 
Rebell to study 
whether and how 
urban community 
institutions can 
jointly tackle local 
social and educa-
tional challenges. 

n A $10 million federal 
grant to TC’s Community 
College Re-
search Center 
created the 
Center for the 
Analysis of 
Postsecondary Readi- 
ness. Launched at a White 
House Ceremony, the 
Center, co-directed by 
Thomas Bailey, evalu- 
ates new remedial 
assessment, place-
ment and instruc-
tion approaches.

n Amy Stuart 
Wells and Douglas 

Ready reported that  
small suburban districts 

are most vul- 
nerable to 
resegregation. 
They spoke at a 
Brown v. Board 
of Education 
60th anniver- 
sary conference 

cosponsored by the 
Rauch Foundation, led  
by TC Trustee Nancy 
Rauch Douzinas. Wells 

and Ready 
found that  
Nassau County’s 
non-Hispanic 
white popula-

tion share has declined 
nearly 25 percent since 
1980, yet school racial/
ethnic segregation has  
           barely budged. The 

Brown decision, 
handed down 
by the Supreme 
Court in 1954, 
outlawed segre-
gation in public 
schools. 

Education Policy  
& Social Analysis  

The department focuses on how gov- 
ernments, markets and societal  

conditions combine to shape schooling and  
educational opportunities at all levels, and on 
the creation of an informed population that  
has the skills to critically analyze its own areas  
of need and interest and work in concert  
toward creating a better world. This year:
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IS IT WORTH IT? 

Henry Levin 
and colleagues 

calculate return 
 on investment 

for a wide range 
of education 

 interventions.

BROWN  AT 60  A TC conference cosponsored by the Rauch Founda-
tion, led by Trustee Nancy Rauch Douzinas, reflected on the Supreme 
Court’s 1954 ruling to desegregate public schools.

SHARON LYNN KAGAN

J E F F R E Y  H E N I G

K E V I N  D O U G H E R T Y
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n The Annual Health 
Disparities Conference  
of TC’s Center for Health 
Equity and Urban 
Science Education 
(CHEUSE), “Urban to 
Global Health: Culturally 
Appropriate Research, 
Practice and Policy,” 
featured social scientists 
David Williams (Harvard) 
and Mindy Thompson 
Fullilove (Columbia), 

nutrition author Michael 
Moss, and CHEUSE co- 
directors Barbara Wallace, 
Professor of Health Edu-
cation, and Christopher 
Emdin, Associate Profes-
sor of Science Education.

n In its first major policy 
research report, TC’s  
Laurie M. Tisch Center 
for Food, Education &  
Policy found most New 

York City elemen- 
tary schools lack 
nutrition educa- 
tion provided by 
experts, essential  
to promote health- 
ful eating. The  
Tisch Center also  
co-convened  
NYC4CNR, an 
alliance for a strong 
Child Nutrition  
Act in 2015 to pro- 
vide healthful food and 
nutrition education. 

n Reading Specialist 
Susan Garni Masullo’s 
workshop for ele- 
mentary and 
middle school 
teachers focused 
on current re- 
search and 
increasing class-
room expertise.

n Blackman lecturer J. 
David Smith (University 
of North Carolina- 
Greensboro) discussed 
special educa-
tion’s evolution. 
Professor Emer-
itus Leonard 
Blackman, his 
wife, Frances, and 
friends and family 
fund the lecture.

n In New York City’s 
Chinatown, Hsu-Min 
Chiang, Associate Pro- 
fessor in Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, taught social 
skills and adaptive behavior 
to children with autism. 
Parents learned behavioral 
management strategies 
and about education law 
and stress management. 

n Ye Wang refocused  
the Education of the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing 

program on language and 
literacy development. 
Graduates Dana Selznick, 
Brittany Prell and Ariel 
Ditkowich founded the 

summer pro- 
gram Camped 
Up for children 
with hearing 
loss. Graduate 
Deborah 
Bernstein found-
ed Say What 

Teens for young people 
with hearing devices. 

n Laudan Jahromi 
co-authored studies in Pre- 

vention Science 
and elsewhere  
on emotional 
self-regulation in 
typically devel- 
oping children  
and in children 
with autism.  

n The American Psycho-
logical Association  
fully reaccredited TC’s 
School Psychology Pro-
gram, with seven years to 
the next accreditation.

CAMPED UP  

is a program 
for children 
with hearing 
loss, founded 
by depart-
mental alumni 
Dana Selznick, 
Brittany Prell 
and Arielle 
Ditkowich. 
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CHOW BELLA  

To mark Food 
Day, TC’s 
Nutrition 
Education pro-
gram posted 
a curriculum 
online for 
teachers across 
the country.

Health & 
Behavior Studies
  
           The department researches behavioral   
           and social determinants of health 
and learning throughout the lifespan. Alumni 
practitioners, researchers and leaders help  
people self-actualize, make informed decisions 
and attain quality of life. This year:

B A R B A R A  WA L L A C E

L A U D A N  J A H R O M I

H S U - M I N  C H I A N G
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n Matthew Johnson  
received a National Sci-
ence Foundation 
grant to conduct 
statistical analysis 
to identify speci- 
fic strengths and 
weaknesses un- 
derlying the per- 
formance ranking 
of U.S. students on 
the Trends in Interna-

Human 
Development 

The department’s research centers  
on fundamental issues in human devel-

opment, human cognition, and measurement 
and applied statistics to increase scientific 
knowledge and help solve educational and 
social problems. This year:  
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SHE HAD TO WORK AT IT TOO Even geniuses like two-time Nobel 
Prize-winner Marie Curie struggled before they succeeded. TC’s  
Xiaodong Lin believes their stories could help young students 
increase their “growth mindset” and perform better academically.  

mATTHEW jOHnSOn

x I AO D O n g  l I n

tional Mathematics and 
Science Study (TIMSS). 

n Young-Sun 
Lee coauthored 
a paper in Ap-
plied Psychological 
Measurement 
that used data 
from the fourth-
grade TIMSS to 

demonstrate significant 

relationships 
between stu-
dents’ abilities 
in science and 
mathematics.

n Catherine 
Chase’s chap-
ter “Motivating 
Expertise: 
Equipping 
Novices with  
the Motiva- 
tional Tools to Move Be-
yond Failure” appeared  
in Expertise and Skill  
Acquisition: The Impact  
of  William G. Chase  
(Psychology Press). 

n Xiaodong Lin reported 
at the American 
Educational Re- 
search Association 
her findings that 
New York City 
students who read 
and reflected upon 
stories of famous 
scientists facing intellectual 
or life struggles increased 
their growth mindset and 
academic performance.  

 n With Spencer Founda-
tion funding, Elizabeth 
Tipton (at right) devel-
oped software to target 
and recruit schools and 
school districts for large-
scale research and to  
improve generalizations 
from experiential findings.

n The National Science 
Foundation, the U.S. 
Department of Educa-
tion, the U.S. Army  
and the Gates Founda-
tion funded Ryan 
Baker to continue 
development of 
online systems 
that infer student 
engagement and 
predict long-term student 

outcomes (see 
page 3). In fall 
2014, Baker also 
taught Teachers 
College’s first 
massive open 
online course 
(MOOC), which 
focused on the 
burgeoning field 
of mining data 
from interactive 
online learning 

technologies. The course 
drew some 48,000 
students. Baker has since 
been mining data from 
the course to understand 
factors that promote  
or inhibit the engage- 
ment of students in an 

online learning  
environment. 

n Carey Cooper 
received a Society 
for Research on Ad-
olescence grant for 
a follow-up study of 

the socioeconomic factors 
that affect the educational 
attainment of Mayan 
youth in rural Guatemala. 
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n Gita Steiner-Khamsi 
and students launched  
a new UNICEF- 
funded study in 
Kyrgyzstan on 
the connection 
between teacher 
pay and teach- 
er quality. Teach-
er salaries there  
have tripled be- 
cause of their work. 

n At “The Future of  
Anthropology and  
Education,” Hervé   
Varenne challenged 
conference colleagues  
to “educate our audi- 
ence about the power  
of what we do.” Since 
TC’s Margaret Mead, 
anthropology’s ethno-
graphic methods have 
illuminated education 
inside and outside  
classrooms.  

n Arts & Humanities 
Ph.D. candidate Cati  
de los Rios, Interna- 
tional & Transcultural 
Studies M.A. student 

Adriana Lovera and 
Bilingual/Bicultural 

Education M.A. 
student Kristy 
Ayala received 
Televisa Grad-
uate Research 
Fellowships in 
Latino Educa-
tion. The three 
spearheaded 

the Televisa Foundation- 
supported conference 
“Communities in Action: 

Access to Quality Educa-
tion for Latino Students.” 
Speakers included fac- 
ulty members Regina  
Cortina and Christopher 
Emdin, Televisa Foun- 
dation Program Officer  
Alejandra Perez  
Reguera and New York 
City Council 
Member Mark 
Levine. The 

foundation’s 
cultural and 
educational 
programs help 
U.S. Latinos.

n Oren Pizmony- 
Levy launched a study 
in Israel of how inter-
national assessments 
of student achieve-
ment, such as Trends 
in International Math-
ematics and Science 
Study (TIMSS) and 
Programme for Inter- 
national Student 
Assessment (PISA), 
affect public opinion 

about education. Pizmony- 
Levy taught a new 
seminar, Sociopolitical 
Analysis of International 
Assessment of Student 
Achievement.   

n Garnett Russell, Mary 
Mendenhall and other 

faculty received a 
TC Global Invest-
ment Fund grant 
for the study 
“Supporting and 
Researching 
Teacher Profes-
sional Develop-

ment in Kakuma Refugee 
Camp, Kenya” and a TC 
Faculty Diversity Research 
grant to study “Human 
Rights Education  
for Diversity.”

International  
& Transcultural 
Studies  
             As people, information, goods and  
             services increasingly flow within and 
across national boundaries, the department’s 
two programs — International & Comparative 
Education, and Anthropology — explore in- 
dividual and institutional identities reflecting 
diverse cultural values, globalization and  
education in developing countries. This year:

CLASS GOES ON 
Shamba Pri-
mary School  
in Kakuma  
Refugee Camp 
in Kenya, 
where a TC 
study is explor-
ing teacher 
professional 
development.

CLASS ANTHROPOLOGY While at TC, Margaret 
Mead focused her field on schools.  
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GITA STEINER-KHAMSI

OREN PIZMONY-LEVY
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n O. Roger Anderson  
presented an invited paper, 
“Radiolaria in a Changing 
Global Climate,” 
for the American 
Association for  
the Advancement 
of Science series  
“Cutting Edge:  
Art & Science of 
Climate Change.” 
Radiolaria are 
plankton tracked to 
detect ocean temperature 
changes.  

n Trustee Ruth Gottesman 
(Ed.D. ’68) established 

the Ruth L. Gottesman 
Math & Science Scholar-
ship Education Fund. 

n Bruce Vogeli 
chaired the sym- 
posium “Mathe- 
matics Education 
in Latin America,” 
which honored 
Brazil’s pioneer- 
ing ethnomathe- 

matician Ubiratàn 
D’Ambrosio and launched 
Vogeli’s book, Mathe- 
matics and Its Teaching  
in the Southern Americas  
(World Scientific Press), 

co-edited with alumni 
Héctor Rosario and 
Patrick Scott.

n Alexander 
Karp edited 
Leaders in 
Mathematics 
Education: Ex- 
perience and 
Vision (Sense 
Publishers)  
and co-author-
ed Handbook on 
the History of Mathematics 
Education (Springer).

n Erica Walker authored  
Beyond Banneker: Black 
Mathematicians and Paths 
to Excellence (SUNY 
Press). 

n Communica- 
tions, Media and 
Learning Tech-
nologies Design, 
the department’s  
renamed tech-
nology arm, recast its 
M.A. program as “Design 
and Digital Games.” A 
new Media and Social 
Change Lab advances 
multi-modal scholarship. 

n “Engaging Communities 
of Learners,” the 2014 

student-run TC 
Educational  
Technology Con- 
ference, was 
keynoted by 
Jordana Drell, 
Vice President, 
Preschool 
Games, Nickel-
odeon Group, 
and Dennis 

Tenen, Assis-
tant Professor of Digital 
Humanities, Columbia 
University. 

n The Annual Meeting of 
the Northeast Region Asso- 
             ciation for Science 

Teacher Educa-
tion (NE-ASTE) 
was organized at 
TC by Jessica 
Riccio (NE- 
ASTE Director), 
Felicia Moore 
Mensah and 

alumna Amanda Gunning 
(NE-ASTE Treasurer).
O. Roger Anderson was 
honored for his 50 years 
as a faculty member and 
science educator.

Math, Science 
& Technology 
   
             Current reforms in education place   
             increasing emphasis on broad-based 
public understanding of the department’s 
three core fields. The department focuses 
on issues of educational practice and related 
professions, including the relationships 
among its three disciplines. This year:
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TEMPERATURE 
TRACKER

 Radiolaria, 
plankton that 
reflect ocean  
temperature 

changes, are just 
one of O. Roger 

Anderson’s areas 
of expertise.  

b R U C E  vo g E l i

fEliCiA MooRE MEnsAh
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n W. Warner Burke pub- 
lished the fourth edition 
of his bestselling text,  
Organization Change:  
Theory and Prac- 
tice (Sage), which 
grounds effective 
change in know-
ledge of peo-
ple’s workplace 
behavior. 

n Peter Coleman co- 
authored Making Conflict 

Work: Harnessing the  
Power of Disagreement 
(Houghton Mifflin  
Harcourt), a guide to open 

discussion of 
power differences 
in the workplace.   
  
n The best paper 
proceedings of 
the 2013 Aca- 
demy of Manage- 

ment Conference included 
“Was My Social Identity 

Just Threatened? Mak-
ing Meaning of Gen-
dered Cues in STEM  
Academe,” a presen-
tation co-authored by 
Caryn Block.
  
n Corbin Campbell  
became an Acade- 
mic Fellow of the 
Institute for Higher 
Education Policy.

n Anna Neumann was  
inducted into the Nation-
al Academy of Education. 
The Review of Higher Ed- 
ucation published 
“Staking a Claim 
on Learning: What 
We Should Know 
about Learning  
in Higher Educa-
tion, and Why,”  
an elaboration of  
   her presidential  
     address to the Associa- 
      tion for the Study of 
          Higher Education. 

n Madhabi Chatterji 
co-edited a special issue 
of Quality Assur-
ance in Education 
titled “Validity, 
Assessment and 
Accountability: 
Contemporary 
Issues in Primary, 
Secondary and 
Higher Education.”  
 
n Pearl Kane secured 
Benedict Foundation 
funding for students  
entering a new dual  
degree program  
in international  
school leadership  
created by TC’s  
Klingenstein  
Center for Inde- 
pendent School  
Leadership with  
Columbia Business  
School and INSEAD.  

n Alex Bowers partici- 
pated in the National  
Science Foundation’s  
data-intensive research 

lab fostering 
transformative 
approaches to 
STEM teaching.  

n Lyle Yorks 
co-authored 
“Looking in the 

Mirror of Inquiry: Knowl-
edge in Our Students  
and in Ourselves,” in  
the journal Teaching and 
Learning Inquiry. 

      n Eleanore Drago- 
Severson coau-
thored papers  
on leadership  
in The Journal of 
Staff Develop- 
ment and The 
Journal of 
Research on 

Leadership Education. 

Organization  
& Leadership 

The department understands leadership 
as an ethical imperative inextricably 

linked to learning, and groups and organizations 
as communities of diverse individuals who bring 
unique perspectives to the collective endeavor 
of promoting the common good. This year:
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PEARl KAnE

Director of   
TC ‘s Klingenstein 
Center for  
Independent 
School  
Leadership

w.  wA R n E R  b U R K E

P E T E R  Co l E M A n

MAdhAbi ChATTERji

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=wwb3
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=pc84
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9664
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9664
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9664
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=cjb17
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=lcm2166
http://www.ihep.org/
http://www.ihep.org/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=an350
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http://www.naeducation.org/
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http://www.thebenedictfoundation.org/
http://www.klingenstein.org/MAMBA
http://www.klingenstein.org/MAMBA
http://www.klingenstein.org/
http://www.klingenstein.org/
http://www.klingenstein.org/
http://www.klingenstein.org/
http://www.insead.edu/home/
http://www8.gsb.columbia.edu/
http://www8.gsb.columbia.edu/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ab3764
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ly84
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ed2222
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ed2222


This year, in launching Where the Future 
Comes First: The Campaign for Teachers  
College, I am so proud that we have answered each 
of the questions with a resounding, “Yes.” 

The issues we address have always been clear. 
Since our founding 126 years ago, our work has 

centered on translating 
knowledge about how 
people learn in all fields 
into more effective teach-
ing; creating new fields by 
looking at the big issues 
through a big lens that 
combines knowledge from 
all our areas of expertise; 
leveling the playing field 
for all learners by revers-
ing the corrosive effects of 

Choosing           the moment to take a campaign  
public depends so much on timing. Has the institution identi- 
fied issues that matter to the world, now and in the future?  
Has it assembled the intellectual expertise to shape that future  
as envisioned? Are alumni and friends mobilized for action?

poverty; and advancing policy research and recom-
mendations that help leaders identify and bring to 
scale the approaches that work best.

Expertise has never been a problem either. 
Throughout our history, we have marshaled the 
people and ideas to help the world meet these 
challenges during different eras — and we are doing 
it again right now. To cite just a few examples:

n   Great teaching has long been considered an art, 
but now TC stands at the forefront of adding a  
powerful new science-based dimension. On the 
back cover of this annual report, we celebrate  
O. Roger Anderson, a 50-year faculty member who 
has pioneered in applying cognitive and neuro-
science theory to research on how students learn 
and think about science. Meanwhile, as President 
Fuhrman describes in her opening message, TC  

The Future 
is Now: Taking 
Our Campaign 

Public 

L O N G S T A N D I N G  A I M S  TC creates better teaching; shapes new multidisciplinary fields; mitigates poverty’s                  effects  for all learners; and advances policy research on the best approaches.

[  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2014 ]
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L O N G S T A N D I N G  A I M S  TC creates better teaching; shapes new multidisciplinary fields; mitigates poverty’s                  effects  for all learners; and advances policy research on the best approaches.

is emerging as a leader in mining data from 
new interactive technologies that reveal how 
students are making sense of new con-
cepts.  Far from mechanizing teaching, these 
approaches are shaping more personalized 
instruction for each and every student.

n   Yet even the best teaching cannot ensure 
success for impoverished children who suffer 
from poor diet, poor health and the stresses of 
living in unstable or violent circumstances.  
Health education professor Charles Basch 
has been working for years to document 
the ways that these and other health issues 
contribute to the achievement gap. Now he is 
working in New York City with the Children’s 
Health Fund, a nonprofit founded by singer/
songwriter Paul Simon and Columbia public 

health authority Irwin Redlener, to test his 
model for using schools themselves as a focal 
point for delivering health services to disad-
vantaged students.  

n   TC’s Laurie M. Tisch Center for Food, 
Education & Policy, founded two years ago 
through a generous gift from Trustee Emerita 
Laurie Tisch, is fighting at the local and  
national levels to shape healthier eating be-
haviors among children. This past summer,  
in its first major report, the Center document-
ed the lack of quality nutrition education 
programs in New York City schools and 
called for a doubling of programs provided 
by outside experts. The Tisch Center has also 
co-convened a New York City alliance for 
renewal of a strong federal Child Nutrition 

GIVING OUR COMMUNITY OUR BEST
Children at the Teachers College Community School benefit from programs 

shaped by TC faculty in math, science, music, psychology and more. Seats in the 
school’s kindergarten are now the most sought-after in the district. 

    $186.3 million raised 
    goal of $300 million

Foundation support
accounts for 35 percent of 
funds raised

43 percent increase in 
Dewey Circle membership 

Membership in our planned 
giving society, the Grace 
Dodge Society, has  
increased by 32 percent

23 new scholarships  
created across TC’s 10  
academic departments

Attendance at alumni 
events has increased by 
60 percent

Both dollars and parti- 
cipation by alumni have 
already more than  
doubled versus TC’s  
previous Campaign

Campaign 
Successes
Progress as of November 30, 2014

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/academics/index.htm?facid=ceb35
http://www.childrenshealthfund.org/
http://www.childrenshealthfund.org/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/tisch/
http://www.lmtilluminationfund.org/who-we-are/our-found
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and WIC Reauthorization Act that would best serve 
low-income children and families. 

n   TC and its faculty are increasingly active in Brazil 
and other regions through collaboration with Columbia 
University’s Global Centers, while several new Global 
Innovation Fund awards presented during the year  
supported research abroad by individual faculty 
members. The College’s global engagement includes 
supporting STEM education in Indonesia, special ed-
ucation in Oman, technology deployment in Bulgarian 
classrooms, the creation of a Bachelor of Education 
degree in Pakistan, and research on teacher education 
and instructional models in math and science in the  
Pacific Rim. Small wonder that when President 
Fuhrman spoke in South Korea, alumni who attended 

responded by pledging $120,000 in Campaign contri-
butions. This past October in TC’s Milbank Chapel, 
we also held a symposium commemorating Kuo Ping 
Wen, who in 1914 became the first Chinese national 
to receive a doctorate from Teachers College, and 
announced creation of the Kuo Ping Wen Scholarship 
Fund for international students from China. Represen-
tatives of colleges and universities throughout China 
attended, as well as Yu Wei, a former Vice Minister  
of Education. The event was co-sponsored by the  
C.V. Starr East Asian Library, Columbia University  
and the China Institute. It was spearheaded by Carolyn 
Hsu-Balcer, Kuo’s great grand-niece.

n   The Teachers College Community School (TCCS), 
which we founded in West Harlem in 2010, and 

S H O W  O F  S U P P O R T  Our 125th Anniversary Gala at Harlem’s Apollo Theater brought faculty, students, alumni                 and friends out in droves to celebrate the College’s legacy of “firsts.” 

SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS
From left: Lemann Fellow Diógenes Da Silva Severino envisions a multilingual Brazil; preservice 

teacher Randi Harrison is a Diversity in Education (HBUC) Scholar; Challenger Grant and Hattie Heft Stipend 
recipient Joseph Geraci, Lieutenant Colonel (Infantry), focuses on PTSD in returning veterans.

. 

http://globalcenters.columbia.edu/
http://globalcenters.columbia.edu/
http://www.globalinnovation.fund/
http://www.globalinnovation.fund/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/newsroom/publications/tc-today/2014/volume-38-no-1/features/tc/articles/on-the-ground-seemingly-everywhere/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/calendar.htm?EventID=13248
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9721
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9721
http://ealac.columbia.edu/affiliates/cvstarrlibrary/
http://www.columbia.edu/
http://www.chinainstitute.org/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/kuopingwen/index.asp?Id=Article+List&Info=Kuo+Ping+Wen%27s+family
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/kuopingwen/index.asp?Id=Article+List&Info=Kuo+Ping+Wen%27s+family
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/communityschool/
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REACH (Raising Educational Achievement 
Coalition of Harlem), our partnership with six 
pre-K—12 Harlem public schools, are demon-
strating that universities can be transforma-
tive partners in public education.  At TCCS, 
where kindergarten seats are now the most 
sought-after in the district, programs reflect 
the direct input of TC faculty in math, science, 
music, psychology, nutrition, reading and 
writing, physical education and art. More than 
70 TC students worked at the school in 2013-
2014, serving as specialty and pre-service 
teachers, afterschool instructors, classroom 
assistants and psychological counseling and 
literacy interns. REACH, which is generously 
supported by the JPMorgan Chase Foun-
dation, provided 600 hours of professional 
development to teachers and principals and 

1,500 hours of after-school and summer  
programs for students during the past year.

Successes like these have enabled us 
to reengage our extended TC family and 
publicly commit ourselves to raising $300 
million — the largest Campaign goal ever set 
by a graduate school of education.  

That work began with the efforts of 
Trustee E. John Rosenwald Jr. and Trustee 
Emerita Laurie M. Tisch, who placed us on 
a firm footing for launch by expertly guiding 
the Campaign through its quiet phase.
Thanks to their leadership and support, we 
were halfway home by the time we formally 
announced our fundraising goal. At TC’s 
125th Anniversary Gala, held in November 
2013 at Harlem’s legendary Apollo Theater, 
TC faculty, students, alumni and friends 

S H O W  O F  S U P P O R T  Our 125th Anniversary Gala at Harlem’s Apollo Theater brought faculty, students, alumni                 and friends out in droves to celebrate the College’s legacy of “firsts.” 

BETTER SPACES FOR LEARNING
Another key priority for the Campaign is to transform TC’s beautiful, 19th-century  
buildings into a cutting-edge, 21st-century environment for teaching and learning.  

Above: an artist’s rendering of one of the College’s planned smart classrooms. 

SCHOLARSHIPS & FELLOWSHIPS 
Support students to achieve their dreams

 G OA L :  $ 1 24  M I L L I O N
RAISED: $48.2 MILLION

FINANCIAL FLEXIBILITY 
Advance priority initiatives

G OA L :  $ 3 0  M I L L I O N
RAISED: $17.3 MILLION

CAMPUS & TECHNOLOGY 
Build a 21st-century campus

G OA L :  $ 3 3  M I L L I O N
RAISED: $15.4 MILLION

FACULTY & PROGRAMS
Attract and retain world-class 

scholars and galvanize 
innovative programs

G OA L :  $ 1 1 3  M I L L I O N
RAISED: $105.4 MILLION

Our Priorities
Progress toward Campaign 

goals as of November 30, 2014

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/REACH/
http://www.jpmorganchase.com/corporate/Corporate-Responsibility/global-philanthropy.htm
http://www.jpmorganchase.com/corporate/Corporate-Responsibility/global-philanthropy.htm
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9529&pub=7&issue=342
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9536&pub=7&issue=342


[  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2014 ]

turned out in droves to celebrate the College’s 
unparalleled legacy of “firsts” (reflected in a 
rousing, Broadway-style review). We saluted 
a group of visionary philanthropists who are 
helping build an even stronger TC, and our 
Gala audience donated $1 million to TC’s 
new 125th Anniversary Scholarship.

This past summer, John and Laurie 

passed the baton to three Board colleagues 
with TC in their genes. Campaign Chair Marla 
Schaefer, the former Co-Chairman of Claire’s 
Stores, is an alumna of our social-organiza- 
tional psychology program. Marla’s Vice Chairs 
are Bill Rueckert, our Board Co-Chair and the 
great nephew of TC’s founder, Grace Hoadley 
Dodge; and Leslie Nelson, a business and 

Inspired by TC’s Campaign? 
Get in on the action and 

stay in the loop. Sign up to 
receive emails by updating 

your contact information 
at tc.edu/alumni, and/or 

follow us on social media at 
tc.edu/alumni/connect.

Check out the accomplish- 
ments of your fellow alumni 

in our Alumni Spotlight  
stories at tc.edu/alumni —

 and email us your own good 
news at tcalumni@tc.edu.

Visit tc.edu/alumni/events 
for the latest information 
about regional events in 

your area.

And circle April 11th, 2015, 
on your calendar to come 

back to TC’s campus  
for our seventh annual  

Academic Festival, featuring 
a keynote address by  

actor, producer, director, 
writer and children’s 

advocate Goldie Hawn. 
Visit tc.edu/festival 

to learn more.

ALUMNI AFFIRMATION
More than 1,000 TC alumni and friends turned out for the College’s sixth annual 

Academic Festival in April 2014. During a break in the proceedings, Distinguished Alumni 
Award recipient Kate Parry (Ed.D. ‘86) greeted Chris Inya (Ed.D. ‘84).  

From left: Trustee Valerie Wayne (M.A. ‘98); Linford Lougheed (Ed.D. ‘77); Susan Bram (M.A. ‘87); Rebecca 
Binder (M.A. ‘00);  Trustee Camilla Smith (M.A. ‘72); Alumni Council member Beverly Johnson (Ed.D. ‘86); 
Trustee Missie Rennie Taylor; Julie Ratner (Ed.D. ‘96); Campaign Chair and Trustee Marla Schaefer (M.A. ‘03); 

THE CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Get Engaged! 
Join TC’s Campaign
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nonprofit leader now focusing her energy on New York 
City’s public schools.

Marla, Bill and Leslie have given huge amounts of 
time, energy and enthusiasm to Teachers College. They 
also created a Campaign Commit-
tee of TC alumni and friends hail-
ing from across the country and 
representing fields that include 
education, psychology, journalism, 
finance, publishing, philanthropy 
and the nonprofit sector. This 
impressive group is spreading the 
word about the Campaign and the 
impact of Campaign giving. 

Meanwhile, the dedicated 
members of our Alumni Council 
have helped our Alumni Relations 
team organize Campaign rollout 
events in 15 states and six coun- 
tries. These gatherings were 
attended by nearly 5,000 alumni 
and friends — including 1,000 at 
TC ‘s Academic Festival in April 
2014. And by partnering with TC 
programs such as English Educa-
tion, the Spirituality Mind Body 
Institute, and Movement Science 
& Education, we have fostered 
deeper networks among our 
90,000 alumni around the world.  

We also kept alumni informed about TC news,  
faculty research, student initiatives, networking oppor-
tunities, career resources and, of course, each other. 
Our stories of graduates who are winning accolades as 

college presidents, super-
intendents, school leaders, 
hospital administrators, 
national appointees, indus-
try leaders, cutting-edge 
researchers, authors, editors 
and entrepreneurs helped 
us garner some 2,300 likes 
on our alumni Facebook 
page and attract 13,500 new 
Twitter followers. 

As a result, by the end 
of November 2014, the 
Campaign had raised $186.3 
million, more than 61 percent 
of our overall goal. We have 
welcomed more than 80 new 
members to our Dewey Circle 
of supporters since the Cam-
paign’s launch, a 43 percent 
increase, and added 100 new 
Grace Dodge Society mem-
bers, a 32 percent increase 
since Campaign launch.  

Because our ultimate 
aim is to enable work that 

WHAT THEY MAJORED IN 
Pre-service teaching, physics, nutrition, 

developmental psychology, organizational 
psychology, international education

WHERE THEY’RE FROM
California, Connecticut, Florida, New York 

and Pennsylvania

TC INFLUENCES
Peter Coleman, Lori Custodero, Hope Leichter, 

Gary Natriello, Craig Richards,  
Margaret Jo Shepherd, Hervé Varenne

IN THIER OWN WORDS
”I’m so impressed by our involvement around  

the world. TC is doing it on every level.”

“My TC professors were all about opening  
people up to incorporate new ideas.”

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE CV
A selection of thoughts from and facts about 

some of TC’s staunchest supporters

Campaign Vice Chair and Trustee Leslie Nelson; Campaign Vice Chair and Board Co-Chair Bill Rueckert; Board Co-Chair Jack Hyland; 
Trustee Joshua Solomon (Ed.D. ‘05). Not pictured: Trustee Dailey Pattee (Ph.D. ‘04); Vijayshree “Shonu” Pande (M.A. ‘03); President’s  
Advisory Council member Alexandra L. Heinz; Elizabeth Greenberg (M.A. ‘13); Maryalice Mazzara (Ed.D. ‘84); TC parent Helen Pennoyer.

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9465
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/news.htm?articleID=9465
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/alumni/get-involved/2014-2015-alumni-council-members/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/waystogive/the-tc-fund/john-dewey-circle/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/waystogive/planned-giving/the-grace-dodge-society/


improves the world, program and faculty 
support have taken the lead, often establish-
ing innovative new academic concentrations 
(see President Fuhrman’s letter on page 1 for 
a terrific sampling).  

Yet our top funding priority is scholar-
ships and fellowships. We want students  
who dedicate themselves to service in 
fields where there is great need for talented 
education professionals to graduate without  
crushing debt. And we want to ensure that 
our faculty have an army of great doctoral 
students who can devote their full time and 
attention to advancing important research 
and their own careers.  So far, we have raised 
$48.2 million for scholarships, and this year 
alone, we have created 23 new scholarships 
— including 18 that are endowed — across all 
10 academic departments.

The Campaign is making great progress, 
but we still have far to go. So won’t you join 
us? Each and every one of you has the oppor-
tunity to participate in a way that makes a 
lasting and meaningful impact, whether by 
donating to the TC Fund, creating a $50,000 
endowed scholarship or making that trans-
formational gift that will change the College 
as we know it. The future of education, 
health, psychology and leadership depends 
on your support — and as this Annual 
Report demonstrates, at TC, the future really 
does come first.

[  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2014 ]

125th Anniversary Scholars

The Atkins Rosen Scholarship Fund 
COUNSELING AND CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

The Barnett Family Scholarship Fund 
ARTS ADMINISTRATION

James and Landis Best Scholarship Fund 
EDUCATION LEADERSHIP

Eileen Cutler Scholarship Fund*

Endowed Scholarship, English Education

A.M. Gentile Scholarship Fund in Motor Learning 
BIOBEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

Patricia Green Endowed Scholarship Fund* 

Ruth L. Gottesman Math & Science 
Education Scholarship Fund

Mariam & Shervin Korangy Endowed Scholarship 
MOVEMENT SCIENCE AND NEUROSCIENCE

Dr. Elizabeth Phelan and Dr. Francis Xavier 
Lawlor Endowed Scholarship Fund in 
Honor of Professor Mary Budd Rowe 

SCIENCE EDUCATION

Barbara Jean Lewis 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP

LGBTQ Diversity Scholarship Fund

C.Y. Li Scholarship Fund 
FOR A STUDENT FROM CHINA

Nanzhu Endowed Scholarships for 
Masters or Doctoral Students 

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

National Center for Children & Families 
PRE-DOCTORAL FELLOWS/EPSA

Franklin W. and D. Joan Neff
Endowed Scholarship Fund 

FOR DOCTORAL STUDENTS IN ORGANIZATION 
AND LEADERSHIP

The Nutritional Ecology Scholarship
NUTRITION

Lida A. Orzeck Scholarship Fund 
SOCIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

Ruth Treiber Rauch Endowed Scholarship 
FOR PRESERVICE TEACHERS FOR 

HIGH-NEEDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Carole L. Sleeper Scholarship* 

The Kuo Ping Wen Scholarship Fund 
FOR STUDENTS FROM CHINA

Emanuel and Barbra Streisand Scholarship Fund*

The Kenneth and Anna Zankel Scholarship Fund 
ART ADMINISTRATION/ART EDUCATION

WITH HELP, HELPING OTHERS
Ed.D. student Bhavini Surana, from Gujarat State in India, is a Mariam & 

Shervin Korangy Scholar. She is working with Movement Sciences Professor Andrew 
Gordon to help children with cerebral palsy improve their ability to walk. 

SUZANNE M. MURPHY
VICE PRESIDENT
DEVELOPMENT & EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
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*GENERAL SUPPORT

New Scholarships

http://www.tc.columbia.edu/admissions/financial-aid/financial-aid-sources/scholarships/
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http://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/campaign-priorities/endowed-scholarships/
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/campaign/waystogive/the-tc-fund/


B a l a N c e  s h e e t 

T he balance sheet presents the College’s 
financial position as of August 31, 2014. The 
College’s largest financial asset is its investment 

portfolio, representing approximately 56% of the 
College’s total assets, with a fair market value of 
$291 million as of August 31, 2014. The investment 
portfolio includes $277 million relating to the College’s 
endowment, which represents contributions to the 
College subject to donor-imposed restrictions that such 
resources be maintained permanently by the College 
or designated to the endowment by the Board of Trust-
ees. The endowment is managed to achieve a prudent 
long term total return (dividend and interest income 
and investment gains). The Trustees of the College 
have adopted a policy designed to preserve the value of 
the endowment portfolio in real terms (after inflation) 

and provide a predictable flow of income to support 
operations. In accordance with the policy, $11.2 million 
of investment return on the endowment portfolio was 
used to support operations in fiscal year 2014.

The College’s second largest and oldest asset 
is its physical plant, consisting of land, buildings, 
furniture and fixtures, and equipment. As of August 
31, 2014, the net book value of plant assets was 
approximately $138 million, representing approxi-
mately 26% of the College’s total assets. The College’s 
liabilities of $209 million are substantially less than 
its assets. As of August 31, 2014, long-term debt 
represented the College’s most significant liability at 
$117 million. In accordance with FASB standards, 
the net assets of the College are classified as either 
unrestricted, temporarily restricted, or permanently 
restricted. Unrestricted net assets are not subject to 

donor-imposed restrictions. At August 31, 2014, the 
College’s unrestricted net assets totaled approximately 
$105 million. Temporarily restricted net assets are 
subject to donor-imposed restrictions that will be met 
either by actions of the College or the passage of time 
and appreciation on donor endowment funds. The 
College’s permanently restricted net assets consist of 
endowment principal cash gifts and pledges. 

stateMeNt oF chaNges IN Net assets 

T he statement of changes in net assets 
presents the financial results of the College 
and distinguishes between operating and 

non-operating activities. Non-operating activities 
principally include investment return, net of amounts 
appropriated as determined by the College’s en-
dowment spending policy changes in non-operating 
pension and postretirement liabilities and campaign 
contributions. Unrestricted operating revenues 
totaled approximately $193 million. The College’s 
principal sources of unrestricted operating revenues 
were student tuition and fees, net of student aid, 
representing 58% of operating revenues, and grants 
and contracts for research and training programs, 
representing 21% of operating revenues. Investment 
return, auxiliary activities, and other sources comprise 
the remaining 21% of operating revenues. Operating 
expenses totaled $185 million.
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Financial statement highlights
The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the accrual 
basis of accounting in accordance with standards established by the Financial 
Accounting Standards Board (FASB) for external financial reporting.
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ASSETS

Cash .......................................................................................44,763,311
Student accounts and other receivables, net  .... 4,077,838 
Grants and contracts receivable  ...............................4,831,896 
Inventories and other assets ..................................... 4,540,834 
Contributions receivable, net  ..................................... 11,958,124
Funds held by bond trustees and escrow agent ....19,162,915 
Investments ......................................................................291,152,798 
Student loans receivable, net ...................................... 3,241,585 
Plant assets, net ........................................................... 138,008,662 

TOTAL ASSETS .......................................................... 521,737,963 

l I a B I l I t I e s  a N D  N e t  a s s e ts

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable and accrued expenses  .......... 19,851,058 
Deferred revenues .........................................................21,490,764 
Long-term debt .............................................................116,693,932 
Accrued pension & other benefit obligations ........44,870,637 
Other Liabilities .................................................................3,093,769 
U.S. Government grants refundable ..........................2,807,371 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  ....................................................208,807,531 

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted ................................................................... 104,503,633 
Temporarily restricted  ............................................... 117,455,250 
Permanently restricted................................................90,971,549 

TOTAL NET ASSETS....................................................312,930,432 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS ...................................521,737,963 

 

OPERATING REVENUES

Student tuition and fees, net of student aid.........................................................................111,647,873 —  —  111,647,873
Grants and contracts ..........................................................................................................................41,121,539 — —  41,121,539 
Contributions  ......................................................................................................................................3,620,099 — — 3,620,099
Endowment return appropriated and other investment income ................................11,396,721 — —  11,396,721 
Sales and services of auxiliary enterprises ............................................................................19,623,527 — — 19,623,527 
Other sources  .......................................................................................................................................3,576,681 —  — 3,576,681 
Net assets released from restrictions  ...................................................................................... 1,906,243 (1,906,243) —  —

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES  ........................................................................................ 192,892,683 (1,906,243) — 190,986,440

OPERATING EXPENSES

Instruction..............................................................................................................................................65,919,691 — — 65,919,691 
Research, training and public service .....................................................................................37,607,269 — — 37,607,269 
Academic support  ............................................................................................................................15,622,168 — — 15,622,168 
Student services ..................................................................................................................................9,850,301 — — 9,850,301 
Auxiliary enterprises  ....................................................................................................................... 21,483,146 — — 21,483,146 
Institutional support .........................................................................................................................34,597,103 — — 34,597,103 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES ......................................................................................... 185,079,678 — — 185,079,678 

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS .................................................................... 7,813,005 (1,906,243) — 5,906,762 

NON-OPERATING ACTIVITES

Contributions  .......................................................................................................................................... 943,758 5,962,545 6,004,283 12,910,586 
Investment return, net of amounts appropriated.............................................................. 11,020,355 21,242,631 — 32,262,986 
Pension and postretirement changes other than net periodic benefit costs ...(11,535,786) — — (11,535,786)
Net assets released from restrictions  .........................................................................................266,320 (266,320) —  —
Other, net ......................................................................................................................................................133,815 (7,184) 14,521 141,152

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS ....................................................................................................8,641,467 25,025,429 6,018,804 39,685,700

NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR................................................................................. 95,862,166 92,429,821 84,952,745  273,244,732 

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR  .........................................................................................104,503,633 117,455,520 90,971,549 312,930,432
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Still  
After All These Yearss

O. Roger Anderson

f            or 50 years, O. Roger Anderson — Professor of 
Natural Sciences; Chair, TC’s  Department of Math, Science & 
Technology; researcher at Columbia’s Lamont-Doherty 
Earth Observatory — has bridged bench science and science 
education.  n  Anderson is a leading authority on plankton, 
including those that reflect ocean temperature change —  
but he’s also recognized as the first, and currently leading, 
science  educator to apply cognitive and neuroscience  
theory  in research on science learning and thinking. He 
co-developed an early online science program that chal-
lenged students to use real-world data. He devises ways  
to enhance students’ mental mapping of information.  
He co-founded a unique program for educators in dentistry.   
n   “TC people serve their disciplines, but also seek to 
improve society,” Anderson says. He has set the bar.  
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