
Packing Checklist
 

Prohibited items

Please visit the Guide to Campus Living:  Rules, Policies, & Regulations section on our website to get a full list of prohibited items.
Prohibited Items include but are not limited to:

● Space heaters
● Candles & Incense
● Water pipes, bongs, and hookahs 
● Hot Plate Burners
● Halogen Lamps
● Dishwasher
● Washer & Dryer

Items You Will Need

Residence Hall Room & Bath Items
Items you may want to bring for your room and
bathroom:

o Bedsheets (twin XL-size or full XL-size,
depending on room type)

o Comforters, quilets, blankets
o Mattress pads
o Pillows and pillowcases
o Ear plugs or white noise machine if you’re a

sensitive sleeper
o Paper towels
o Toilet paper (excluding suites)
o Tissues
o Towels (including hand and bath towels,

washcloths)
o Extra storage bins
o Shower shoes (like flip flops) for residents

using community showers
o Basket or shower caddy to carry bathroom

supplies for residents in single units or shared
apartments/suites

o Bathroom cleaning supplies

Clothing and Laundry Supplies
Please know that laundry costs $1.50 per load.
Items you may want to bring for clothing and laundry:

o Clothing/accessories for cold weather such as:
sweaters, heavy coats, scarves, gloves, snow boots,
earmuffs, etc.

o Clothing/accessories for warmer weather such as:
light clothing, sandals, sunglasses, walking shoes,
hats,  sunscreen, etc.

o Iron or steamer and ironing board
o Laundry basket or bag
o Laundry detergent
o Stain remover stick
o Dryer sheets
o Bleach and fabric softener
o Quarters or credit/debit card for laundromats

Personal Care Products
Items you may want to bring for health and grooming
purposes:

o Bath soap or shower gels
o Shampoos and conditioners
o Deodorant
o Comb or brush
o Hairdryer, curling iron, etc.
o Toothbrush, toothpaste,mouthwash, floss,

etc.
o Shaving kit
o Lotions and cosmetics
o Cotton swabs

Room Decor
Items you may want to bring for to make your space feel more
like home throughout the school year:

o Wall decor
o Please only use adhesives that will not tear paint
o Personal photos with light frames
o Area rugs or temporary carpeting for hard floors
o Seating for guests
o Trashcans
o Bedside table
o Fan
o Bulletin board or whiteboard with dry-erase markers
o Closet organizer

https://www.tc.columbia.edu/housing/guide-to-campus-living/rules-policies--regulations/


o Loofah
o First-aid kit
o Nail clippers
o Mirror
o Air purifier or freshener
o Shower mat for a personal bathroom (items

cannot stay in community bathrooms)
o Heating pad
o Medication(s) 

o Bed risers
o Full mirror
o Over-the-door hanger for coats or other items

Room Decor
Items you may want to bring for to make your space
feel more like home throughout the school year:

o Wall decor
o Please only use adhesives that will not tear

paint
o Personal photos with light frames
o Area rugs or temporary carpeting for hard

floors
o Seating for guests
o Trashcans
o Bedside table
o Fan
o Bulletin board or whiteboard with dry-erase

markers
o Closet organizer
o Bed risers
o Full mirror
o Over-the-door hanger for coats or other items

Kitchen Supplies
Items you may want to bring for the kitchen include:

o Coffee maker/electric kettle or other cooking
appliances

o Cups, mugs, glasses
o Water bottles, disposable and reusable
o Scrubber
o Dish soap
o Dishtowel
o Paper goods: napkins, paper towels
o Silverware or plastic ware
o Plates and bowls
o Tupperware
o Foil, Ziploc bags
o Pots and pans
o Oven mitts
o Can openers
o Kitchen cleaning supplies

Electronics
Items you may want to bring as optional
electronics:

● Desktop computer or laptop
● TV
● Tablet
● Gaming consoles
● HDMI, cable cord for TV, chargers, and/or

other cables
● Surge protector or power strip

Other Items for Your College Packing List
Some miscellaneous items to consider bringing may include:

o Toolkit
o Large bag or backpack for trips
o Government ID
o Student ID
o Debit and credit cards
o  Health insurance card
o Social security card
o Flashlight
o Umbrella
o List of emergency contacts
o Bike and bike lock


