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Key Terms in the Presentation

Definitions obtained from the Merriam-Webster Dictionary unless otherwise indicated.

1. Axiology: the study of the nature, types, and criteria of values and of value judgments
especially in ethics.

2. Colonization: an act or instance of colonizing; to create a colony in or on (a place); to
take control of (an area) and send people to live there.

3. Curriculum: a set of courses constituting an area of specialization.

4. Decolonization: to free from colonial status.

5. Disciplinary Decadence: “the phenomenon of turning away from living thought, which
engages reality and recognises its own limitations, to a deontologised or absolute
conception of disciplinary life.” (Gordon, 2014, p. 86).

6. Epistemology: the study or a theory of the nature and grounds of knowledge especially
with reference to its limits and validity.

7. Hegemony: the social, cultural, ideological, or economic influence exerted by a
dominant group.

8. Imperialism: the extension or imposition of power, authority, or influence.

9. Liberalism/Liberal Politics: a political philosophy based on belief in progress, the
essential goodness of the human race, and the autonomy (see AUTONOMY sense 2) of
the individual and standing for the protection of political and civil liberties; such a
philosophy that considers government as a crucial instrument for amelioration of social
inequities (such as those involving race, gender, or class).

10. Liberation Psychology: “the use of psychological approaches to understand and
address oppression among individuals and groups” (Martín-Baró, 1994, as cited in
Torres Rivera & Comas-Díaz, 2020, p. 3).

11. Ontology: a branch of metaphysics concerned with the nature and relations of being; a
particular theory about the nature of being or the kinds of things that have existence.

12. Oppression: unjust or cruel exercise of authority or power.
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13. Paradigm: a philosophical and theoretical framework of a scientific school or discipline
within which theories, laws, and generalizations and the experiments performed in
support of them are formulated.

14. Paradigm Shift: an important change that happens when the usual way of thinking
about or doing something is replaced by a new and different way.

15. Pedagogy: the action or process of educating or of being educated.

16. White Supremacy: (1) the belief that the white race is inherently superior to other races
and that white people should have control over people of other races. (2) the social,
economic, and political systems that collectively enable white people to maintain power
over people of other races
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Curriculum Mapping

Where in the curriculum do your students learn:

1. The history of psychology that acknowledges contributions to capitalism and oppression
2. To examine the ways in which colonization established social hierarchies that affect

psychological science today
3. To understand the influence of how the structure of humanity (ontology) influences

research, teaching, and practice
4. Varied methodologies rooted in diverse epistemologies
5. To interrogate the psychology of individuals in concert with the social, historical and

economic context
6. Psychology’s role in dismantling oppression
7. To perceive, (re)cognize, understand, and respond to power and privilege in psychology


