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Contesting Otherness:

The Case of the Janelas Abertas Scholarship Program
and the Reterritorialization of a Brazilian International School

Abstract: This empirical case study explores a
scholarship program at an elite international school in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 2017 to 2022. Data
collected from interviews with scholarship students
reveals that the school community's united desire for
racial diversity affected not only the recipients
themselves but also their classmates, parents, and
teachers. The students' inclusion and sense of
belonging within the school fostered opportunities to
confront racism, demonstrate economic solidarity,
and shape their own and others’ identities. The case
serves as an example of contesting the exclusivity of
international schools and contributes to the literature
on diversity in elite schools.

Research Question:

How did the Janelas Abertas scholarship affect the

Escola Eleva

Location
Escola Eleva - Rua General
Severiano - Botafogo, Rio de

Janeiro - State of Rio de Janeiro,

Findings

The inclusion of the Janelas Abertas scholarship
students at Escola Eleva reterritorialized notions
of an elite international school. The Janelas
Abertas scholarship students at Escola Eleva
were not passive markers of diversity. The school
community, united in a commitment to be
different and embrace diversity, had unforeseen
positive outcomes. The scholarship had a direct
financial benefit but also indirect affect that
resulted in the interactions between scholarship
students and others:

- Opportunities to confront racism,

- Fostering economic solidarity,

- Shaping perceptions of themselves and others,
(re)affirming identit(ies)
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