Transcription 

Martha Andrews, 5th Grade, Colonial Perspectives

Day 1 (Middle):  Town Meeting 2 of the Day

Martha:  Was somebody going to explain what’s happening?

Dylan: These taxes are an outrage!! He puts taxes on our everyday items, and we lose money, that’s all it does.  He already has enough money!

Student:  I know! Yeah. . .Why would he want more?

Laura:  Five hundred sheets of paper—three pounds!  That’s a lot of money.  I’m losing my money, all the time. . . 

Frankelly:  And my customers!

Martha:  So what’s going to happen, are you going to be able to print as many—I need those newspapers that you’re making.  I need those advertisements. Are you going to be able to print them?

Laura:  I don’t know!  If I don’t have enough money for my paper, then I can’t print anything.

Martha:  What’s a town without a newspaper?

Dylan:  We won’t know the news!

Frankelly:  King George, very sad man!

Martha:  So, yesterday you guys did a really good job of popcorning your town meeting.  Maybe you could do that again.

Student:  I think this is madness!  It’s because, for every one hundred pounds of glass, that costs four shillings and eight pence. And I don’t even have that much money!  Cause I need to save money, for me, for my workshop, and for my family!
Martha: It’s already cold in here from that hole in the window. . . 

Dylan:  They’re out of their minds!  For each pound of tea, three pence.  That’s going to cost me a fortune!

Sharon:  How am I supposed to pay for food if the advertisements are so much?  You don’t see people walking into Blacksmiths’ shops every day.

Martha:  You need to advertise?

Sharon nods yes.

Martha:  Does anybody else here need to advertise for their business?

Many hands go up.

Frankelly:  This is an outrage!

Martha:  Jasmine, could you talk about that?

Jasmine: Well, the advertisements inside the newspapers are costing too much.

Martha:  What’s going to happen to your business?  Is that going to affect your business?  Everything that we’re doing is going to stop because there’s going to be no more people.

Martha:  What do you mean, no more people? 

Jasmine:  No more people coming inside the shop and asking for clothes.  And then we’re going to run out of money.

Martha: Oh, so you’re going to end up without money, and I think somebody else said they were going to end up without money too, Soroya said that.

Jalen:  And I won’t have enough items to feed my customers when they come.

Martha:  You’re not going to have enough stuff?

Jalen:  Like the tea.  If I have to pay this much money, out of my own pocket, and I have a family, also.  

Martha:  Are you going to pay it out of your own pockets, or are you going to charge your customers that tax?

Jalen: But then I won’t have no customers cause nobody’s going to come, cause the hotel room’s too much money.  Stupid King George.

Martha:  Hmmm.

Frankelly:  One shilling for a pack of playing cards!  And ten shillings for a pair of dice!  That’s outrageous!  That’s a lot.  That’s like half my fortune, right there.

Dylan:  I was purchasing land yesterday, three more shillings, just for under a hundred acres?! It’s crazy!

Martha:  Time out for one second. I want people to really think about their own jobs.  And how is this directly affecting your own job.  A lot of you wrote down some really smart things in your notebooks, and instead of just reading out what’s happening, think about your job.  Talk to your town about what’s going to happen to you and your family, because of these taxes.

Student: These taxes will make less customers come into my shop.

Martha:  And so, what are you going to do?

Student:  My animals need land, so that they can roam around, and they can’t all be squished together. 

Student:  We all need paper to write our bills, so why 12 shillings, just for 400 sheets of paper?

Daniel:  And for the newspapers, they add a penny. . .

Martha:  So how’s that affecting your life?

Daniel: I can’t buy a newspaper every single day, like I used to, because then I might go out of business. 

Martha:  So you can’t buy a newspaper every single day any more. So what about you guys, what’s going to happen to you?

Frankelly:  We ain’t going to have anymore customers! No more people buying our newspapers.

Student: I might go out of business!  I won’t be able to have a job!

Dylan:  Only wealthy people will be able to afford my business.  That will lower my money by a ton, I assure you.

Sharon:  Bringing iron back and forth to a fire gets pretty tiring.  How am I supposed to stay awake without any tea?

Frankelly:  Five shillings for a will.  What happens if I want to leave my shop when I die to my assistants here?

Martha: So, what are we going to do?

Dylan:  Smuggle tea! 

Jalen:  Off with his head!

Frankelly:  We can’t do that—he’s king!

Martha:  What can we do? 

Student: We can share things, like newspapers, if we buy one newspaper and everybody could read it and then we don’t have to pay as much tax.

Sharon:  Or maybe everybody who has one job, like me and Sean are blacksmiths, we could own one shop, so then we won’t have to pay for two.

Dylan:  Good idea.

Tashana:  Maybe we could buy some stuff instead of every thing.

Martha:  So you’re just going to stop buying the stuff you need?

Tashana:  Some stuff we need.

Martha: So you’re going to change your life and not by the things you need.

Dylan: If you don’t absolutely positively need it, then don’t buy it.

Martha:  So what you’re saying is you’re going to stop buying stuff.

Students: Stop buying as much, stop buying expensive stuff!

Martha:  Do you think King George is going to care if you stop buying stuff?

Students: No….Yes…He won’t get paid off…

Martha: So you guys want to boycott that stuff.  Who can explain a little bit about this boycott?  Afiya can you turn and explain?  What’s being proposed here?

Afiya: We’re going to stop buying things that we don’t really need.  We’re doing this so the prices can go lower, the way it was before.

Sharon: I disagree with that idea. If we don’t buy the things we need for our job and for us, how are we going to live?

Student:  Yeah!

Sharon:  How are we going to make our money to buy the things like. . . food?

Dylan: If you don’t absolutely need it, don’t buy it!

Student:  What if you need everything?

Student:  What if King George puts up the taxes?

Student: But then the people who sell it would need the money or else they’d go out of business. 

Frankelly:  We could probably lower the regular price!

Dylan: If we boycotted the glass, then the glassblowers would go out of business!

Student:  Then I wouldn’t have any glass to make glass furniture!

Daniel: There must be a lot of shops.

Students: The glassblowers won’t have any money if customers stop buying glass.

Frankelly:  Why won’t he tax the people in England?  It’s not fair to tax New Amsterdam, we’re just a small place.

Martha:  New York.

Frankelly:  New York.  

Dylan:  Just because we’re not in England doesn’t mean we’re any different from those English people.  We’re all the same.

Martha:  So wait wait, you all think that the people in England should be taxed?

Students:  YES! 

Student: If we have to get taxed, they should.  

Student:  They are getting taxed!

Dylan: There’s more people in England

Student:  Maybe both!  Maybe New York and England could be taxed together.

Dylan:  Yeah, if we’re both taxed, it’ll last less time.

Sharon: But King George is probably taxing them. Maybe he’s taxing them more since there’s more people in England.  

Student:  How do you know?

Martha:  Wait, let’s take a minute and remember, cause those people who live in England, it’s not just King George, remember, it’s King George and Parliament.  Those people who live in England, they elected Parliament, they elected the people who are part of Parliament who made these laws.  

Daniel: Maybe they knew this was going to happen. 

Student:  Oh, so…

Martha:  But you guys, did you elect them?

Class:  NO!

Dylan:  We had no say in the matter!

Student:  We had no opinion

Student: We can’t do anything.

Martha:  How does that feel? You have no opinion?
Jalen:  Well, it’s not fair, because if you have no opinion, then you can’t speak a word, and you can’t tell King George how this is doing to people, and then he might think, “Oh, that was a good idea, taxing people, so I can get rich,” and he’s only worried about his stinking self, and not worrying about us.

Sharon: It’s like being a baby, you can’t say anything.

Martha:  You guys feel like King George and Parliament are treating you like babies, and children?

Class:  YES!

Martha:  You feel like people without opinions?

Class:  YES!

Dylan:  Order!

Student: Freedom of Speech!  Yeah, freedom of the speech, like what Jalen said, we should have our  own opinion.

Martha: Oh, so you should be able to speak out about this?

Dylan:  And Governor Causby’s not even putting up a defense!

Martha:  Well what do you think?

Student:  It’s really embarrassing.

Martha:  Danny’s saying he doesn’t feel like he has the freedom of speech.  What would give you…what would make you feel better, what would give you the freedom of speech?

Dylan: WAR!

Student: Move back to England.

Jonathan: If NY and England were equal!

Martha: If they were equal.  What do you mean?  Does anyone else agree with Jonathan?

Most: Yeah!

Martha:  Do you know what his idea was?

Some: Yes

Others: No

Martha, Jondel, do you know what his idea was?  What did he suggest?   Can someone else repeat what Jonathan suggested?  Sameer?

Sameer: He wants England and NY to be equal.

Martha:  Do you think England and New York should be equal and both get to vote?

Class:  Yes, no (smattering of different answers)

Student: There’s only one solution: WAR!

Martha:  It sounds like Jendell’s not convinced, so we need to hear some arguments, people need to do some convincing of that gentleman over there.

Student: They’ve been pushing us around, so now it’s time for us to push them around.

Student:  They’re taxing us, not the English.  The people in England get to vote for the Parliament, we don’t.

Student: And what if you go out of business, and nobody…

Student:  If you go out of business, if you lose your home, nobody cares, they’re not getting taxed in England.

Student: And the governor is voted by King George!  The governor and King George are also doing this to us! Why should we get this?

…..

Martha:  You agree?

Student: It’s true, why should we get taxed?  

Jalen: Yeah, what’s so special about us?

Student: If they’re like, pushing us around, and they’re sending taxes to us and theyr’e not having taxes…then that’s not fair.

Martha:  So what are you going to do?  What’s to be done?

Dylan: WAR!

Student:  Go on strike!

Student:  Off with his head!

Dylan: Going on strike won’t draw soldiers in…

Student: Going on strike won’t give us money.

Student:  If we go on strike, we’re probably going to get killed.

Student:  If we go on strike, maybe he’ll just put up the taxes…

Dylan:  Repeal the taxes?

Jalen:  He might arrest us.

Martha: Do you think he’ll increase the taxes?  If you refuse to pay them?  You do know, of course, that if you refuse to pay your taxes, everything you own could be taken away, and you could go to jail.

Tashana: Yeah! But he won’t have the money. We’re not going to have a business.

Martha: Oh, so you’re saying…Tashana, could you say that again?

Tashana: If they arrest us, then we won’t have the business, and he won’t get his money.’

Student: But then they could just bring …

Dylan: They could just bring new colonists in.

Student: From England

Martha:  Wait, but you’re saying….Can somebody repeat Tashana’s argument? Cheyenne, can you?

Cheyenne:  If we go to jail, he’s going to lose money, because we’re not selling him things anymore, and nobody’s going to buy.

Martha: So the argument is, that if you guys refuse to pay the taxes, and you have everything taken away from you, and you go to jail, then he’s going to lose money anyway.

Student:  Yeah, exactly, because…

Student:  He’ll send new people down.

Tashana: Yeah but how do you know people want to come?

Student:  People won’t come!  They work for King George, they live there.

Student: Who would want to come here and then get taxed?

Tashana:  If they know the tax that we had here they might not want to pay it.

Martha:  Wait, let’s let Frankelly say something –he hasn’t said something in a while.

Frankelly:  Let’s put up some signs, and send them all the way to England.

Martha:  You want to write a letter?
Several students:  Yeah! Yes!

Martha:  To whom?

Frankelly:  King George!

Martha:  King George. . .and probably to Parliament too, right?

Jalen: But he’s not going to send them back!  He ain’t gonna do nothing.

Frankelly: Let’s show him who’s boss!

Martha: So there’ve been a couple of proposals.  Some people think that we should have a boycott, of buying all of those things.  But there’s some confusion about that, because we need some of these things that they’re taxing.  Some people think that we should write a letter. . . 

Students: No, they won’t listen. . .

Martha:  Is anyone else in favor of a letter?  Can somebody say some things that a letter might accomplish?

Student:  No

Student:  Nothing

Martha:  Stop. But if you’re constantly calling out, popcorn doesn’t work, right?  So, popcorn sort of works by letting other people have some space.  Doesn’t mean you need to raise your hand; it means you need to let other people have space.

Laura:  I think that a letter won’t do anything.  I bet King George won’t really even care.  I bet he’s just going to take the letter, read it, throw it away, that’s all I think he’s going to do. He’s just going to, he may just high-er the taxes, he’s just going to not listen, he’s not even going to bother.

Sharon:  I agree with Laura, a paper with words on it isn’t going to do anything.

Jonathan: But a word from England might.

Dylan: At least it would let him know we’re angry about the taxes.

Sharon: But won’t he really do anything?

Dylan: No, 

Tashana:  All he cares about is his money

Sharon:  Money

Student: Why don’t we try?

Dylan: Well it’s not his money; it’s coming off an expensive war with Spain.

Student: Why don’t we try it and if it doesn’t work, we’ll try something different, but if it does work, then we can earn what we want.

Dylan:  If it doesn’t work, what’s Plan B?

Martha: Maybe you should tell him about Plan B in your letter.

Dylan: No, surprise!

Martha: Maybe you need to have a Plan B.

Jonathan: What if we get England to turn on him? 

Dylan:  Surprise!

Student:  If we get locked up, that means somebody probably, the boss of  King George, maybe, will take away his money.

Frankelly:  I get it…good idea.

Student: If we’re locked up in jail, somebody might take away his money.

Martha: Whose money?

Student:  King George.  No one is in charge of King George.

Dylan: Say Plan B is smuggling, right?  Why would we tell him about that in our letter?  Then we’ll all get sent to the gallows!

Martha: Oh, so you think you need to have a…Oh.  But what about that boycott thing?

Student: That’s not gonna help!

Jalen: How is he gonna know?

Tashana: How’s he going to know if we have a boycott?

Martha:  How’s he going to know if you have a boycott? That’s a good question.

Student: He’s gonna know because…

Frankelly:  Why don’t we have a spy…

Martha: Let Sharon speak.

Sharon:  He’s going to know because he’ll know with the money lowering with us buying less things.  He’ll suspect that we’re not buying much things.  Then he’ll find out.

Tashana:  Yeah, but he doesn’t know that we’re having a boycott, he might know that we’re not paying that much money, but he doesn’t know that we’re having a boycott.

Student:  He knows we’re boycotting.

Sharon: He’ll probably not know something’s wrong.

Martha: Well maybe you need to, in your letter, tell about the boycott.

Dylan: Here’s the solution: it’s the Native Americans.  They don’t have to pay taxes, they go hunting regularly, so the solution would be the Native Americans.  If we could make peace with them, then maybe they could, we could like, live, we could still live in our homes, but we don’t have to bother about this tax rubbish.  We could, like, go hunting for game, and just eat that.

Martha: Ohhh…Who can explain what Dylan’s idea is here?  Sean, do you know what Dylan is suggesting?

Sean:  Yeah, for the Native Americans, they didn’t have to pay taxes, so I think you said hunting.

Dylan:  I said, they don’t have to pay taxes; they’re not citizens of England, if we could make peace with them, then they could help us, they could trap or go hunting—

Sean:  If they didn’t pay taxes, they weren’t citizens of England. . .

Martha: And so what is Dylan suggesting?

Dylan:  I’m Mr. Wilson.

Martha:  What is he suggesting we do?

Sean: They weren’t citizens of England.

Martha:  They weren’t citizens of England, so. . . 

Student: So they didn’t have to pay taxes, they just went off hunting by themselves, and …

Martha: So how does that solve this problem, of you guys are taxed too much?

Afiya:  It doesn’t really solve a lot of problems, because if we start going with the Native Americans, we might lose money off of our business, because like, we’re not selling anything if we’re going with the Native Americans.  Because they’re not citizens of New York City, so they don’t have to pay taxes.

Tashana:  But why buy something if we can make it?

Dylan:  But we don’t need money as long as we have food and water!

Jalen:  Yeah, cause they can give us food!

Student: But they kill their food. .. 

Sharon: I agree with Afiya because King George will, if we go with the Native Americans, and live on our own, no money will be going to him.

Dylan: Exactly!

Sharon: Yeah, then he’ll suspect something!

Martha:  Is everyone here willing to give up their lifestyle, and go…

Student:  Yes, and get some food…


Dylan:  As long as I don’t have to pay these bloody taxes!!

Jalen: I just don’t want to pay no taxes. .. 

Frankelly:  Plan B is a Spy.

Martha:  Daniel, last comment.  

Daniel: Well, since we’re deciding not to be citizens of England, then instead of like, because the Native Americans, they still live in America, some of which is ruled by England, so then they’re kind of citizens. So then

Student:  We were here first.

Daniel: No. They were.  But anyway, we could just like move somewhere else.  Like, we take all of our boats that we have at the docks, and then we could move. ..

Dylan: They probably have a barricade.

Martha: You’re going to leave New York?

Dylan:  We can’t cross the Appalachian mountains.  ..

Daniel: We could go across the Atlantic Ocean!

Martha:  If you can hear my voice clap once.  (clap)  If you can hear my voice clap twice. (Two claps)

Martha:  So here’s what I need you to do. You’re going to take your notebooks….we can continue this meeting, but first, everyone needs to, in their notebook, do some reflection of 

