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Who wrote Shakespeare this time?

In this article it talks about doubts that Shakespeare wrote his plays. A small
academic industry has developed to prove that William Shakespeare could not have
written the plays that bare his name. In a book it claims that the real author was Henry
Neville, an English noble and distant relative of the Stratford Shakespeare. Brenda James,
an English literature lecturer, said Neville “wanted (the plays) to go under another
name...” William Rubenstein, a professor of history argues that Shakespeare, who did not
attend a university, could not have had enough knowledge of the politics and European
cities described in his plays to have written them.

Henry Neville unlike Shakespeare was well educated, and he had traveled to all
the countries mentioned in Shakespeare’s plays. He also had a life style that matched up
with the one Shakespeare was writing about in that time. William Rubenstein says that
the more they look at Henry Neville’s life the more convincing the match up became.
Brenda James began exploring the connection between Shakespeare and Neville about
six years ago. She deciphered what she believes is a code on the dedication page of
Shakespeare’s sonnets. She also realized that Shakespeare and Neville’s birth and death
dates were almost the same.

Henry Neville was locked up in the Tower of London from 1601 to 1603 for his
role in the Essex Rebellion, which authors say accounts for the more tragic tone of

“Hamlet”, which was written in 1601 and 1602.



Others are against the claim that Shakespeare didn’t write his plays. Roger Pringle
. states that “there is plenty of evidence t0 suggest Shakespeare received a thoroughly good
" classical education...” Another professor named Jonathan Bate said the authorship
question emerged 100 years ago, out of snobbery. People just started questioning how

" could a middle-class grammer school boy write these plays?

William Rubenstein says that he hopes those who are convinced that Shakespeare wrote

his own plays would consider the evidence reasonably.
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