International High School

Global Studies

Timeline Activity

Directions:

1. Work in groups of three or four. There must be six groups. Only two speakers of the same first language or from the same religious background are allowed in each group. 

2. Choose one belief system from the list below. Create a timeline for the belief system you chose using the materials provided by the teacher. 

· Hinduism

· Judaism

· Christianity

· Buddhism

· Islam

· Confucianism/Taoism

3. Find eight to twelve events. Each group member must find three or four events.                   

Your time line should include the following elements:

· Beginning of the belief system

· Births/Deaths of important figures

· Historical events that influenced the belief system  such as battles, political leaders, conflicts, divisions.

·  When Sacred texts were written

· Construction of important buildings

4. Do not copy timelines in the books; find your own events in the readings. Write 

neatly in letters large and neat enough to be read across the room. Be sure to    document the years correctly (BC, AD). Make a Title for your timeline. 

Writing Paragraphs For The Timeline

1. Write a paragraph about each event on your timeline. Write only about one topic in each paragraph.  Start each paragraph with a topic sentence. 

2. While you are writing the paragraph, try to answer the following questions:

· What is the event?

· Why did this happen? (causes)

· Why was this event important? (What were the lasting effects?)

3. Sample paragraphs.  Why is one better than the other?

       This is when Zoroaster died. He was old. Someone killed him with a sword. People were angry with him so they killed him. A king tried to protect him. He lived in a desert. Then he died.

       Zoroaster was the founder of Zoroastrianism. He taught that there was only one God, named Ahura Mazda. This made the people around him angry because they believed in many Gods. He was forced to leave his home and family so he lived in the desert until a King in Persia (Iran) agreed to protect him. In 551 BC, when Zoroaster was 77 years old, a priest from the old religion killed him with a sword. This was the beginning of many years of conflict (struggle) with for Zoroastrians.

