Tuesday, March 13, 2007

Reading Workshop: Literature Circles
Aim: SWBAT define critical lens and bias; create a schedule of reading assignments
Materials:

Chart of essential questions if not already posted

Copies of reading schedules and homework sheets

Copies of Taliban and Israeli-Palestinian conflict background info

Copies of Kite Runner, Princess, Habibi

Differentiated group assignments – 4 or 5 per group, 2 groups per novel

(Kite Runner = High, Princess = Middle, Habibi = Low)
Do Now: In your reading section, respond to the following question:

What is bias? How do you recognize bias? How do you know when you are being bias towards or against a group of people? How do you deal with those feelings?


-share out, discuss briefly and review charted definition of bias

Activity:

· Teacher explains that we are going to read novels in small groups about cultures other than our own. You will be reading through specific critical lenses

· (chart) Reading with a critical lens is when you read with a focus that concentrates on a particular point of view. 

· When you read you are always looking to see how what you read connects back to the point of view. (kids takes notes)
· Teacher explains that you are going to read with lenses on culture, political systems and a religion that may be different from your own. It will be important for you to distinguish between the political, cultural and religious aspects in your novels. We are going to explore the specific roots of our biases if any come up.
· Teacher assigns groups and students change seats accordingly. Teacher hands out novels and tells students to look through and get first impressions. If any student has read a book before, explain that we will be reading with a new lens and reading books more than once reveals new insights and understandings. 
· Tell students that we need to take care of some business before getting into the books.
· First, we need to make a reading calendar. Hand out calendars and have groups fill in the pages they will read for each discussion.
· Next, we need to set ground rules. Think about the past groups you’ve been in, both in and out of this class. What kinds of behaviors help the group succeed? What kinds of behaviors made meetings unproductive or boring? In order for your group to work well, come up with 3-5 common expectations or ground rules that everyone agrees to abide by. 
· Groups write their ground rules on a notecard. 
· Each group shares out their ground rules.
· Now that we’ve set up ground rules and made a reading calendar, I want you to know a little background information about the place your novel is set in.
· Hand out background readings on the Palestine-Israel conflict to the Habibi kids, the Taliban in Afghanistan to the Kite Runner kids, and have the Princess kids read the intro at the beginning of their book.
· Students should take bulleted notes in their reading section (title it Background Info)
· Teacher checks in with each group as they are reading to clarify the background info if necessary.
· Students continue reading until 5 minutes before the end of class.
· Wrap-up – Hand out homework sheets (the cultural lens chart) and explain. 
HW: Read your lit circle book and complete the HW so that you are prepared for your next meeting on Friday. 
