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Antigone Alternative Response
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The play, Antigone was written by Sophocles. It is about a girl who defies the king's
law in order to obey god's law. She did what she thought was right even if there were
consequences. Creon, the recent king of Thebes found out that she had broken his law. We
find out the consequences of Creon's decision too. I think that other things could've been’ &\‘,\}\\ \
done in certain parts of the play to change the ending, so it wouldn't have been the tragedy N : \~
it is. L\,\t’\:k ~

In the play there are different turning points, the first was when Creon made his law. _— \. 0
Instead of thinking that a traitor deserves punishment he could've thought about his
people's reaction and how others might've reacted, so this law would've never come into
play. You can see his intentions and how it connects to the law he just made in his speech
to the people of Thebes. "While I am king, the patriot will always be honored above the
traitor and he who is loyal to the state shall have my praise in life as well as death." Page
115. Which is the reason he made the law, he valued loyalty to state but he never thought — \ .0 *
of loyalty to individuals, or family. "That man who places the good of a friend above the
good of the state is beneath contempt." Page 116. If he had thought about such a thing he
could've considered how Antigone acted to the law and reflected on whether his law was

good or not. %u also realize his stubbornness and paranoia when the messenger comes

with the message of Polyneikes's burial, "I am aware that there are those here in Thebes



that have always opposed me... Refusing to submit to me, their king!.. bribing my sentries

to bury that body!.. " Page 177. It shows you why things are the way they are and how he

feels. That's an affect of being so blinded by his will. His own feelings and how he reacted .

to his current role as king. He was a tyrant and wanted others to have no say in things,
much like the rest of the play. If even here he would've thought of his law and its affect he
could've changed everything. Instead of being self centered and actually anticipating his
subject's reaction none of the consequences of making this law would've happen.

The second place where something else could've happened was when Creon discovers
that Antigone is the one who buried Polyneikes. "How could I get greater praise and glory
than giving the brother I love a decent and honorable burial and these men would agree, if
only their lips weren't locked in fear of you. But then, of course, tyrants have the power to
do and say what they please " Page 123. Antigone's behavior allowed no other reaction
from Creon because he was the king. Instead of being so boastful Antigone could've been
slyer, denying the fact that she was the "traitor" as Creon had put it. She would not have
gotten her glory but she would've gotten away with her life and have known she did what
she did secr i@ink that had she acted this way Creon would've let her go free. But
since she had 5oasted he had to defend his status because someone talking back to him in

this way (a women no less) threatened him. "Aren't you ashamed to talk treason!" Page
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In the scene Haimon is talking to Creon about Antigone, Creon and Haimon do
not agree because Creon is not listening to his son and thinks that Haimon is being

ridiculous. Instead of ignoring what Haimon was trying to say, Creon could've tried to
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listen and take Haimon more seriously. "Then judge not by my age and on the wisdom of
my words." (Page 128) or Haimon could've tried talking to his father more than once. If he
did more than once his father could've listened but he gave up after one time. I thought
that Creon wouldn't have changed his opinion because of his stubbornness. Listening to
his son at this point would've stopped what was going to happen. (When he actually
decided to it was too late.)

These alternatives would've changed the play for the better. They were the scenes
where pride and will had blinded or affected the characters' decision. None of the
alternatives I wrote happened because the play is still a tragedy, partly because that made
it and interesting story and partly because the characters were too darn stubborn. Creon

and Antigone especially because it was both their wills that collided to shape the story,
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because that was what made this into the play, Antigone.
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Antigone Alternative Response

The play, Antigone was written by Sophocles. It is about a girl who defies the king's
law in order to obey god's law. She did what she thought was right even if there were
consequences. Creon, the recent king of Thebes found out that she had broken his law;
We find out the co : uences of Creon's decision too. I think that other things could've
been done to make this into a different ending, other than the tragedy it had.

In the play there are different turning pointspwhen Creon first made his law. Instead
of thinking that a traitor deserves punishment he could've thought about his people's
reaction and how others might've reacted, so this law would've never come into play. You
can see his intentions and how it connects to the law he just made in his speech to the
people of Thebes. "While I am king, the patriot will always be honored above the traitor
and he who is loyal to the state shall have my praise in life as well as death." Page 115.
Which is the reason he made the law; he valued loyélty to state but he never thought of
loyalty to individuals, or family. "That man who places the good of a friend above the
good of the state is beneath contempt." Page 116. If he had thought about such a thing he
could've considered how Antigone acted to the lavy and reflected on whether his law was
good or not. You also realize his stubbornness and paranoia when the messenger comes
with the message of Polyneikes's burial, "I am aware that there are those here in Thebes
that have always opposed me... Refusing to submit to me, their king!.. bribing my

sentries to bury that body!.. " Page 177. It shows you why things are the way they are and



how he feels. That's an affect of being so blinded by his wi]lj’His own feelings and how
he reacted to his current role as king. He was a tyrant and wanted others to have no say in
things, much like the rest of the play. If even here he would've thought of his law and its
affect he could've changed everything. Instead of being self centered and actually
anticipating his subject's reaction none of the consequences of making this law would've
happen.

The second place where something else could've happened was when Creon
discovers that Antigone is the one who buried Polyneikes. "How could I get greater
praise and glory than giving the brother I love a decent and honorable burial and these
men would agree, if only their lips weren't locked in fear of you. But then, of course,
tyrants have the power to do and say what they please " Page 123. Antigone's behavior
allowed no other reaction from Creon because he was the king. Instead of being so
boastful Antigone could've been slyer, denying the fact that she was the "traitor" as Creon
had put it. She would not have gotten her glory but she would've gotten away with her
life and have known she did what she did secretly. I think that had she acted this way
Creon would've let her go free. But since she had boasted he had to defend his status
because someone talking back to him in this way (a women no less) threatened him.
"Aren't you ashamed to talk treason!" Page 123.

In the scene which Haimon is talking to Creon about Antigone. "LINE" Creon and
Haimon do not agree because Creon is not listening to his son and thinks that Haimon is
being ridiculous. Instead of ignoring what Haimon was trying to say, Creon could've tried
to listen and take Haimon more seriously. "Then judge not by my age and on the wisdom

of my words." (Page 128) or Haimon could've tried talking to his father more than once.



If he did more than once his father could've listened but he gave up after one time. I
thought that Creon wouldn't have changed his opinion because of his stubbornness.
Listening to his son at this point would've stopped what was going to happen. (When he
actually decided to ii was too late.)

None of the ﬁ'ﬁi;igs I wrote actually happened because the play is still a tragedy,
partly because that made it and interesting story and partly because the characters were

too darn stubborn. Creon and Antigone especially because it was both their wills that

collided to shape the story.
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Peer Revision and Reflection

Part One

Directions: Read your partnet’s paper twice. The first time, read for understanding and do not mark
anything on the paper. The second time, make edits if you see errors in spelling, punctuation ot
grammar. Then, evaluate the paper and answet the following questions in complete sentences.

1= notat all 2= kindof; some of the time 3=most of the time 4=absolutely; all of the time
1. SKILL: Answering the Question.
e Does the writer have a thesis statement in the

Introduction that cleatly answers the question? 1
e Is the thesis specific and insightful? 1 2
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2. SKILL: Developing and supporting your idea.

e Does the writer have 3 body paragtaphs with three
speciﬁc and distinct ideas ot reasons? 1 2 3
e Do the ideas/reasons help to prove that the writer’s

G
thesis statement is true? 1 s 3
4

e Does the writer have at least one quote in each body

paragraph? 1 2 3
e Does the writer explain how the quote helps to support
his/her idea and thesis statement? 1 2 @

e Does the conclusion summarize the thesis and reasons
and make a final comment on the significance of the

play? 1 @ 3 4

3. SKILL: Focusing your idea.

e Does the writer stick to one main idea in each body

paragraph? 1 2 3 4
e  Does the writer avoid tangential statements »
that may be off topic or random? 1 2 3 @

4. SKILL: Writing sentences with details, instead of empty,
general statements.

e Did the writer eliminate empty, general statements? 1 2 @
e Does the writer have specific details in the majority

of his/her sentences? 1 2 @ 4
e Does the writer refer to specific events /words in the text

to support his /her point? 1 2 @



5. SKILL: Eliminating run-ons and fragments.

e Did the writer eliminate every single run-on? 1 2 ( 4
* Did the write eliminate every single fragment? 2 3 4
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Part Two

Directions: Skim over the writer’s entry once more. This time, underline any sentences that lack
specific details. Choose one of those sentences and, using the space below, rewrite that sentence to
eliminate the general, vague parts and instead include more specific details. Your sentences will be an
example for how the writer can further revise them.

1.
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Now undetline a run-on or fragment in the author’s work and rewrite that sentence correctly below,
using one of the “quick-fix strategies” we discussed in class.

/N N !
\;/ //1 ‘) &“

1.

Part Three:
Directions: Start a fresh page in your OWN writer’s notebook and title it “Peer Revision
Reflection.” Write a full paragraph in response to the following questions:

e What can I learn from my partner’s writing skills that I can use or apply in my own writing?

Be specific. N
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/XJ? Respon-¢ to Antisone
Introduction:

Intro — Put the your responsc in context — What docs the reader need to know about Antigone in order
to understand your paper? Always include the title and author.
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Thesis — In one sentence answer the question you chose.
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Conclusion:

Conclude — Restate vour answer in one seilenee i3 aew Way Synthesize your arguments in one to
two sentences. Add a {inal word
Tuewe e A Wl 19 ctmné&i e = Ml{)@~0« One




