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Essay on IR Book: I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings

I know why the caged bird sings, an autobiography by Maya Ange u)' the story

of Maya and her brother Bailey wh(%arents were not in their life when they were young.
Throu@t the story Maya struggles in life and tries to find herself. Not having her
parents m her life is how her life started to crumble. When they were young they lived
with their grandmother and later as they grew up they actually saw their divorced parents.
Maya thought good things were happening and nothing could go wrong but eventually
she gets raped at the age of eight by her mother’s boyfriend and moves back with her
grandmother. The theme in the novel is that some kids can’t find themselves because they
are young and go through so much helly(e Maya and it takes a long time to start finding
themselves.

When Maya was young her parents were not in her life and moved with her
grandmother but every kid should experience parents in their life. Every since Bailey and
Maya moved t@amps, they never saw their parents. For some reason she is scared to see
her mother because she said, “ Were we going to see her? I was suddenly terrified”(58).
This shows that their parents want nothing to do with them because if they did, the father
wou@ever is kids to live with his mother. Their parents did not have sympathy
because when they send them away they wrote on their tags( %0 whom it may concerr?and
proves that they are not responsible and do not value their children. It is to the point

where Maya is asking questions such as, “Why did they send us away? And what did we
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do so wrong? So wrong? Why, at three and four, did we have tags put on our arms to be
sent by train alone?”’(53). This showheir parents were not in their lives because if
they were, Bailey and Maya wouldn’t be asking those questions. That also shows how
parents need to be in the'u@-ilds life because it causes an impact of how they live and do>
what they do because of their parents not there for them. The only people there for her@
Bailey, her grandmother (who éhe now calls momma), and Uncle Willie. If her parents
were in her live, then Maya and Bailey probably would act differently from how they act
now.

Her mother’s boyfriend raped Maya and that made her feel even more depressed
because of what she thought people would think of her. When she was raped, “ The act of
rape on an eight year old body is a matter of the needle giving because the camel can’t”
(78). This shows that, that was one reason why she lost herself. She was young and did
not even know what was going on. Mr. Freeman was a pathetic man because only sick
people would rape young innocent children. She was a target, then a victim. After she
was ra@w started wondering what people would think of her and “Even Christ himself
turned his back on Satan. Wouldn’t he turn his back on me?”’(86). She let Mr. Freeman
touch her before but she was too young to know what he was doing. She hope does
not turn his back on her because she let Mr. Freeman do it before. Also she doesn’t want
others to think of her as trying to be a woman, trying to act grown. The act of rape and
parents not in her life made her lose herself completely because then her loyalty with

Bailey was not loyal any more because if she told him, Mr. Freeman was going to kill
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Not having her parents had a major impact in her life because she had no role
model and there wasn’t anyone to teach her about things to do in life and things not to do.
Now that Maya is getting older she has to learn from her mistakes that no one taught her.
No one taught her about sex so she asked a good-looking boy “ Would you like to have a
sexual intercourse with me”(281). If their parents were in their life then maybe they
would not be doing the things they do. No one was there to talk to her about sex and
things she needed to know about it. Since Bailey was having sex, she thought she could
too. Since no one talked to her about @Three weeks later [she] found [herself]
pregnant”(283). Having her baby boy at the age of sixteen is very young but then that
was good because she started to find herself and become independent. She will become a
better mother than hers.

In summation, Maya struggled in her life because she been through a lot with out
her parents in her life. She has trouble finding herself but towards the end she starts
finding herself little by little. She starts feeling guilty because she thinks she has done
something wrong and that is why her parents are not there. Some times those people that
been through hell are the ones who succeed and become a better person. It may take a
lifetime for Maya to find herself but that day will come and when it comes she will find
out who she really is. The caged bird sings because even though the bird is caged, one

y

day that bird will be free and fly away and one day Maya will find herself. [~
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